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WORSHIPFEVLL Trowas 


C xzyv Eſquier,grace,mercie,and peace 
be mulipliedio Tefus Chriſt, 


AWE K,heving been certaine yeeres fince,more 
MIS! preft, and forward to offer our ſelnes to bo 

Iv doing,then duly confiderate what a barde- 
| BY B nous tarke wee ſhould vndergoe, one of vs 
ETD L)) rn1dertook the explication of the Prouerbs 

' Yo A/C CER; of Salomon, the other te further the 
GCDOIR=S2) [ame by inſpettion, and aſſiftance in diffi= 
cult & donbifull places when need ſhould require, But we found 
it a matter of greater trauell,and longer labour then we thought 
of, and hane met with ſuch interruptions as we had inſt cauſe 10 
looks for but did not ſniſſiciently foreſee: for(beſides that the book 
i wholly ſemtentions, and the unfolding of ſentences requireth 
breuitie, and perſpicuitie,with truth,and ſounducs which cannos 
be attained unto without matare deliberation and ftaudie ) the 
Lord himſelfe did flop owr paſſage with his owne hand, for a ſea- 
fon,by viſiting one of vs,cnen himwho was to doe the worke, and 
ſuſtaine the ke of the buſmeſſe, with ſuch defett of beat 


and jogh'. as did atually prohikite our courſe of proceeding. Bus 


now (by his good hand ) that let being remoned, and his aſſiftance 
winiitred unto vs we at the laſt hane waded thorow the booke,or 
rather bane ſwomme ouer it : for tt is ſo profound and deepe with 

= porfeft excellencie, that neither ne,or any man elſe can dine to 
the bottome of it, Salomon himſelfe was farre tos low of ſtature,. 

, #nd not tall enongh in vnder/ianding cnen (when he knew moſt ) 

. boſtardinit, and hold vp his head abone the nyſticall waters of- 

__ | A 3 admirable 


1 nwne 
a _ - 


YUP, prrea ty rags Oy 
” 


| TheFpillleDedicatorie. 
admir ablewiſedome, although his tongue tid ſprake it, and bis 
bard penne it, Wehaue by Leconfderationwith our ſelnes,and 
indicions aduice from our wiſe and learned brethren, proceeded 


in a courſe different from onr beginning, labouring only to make 


the text as plaine and conſpicuons, as Wee conldin ſo few words, 
without our former additions of Dattrines and Vſes. For we ſaw 
the time would be long before we can!dfiniſh the worke: the prin« 
ting would be chargeable, if mee ſhowldline to bring it to the 
preſſe : the bookes wonld be deare to ſuch as ſhould buy them: and 
the paines wonld be tedious to thoſe which ſhould reade them:and 
albeit ſome might hane more benefit by ſo large a volume, yet 
more may hane ſome benefit by this compendious contrinall: for 
the very h:omledge of the right ſenſe of the Sceriptwres(which in 
this marke we chiefly aime at ) is very commodions in ſundrie re- 
ſets, and the ground-worke of all pietie. That maketh Mini- 
[ters to be ſruirfull Preachers : that maketh prinate perſons to 
be profitable hearers : that yeelaeth matter of wholeſome medi- 
tation to the minde : that PRs vigour of good affettions into 
the heart : that miniſtreth fore of v[efwil ſpeeches to the lippes, 
and that prepareth a way for faith, for repemtance,and all mter- 
nall graces andexternall obedience to the whole man. The want 
hereof is the cauſe why the words of God are ſo much by ſome per- 
werted publikely to ſuch purpoſes, as the holy Ghoſt nener inten- 
ded, both preſſes, and pulpits (which is with teares ro be lamen- 
ted) ſendmg ont fo many erroneon writing s,and ſayings, for the 
confirmation of ſeperation, ſuperitition,mminitice, ſenſual luts, 
and all manner of licentionſnes : and why being by others ſound= 
ly alleaged they are ſo greatly miiftaken,and works no berter ef- 
fefis im thoſe towhom they arepreached, For thu cauſe wee hane 
not been altogether remyſſe in ſearching ont, and ſounding the 
ſenſe of enery ſentence of this books, or in pondering the force of 
enery ward which may ſeeme to carrie ſome weight, ſo farre as 
e207 e, or meancs would extend : but if the learned of 
better indgement ſhall any where finds 0: failing, let thems bee 
rafea to make it appeare vnto ve; and wee dox e not to 
ſtand wilfwlly,or perenptorily in any error, but tobe attentine to 
their reaſons, and reformable in oxr opinions, What woe bane 
dare 


done herein, we thinke it our dutie torecommend as a teftimnig 
of owr lows to your Worſhips patronage ,not donbting but that you 


conſiderin 


ment in i 


K. We explaine are ex- 
inein nothing that 


iron key will ſerne for > pods 


6, «Aud thus with remembrance of 


fl 
our datie,referring the whole works to your wiſe and loning con- 
federation, wee bl Ln and your gracious Arms to the 
bleſſed proteftion of Grd Almightie, beſeeching bin daily 
wore 4nd more to mwultiplie all bis graces and mer- 
cies ypon your ſelfe, and yours, Draiton 
this 10.9f May 161 y. 


| AIEEY $ in all dutie to be 


loun Dom 


Rovznr CinavBi 


+ + es, 


Errata, 


B E informed, good Reader of certaine faults which thou ſhalt meet with in the 
pooke : ſome when the copie was written out, and madeready for the preſſe, 
end other committed in the printing. Diners of them peraduenture without fore. 
beht may trouble thee in thy reading, for that the ſenſe is obſcured ; and therefore 
let me entreat thee cither to take notice of them before hand, or to looke backe to 
this dire Aion when thou findeſt them m their places, or to paſſe by them in loue 
and patience. | 


Page 375.line.z, reade ſenſe. p.q6.1.2.r.ſpeciall. p.y5.1.22.r.Imminent. p.56.1.1.r.affirme- 
tie ſpeeches.p.116.1.3.r.two.p.1 3 4.1.21.put out ſo much as 1 the lunpe or chaos, p.136.Lz.r. 
& bis chufe peſſe/Jion.p.1 3 9.l.7.r habitable part.p.289.1.23.r.ewer P.290. The Hebrew 
word fignificth che rearing of a young Lion. Put owt the 6 of of that para 296 
L17.r.at that time.p.322.1.21.reſſe weighty, Tbid. 1.22.r flately. p. 3271.11. r. P. 329. 
1 11.r. flat roofes. Ibid.l.22.r,par ſued. p.3441.16. put out and. Ibid. 1. 25.r. ſetteth. p. 349. 
). 14. r. poſſo/fton of ſubtance.p.z6 5.1.24. reprey not vpon that little, Ibid. 1. 26. r. fiy at hum. 
page 370.line 3. reade much more there. page 372. line g. r. not but that there is a ſubſtance. 
Ibid. line 14. reade then to be nothing th: better. Page 38g. line 3. reade which they minde. 
p-386.1.13.r.interrogation.p.389.1.1.r, ſinſhaly 1-395; ny nes 15 0 396.1.32.r. 1/h- 
mael.p.400.1.29 r. /howld cauſe,p.qo1.1.10.r.the other oft times hawe buet few croſſts rome wvpou 
then for a time, but ſome one ſtroake cometh at the la} for all, to their viter vudaing. y. 
403.1.4.r.his good mght be procured.,p,go8.1.13.r.become acceſſarie. p. 412-1.8, r. which doe ac- 
cr-w -wnto them, Tbid. 1:3 2.dilepdlation of wounds. Ibid.l.3 5.r.a5 therein, 'p. 416.L1.r. 
b:fieth wp te rojall thrones.y.4 18.1.1 5.r.whichthing thine eyes hawe lbid.L22.r.wherewnte 
#hot art not called.p. 419.1.19.r.compronmet the matter, and referre it to indifſirent arbitrators, 
p.420.1.1 5:r.hardopinion.p.q421.1.18.r.vpos bim.y.422.1.6.7.r.thoaugh here be mention made of 


ow in harueſt,vhach iſit ſhould fall onthe grownd.p.413.1.21.r.n0 reply. p. 435.1. 
49 6s 4 m1re gloriows thing. p.q36.1.23.r. at the firſt view.y.q46.1.20.r. i” A" wa 
tiec,p.441.1.7.r. » P-445. Ls ayer «443.1. 27.r.a5 if he were. ay: L 2. r.they 
bring maeſtation 10 their brethren at the firſt, and them ſUlues at the 1d.1,22.23.r, 


Yg 
fo the end that they bring incenſid,may puniſh ſuch as they hawe a quarrell againſi.p 4 52.1.27.r. 
were farre more untollerable then they.p. 4 57.1.20.r. founteine.p.4z9.1.8.r. effettion.p.q6 1.131 
r,royneed.p.q64.1.23.r.birth ſame.p.q65.1.21.r beſt able eo rnedge of that praiſe. p.468.1.26.r.im 
enother mans labow.p.q69.1.23.r.to pay the price of the field. p. q77. 1.15. r. bath bis attentor. 
Ibid.1,29.r.hearken wnto.p.q804. 24.1. for their fancp.abs.linces howre, 


The Hebrew words are thus to be reformed in the Mergent. 
Page 118.reade h4-4/k. p.ng 5.4. Nichedbnagine, Ibid.r.Roſh.p.364.r.negidim. 
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PLANATION OFTHE 
whole booke of the Prouerbs 
of SALOMON. 
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CHAPTER: 
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Verſe 1. The Parables of Salomon the founs f Do ny 
of /ſracl. 


=> N this whole booke we areto conf der 
GN ' &/3y3 firſt the title or inſcription, being/as'it 
| >| ta. were the head thereof, laid downe in 
o - this preſent verſe, and the fivenext fol- 
lowing,and then thetract or treatiſe as 
Hb dy of the ſame, from the begin- 
ning of the ſeuenth. verſe, tothe end of 
| the laſt Chapter. In-the ticle God 
and a f ;ngular commendation of the 'booke, firftfrom £ 
fubieQ marter : ſecondly fromthe Scribe or penman (both 
which aredeſcribedinthis our rext) and thirdly from the cad 
and vſe thereof,as ſhall appeare in the words enſuing.. The 
martrer of ir is Parables,wh corlopnce farannimeripdcaedaciaty \ 
and myſtical ſayings,not cafe to be vaderſtdod,as when they 
fay to Chriſt, #hy peakeſt thowrs them in perablert And a» Matth.13.r10 
ney noW then ſpeake/#. plainly,and thou ſpeake/t no pares —_ 1629, 
e: ſometimes a borrowed ſpeech, a (imilitude, or 


fora as when it is ſaid, Al rheſe "7 ſpake leſws to the _ Manhag.94] 


k EF Pos GARE ir <ary . 
Fo OR rr OI OD nag ry Is I rr en moe gent nf 
« 


$ pat " 
BT WT PU SS ET Og TOs," 


7 


z Provarss. Chap.t: 


txde in parables: and trmesſhort,and {weeteproucrbiall 
ſentences, full of weight,and wiſdome,as when it &s ſaid : My 
mouth ſhallfpeake of wifedome and the meditation of mine heayt 


is of knowledge. Iwillincline mine tare to 4 parable, and viter 


wy graue matter vpon the harpe. And here now doth the word 
beare 2ll theſe ſenſes in this place. The Scribe whom God 
vicd as his Secretarie,or penman,was Salomen, who is deſcri- 
bed by his parentage, as being Dawid his ſonne, and by his 
dignitie,that he was a King, whoſe honourable eſtate is illu- 
frated by his glorious dominion,or ſubicAs, /--/,the peo- 
ple of the Lord,whom hee had choſen to be his portion,and 
the lot of his inheritance,and that whileſt they were in their 
perfeQion of beauty, both for Church and Common-wealth, 
making bur one, and the ſame entire, and vndiuided bodie, 


notyet diſmembred,norrent aſunder one tribe from another, 


as afterwards they were inthe ſucceeding ages, 


Verſe 2. To know wiſedome and ini{tration, to vnderitand ' 


the words of knowledge, 


HE: beginneth'thethird part of the infcription, where- 
Ainis contained the yſe, and end of this booke, which is 
Firſt, generall, ſuch as is common to all, 
ewofold rf 1343: 

; pR__—_ , fpeciall, ſuch as concerneth 

fore kinds of men, verſ.4.5.6. 
The generall yſc is partly forthe minde, and vnderftanding, 
28 in this verſe, partly forthe practiſe, and waits, as will ap- 
in thenext. Our rext ſaith, that it was written to incite, 
and teach mento kwow wifedowe,go attaine vito,and proceed 
in the kaowiedge of things that makea'man wiſe to ſalua- 
ren: and iafrution,co wit, the meanes whereby wiſedome 


to be obrained, as dotrinr, cxhortation, reprchenfon,8:c. 
wed to ruderſiand the words of , Gyings, and 
' ſecmences,, wherein laoutedge , widedeme is deliue- 


zed,/./ 
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peſt 3.4- ProvErss, 3 


Verſe3. To receine the inftrultion of underFlanding of in- 
ſice,indgement and equitie, 


He knowledge mentioned in the former verſc,is ampli- 
'T be in this, both by che cauſe of it, inftruQtion received, 
whereby vnderſtanding is gotten, and the cffet of it : the 
firſt whereof is i»it:ce, which is not reftrained to the Magi- 
ftrates office,nor to the duties ofthe ſecond table of the com- 
mandements, but to be extended to all the waies of men;thar 
they be warrantable, and lawfull: the ſecond is imdgement, 
which is with mature deliberation to regard all cauſes, and 
circumſtances, that any way tend to the due manner of our 
proceedings : the third is equitie, that we doe not only walke 
with aneuen foote, neither turning to the right hand, nor to 
the left, but to propoſea right end alſoin all that we deale in, 
with truth of heart, and vprightnes, 


Verſe 4. To gine to the ſimple ſharpneſſe of wit, and to the 
ebild knowledge,and diſcretion. 


T9 generall vſe of this booke, and that which is com- 
mon to all, hath been ſhewedin thetwo former verſes: 
now here followerh that which is ſpecial, and concernerh 
ſome kinds of men, as the fampler ſort in- this verſe, and the 
learneder inthe next. 

And itis vttered by way of anticipation, or obieRion that 
might be made againſt the premiſes, in this manner: Theſe 
Proverbs are bin femencos, and the more 
ſhort they are,the more hard and obſoure they be : well may 
great ſchollers,and men of much learning gather wiſedome, 
2nd knowledge fromthem, but weetharare ſimple and hillic 
perſons,vnlettored; volearned,and dull ht a nr 76 
neuer'be able ro-rcaps anyprofir by them : Yes (faith he) all 
ſorts,thatare excrciſed in-them aright, ſhall recciue good by 
them, one as woll asanother. Their orthe calleth by ewa 
names, /ixpple, and children c by a - 
& 4 3 


perſons, 


Pron.14.5. 


Matth.10.16, 


Poway. pahrpx. 


perſons, whom elſewhere he callerh fooliſh, ignorant, ynskil. 
fall,and ſach as beleege every thing told them, and yeeld'to 
every thing impoſed vpon them, .To theſe this booke will 
giue ſharpnes of wit, that is, a good 9 IE quicknes 
of conceit, cunning (asthe word fignificth) of ſubtiltie: bur 
ſuch as is harmeleſle, and holy, not whereby they are apt to 
beguile others, but able (norwub{tanding their dove-like 
ſimplicitic) ro beware and take heed to themſclues, thatthey 
be not beguiled of ochers : which kinde of wiſedome our Sa. 
viour himſclfe commendeth in the Goſpell, By child he mea» 
neth not babes and infants by age, through want of yeeres, 
bur wharſocuer yeeres they haue on their backes, hee calleth 
them children, if they be nouices lacking iudgement, and yn« 
derftanding, or raſh, vnſetled or mutable in that -which they 
know. To theſethisbooke will give knowledge, and diſcre- 


tion, ſoundnes in iudgement, ftaiednes in aftetion, and pru- 


dence in ordering all their waies, . 


+ Verſe5.,4 wiſe man ſhall heare andincreaſe in learning,and 
a man of underſtanding ſhall attaine unto wiſe counſels, 
Verſe6. To vnder/tand a parable, and the interpretation, 


the words of the wiſe aud their darke ſayings. . 


k. TOw-wee come tothe ſecond ſore of them, ro whoſe vie 
1. Nand profit the Proverbs aredeftinated, who are ſer forth 
by ewo titles : firlt they are ſaid ro be wiſe indeed, with an ex+ 
cellent knowledge of things diuine, and humane : ſecandly, 
they are called men of wnder/ianding, ſuch as are qualified 
with an excellent faculcie of petceiuing,diſcerning,and iudg- 
ing of things, that they are not cafic ro bee miſled,or decei- 
. Andtheſe words as well as the former tend to the-preuen- 
tion ofan obicRion, which'out of the former might be aiſed 
in this manner :If your ſayings and ſcatences be ſo plaite and 
eale,thatthe ſimple may ſound thew,and the child may come 
prehend them ; what good will they doeto the wiſcand lear- 
aed? men of iudgement-and knowledge ſhall loſe _ la- 
2949 e Q DOUT, 


—_— oc,  && ww 


Verſe 7: Provanss. 4 
bour, and mifpend theirtime in reading of them, what ſhall 
they get more then they have alreadie ? Yea(faith hee)the 
| tw deepeſiDiuines,; may gatherinftruQion 
omthein,”as well as the vulgar and meaner fort of people. 
They are ſhallow cnoughfor a little childe ro wade in, and 
deepe enough for a great Leviathan to ſwimmein, And ther- 
fore it is ſaid that a wiſe wan by hearing ſhall increaſe in lear- 
wing, that is, there ſhall be added to him a great meaſure of 
knowledge, avd/hdll attaine ro wiſe connſels, to wit, ſhall bee 
inabled to get and purchaſe, poſſefſe, and keepe induiFriome 
connſels or thoughts,cuen ſuch whereby he may be as skilfull 
inthings pertaining to him and his affaires, as the Maſter of a 
ſhip'is in tearing and gouerning it inthe greateſt dangers: 
forfromthence is the word borrowed. Nowthis is further 
amplificd inthe fixth verſe, that they ſhall cauſe him to vn» 
derftand (for ſocthe Hebrew word fgnificth) « parable, any 
prouerbiall ſentence,though difficult and obſcure to others, 
and the interpretation thereof, the true ſenſe and meaning of 
it, the words of the _— their darke ſayings even to diſ- 
cerne of, and vnfold,the moſt intricate points, and to anſwere 
£0 the hardeſt queſtions or riddles, (as the originall text im- 
porterh)ſuch as che Queene of Sheba poſed Ss/owen withall, i King.ro.r.y7 


Verſ.7, The feare of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: 
but feoles deſpiſe wiſedome,and inftruttion. 
us much concerning the ticle or inſcription : now fol. 
: & loweth the treatiſe ir ſelte, which hath two partes :firft, 
the preparation to theprouerbiall ſencence,containing many 
notable exhorrations, and arguments to the ftudie and pra- 
Atiſe of that wiſedome, which is contained in this booke,faid 
downe inthefirft nine Chapters, Secondly, the proucrbiall 
Hyingsthemſclues, from the beginning of thertentb, tothe 
end of the bogke. p 
- i.Jn this preſentverſe is ſedche principal! propoſition, 
and "rm of theſc lion Chop r wv the feare of the 


Lord;a rcuerent awe of bus Mazeſtie, divg from faich, 
_ _—_ 


ET peer ib CE Boe OE 


V1 op 
0 LAT. x 7 - 


o Provents: '* Chap1i 
wherby through the fecling of bis leue,as well as the weighe 
of his diſpleafure,we are afraid to offend him, true pietic and 
godlinefſe (for it 1s a part for the whole worſhip of God, 
whereofit is a principall part, and as/it were the cuſtos and 
keeper of the reſt in their duties, all cuill being committed 
where itis wanting) is the begrmning or head of knowledge,the 
foundation and top,the entrance, proceeding, and perteRion 
of wilcdome, | 

In the latter part of the verſe, hee meereth with an obic- 
Qion, which is made in this manner: As muchas you praiſe 
this vw iſdome,who regardeth it? is it not oy ry the meſt 
part,and reiected cuery where? True (ſaith he) but what are 
they whach contemne it ? fooles, meaning all wicked men. 
And rherefore it is no: matter what account they make of it; 
ynlcflc they were wiſer, The oppoſition then of this ſentence 
Randeth thus: The feare of the Lord is the beginning of knows 
ledge and wile men will embrace it: but how excellent ſoe- 
ucr wrſedome and infiruction is, fooles will baue it in no efli- 
mation, bur ſet light by it, and deſpiſe it, - 


Verſe 8. My fonne heare thy fathers inſiruttion,and forſakg 
not thy mothers teaching. | 

Verſe 9. For they ſhall be a comely ornament unto thy head, 
and as chaines for thy necks, kv TTY 


Rue wiſedome having been before deſcribed, and the 
feare of God commended, he adioyneth an exhottation 
ro-embrace the fame, by making v(c. of the meanestheregf: 
| 5Ficlt,aprecept;ver('B, : 54; 
where we haue toobſerue SSexondly,amemiG,verl'fs 
In the preceprare to be vnderfiood, the fubieRs of it, the 
perſons to whom it is diredted, every faichfull reader, and 
therefore hee ſpeakerh co all, as if x: were one man,and that 
out of pure loue, euen 3s a father to his bcloued childe : and 
becauſe hee ſhould hearken co him, ass louing childe to his 
father,he calleth him his fovve. * 


In the nat place he marrer of the precopt in beqoreds 
40 : 


perſeto0.1t. Pxovenss. 9 
that he heare the doArine, whereby this wiſedome is offered, 
called inffruftion, and teaching, which hee commendeth by 
che efficient infiromentall, to wit, his patents, which ſhould 
incite him,to be attentiue ro both, and contemprtuous to nei= 
ther. 

The promiſe is laid downe in an eligant ſimilitude, ſuiting 
with the capacitic and affeQions of children, tro whom hee 
ſpeaketh, that rhey,namely in/irn3iov and reaching, heard,and 
not forſaken, ſhall be a comely ornament, in Hebrew, an m- 
creaſe of grace to thy head, and as chaines for thy necke,they ſhal 
ſo garniſh and decke thee, that if a-crowne of gold were ſer 
ypon thy head, and a chaine of pearles were put abour thy 
necke, thou couldeſt not be more adorned; and beautified 
before God,and men, 


Verſe 10. Ay ſoune, if ſavers dee intice thee, conſent thou 
wor. 


His verfe, and the nine next following,containe an ex- 


cellenr cauear, to take heed of, and auoid thoſe meanes, 
which make the infiruions of parents,or other goucrnours; 
fruicleſſe, and of none effect, namely, perniciovs,angpeſtilent 
mriicements. This matrer he doth herepropound in generall, 
and _ particularly amplific atterwards, in that which fol- 
loweth. 

Inthe generall he forewarneth his /a-we,thatis,cuery god- 
ly man, and fuch as addi thetmſclues to wiſedeme and ver- 
eue, to beware of ſeducers, ſhewitng both what manner of 
perſons they ate,to wit, ſmwers,and howtrobe avoided, by not 
conſenting vynto thern, or giuing the leaſt eare, or liking to 
their flatteries and deceitfullperiwaſions, 


Verſe 11.1f they ſay,Come with vs we will day wait for blood, 
axd lie prinily for the innocent withont perill. 


Y Ere followeth the particular handling of the fotmer 
marter,in this yerſe, and diucrs of the reſt that follow : 
B 4 whexcin 


$ ProvnRes. -  Chaþ.ts 
wherein areſet downe, firſt the inticing ſpeeches of finners,as 
it were motiues to.winne conſent,and afterwards the whole- 
ſome diſſwaſion of the holy Gholt, as a retentiue to: hold 
them backefromyeelding. In both which we have the coun- 
ſell, or that whereunto they doe moue vs,and the ſeuerall rea+ 
ſons whereupon the ſame is grounded, The motiues of the 
wicked, are to worke miſchiefe, and to-praQtiſe cruchkie by. 
cunning : which the ſpirit of God ſerteth downe according 
to their meaning, in odious termes, ſuch as their owne lippes 
would not ſo apertly vtter, and eſpecially at the firſt: toric 
were enough to fright and diſcourage one, yet not fleſhed in 
finne, to heare ſuch words : Let vs lay waite for blood, vadoe 
men,cither by taking away their lives, or hurting, if not vt= 
terly ouerthrowing their eſtates, which is their purpoſe, but 
not alway their pretence; and lie prixilie, like hunters for 
beaſts, and fowlers for birds,or theeues by the waies fide,and 
enemies in ambuſhment, difſemble, and conceale our mali- 
cious,trecherous,and hurtful plots,yntill we haue aduantage: 
for the innocent, whom Godiuſtifieth, and approueth of, and 
who haue deſerued no ſuch intreaticat the hands of their op« 
preſſors, whom clamorous tongues anemcofenting/any 
not to depraue, as if they were culpable of hainous offences 2 
withouter:ll: for ſo doe the learned take the word here yſed, 
in ſome other place, as Job.g9.17. Hee deitroyeth me with 4 
tempeſt,and woundeth me without danger. . 
And hauing hitherto declared-both the matter, and man= 
ner of their allurements, he now beginneth. to relate their ar- 
uments, whereby they goc about to inucigle the limple:and 
is firft fromthe ſafetic of the attempr, that they may take it 
in hand,and proceed in it freely,and without feare of puniſh 
ment, which is brought in the beginning, and placed in the 
fore-front, to animate themagainltall dread and diſcoursge= 
ments at the onſet. Ln wy F* 


Verſe 


—_ 
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Verſe 12, #+e Wl fwalow them vp aline, hke 4 CTANEFMEN 
whole likg thoſe rbat goe downe wts.the(pite 1 1,1 OO 1 


Ow followerh-the, ſecond reaſon, of theſe remprers, 

drawne from. the facilitie andeaſineſſeof their exploits, 
to prevent the doubes that might ariſe againſt theirprocee- 
dings, for the difficultie of their attemprs, and the doubtful. 
nes of their ſucceſſe: becauſe.thatmany.that could bee con- 
tent to doe any cuill, which may brin 6 odtorthemſclues,or 
hurt co the innocent, yet for feare of toile,repulſe,or evill ſuc- 
cefſe, arc the more vowillingly. drawoe voto.it, Now there- 
fore inticers eyermore take away this ſcruple, and make*the 
ſimple belecue that they can effe it withour any trouble, 


They are able with much cafe, and as little refiſtance,to o- 
uercome and pray vpon the liuing, whom they rake in hand 
to yndoe, as the. graue doth recciue and conſume thedead 
corples,thatare buriedin it,.. | 8 rg 


Verle 13. ſhall finde all preciouc riches, and fpllewr boy- 


ſes with ſpoile,.. 


"To yerſe containerh their third reaſon, which.is taken 
from the commodity that they ſhal ger by their atrempe, 
not pelfe, nor trumperie, not trifles of no yalue, but riches of 
all ſorts, and thoſe that are precious,and in abundance,where- 
with they ſhall ſtore their houſes, as conquerours doe, when 
they hauc the ſacking of cities,and carric away the pray. 


Verſe 14. T how fhalt caſt in thy lot among vs: wee willal 
baxe onepurſe.. | fork: | 


JJ tis en obienion preuented,which rhe partie termpeed 


[ 


maythinke or-ſay : that he ſhall cake as much paines as 
others, but finde lefſegaines, ſeeing it is tobe feared, that you 
being maſters in.chis trade; and captaines in miſchiefe, will 
challenge cbe moſt yneo your ſclucs, and being many, and.of 
- 5 


13 
then robbers,and purſe-takers,or groſſe murtherers : for,faith 
he, ſuch are the waits of taery dne that is ginen 10 gaine: ſo 
ſandeth the caſe both for praQtiſe of crughie;, it occahon 
be offered, and perill of ſelſe-hurting, with all that arc too 
precdie of getting cortmoditie,” lt is the-gaine or conitngyi. 
tie thatis defired with a couerous minde,or compaſied with 
an vnrightcous' hand;#r will cake away rhe life of the-poſſeſſers 
of it, bring deftruQtion-ar laſt of ſoule or body vyponthem 
that ſo vnrighteouſly hane after it. 213% 21913 70-17 
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Verſe 20. Wiſedeme crieth-withour, ſhe putteth foorth her 
voyce im the ſtreetes: | 

Verſe 21. She calleth 'on the top of the aſſemblies, ſhette« 
reth her veyce ut tht emtring of the gates ſhe ſpeakerh ber \verds 
in the 'citie ſaying) 0 OO ot. 


Be: was ſhewed the counſell which the hol Ghoſt 
iverth ro preuent finne, and to detaine men: from the 
Ale of it: and here is effered a direRion to them that 


ra 


auc linned,(as all men have in I they tnay be 


reclaimed from it. And this is. ſee foorth firſt by che author, 
ſccondly by the meane,thirdly by the matter. 

The 4 x is Viſedom#or wiſedomer,the moft high and ex» 
cellent wiſedome /eſssChrift,the erernall wiſedome of Gad, 
in whom arc hid all ehe rrcaſures of wiſedome and know- 
ledge,Col.z.3.who raketh vpon himhere,and in certaine 0+ 
ther chapeers of this booke, the perſon of a Matrone, a Ladie, 
or Princeſle, according to the feminine gender, whereof the 
word chat fignificth wiſtdome isin Hebrew, The manner of 
giuing this aduice and direQion appeareth'in many words, 
as, ſhe crieth,vſcth carneſines,withont,abroad and open] 
pmerh foorth ber yoyce in the ftrectes,ſhe ſpeakerh freely,and 
plainly,andeiftinly,in placesmoft pguayjodiſfe calleth mm 
the top of the aſſemblies,as it were out of an high place, as they 
vicd crodoe which were to make' Ocations, or it0'n 
great auditory or multitude, ſhe v1tereth her vojet as thi en. 
#ring of the gates, whither people were: wont: to. repaire tor 

matters 
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matters of iuſtice and iudgement, Gen. z4.20.Ruth.q.r. And 
wttereth her voyce in the citie,(peaketh audibly and ſenſible in 
euery place andquarrer of rhe citie. All tendeth to this, that 
ſhe lecketh opporrunitie euery where to doe good in euery 

place,in fields, rownes, [ludgementplaces,marker places, pub- 

likely,and priuatly,and by all endeuours, 

The imatrer is contained in the two next verfes, 


| Verſe 22. O ye ſimple ones, bow {ong will ye lone fmplicitie, 
| and corners delight mm ſcorning ;and fooles hate knowledge ? 


Ere beginneth the matter of Wiſedomes ſpeech and di- 
Hearn? which confiſteth of an expoſiulation in this 
yerſe, and ofan exhortation in the next. +34] 
Firſt the perſons with whom 
, ſhe dealeth, 
In che expoſtulacion note Pa > the faults for which 
ſhe blameth them. . 
Ofptrſons three ſorts are reprehended: the firſt are the 
ſimple, ſuch as are void of. ſound iudgement andynderſtan- 
ding, and therefore readie and cafic to bee perverted, as it is 
faid in another place, The ſimple beleeneth exery thing, Pron.14-1% - 
"» The ſecond are ſcorners , ſuch as being ſer ae euill, | 
"Ms 4 _ , deride, and diſdaine all meanes vſed to reclaime 
* them, | 


The third are fooles,who are porn with peſtilent opi- 


nions, and corrupted with wicked courſes of life-and beha- 
uiour, TL 
The faults wherewith ſhe obbraideth them; are the habires 
of euill in them, as of /implicitie in the fimple : of ſcorning'"ith 
the {corners : of fooliſhnes in the fooles, whereof ſhe conuin- 
ceth them by two arguments: one, that. they are obflinate, 
and perhiſt in them, which is intended in how long ? the othev, 
that their hearts and affe ions were poſſeſſed with them, in 
thatthey /ovedthe ſame,and delighted thercin,andbatedts be 
cured ofthem, 6% 9 LUI 
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an old confederacie,will make my part the leaſt, Anſw. Yea 
the bootie ſhall be diuided moſt equally, and then according 
to the faſhion of Merchants, wee will caſt lors ro derermine 
each mans part, (and that which is more) thou ſhalt in the 
meane time haue money of vs if thon wanteft, to defray thy 
charges :thou ſhalt live ofour purſe, and wee in the We caſe, 
will ofthine,we will haue a common bagge among vs. 


Verſ.15.My ſonne,walke not in the way with thews : refr aine 
thy foote from their path. 


Ow are we come to the retentiue, or dfſwaſfion where. 
by the ſpirit of God withholdeth his thifdrenfrom con- 
ſenting ro the cunning inticements of ſinfull ſeducers, which 
he firſt beginneth with a'debortarion, and then confirmeth 
with arguments, | 
The dehorration is yſed in this verſe;-as'an*antidote,'or 
counterpoyſon againſt their virulent tongues, direQly oppo=- 
fite totheir counlell or call, Come(ſay they )Jand goe with vs : 
wy ſonne (ſaith hee) walte not in the Way with them, conuerſe 
not with ſuch in friendſhip, renounce their acquaintance, and 
haue little to doe with them : refraine thy foote from their 
path, be nor where they hannr,or are, if thou canſt chuſe, 


Verſe 16, For with their feete they runne to exill, and make 
haſte to ſhed blood. | 


He deceivers come armed with guilefull ſhewes ofrea- 

ſon, like ſwords,and offenſive weapons ro wound mens 
conſciences, by drawing them into miſchiefe, and therefore 
the holy Ghoſt offereth ys ſubſtantiall and forcible argu- 
ments like ſhields and defenfiue weapons to refit, them: 
whereof wee haue one hett ten from their Hurtfoll trugll 
diſpofition,which appcarerh by their effeQs, the doing of exill, 
and the ſbeding of blood;ehpecially by themantier thereof. in 
that they runne and make ſuchhafte thireunto. Atid this'is 
affutnied out of theit dye words inthe cleticntb eats, © 
Veiſe 
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Verſe 17. Fer is veine is charred "= te 96 of 
wl that bath whige 
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A* before he aduiſcth ina godly: anbratwmagus aid, a 


yeelding to the imicements of thoſe wicked tompters, 
been all cheir waiestendrothe daingot but-:{o herechee 
diſlwaderh them by another argument, fromthe vacerroine 


XX cuent of their attempts,contragiiing IT avdabier 
IT luce promiſes which they madeto themſelues of proſperous 
*FE luccefle,in the tweltch and thirteenth-verſcs, and this he doth 
IX by a imiliude : :alchough they bee as confident of ſpeeding 


well,as if chey had gottci. the pray alrcadie, yer .can-they no 


AY more afluredly faychatthgir counſel andquupoles ſhell take 


effe, then an vnskilfull fowler (which laigth his es and 


i | ſaares openly) can certainly affirme, that hee will catch the 


birds thatareflyinginihe RING ———— nets 4 are 


—# laidto ſhuoae thems:! 


Verſe I 8. Mera ghepley med aoferther one bod, —_ 
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the former ewa veaſans, he hc, 2 
third from the danger and petill. ofaheirplots,thatithe 
greatelt hurt is like ro iredpund 10 thertiſelues : they | 


7 ſhed blood,and forbey ſhall,byt itis thoir owpe; Thoy wie al 
>> theirartts cake away life, and miake'a laughter,and whac they 
22} fhalldoeybur theyarerbemes to'Þce killed, themſelues wut 
77 beſlaine. And wherethenisi thedaſftie whidh.ghry fo wuch 


OY RAY we CO ATR yr er Meth 
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JOware we.conietetheicondufion of this ciktgontins- 

in 'allthac hath been fpokeo hetero, is knit ypſenten= 
Fs acglayanon, and applicd to: -_ 
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then robbers,and purſe-takers,or groſſe murtherers :for,ſaith 


he, ſuch are the waits of taery die that is ginen 10 gaine: (0 
ſtandeth the caſe both for praQtiſe of crughkie;,.it occaſion 
be offered, and perill of ſelfe-hurting, with all that are too 
precdie of getting cortimoditie,” lr is the -gaine or conitngdi- 
tie thatis defired with a couerous minde,or compaſiced with 
an vntightcous' hand;jr will rake away rhe life of the-poſſeſſers 
of it, bring defiruQtion- ar laſt of ſoule or body vponthem 
thar ſo ynrighreouſly hane afcerit. M116 21911370 1 


Verſe 20. Wiſedeme crieth without, ſhe putteth foorth her 
wvoyce in the ſireetes: | | 

Verſe 21. She calleth 'on the top of the aſſemblies, ſherutte« 
reth ber veyce at tht entring of the gates ſhe ſpeakerh her vords 
in the 'citie ſajing)'' 00 0 oo «lr £ 


Efore was ſhewed the counſell which the holy Ghoſt 
iveth to preuent ſinne, and to detaine men fram the 
rachiſe of it: and here is effered a direRion to them that 
bad finned,(as all men have in encryplace) chat they tay be 
reclaimed from it. And this is. ſer foorth firſt by the author, 
ſccondly by the meane,thirdly by the matter, 
The amhor is /#iſedowm#or wiſedomer,the moſt high and ex» 
cellent wiſedome /eſ#sChri/t,the erernall wiſedome of Gadd, 
in whom arc hid all che trcaſures vf wiſedome and knows- 
ledge,Col.2.3.who taketh vypon him here,and in certaine 0+ 
ther chaprers of this books; theperſan of a Matrone, a Ladie, 
or Princeſle, according tothe feminine gender, whereof the 
word chat fignificth wiſtdome isin Hebrew, The manner of 
giuing this adaice and direQion appeareth'in many words, 
as, he crieth,vſcth earneſines,wirhont,abroad and openly, ſhe 
pmeth foorth ber voyce in the firectes ſhe ſpeakerh freely,and 
plainly,andeiftinQly,ia placesmoft frequented, foe calleth:ow 
the top of the aſſemblies,as it were out of an high place, as they 
vicd trodoe which were to make'Ocations, or tg'n 
great auditory or multitude, Jhe vitererh her wojet at (thi en. 
ring of the gates, Whither people were wont: to;repairedoy 
matters 


* 
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| matters of iuſtice and iudgement, Gen.34.20.Ruth.q.r. And 
vttereth her voyce in the citie,(peaketh audibly and ſenſible in 
euery place and quarter of rhe citie. All tendeth to this, thac 
ſhe lecketh opportunitie euery where to doe good in cuery 
place,in fields,rownes, ludgementplaces,market places, pub- 
likely,and war ee by all endeuours, 
' The 1narrer is|contained in the two next verſes, 


7 Verſe 22. 0 ye fmpleones, bow long will ye lowe ſimplicitie, 
== «rd ſcorners delight in ſcorning ;and fooles hate knowledge ? 


A Het beginneth the matter of Wiſedomes ſpeech and di- 
: reion, which confifteth of an expoſtulation in this 
yerſe,and of an exhortationin the next. %t | 
_ ws _ with whom 
edealeth, 
In che expoſtulation note Secondly the faults for which 
ſhe blameth them. . 
2 Ofptrſons three ſorts are reprchended: the firſt are the 
2 fimple, ſuch as are void of. ſound iudgement andynderſtan- 
* ding, and therefore readie and cahic to bee peruerted,as it is 
faid in another place, The ſimple beleeneth exery thing. Pron.14-3% + 
— The ſecond are ſcorers , ſuch as being ſec 3, ok euill, | 
py __ , deride, and diſdaine all meanes vſed ro reclaime 
— them, 
"2 Thethirdarefoo/es,whoare poyſoned with peſtilent opi- 
27 nions, and corrupted with wicked courſes of life-and beha- 
== uiour, | AIR 
The faults wherewith ſhe obbraideth chem;are the habires 
of euill them, as of /implicitie in the fimple : of ſcorning\i 
the {corners : of fooliſhnes in the fooles, whereof ſhe conuin- 
ceth them by two arguments: one, that they are obſtinate, 
and perfift in them,which is intended in how long ? the othev, 
that their hearts and affeQions were poſſeſſed with them, in 
thatthey /oedthe ſame,and de/ightedthercin,andbatedts be 
cured of them, 4 
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ie Verſe 23. Tarve you at my correftion, bebold Twill 
il 4 ont my ſpirit unto you and make you vnderſtand my words, 


[. 

q 

cor 
Iſedome having ſearched into their ſore, and diſco. 8 E 
i / VV the ſame vnto them, doth now apply a plaiſter ſes 
| 1 which may heale it : and after a ſharp rebuke for their former ' I wi 


AE oY 


F follic and contempt, ſhe _ remedie for thetimeto 

3 come, by faithful counſell, with an exhortation : wherein may *® Jef 
i 5 Firſt the dutie that isto beperformed, Fit, 
'' be obſerued, 4 Secondly, the motiues that ſhould induce ** rhi 
” them to it, k-4 

3: The dutie to be performedis repentance and reformation, 2 ui! 
'F which ſhe calleth turning, by a fimilitude taken either from FM ro 


craucllers, that haue gone the _— way, and muſt come ru; 
back againe,or from ſeruants,or children,or ſouldiers, which ui! 
hauc run away from their goucrnours,and ſo yndone them- "ba 
ſelues. '2mÞ 
The moriues are two : the former is from that ſharpnes an 
whichthe Lord had vſcd toward them, either by rebukes or "x 
chaſtiſements: and the latter from that kindnefle which hee "xic 
would ſhewynto them, the promiſe whereof is noted with Fe 
the word of obſeruation, Behold, as intending athing admi- 4 
rable and worthic to be looked ypon of all : and fo indeed are * 
the things promiſed, the effeQts of his kindnes, as namely hee * 2 : 
would beſtow his fperie vpon them, and gifts and graces of 
the holy Ghoſt,and that not ſparingly andina ſmall quanti- 27 
tie,but plentifully,and in great abundance, as rich fountaines 2X 
cauſe their waters to boyle out; (for ſo doth the word figni- 7 *f 
fic) and more particularly hee promiſerh to illuminate their | 
minde,with the fauing adage of his holie will, which is L 
the worke and fruite of the ſpirit, that ſhall be powred ypon. 


Verle-24. Por « much at I call, but yee refuſe, I firorch ont 
wine hand,but none regardeth: WF: a 
Verſe 
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Verſe 25. But yed:fpiſe all my comnſell, and will none of my 
correAion. 


| Fi Wiſedome hath perſwaded wicked men to re- 


pentance, by expoſtularrons, exhortations, and promi. 


*X ſes : now ſhe declareth the miſerableeſtare of wilfull perſons, 
= with comminations,menaces,and thremnings. 


The iudgement that ſhe denouneerh apainſt them, is no 


" lefſe then deftruRtion it ſelfe, which isſhewed by the cauſe of 
it, in theſe two verſes, and by the grievoutnes of ir, in the 
= three next. 


The cauſe is obſtinacie and peruerſenes, whereof ſhe con- 


| FE vinceth them, partly -+ her benignitie and kinde droling 
XZ towards them, and partly _—_— ingratitude, and comemp. 
2X ruous behauiour rowards 
2 uicement,to be partakers of her graces: ſhe frotoberb our hey 
"bard: vnto them : but rhey refuſed to hearken and yeeld 0< 


er : ſhe calleth ther by way of in- 


Ft nan and de- 
ES rh 


*Frions which ſhe gaue vnto them, avawortdwenedf her cor. 
Fetions, they were wearie of her rebukvs and ans, 
 2dÞut not amended by them. 


2 Verſe a6, 7 wil fs lngh ar your caemitie, and mock 


n your frare commeth, 
Verſe 27. Ca I arr dt tae ar 


ow and your deftrabbioneyprocherd at a whe-winde : when 


= affiiction and ang wiſh ſhall cone vpn youu? '- 
Verſe 28. Then they ſhall call upon me,but I will not heare, 


- nbey ſhal fooky me reroly us tht ſoul nor Pre in. 


oh pur" rheirmiſorie houjng been expreſſed in ihe 
premiſles,the gricuouſnes thereofis in theſe words dts 


| {eribed : as firſt that they ſhall be comforcleſle, and helpleſſe, 


the Lord flewing himfſelfe rigineoufly vtneveifall ro them 
the-- 


16 Prov. .” - Chap 
the Lord avy diſpoſition of laughter, or ſcorzivg, but'for 
mans capacitie he is often inthe Scriptures reſemb}ed to.mag 
with humane affeQions : as here, becauſe be will not care for 
them, bur cali them off, he is ſaid ro deride them ; for thaririy 
a miſerie not to be relicued in miſerie, but a double corfie and 
woeto beieſted at ofthoſe who onely can _—_ them.  - 
Secondly,the manner ofthe plague amplified with ſo ma» 
ny words and {imilies, doth proue it to bee grieuous : as, be- 
cauſeit will be terrible, and make them ſore afraid, it is called 
by the name of feare, and it is ſaid to come like an horrible do» RS 
ſolation : the word properly fignifietha furious breach of any 
thing, breaking and ouerthrowing whatſocuer it meeteth # 
with: and it is compared to awhirle-winde, which commeth 2 
ſuddenly and with great violence,not onely blowing vp duſt, 
and chaffe, and light matter, but blowing downe oftentimes 
trees,and houſes,and ay; p- ; 
Third!y,the effe&s which it will worke ſhall giue teftimo» 8 
nie ſufficient of the ſharpnes of Gods proceedings againſt # 
them: for that their hearts ſhall be filled with aMiGtion, and 8 
anguiſh, and their tongues ſhall be compelled through ex- #3 
tremitie of rorment and danger to cric to him, whom they 7 
haue contemned, but ro-no purpoſe, and without ſucceſſe: 
for he will »or a#ſwere them, that js, grant their requeſts, but 7 
will reftifie his wrath, and increaſe their ſorrow, by denying b- 
the things any pray for: yea the preatnes of their diftreſſe "2 
ſhall inforce them to ſecke him earely, very diligently and = 
carefully, they ſhall ſpare'no paines, x bak ſhall breake their = ® 
leepes in the morning, and yer ſhall nor finde him gracious © 
and mercifullto themin their griefes and perplexities. | 


Verſe ahem e they hated knowledpe, and did not chu 
the feare of the ry n X : — 


Verſe'30. They would none of my connſell, but deipiſedall | 


wy correttions, . _ 


EinGteth Riill vponthe point in hand,and-iwftifierh his 
accuſation, by repetition of thoſe ſinnes which up 
| Caure 


\ jv 
4 % 4 b 
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| cauſe them to bee ſo ſearefully plagued. And in reckonin 
| them vp, be beginneth with rH cnn heeendedin 6 
ion, their hatred of knowledge : and whereas he vp- 
| braided them with refuſall of wiſdomes gratious offers, and 
| thatthey regarded chem nor, hee makethir good by this, that 
they choſe not the feare of the Lord, they wouldnot learne to 
bereligious and godly, when meanes and opportunities were 
XX miniftred yntothem.And before it was ſaid vntothem,ye bawe 
7 deſpiſed allwy connſell, and would noxe of my correftion; here it 
ſai of them, they wonld none of my connſell, but bane deſpi- 
correttios; the ſenſe is the ſame though the words be 


XZ ſomewhat vacied. 


= Verſ.31. Therefore ſhall they eate of the fruit of their owne, 
7 exdbe filedwith their owne devices, 


former two verſes contained a rehearfall of the ceom- 
plaint, and this a renewing of the threatning, wherein he 


7 dectarechcheirdefiruQion tobee iuft, andaccordivg to their 
== owne deſerts, by a fimilitude in this manner : cuen as it is e- 
23 qual! that planters or plowmen ſhould eate of the fruit or 


ine which chey haue nouriſhed or ſowne, and laboured 
, eſpecially if they haue encreaſed much fruir, or ſowne 
much corne,or taken much guiueny that then they ſhould bee 


R partakers of the lahours of their hands more plentifully: ſo 
* Randeth ir with the rightcouſnefle of God to giueto theſe 

ir  # thattbey may eate of the - rg of their owne way, thatis, taſte of 
F. 10n 


that ſorrow and confuſien which their diffoluteliues and fro- 


ward hearts doe duly demerit. And bee filled with their owne 


= deaices; albeitthey could never make an end of inventing and 


| practiſing that which is evill, yetthey ſhalt bee {ated ac laft 
and Da An with _ efeaath enl.Such —_— oſDnms, 
deſperation,and torment, t 
themſclucs ouerburthened therewith, asis the Romacke, 
whenk hepyedied with too machmaes, rodmadealoby 
3 + | OT TTITT | ugg LIE —_ 


C Verſ, 


18 Proven. Chapt 


Verſ.3 2. For the rrwing away of the fimple flaieth thewr 
and the proſperitie of fooles deſtrayeth them, | 


i 4 : peo 444-4 : ” 
4 + He former part of this verſe is annexed to the-premiſſes, 
[ 4 both as an explication and confirmation of che fame 
F 8: for what are the wares which ſmple ones (that is, ſuch as haue 


'T ; not diſcretion to get knowledge,when it is offered) ſhall eate 
'F ; the fruite of their turning away, their wilfull refuſall of wiſe« 
7 domes inſtructions, which they will neither learne,nor obey, 
Ly nor with any liking ſo much as looke rowards : and whatare 
$ the fruites which ſuch finfull waies doe cauſe thoſe ſimple id« 
j | iots to cate of? death and damnation : they ſlay them: if they 
{F bring not violence vpon their bodies, yet they bring both 
| i body and ſoule to perdition for euer. The latter part preuen« 
| i? teth an obieCtion that might be made, and often is, againſt 

4; this and the former ſentences of wifedome : Dorhconteinps 
11. tuous turning away ſlay the ſimple? and doe defpiſers eate 
tat. the fruices of their owne'waies? how. commeth'it to paſſe 
then, that of all others. they commonly thriue beſt,and few 
are found fo proſperous, and in ſo good efiate as they? The 
an{were is made that tbe proſperitie of fooles ſhall deſtroy them; 
bothin w—_ their judgements, and making it the more 
grieuous: and ſo ſtoppeth nor, but furchereththe executions 
of wiſedomes threatnings, : 1 


p Verſ.3 3. Bat be that obeyeth me ſhell dwell ſafely from foare 
of exill, 4 


Aftly, this point: is amplified, and:ſoſhut 'vp bythe con- 
trary, _— the behaviour and condition of the godly; 
altogether oppolitees char of the ſunple ones, ſeorners, and 
Vs fooles, formerly deſcribed : fortheſe here commended, des 
ot | ſpife nor wiſedorme;nor turtie away from her,bur heartien ar- 
< || tentively and yecld obedience vno her tant thereforechey 
[|| le nor in danger of death, of plagues and puniſhments, bue 
| vel ſafely, are out of perill of deſtcuion, or of any hurt, 
344% þ though 


Verſe te Prxovines. 19 

though notexempted from all croſſes and ſufferings, and bee 
quiet from feare of exif, not onely noevill ir ſelfe, fach as 
would be noiſome and pernicious, ſhall affray them, bur not 
ſo much as a ſuſpicion and dread of it ſhall goe to his hearr, 
- todiſmay him, Yer becauſe no man can perfeRly obry wiſe - 
dome in all things,the beſt in their infirmities are ſometimes 
perplexed and troubled with doubts, but never ſubdued, or 
veterly diſcouraged by them. See chap. 10, yerl.9. 


Me — M———— 
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CHAPTER Ro II, 


L Ona—_— 


—— M———— —_— — 


Verſe 1. ©My ſonne, if thou wilt receine my words, and hide 
my commandemens with hee, 


He wiſedomeand ſpirit of God having denoun- 
ced moſt fearfull and ynauoidable iudgements 
againſt obſtinate c5temners, doth leaue them, 

FJ) and commerth now to teach and inconrage 

© ſuchas will be tra&table : whom in this chap- 

rer-hee aſſiſteth' partly by'preceprs, preſcribing the duties 

which they are toperforme; and partly by promiſes, aſſuring 

them of the good ſuccefſe; which they ſhall n6rfarlets finde. 

The duties are ſet downe generally in this firſt verſe, and 
moxe particularly in three next following, 

The generall dutie is to giue due intertainment'to Gods 
holy meſlages firſt by recerning his words,nor onely to heare 
them when they are graciouſly tendered; but gladly and wil- 
lingly embrace them with vnderftanding, and ſo to be affe- 
Red and mouedin heart with'the power of them, as to defite 
and endevour:to obey them, andthen'by hiding bis comman- 
dements cokeepe them carefully being receined, which is'ex- 
preſſed and madelightſome 'by a compariſon taker from! the 
charinefſc of men, inpreſerving of their money, their iewels, 
or ought cl{crharts precious vntothemn +for ſuch things they 
veto; lay:vpdafcl,andtheeperhom vnder locke and key,rbar 
they be not robbed and beguiled ef them} Jo 
yo Ca Verſs 
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Verſe 2. And cauſe thine eares to bearken to wiſdom andins 
cline thine heart to under/tandmg. 


He particular duties are the exerciſe of theſe meanes, 

whereby knowledge and grace is obtained : which bes 
ing foure innumber, two are contained in this verſe, 'and'in 
thethird, and the lat in the fourth. The former ofthe rwo&'ls 
the atter.tion of the{care, not hearing onely bur hearkening, 
and diligent heed raking, to that which is ſpoken,making the 
caretoattend and hearken. The latter inplace, though firſt 
in order, is the defire ofthe ſoule, which metaphorically, and 
by a comparifon from corporall ſubſtances, hee callerh the 
bowing of the heart, the aging it by the helpe of the 
ſpirit, to bereligiouſly affeRed at Gods ſacred ordinances, + 


Verſe 3. Teaif thoncalleſt for -miſdome; and lifte# vp thy 
wojce for underſtanding. (i | 


O the two former duties, he conditioneth with them to 
adioyne a third, ifthey would availe to get grace, and 
that is prayer ; the manner whereofis preſcribed in thewords 
of crying and lifting vp of voyce, importing the feruency of 'ir 
that it oughtto.be ardent and earnelſk, | | 5, yly 


bid treaſures, : 


Verſe 4. If rhom ſeeks her a« ſilner, and ſearch for her, asfor 
He fourth meanes is here laſtly preſcribed, that ſtudy 
and induſtry be vſed, by reading,hearing,conferring,and 

meditating,&c. Andthis is ſet forth by = compariſon, a wex 

dig for ſilver, euen with as much paihes, great coft, earneſt 
atfeQion,and conflant cominuance therein till we have found 
r,euen. asthe worldly man doth for filuer or gold; br'uny 
treaſure which is hid in ſome cloſe, rong andſecrer place; as 
in.che ground or within a wall, whether nien' cannot come; 
bur bytoile and great abour 7 andyer notimpoſſible re bee 
compaſſed by paineszaking.!.»'/ 1» { b15 1197) )on tn nd ph 
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Verſe 5. Then ſbalt thou vnderſtand the feare of the Lord, 
$1d finde the knowledge of God. 


Frercthe preceps and inſtruQtions,followeth the promiſe 
Ao good ſuccefleto —_—_ which is traQtable to ob- 
O 


© ſerue theſe conditions propoſed, be ſhallwnderſland the feare 
= of the Lord, his heart and conſcience ſhall experimentally bce 
© acquainted with true piety andreligion,and ſoundly alſo ſea- 
7377 ſoned with an ps age, and made iudicious in the 
PR and do 

1 


F20 
i errors, in meaſure competent for his ſakuation, 


rines of faith : ſo that he ſhall be well able 


ſcerne berweene light and darknes : berwecne truth and 
Verſe 6. Foy the Lord yuh wiſaome , out of bis menth 
ſtanding. 


Heſe words are added for a double vie, as well to be a 
confirmation of the promiſe, as an amplification of that 


= excellent gift which is promiſed, and they aptly ſerue for 
& both, For (touching the former) how ſhould they which in 
ZE due manner ſceke wiſdome miſle of it, ſeeing that he which 
XZ incourageth them to labour for it with-aſſurance of obrai« 
= ning iit,is he which bath the diſpoſing of it,and that is ehowah 
2 himſelfe,theeternall, vnchangeable, and alſufficieor,who can 


be; eafily worke it with a word, as the manner deſcribed impor 


7 teth, ow of bis month commeth vnderſtanding. That is o_ 


his 
blefling, it being in a borrowed ſpeech afcribed to: God, 
which properly Fr to man, who commonly make 
their promiſes and appointments by the , words of their 
mouthes:in like mannec{rhough the Lord being a ſpirithath 
no vſc of mouth, or other corporall members, and being om« 
—— his will es hs enough, without the helpe 
of words) yer for our weake capacity that which'he effeQu- 
ally worketh, is imputed rothe force ofhis words,as Mar.4. 
4+ Man ſhallnot line by bread only, but by exery word that pro- 
eeednth ont of the month of God, . 3-33. Ont of the month of 
| 3 


the 
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the mall high proceedeth not exill and good? Tonah 2.10. And : 
the Lord jþa.ewvnto the fiſh,and ut caſt vp Tonah vpon the drie 3 
land. And touching 


i, 


cos, i, 


the laiter,namely the amplification, whos . 


focuer ſhal heedtully attend tothe purpoſe of the holy Ghoſt, *# 
may cuidently perceiuethac wiſedome-is intbis verſe,and the JE 
rwo next extolled and fer forth byrhe cauſe, the glorious and 
bountifull author thereof: and in the reſt that follow,is come 


mended by the effes,the fingular and admirable fruices ofit, 
The author wee ſec isthe Lord /chowah,the onely origiaall, 
perfect, abalute, and cternall being, and that out of his moſt 
gracious mouth it proceedeth, 


Verſe 7. He hath laid vp tre ſubitance for the righteous: 
he is a ſhicld to them that walke wprightly. 

Verſe 8. That they may keepe the paths of equitie: and hee 
preſerneth the way of his Samnts, | 


Auing had occafion to ſpeake of Gods beneficence, in 
.bettowing that dinine and celeſtiall gift of wiſedomeghe 
proceedeth further to mlarge his praiſes, tor the efteRs of his 
1. The ſpeciall fauours which hee ſhew- 
goodnefle,where \ cth. 
may be noted: ')2.To what manner of perſons they doe 
belong. 

The fauours here mentioned are, prouifion and protetion, 
The former whereof is ſet foorth by a fimilitude from proui- 
dent fathers, who take care for their children, and not onely 
maintaine them with foode, and other neceflaries, while they 
2re young, but carcfully ger, and lay vp to make them a ftoeks 
when they come to age: So,;and beater dealeth the Lord for 
his ſonnes and daughters: for where® men gathet corruptible 

oods for theirs, which many times come to nothing, and they 
aue no vicof them, hee hiderh that which is a being (as the 
word figmfierh) for his :rhey ſhallbe ſure to enioy the bene« 
fic. of it;zrhe treaſuresof grace, ivy, and glorie, arc ſafely r&> 
ſerucd for them. The lacter is of two ſorts, the one corporall 
oncerningthe outward man, as afrtic from bodily _—_— 


_ 


Ferſe 9. PROVERBS. 23 
and externall dangers, which is alſo declared by a borrowed 
XX ipcech, be being called a ſhield, rhar will intercept all noiſome 
XE& firokes, and practiſes, that none ofthem ſhall lighe ypon his 


| people,to hurt them, chough for theirtriall, humilitic,and 0- 


KEE ther profitable vſes,rhey may be afflicted by them. The other 
RE is ſpirituall — che inward man, as ſafetie from finne, 


© and Saran, and apoltaſie, that notwithſtanding, by theſe ene- 
© mies of the ſoule,they are in perill either to be mifled through 
= crafr, or to beethruſt our of the right way, through violence, 
yet they ſhall teepe the paths of equitie; they ſhall. perſeuere, 


XX and proceede im theiryertnous courſes, And why ? For he pre- 
IXE [crxeth their way, he doth as it wereeſtabliſh and gard them in 


* their weldoing by his grace, fromthe force and power of their 
| owne corruptions, and the diuels temptations, and wicked 
| mens cuill counſels,and the worlds allurements, yea hee dire- 
| Reth, and by his prouidence proſpereth the purpoſes, words, 
 actions,and the whole courſe of their liues. Now he deſcri- 
& beth thoſe, for whom this proviſion is made, and to whom 
= this protetion pertaineth diuerſly : firſt from their truth and 
finceritie, calling them righreons ones, Secondly, from their 
holy conuerſation, that hoy walke vprightly. Thirdly, from 
their happie eſtate, that they are the Saints of the Lord: the 
deriuation of the Hebrew word importeth ſuch as to whom 
God ſheweth mercie, and ſo are made alſo godly, and merci- 
| full. So much forthe cauſe of wiſedome, now follow the ef- 


= fees. 


Verſ.9. Then ſhalt thou vnderſtandrighteonſnes and indge- 
ment and equitie,and enery good path, 


_ effeR of wiſedome, which hee here beginneth to in- 
treate of, is the vigour ang efficacie of it, whereby the 
are induced and made ableto doe that which is good,as theſe 
words declare,and become circumſpe& and cautious to ſhun 
that which is evill : as will appeare in the ſequell of that which 
followerh, Then, when thou haſt applied thine eares, & heart 
to wiſedome ; when thou haft called for ynderftanding:when 
C 4 thou 
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thou baftdiligently ſought for it, and foundit, the Lord be. 
Rowing it vpon thee, then ſhale thou vnderiiand,both know, 
& wditiouſly exerciſe inflice,that which is lawful &right,and. 
indgement, prudence and good diſcretion, and equity, faith< 
full and plaine dealing ,avd ewery goodpath, all good courſes of 
righteovſnefle and religion. And that he meaneth a praQticall 
knowledge,and not an intelleQtuall onely,it may bee ſeene by 
conference with other places ; as chap, 8,y.20. 7 eauſe to walke 
in the way of righteonſnes,and m the middeit of the paths of indge= 
went, Andjn the firſt chapter, verl.3, Toreceiue inirultion, ts 
dae Wiſely by initice,and tndgement,and equity.See more there. 


Verſ.10. When wiſedome entreth into thine heart, and know- 
ledge delighteth thy ſonle. 

Verſ.11. Then ſhall connſell preſerne thee, and vnderitanding 
ſhall krepe thee, 

Verſ.12. Anddcliner thee from the enill v4y, 


H Auing in few words, but very fgnificant, exprefſed the 
force of wiſedom in conduCting & inabling men to that 
which is good; he is now about to declare the vertues of it;for 
conſeruation againſt that which is cuill: it is by a borrowed 
manner of ſpeech,or figure which we call Profopopeia,compa- 
redtoa watch or guard, fuch as Princes and great menare 
wont to have about them for the ſafery of their perſons; and 
therefore itis ſemb'ably ſaid in the eleuenth verſe, (contai- 
ning the ſumme ofall) that conyſell all preſerne thee, and v1- 
derttanding ſpalikeepe them; their ſoules ſhall be as ſafe by the 
power thereof, as the bodies of thoſe which have a band of- 
armed men to waite vpon them, Heereunto in the tenth verſe 
be maketh a paſlage, by teaching him that would receive de- 
fence from wiſedome,how he mui beprepared for it :and af- 
terwerds inthe twelfth, and thoſethat follow, hee ſpecifieth- 
the | we 9 ies things from which hee ſhall bee prote- 
Qed. lathe preparation are two things required firft, that 
W:ſedome come not into the head only,ſo as it be vnderftood, 
or may bediſcourſed of: but ins the heart, to ſeaſon the con» 

ſcience 


Chap.2: | 


BE. 


a; _— — — g— — — 
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fcience,and thatit be fingularly loued, which wilproduce this 
| effec, that knowledge ſhall delight the ſowle,be pleaſant vato it, 
* as beautifull ſights are to the eyes,according to the proper figg 
| nification of the word ; or as meate anddrinke are rothelng 
gry and thirſtie,or any thing which-we relliſh well, in which 


N => lenſe the word is alſo ſomtimes vſed, as Prou.9.17, His bread 


TE i pleaſant,coe, The hurtful logos which wiſedome will 

"7X defend a man,are of two ſorts ; ſomearereall, or auall, as the 

** enill way, wicked behaviour, finfull attempes, exorbitantcour- 

© ſes: ſome are perſonal}, as meanes and cauſes of the former, 

Zand theſe mentioned inthelatrer ftreame of the twelfth verſe, 
# and more fully in thoſe that next enſue it. 


Verſ.12, And from the man that ſpeaketh peruerſe things . 


Alemon hath ſhewed the aQuall evill, the wicked courſe 
of life, from which the lovers of wiſedome ſhall bee ſhiel- 


: E ded. And now hee proceedeth to promiſe them ſafety alſo 


' from the means thereof, ſuchpeſtilent perſons as yſe to entice 


222 and corrupt others : 


I 1: Difiolute men. . 


and theſc are 
2. Whoriſh women, 

Both-which hee deſcribeth at large, fiſt the men, and them 

| by fundryeffeRs, wherof cach one asit were by fteps ſurmoun= 


= teth an other : the firlt is their ſpeech, that they ſprake pernerſe 


7 things, tending to the diſhonour.of God, and the peruerting 
+ of menzasthe root and originall ofthe word imponteth... 


Verſ.13.. And from them that leane the paths of righteouf- 
welſe,towalkem the paths of darkeneſſe, 


F 


He ſecond effect of wicked men is their behaujour, atid 


deeds; (for ill peaking is cuer accompanied with ill do- 
ing) and theſe are ſer forth by an oppolizian, or. compariſon 
of contraries, whereby their courle of life, is made more ai- 


ous; and therefore iK is laid, that they forſakg the parhs of reghe 


teonſnes, 


” 
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reonſneſſe, which are alſo the pathes of light, to walke in the F 
pathes of darkeneſſe, which are the waics of ignorance andinj» 7 


quity ;asifhe ſhould haue ſaid, they turne from the right way 
of knowledge and obedience,which leadeth to ſaluation, and 
eraucll in the waies of ſinne towards deſtruction: andtheir 
fault herein is ſo much the fouller, inthat they goe not aſtray 
by meere error,or infirmity of theirnature,as if they could nor 
learne, or neuer were direRed to a better way z but againſt 
their knowledge,and contrary to the light,they wilfully ſhun 
that good courle which is approued of God, and conforme 
themſclues to the will of Satan, and praiſe that which they 
would neuer haue examined by the rule of the word : for the 
ſhine thereof would diſcouer the hideouſneile of it, and make 
it appeare tobe odiousandlothſome. 


Verſ.14. Which revoyce in doing exill, and aclight in wicked 
frowardneſſe, 


Yn third property and effeRof theſe wicked men, isthe 
diſorder of their affeAtions, wherebythey aggrauate and 
much encreaſe the naughrinefle of thejr words and ations : 
forthey not onely doe ex://,bur rrioyce therein : they come ro 
itwith defire,they practiſe it with pleaſure,and afterwards are 
glad of their heliſh exploits; yea they exulc,as the other word 
fignifieth, they expreſle that delight which they haue taken in 
fatisfying their lufts, cicher by geſture, or countenance, or 
yaunting,or by ſome meanes or other, and many of them glo- 
ry molt of that, whereofthey ought co bee moſt aſhamed, as 
iy wicked frowardneſſe; the word is perner ſeneſſe of enill, finfull 
headineflc in their licentious attempts whatſocuer, 


Verſ.15. Whoſe waies are pernerſe, and they are obMinate in 
vhrir pathes, 


T2 laſteffeRandproperty of the ſinful miſcreants, is their 
deſperate incorrigiblenefſe , that albeit their waies bee 
peruerſe,and all cheir courſe and carriage bee leaud and dam- 

nable, 


FT — 4a aA © 2 HY NW 


_—. 
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= ſcd her correction, &c, 


here ſhe is deſcribed by her 


| nable,yetthey arerefraQarie in them, andreſolued never toa. 


mend, but grow werſe like refty iades, that are-RilÞ poing 


= backwards, when they ſhould proceedina journey, Neither 
FF will they hearken.co him that fhaltreach them by precepr,nor 
Xx yet bewilling to follow him.that ſhall lead themby example, 
*F*7 but are cuery way ſo auerſc and froward,that their Miniſter oc 
"Z= brftfriendscan haue no hope or heart to deale any farther 


with them, but may leaue them witha figh as men incurable; 


& as the Phyſician doth him that hath the pangs of death ypon 
®him, or the Surgeon ſuch a oneas is thruſt thorow the hearr, 
They arethe ſame whom in the former chapter hee calleth 


ſcorners, which would none of wiſedomes counſel, bur deſpis 


# 


Verſ. 16. tr ſhall deliner thee from the ſkrange woman, from 


| the ſtranger that flattereth with ber words, 


Wn N2: followeth the ſecond ſort of perillous perſons, from 


which,wiſedome will defend the men that louec her: ſhe 


"2 | will deliver them from theevill wornan,from the adultetefle, 
| andall herenticements, with the fruit and end thereof, And 


r. Qualities. 


2, Effects. | 
Her quatities are,ficſt,thar ſhe is a firange woman,one with 


# whom thou oughteſt ro have nothing to doe : for firan 

& ftandethin oppotition to 2 mans _ 
EE thaclenſe are ſtrangers, So, other fire then that which God 
2X fent downefrom heauerrypon the atrar, and' was there conti- 
3X nuallynowiſhed;was called ſtrange fire; thenſhe is faid to be 


1 wife: all others 1n 


aſtranger;robe reputed as a forreiner; that harh alienaredher 
felfe fromGod and his people,by ber filthy contierſation.” As 
therefore the Iſraetices might not'martie” with' women that 


37 werealiens;as being the daughters 6f firatge gods; no more 
> ovghra membero ro 


have eompany wittrah Butler, 
being as it were of another nation, not ed to the Lord; 
wo yea 
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28 Praovenss: Choi 
am; diſtant fromhim by birth, as far as the earthis from 
uen. Her 


Her leaud and finfull behaviour. 
effeAsare < The woe and miſery whereunto ſhee bringeth 
 hercompanions, 

Some pant of her misbehaviour is mentioued in this yerſe, 
as her ſmooch and flattering ſpeech, whereby ſhe labourerhto 
allure vnwarie and heedleſle perſons, and them with a baite to 
bring into her net. 


Vetrſ.17, Which forſaketh the guide of ber youth,and forge!« 
teth the coneuant of ber God. | 


Ere hane we declared ynto vs the effes of thisftrange Þ 
| © pontroy her diſloyaltie and perfidious behauiour, both Þ 
againſt her husband and the Lord, She forſaketh her husband } 
both in affetion and aRion, though not perhaps in _ D 
preſence,as Potiphars wife, andthe harlot mentioned hereaf> 5 
ter inthe ſeventh chapter had not: neither do all,nor the moſt, # 
but few of them vtterly refuſe their husbands bed ;notwiths 7 
Ntandiog ſhe live and lie with him, yer ſhe is ſaid corelinquiſh 
him, if ſhe keepe not her ſelfe to him onely, and hee enioyher # 
wholly. Now te aggrauate the hainovſneſſe of the offence, $4- 
lomon deſcribeth the husband ſo wronged, by his office and 
authority, and giueth thetitle of guide, adding withall a cir- 
cumflance to make the fault appeare the fouler, that hee is the 3 
gxide of ber youth ; even he whom ſhe firſt loued,to whom ſhee 2 
Rt gaueherbeart,and hand, and whom God had appointed } 
to her as an headand gouernour, ever when ſhee was young | 
and had moſt needof direQion, Then her finne againſt God 
3s ſet out, in that ſhe hath. broken her faith plighted inthe con- 
traRt,andar.the marriage, and ſois periured, and thatagaint 7 
the Lord, whoſe couenant this Was; not onely for that pe Of» 3 
dained marriage to be entred into by ſuch bonds and conditi» Z 
ons, but becauſe it wasratified, ſanRified, and eſtabliſhed by # 
his ſpecial preſence,6& wich ſpeciall iuecation ypon his name. 
| ; 5 Vetrl.1 8. 


Feoſe 18.19. PxovuR 3% 29 
Verſ, 13. Surely ber bouſe tendeth ro death, and her pathes to 
the dead, © 0 f112321 Ay | 


$ $- woe and miſery whereunto.the whorifh woman doth 
bring her cuſtomers is now to be ſpoken of,and thatis no 
lefle then deftraRion it ſelfe : for boy bouſe, the- filthineſſe and 
\misbehauiourin het houſe, with che-firſt! encranceinto fami- 
liariry with her, ronderh to dearh; ſometimes of the body, and 
{alwaies of the ſoule, and ber parhes, her courſe and order of 
* life will bring him that accompanicth her therein; vnto the 
dead, rothe ſame cfiate and punifhment with them, that haue 
== formetly periſhed inthe ſaare/finne}) 22/1415 008.7501 47 1110-7 


: 1 Verſ. 19; Whoſoewer goo in to ber,yotwrne not againe, «tither 
= 41aine they to the way bf life,” © 

Eq He punifhimentoſadukeryiraggraunedbychecerrainy 
| & ofit, andthe vniuerſality in = ofthe offenders, be» 
ing all almoſt in a deſperate eſtate : and therfore he ſaith,/Ybo- 


: eencr goo in vnto hey, veturne not againe; none, of. whareftate 
= Z&or condition ſoecuer, that haue familiarity; and commir filehi. 


nelle with her, eſtape without milthicfe, and hardly euereome 
Xe repentance,or «:t4ins to theway of life; teforme themſelues, 
2nd take a berter courſe of life,that they might be ſaued. And 
"7 thefe words are for the prevention of that 'wonted obiei- 
pn oppoſedagainſtrebukesand chreataings forchis/ Gnne, we 
ſl repent ard helpe all,'Bacviko och fo(ſairh the holy 
Ghoſt) none thargooin to hev recurac againe, that we = 
or it'isatv hyperbolicall; and- comparative fpeech ; as it hee 
ſhoutd' hace ſaid; -chere-ave hong/ts ſpeake' of, that reforme 
hemfclues, in compariſon: of the rhukiaude- of cheng which 
cominueimpetiitent gmodemhandaredamned, , This man- 
rof ſpeaking isfrequent inthe Scriptures, No wan calletb 

or inftice me men toucenderh for the erach; Elk. 59.4. Thrre ts 
wone that calleth-vpon thy name neither rs ws vp hinſcife 
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PR diſtant from him by birth, asfaras theearthis from 
uen. Her 


Her leaud and finfull behaviour. 
effcs are 3Th woe and miſery whereunto ſhee bringeth 
 hercompanions, 

Some pant ofher misbehauiour is mentioued in this yerſe, 
as her ſmooch and flattering ſpeech, whereby ſhe labourethto 
allure vnwarie and heedleſle perſons, and them with a baite to 
bring into her net. 


Verſ. 17. Which forſaketh the guide of ber yonth,and forget< 
teth the conexant of ber God. | 


Ere haute we declared ynto vs the effeRts of thisftrange | 
woman, her diſloyaltie and perfidious behauiour, both ? 
againſt her husband and the Lord, She forſakerh her husband | 
both in affeCtion and aRion, though not perhaps in _— - 
preſence,as Potiphars wife, andthe harlot mentioned hereal» XZ 
ter inthe ſeuenth chapter had not: neither do all,nor the moſt, # 
but few of them ytterly refuſe their husbands bed ;notwiths # 
tandiog ſheliue and lie with him, yer ſhe is ſaidrorelinquiſh # 
him, if ſhe keepe not her ſelfe to him onely, and hee enioy her # 
wholly, Now te aggrauate the hainovuſneſſe of the offence, $4 
lomon deſcribeth the husband ſo wronged, by his office and 
authority, and giueth the title of guide, adding withall a cir- # 
cumltance tomakethe fault appeare the fouler, that hee is the ©! 
gvide of ber youth ; euen he whom ſhe firſt loued,to whom ſhee 7 
Rt gaue her heart,and hand, and whom God had appointed | 
to her as an headand gouernour, even when ſhee was young | 
and had moſt needof direQion, Then her finne againſt God 
is ſet out, in that ſhe hath-broken her faith plighted inthe'con- | 
traRt,andar.the marriage, and ſois periured, and thatagaint 
the Lord, whoſe couenantthis was; not onely for that E or= * 
dained marriage to be emtred into by ſuch bonds and conditi- X 
ons, but becauſe it wasratified, ſanRified; and eſtabliſhed by | 
his ſpecial preſence, 6 wich ſpeciall iuecation ypon his name. 
| ; Verſl.18, 


Ferſe 18.19. Pxovarss, 29 
Verſ. 183. a OTTER 
the dead, 


Tits woe and miſery ————_ whoriſh 4 woman Jock 
bring her cuſtomersis now to be fpoken of,and thatis no 
lefſe then deftraRion it ſelfe : for boy boſe, the: filrhineſſeand 
 misbehauiourin her houſe, with :the-firſt! encranceinto fami. 
liariry with her,conderh co dearh 5; ſometimes of the body, and 
alwaies of the ſoule, and her parhes, her courſe and order of 
life will bring him that accompanicth her” therein; vnto the 
dead, roche ſame cftate and un withchem, oe hows 
'formetly periſhed inthe ſame fine} wah4s DAB,79M 


Verſ. 19; Fhoſoener yoo __ ber gotarne not ir againe, anchor 
_ boys eo oy whcd tt ie." 


He phnifhinenvor aduleeryi 2ggraunedbyche cerralnty 
| of it, andthe vniverſality in nog of the offenders, be» 
ing all almoſt in a deſperate eſtate : and EC he ſaith,/Yboe 


ener poo in vuto hey, rerurne not” ag4ine; none, of. whareftate 


=& or condition ſoeuer, that haue familiarity, and commir filehi» 
nelle with her, eſcape without milchicfe, and hardly evercome 
to 0 repentance, or attains to theway of life, teforme themſelues, 
pnd take a berter courſe of life, char they might be ſaued. And 
> itheſe words are forthe pn of that wonted obiei- 
© AMIS A WET es ce 4 forhis\ inns, we 


þ repent and helpe- all, /Bucwho doth-ſo(fatv che holy 
Ro none pre uns..." ; hy wie afro 
or it'is'atv I; ICP ;asif 
ould! have ſaid; ahncognt honeits {| of; that reſorme 
Gibdepdequpatfayes they v0: ther which 
CO! itent ncaa drowns \ This mon. 
; erofiſpealiiny lefrequemincbe Scriptures, No wan calleth 
for inftice,vo wen contenders forkborimoke Bla. $9.4. There ws 
went thar calleth-vpon thy namie neicher that ſffirreth op himſelfe 
7 Tas ble Bnqru rhe eller but none 
ſpakoargght,noman repented him of bis wiokgdueſſe, ſpiny nar 


ks 
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bane 1 done? ener one turneth te his race,a the borſe ruſpeth 
ro the battell, lerem. 8.9. 


Verſ. 20, That thoumaieft walke in the way of good wen and | 
keepe thepathes of the int, ' 


THe yertue of wiſdome hath been commended, for the 
protection and defence which ix yeeldeth again(i wicked 
waics,and 6nfallpeeple,whicn now he amplifieth by the can 
trary, ſhewing the benefic of it for direRion to good waies, 
and the example and ſociety of godly perſons, as will beeche 
betterperceiued, if thou laoke:backe. to-the twelfth and thite 
teenth verſes, and annex chisvmto theon/jn.thismanoer 3:41 ol 
deliner thee frow the emill way, and from the man that ſpeaketh 
frowarg things,aud from them that leane the wares of righreon[- | 
weſſe,towalks in the waies of darkeneſſe: that how maieft wake is Þ} 
the waies of good men, and k:epe the waies of the righteons ; that 
is, bee converſant withthem, and conforme hy felfe co rheit | 
honeR and holy behavjour,: ions tr 9 > B 


Verſ.21. For the righteous ſhall dwell on earth and the upright % 
ſhall remaine therein, [753 $$ fel $01 CIOINTLDGOUITI0 He 
> Verſ.22. But the wicked ſhell beewt off from the terthyiand © 

the tranſgrefſors ſhall be plucke ont'of it, 10,0 000305092 00 


- 


me 


HE= haue we the concluſion of the precedentdiſcourls, 
cooficming ir firſt by che kindneſſe:of :Godj, in way ef 
promile vnto the; good,aniithetiby'his-copmary.iudgewetity 
mn way of threatning vntothe euill,' Touching the former; bt 
ſaith,that chexwf ball dwell i the ear th, bee proteted intime 
of perill, when others periſh;and they and theirs ſhall be efid} 
bliſhed,ſo longses.is gapd far them anderioyalluchbletſi 

of this life, a2willdoc themumoRt good Bug be wkod rally 
©wt off from the carth; the vengeance of God ſball overturne 
their perſans; cates, and poſterities,as grafle 1:maws d 
or weeds are plucked vp,ornaughtie trees are rooted out,. 
any obic that the gedly.commently. have lea. pars. in che 
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confiderthart howſbeaerie ſevine ſo; pet thdeed it itiorhin 
ſo. Far while they line. here che' whole earth is tlicirs, w 


the vie of it,howſoener the Lord ſeethirgogd to _— them to 
ex 


a ſpicitualldiet,and keeperh them forfurſciting'of exceſſe, the 
bentr to firthem-for-heit' teauenly (inheritance '#dd when 


 theyaretaken away by death; theybetranſ}ated roimmotra. 
| liticand gloric, Whereas the wicked enioy that little, or that 


much which they hane, as vſurpers and rthgeues. doe an houſe, 


| whichtbey have broken into and keepe for #few hovres,vnril 
| the officers come.and2pprehiendrhem,'wl then arcthey caft 
| into priſon,or letbymoexecurion;theyare tieQed With's y wits 
 neſſe, and caltinco perpenitathniſttic, 7 '/! / *- 
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j N this Chapiet the ſpiri of Godprocecderh Apo 


his Progthes the —_— obſertarion, and'keeping 
Ws x. Byſextiortations. wy 
ofhis word,and this he doth) 5 #'\Byreaſonshncxed ſeueral- 
101797705 bas 2201] 10] thereunto;. 


[And the: moſt of theſe” &þtothifed 7" 4-all "of thr 


the ſeven: and twentieth yerle;, and fx after rhe thirtieth'; 


yer amplifzed by their pontraries, as wi P Yppeare in their 


C0S:!: 17 112813 nj oyh boy 

+'The-exhordations neon o/ore _ I Yeriehal requi- 
ringan-exaRt careofal Gadsbwilthe others are more ſpecial, 
comicing anvifoldedteeldr46 fbf ſondriediries.” 

- The fir tare hawghi die fe firſt Wordswherejn'wemay con- 
der, fiſh jrhe: perſons! a/Whharh! ed een [Eetondy , he 
counſeti>vwhith hedefigeretls'511t9 ns 572” 
ono HT away ar ders,/or hearets, to'whom 

partialicy he dicecterk his ſpeech; as if it were bur one” 


man 
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32 + PxovaERDs. Chip.i. 
man,and he moſt deare ynto him, and therfore as afore,ſo now 
2gaine,and afterwards, he vſcth the amiable name of 8 ſouny 
2s if he ſhould ſay, It is notanenemie that dealeth with thee, 
nor a bare friend,nor a maſter to his ſeruant, nor a Kingrto big 
ſubic&, but a father to his childe: whether thereforethou look | 
to God the author, he loueth thee teriderly that ſpeakerb ynts 
thee, hearken therefore with attention,andobey, His counſel 
is vtrered, firſt, in- a prohibition, forget wot my law, neither ſuf» Þ 
fer my doctrine to {lip out of thy memory,neitherbe vnminds *! 

full co pur-it in iſe: then by a precept, but let thy bears 


heepe my commandements, get ſound knowledge ofthem, and 


embrace them with vprightnes,and good affeQion, - +. 1% 


yeeres of life andpeace, | 140 6 1 of dale E. 


T2 generall preceprt for Faithfull keeping of Gods com 2 
mandements hath an ample promiſe annexed vntoitofa 2 
long life, and comfortable eftate, For they,wiſedomes lawand | 


precept remembred, and obeyed, ſhall adde vnto thee length of 3 


daies : he meaneth not thatthe termes, and times - 
Lord bath ſet ſhall be lengthened, butas hee bath prefineds © 
long life to any of his people, ſo hath he ordained itto be the 7 
reward ofthcir obedience, And peace, welfare,and proſperity; 3 
ſo farreasis ſafe and good for thee, and corrupteth not thy 2 
heart with pride, yaine confidence, forgetfulnes of God, and 2 
death,and immoderate loue efthe world, If any man except © 
againſt theſe words as yntrue, or improbable, becauſe | 
_ men liuein trouble,and dyein their youth, lethim 
xder that the obedience 0s gripe not full, burin part, 
and thereforcit is no marueile, it'in part onely they are: made 


. 


. 


parcakers ofeutward things: and hereunto adde that the pro* * 
miſes couehing outward —_— are notabſolute, and , 
bur conditionall, and the Lord his childretin heau | 
a" ann inefle, doth verifie all hispromis 

5 with aduantage. And it pleaſech him wany waies reſp 
Ring gong hehe our mem he des 


= * _— 
hd => d 4 dd 
, 8 4 4 
” age © 
” > A Lp Dd 
Ws 
Od TT 2 & np 0 PET ” p ">, 4 
ES Po Fon ee oy 6344 
e rt, FR SS on 


UE RT ER 

F.. W235 = ea # 
— 

bx OL 

On I 


; yet garhered 


% 
= 
> 
EEC 5 "1 
WES v r 
= \ ; ME. 
ON 
4, 
A 
s 
+ 4 
% y 
2» 
. 


brain rm _ | 
| appeareth to bee ſo, beeguſe:thafe being propoundedin this 


| .$1113b 


nn hb i 4 
j 1 . ” S 
Lo FY KA 4 
Moen ents ” . Xs ED as. 02/2 F 4 
EY 7 OO ERADS. 4 Wi PSRe IT Mn oY I III eo oe IG hs * -y : OY -_ TEENY 
FI CERES, foo oe IO I ond eb 
{ | WEE fy ' Ports has Bf ES. pn ot, y 


gaſes. - > Provaenss. 33 
ty louech, Sometimes, left ebey ſhould bee corrupted in the 
+ hn anhyar mga Ay Ao ly ans rs rum ne 1.King,t4.1t« 


leftahey ould 


'fonne was taken away ſo ſoone. So 


ſee the cuils to come : and therefore that worthie [oſiah was lii.g7.1.s. 
called to his reſt before che calamities that ſhortly after'en- 


ſued, Sometimes the wicked world ynworthje of them und 
wakind vnco them, isiuſily puniſhed by having them taken a- 
nay fromithem, And for ajl-this; NID live 

meticr fo ſhort # tive, yer baue they the lexgrb of daces,euery 
ay being a whole day yntothem, the Sunne of comfort, and 

bf Gods fanour uti ponthemearly inthe morning, and 
iningy themb ler wandbrighter withour any going 
downe. Sdthme Hilke maybe asripe asthe winter fruite,and 
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. 


2Lev 


| 0157511» boog 10207 51442 bag, g's 


ve (+ wrriculart 


- 


verſe are handled more at Jar the chapter, the latter in 
'theformer-phee;and rhe former inthe ſceond, after the-mon- 


 nerof the Hebrewes, Now theſe genres -herequireth'as cares 
fully ro be kept, as rs. Yrs g that they 


for ſake 05 nor iſpeaking by anhypallagy,be giueth vs a cabcar, 
thar we forfakenot them, and withall yoterb howreadie they 
are (through our corruprion)to bee gone fromvs;'Andthe 
great difficukie of tervining them,)ane therefore 3n thenexr 


| words\hertquirerhiliat we ſhould biade- ron to our necks, 
| thirts/lookewealtio them;and keeperhem ſafe,and rycthem 
| fat, a5'rhen doetheir:<haines,or coltly Iewels whichthey vie 


CEE ERgs zand withall ro write thee on 
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FF Heſormte precepthath«hisiprartiſc annexed nag ; 


thinke 0nchem;ſpeake of them;and doeahem,as we vicia fot 2 
downc in our tables boſe thingawhereat we weld keepes 
preciſe mctnordangum. - 2000) TY (11 12283 tx >*v0l X 
116d HOG 0761413 2:13 4t- H 

Verſ 4. So ſhalt than finde favonr, and g 264 _wnderſt anding ; 

in the fight of God,and mes. 297 v4 e190, het I 
(G4 03,118g yiilebel 0719s G3 _ * 


a reaſon : wherein! twoi things are, promiled zThe helkis, 
that by obſeruation of that holy aduice,or. commandement,s PHE 
man ſhall finde, that is, obcaine comfort, favor, loue, liking, 2 
and goodacceptation;:ithediher is, Jar pes 3 6 # 
fanding , whereby is: meant good-ſucceſſh or apy ſuch blef , = 
ſings, whereby vnderRanding is rewarded: for hcere is zhe 3 
cauſe put for the efte®,, And both theſe are ſaid to bee bef "+ 
Ged,and man, that is, God will be gracieusto.ſych,and wan 7 
will bee. trjendly; God will gue hemhe ruice, 23d xeenre 2 
pence of their vaderſtanding, and cauſe their good eſtatero HR 
teſtifie their wiledome,cuen ſtichas bee:dothapprooucel, E 
man; ſhall bewitneſlc ofthe ſame, Where gow maybe 
how pertivently the: pramiſe. performed. doth aoſwere, 
preceptobcyed., He that bybe. tyurh is ſeruiceablerg 
and liktwiſe)by margiejs profitable, xo wenſhall Sud 
and honour both an Dr u 3-224 01 (655165008 


| ; 3 27 _ "+ 38 37 521 12:t65! © $112F RR 
Verſe 5. Truſt in the Lord with all thine heart, and leant 
vot 10 thine owne wiſtdeywe LTH 29131 oÞi als 0-294 165 
ONCE 2 ADNGER } DLO 8234 * 2 * 4 67 Jh nt 
H-ums in the precept laſt before, cotrmaridet £0.75: the 
A 4 conktant polleſſiqn,or rather. ys vnto the fairkfull culior | 
die of wereze, and thereby all rightevuſnes required inthe {cs 
xond table, and.:r#:, che, quinreflenceof the, fixft, hebegine * 
meth with the. latter, dectaringcertaine! particuler dti x: 
denefits of pietie,te the: ſeuen /and/rwenzieth yes ſt, andeben- 7 
Increateth of the former, In the firſt place heeperſwaderhi@ | 
trult and pur confidence in God, which, is arefting;and rep#t 
Sing our ſclues on. himgand bis Euberlppranileacta bach {8 
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deliverance from all evil] chiogs, andthe _—_ of all good 
things needfult for vv thislife and 


XX being firme,doe beare yp the roofe and whole 
EX they being weake and infufficient, downe commeth all. And 
| ſach is che flare of theſe which either vetetly renounce all af- 
| fiance in God, & betake themſclues whollyes 


S ATTY DOT IA 5 


ad 


> Px6thkig, 7 39< 


atro comne/And 
hereof hee preſcribeth the manner, thatir bee with the whole 


heart,conftantyNable,ficme,and well fixed, withont wavering 
of diffidedee ell he Hu Ph6Ehive 
MEE ty ro be laſpe&es, of call@ind5 queftion, Neither is this all, 
"ZZ butmuchheed III _ the heartbee not diui- 
RX ded;partly depending ypon'the' Lord, and hoping for helpe 
; wx. pyht ow) ws Blooper wares; ops utting* 
> affahes in chetmy Loue is comialnſcibleto creatures, ſo that'it 
de ii an nferiour place, and feareal(vif itber ſubordinate ro ' 
ZErhefeare ofhim,& agreeable ro his ordinance; but confidence 
TE is annexed to his imperial crown,and referued peculiarly vnto 
"© bimſelfe. And therfore he ſerterh it forth hereby the contrary, 


MdfoMictendeor fidelw 


ſing voto; it ones 6wne wiledome; that i?'to ſay, wit 


—— ertpolicts, whereby # man js #ble ro ſhift, and makeproviſi- 
XX onfor himfelfe'irs all caſes; arid naming onefleſhly ſtay, hee 
XZ meavethall of like: nature, as wealth, Sorthineſſe firength, 
7 friends,and ihmimerable others,morethen canperticularlybe 
"35 recounted, And his #d&notiition is; that we [:av# nor vnto that: 


2 one,orany dthereR, raking the ſunilitode fromi'aged; orims' 
XX potent perſons, who commit the weighr of their bodies to the 
XX ftrength oftheir affe;ific bee ſovnd and Rrong enough, they 
"XX revpholdenbyir,aodfiandfaft; ifirberotcen, crackt,or too 
= matltheyfell ro the ground withthe breach of the ſame't of 
"= fromhouſes or edifices whichare ſtipported by mo whith 


vilding'; but 


worluly helpes, 
orcl(e truft that hee will eftabljſh them on the one fide, and 
their owne props made of reeds and wheat firawes, ſhall Red. 


| faftly vphold them onthe other, It is as good for « foundation 
to bee ſaid #frogetheFenthe' fand; as 7bn the ſand, and 


H1y"0w 2 6othe7 1d dirHayſe'td Bee viſtfipir Buttfaſſes oh! 
hfides; if fo fuſtairie fr, but thous walles 
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kogn fg nojgiunt 2ily bnn ,antds Hligs Be won 22nrtrri'th I 
Verſe 6, Inal thy wairs ackyowledge hin, and br ſual direfh 
thy waies. | ies oils 79 dintty yi 


| ea log bug mt occurs Ado 1:53 
' Nco.truſt he requizeth. knowledgeto be adioyued,which 
V is the vuderfiending and apprehenſion of. bjs witl,and of 
his word,andthis is deglared bythe vſcand exerciſe of it,and| 
that by che lubie&ts, and thoſe, by their extent, and largencss 
The cxciciſe of knowledge. is an ackpowledgement that pron = 
fellion be made of him,with{exuice done vnro;him, FFhedulyy 27 
ie&ts cheregf are the waies of men, the whole -patſage of their! "0 
lifc,their ations which they performe, the words which they, b” 
ver,and the cogitations which they conceiue, The exters of 
the lame 15 expreſſed by the note of vaiuerſalizie, a+ nothing 3 
is t9 bee done, nothing is to be ſpgkeg,nothingiezp bai | 


ies * 
gined or thought of,comrary tothe rules thereof, Tothis bee © 
addeth a ſecond orgument, taken fromghebenefitand profpe» 
rous euept of this knowing and acknowledging of bimybe ſhel 7 
dire © thy workes, and thy words, and purpoſes, by. bimtbou © 
ſhall be informed wha islawfull, and what is volawhully what 7 
is boly,and what isfipfull, what is victull,andwhat ishuctfull, "8 
what is mo[i ſcaſonable, and what is out of ſeaſons by bins: 8 
thy heart ſhall bee inclined tro make choice of that-which is 
belt, and to refuſe thatwhich is voficting by hig.thou ſhale. © 
be affilted. to performe:;thy ations, ang vierthySpecchex im 
ſuch, manner, as ſhall be moſt acceprableto him, and proficas 
ble to thy ſelfc and others, , Y = 


> 1 {1 | : 

Verſe 7. Be not wiſe in thing omye eyes hs foare the Lordi 
and depart from exill, 19 220t2)mm977 938190 Boi) magwagt 
» y Br Sake [iter 13 i 7 90G 2611 Pigts $115 40 b 
Po Yb precept hee giveth to feare the Lord, which isto: 
ſubie6tthy ſelfe vnto him,and to/ltand.in reu þ 


awe 7 
of };im ; far histryth, inſtice, — ad a ; 
and vbiquitie :and becauſe chi holy word. glotiou 
and righteous iudgerpent, Ang hexgunto.bewpkerh a way by 
remouall of that which is aga it,and an impedimenyyne 
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IX rermes, Let vs clenſe our ſelnes from all filtbineſſe of fleſh; and 2.Cor 7:1. 
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 Perſe8. Provenss. 37 


ir, which is ſclfe-liking. Be nor wiſe in thine owne ejes : that is, 


| bee not conceited, and haue no opinion ofthine owne wiſe. 


dome. It is a borrowed ſpeech, wherein the eftimation of the 


minde is: compared to the aſpeRs of the ſeate, accordingts 
| ether texts of Scripture, Pal. 101.6. Aſine eyes ſhall Page 
| faithful of che laxd : that is, I will much regard them : and 

Ifai;66.yerſ.2,To him will I loske, cucn to him that is poore, 
XX and ofa contrite ſpirit :thar is, I will declare my fauour, and 
2X good acceptance, and miniſter comfort and helpe to him, 
Now by this one, he forbiddeth all proud thoughts, and ima- 
- x ginarionsof ones ſelfe, for what reſpeR ſocuer, For an hie 
XX minde,and loftie conceit of a mans owne excellencie will ne- 
ger agree with the true feare of God, which is evermore _ 


ned with che fight of thine owne vilenes. And this 


 ſerteth notably foorth by a worthie effeR of ir, the departure 
| fromenill,and that conſifteth partly in avoiding the baites of = 
* jt, that wee bee notinſnared therewith, and fall into it : and 


in breaking off finne(wherein we baue formerly lived) 


43 | by ſound , and reformation: and ſetting ir downe 
"2X indefinitly bs ynderſtandeth all kinde of wickednetle, as of 


I hearr,of 28,ofrengue ofeny ſenſe,ofany member,andis the 
ken which : 


the Apoſile expreflerh in other 


ſpire. 


| Verſ. 8. S»ofoalt bealth bee to thy naxell, and marrow to thy Shikkui, 


bones, 
* His 


"IT promiſe is added, not onelyro the preceptimmedi- 
| tely foregoi 
| verſes, which 


ng it ;bue ro thoſe alſo inthe fifth and fixth 

an abſolute dependance on the Lord,as 
this laſt doth ani holy dread of him, with s diſclaime oftheir 
owne wiſedome,and an abandoning ef all vitious behaviour. 
The rewardpr is ago0d and comfortable eftare,if nor 
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Job,21-24. 


38 Provanss. Chap3. 
riſhed with effeQuall ſufficiencie, And this he alligoricallyres 
ſewbleth to the condition of an infant, whichin the wombe-. 
receiucth nouriſhment at thenauell, whereby it evioyeth cons 
tinuance of life; breath, health, and growth; & aktex.it jvhorme | 
by the milke which it fucketb, and the:-foodthatis mipiſiced 
ynto it; the bones arerepletiſhed with moiſtace.thatis,mare | 
row ( by a metaphor taken from the moiſiure of-the earth, | 


which feedeththe roots of plants withnowriue;and theyithe bk 
tocke,or Remme, and branches, with Gp.) +130 5 bon SF 


This marrow of the bones proveth the body 4o be'in healklby, 2 
and goodliking zas [eb deſcriberh the welfare of a mandy the 2 
ſame note,ſaying, Hu brea#t: are full of milkg,and his bones run 7 


full ofmarrow, And this fimilitude very: aptly defitteth the 7 


matter in hand,and preventeth ſuchexceptions asflefhly-men 7 
mighttake ayainſt the former precepts. For if we' nothing re+ | 

lie on our wifedome, but vtterly: relinquiſh the'eſtimation of * 
it (ſaith carnallreaſon) how cat we poſſibly avoide penutic? Þ 


For men would ſoone bee ftarued for all their faich anddolis» 


nefſe, if they had no-forecaſt to relicue themſelues withall; 


Which thing corrupt ſenſe alſo ſeemeth to copfirme; and 7 


vpbraideth vs with the poverty and. need of many, which will 
not live by their wits,nor bee opinionate thereof, which will # 
not ſhift for themſelyerindivedily, hue doe feare the Lord, ond © 
depart from emill,Doe not we ſee(taithit)diuers of them.quite ? 
deſtiture of lands,or liuing,ftocke,or ſtorc,or any thing before 
band to keepe themſelues and therr families? what be theythe 
better for their humility, deuotion, and mortification? The {| 
fallacie of both theſe,as well of ſenſeleſle ſenſe, as of vnreaſo- 
nable reaſon isdeteed, and confixdd of 4he holy G 

this clegant fimilicude, .What wiſedome or policie bath 
babe new borne to make ſhift for 11: ſelfe ?. and yet the bo» 
dy of irthriueth as well as the thrifty husdands: ſpoken. of :in 5 


the Goſpell;and who looketh tothe child inthe. warmbezoas © 


whar ſubſtance hathilyingby co maintaine ita Nap, it herh 

not.io much asthe vic of a mouth to receine:mente, or milke, 

ifany hand,or breaſtcouldminifter the fame. = 
ti 1 e I} | | 


* 4 1 


Ferſe s- Przovenss | 73 
a full of corne did not better relieve 
him,ctben 
hrion.: 1: 


prouidence,or ordinance doth this poore'erm- 


£3 * 


'  Verſ. 9. Honony the Lord with thyriches and bith the chiefe 
of thy rewennes, 
TY Auing propoſedcertaine ofthe prineipallyarts of piety, 
; as ew. 166 in God NT ca. wm —_ 
beſtow and employ the ſame in any condition of life, accor- 
ding as he ſhall finde himfelfeeither bleſſed; orierofſedbyghe 
Fhand of the Lord;.and therefore -in this verſ& teacherh him 
howto vie proſperity jandin thenext ſaucotie, howto beate 
| aducriicy. Touching the former, hecommarideth to honeny the 
 Lordwath hirrichet ; not only by diſcharging ſuchleujes, rates, 
{ aod neceſiariedues as are required at his hands, for the main- 
eenance of his miniftery,and the meanes of his ſcruice; but al- 
| ſobya frankeand free contribution; for the furtherance of 
| wruereligion,and Gods holy worthipi as they were bonnd'to 
pay tithes,and firſt frujres, and taught to bring ſree-will offe- 
=XT riogs,& voluncarie oblarions. Nowthe things to be conſeera- 
x7 ©dbeſcrrech forth faſt, by the quality, chat they be not chings 
f vile,bafe,andof no valutgandasir were the refuſcof thei? 
| Nance, bucthechoyce,chicfe andprineipall' thetcof: the per- 
| formance of which is commendcd in Abel, whom AMoſesrte- Gen.,., 
| ported tohave offered of the far of the catte}{ tad the defavle 
hercof is muchtaxed inthe Tewes'by <Malachy; ſaying : Tow 
| offer vacikanebread on m7 altar, eugye ſay, Whertin hawe we pols Mal.1-7.8.14. 
| kuted thee? In thatye ſay, Thitable of the' Bord th nortobe re- 
| garded. Andifye offer the blood for a ſacrifice, writ not en'll? and 
sf ze offer the lame, auth ſicke, i;'it not enill? offer 'it to thy Prince, 
| mwillhebrcoment withit; faith the Lord of boils 7 But curſed be 
the decrizer,, which bath his f(dcke awale, and offererh tothe 
| Lorducerrape chingtt”' 610 5 _ 
.Secon | kinds; that th cateto 
Oe Nas tr rw ws x Abe eitbeof Fury, croppe of the 
ground, of of the fruites of the trees, orof the. cattelf of the 
D 4 flocke, 
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40 Prxovanss.:' Chap.3d 
 flocke,or of whatſoeuer other commodities doe acerewvnts | 
them, And though riches be onely here ſpecified, yet areall 
other endowments to the ſame purpoſe to bee deftinated,and 
after the ſame manner tobe vſed; as credit,authority,ftrength, 
knowledge,cloquence,cunning,and ther good gifty both of 


grace and Nature. magyy ed; 


Ver, 10. So ſpall thy barnerbe filed with abundance and iby © 


wine preſſe runne over with new wine, 


Nd becauſe God-cennorbee well henontedwith riches 


without charges,and nocharges © a carnall heartſo* © 


hard as thoſe that. are beſt expended; hee therefore encoura». © 
geth vs to beſtow thiscoſt, and that with a promiſe of 5 
gaine, which he hyperbolically araplifieth, & with an holy ex» Þ 
ceflive kind of ſpeech : his meaning is,that we ſhall be ſo farre 
from being impoueriſhed by this coſt, as that conmariwiſe we 
ſhall bee enriched by the ſame, the blefling of God being ſo 
great vpon our labour,as that wee ſhall baue as much corne a4 
our barnes and granaries can containe; and wineinſuchabuts * 


dance,as that our wine preſſes, tubs,and other veſſels ſhall run-. 4 


ouer with plentie, or all other commodities proportionable © 7 
and equivalent vnto thoſe two, And though theſe things © 
ſhould faile to riſe to ſuch a quantity; yet this promiſe doth * 
never faile of yerity aud truth, tor 3s much as lefſe meaſure of * 
earthly poſſeſſions may oftentimes be of greater vie, and much 
more for comfort and contentment, The wiſedomeof God 
ſeethinthis argument a pregnoncie, and aptneſſe to induce 
men to obey the exhortation; and therefore he putterh.itas a 
forcible weapon into the hand of faith, for che ſuppreflionand 
keeping vader of diffidence,which cauſeth ſo much grudging 
and retirainednefle, moſt men thinking all to beeloſttharis 
wcll beftowed : whereas if they could apprehend, and foreſee 
the gaine that will redound vnto them, and: the profit they 
ſhal receiue,they wouldefterme benificence,and latge expen- 
ces diſcreetly laid out for good vies, tobeethe rew a peintof 
thrift,and all good husbandrie : and they may well Ay 
vs when 


% 
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hen theirbarnes,wine prefſes,ſhops, Rore-houſes, chamber 


offers, treaſuries, fields and with all 
p y re furniturebelon ng een mathe zyer 


not.thereio attained vnto- the fulneſſe of: cheir 
wealch,nor beſt of their ſubRance. For theſe earthly riches are 
promiſed and giten onely as yn and pawnes of more 
orthfull-poſſcfſions ,. even celeſtial treaſures, and inheri- 
ANCces.. | 


| Verf:11. 12. CAMy ſonne, deſpiſe not the chaftening of the 
d, neirher be weary of bus correftion, For whom the Lord ls-- 
th, be cerrefiecb, enew 414 fatber the ſonne in Whom he de- 


beech. 


'T JE have ſeene how, andfor what cauſe God js to bee 
 Y Y fcruediatheftateof profperity, whence heepaſſeth- 
ro another pointe, teaching vs ſubmiſſively, and patiently ts 
b 1d co his words,and the ftripes of hjs hands in the ſtate of 
ZZ 2duerfitie. And this he doth by way ofa (Prolepfi;) afterthis- 
Zmanner. Ob&#, Notwithſtanding all the wealth, and abug- 
dance with other kindes, and degrees of felicitic promiſed to 
them that feare the Lord, and dedicate themſclues, and that: 
which they haue vnro his-ſervice; yet experience ſheweththax 
none are more afflied wich pouertie, and other crofles, then 

uch as aremoſtdeuoted to him, being willing. to depart with 
.thing for his ſake. . 4»/w. We finde this ro be xruc indeed, 
in all ages and places it fo falles out ; howbeir the afflitions 
which they ſuſtaine are not puniſhments comming from the 
| wrath of God to their hurt, but chaſlizements from his loue, 
| and laid ypon them for their good : whereupon he exhonteth. 
| to beare them accordingly delivering aprecept, and backing - 
the ſame with reaſons. The precept contaipeth eworules mo- 
nitoric,direQed to theſonnes of wiſedome, which are fruitful | 
readers, attentiue hearers, and embracers of her : the firſt is, 
that chey deſpiſe wot correction,viz. that they make nor lighe 
account of it, as they doe who will not take notice of any 


Krokes, or. indgements that light vpon them; oy if they bee 
| | couched | 
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touched with the feeling thereof, they impure the fame either 
ro fortune or deftinie, > aſcribe all ro inferiour and ſubordi- 
nate cauſes,and turne their eyes from beholding the hand of 
him that triketh,and from the fight of their owne fins, which 
by due deſert have cauſed rhemſelues to be ſmitten : andyy | 
they doe who (notwithſtanding they feele the ſmart of the | 
roll ni cannot bur ſee the iuſtice of God therein)areyet bes | 
come ſenſelefſe and obdurate, without godly ſorrow, with” RS 
out godly ſhame, without godly feare, at d without all godly X 
remorſe and humiliation : and as they doe whoſeeme to bee 7 
ſomewhat affrighted,and for a time detected with griefe, and >} 
humilitie,yerproceed notto reformation of their vicious bes 2 
hauiour: and as they who in extremitie of miſeric reforms 
ſome part of their misbehauiour, and ſeeme for a time peni- 
rent,and yery contrite for their offences; yer when the cal. 3 
mitie is paſſed ouer,and they are freed from puniſhment and !? 
perill, they returne like the-dogge to his vomir, and liveas 
—_—— impurely,andas ynrighteouſly, as euer they did 2 
in former cime:ſo then this is to deſpiſe correQion, norto bee 2} 
A by it, by making ſome good aud proficable vie 7 
of it, 
The other rule is, to auoide another extremitie of being 7 
weurte of his correttion,viz when men be diſcouraged at their 7 
aff tions, when they languiſh and faint ynder che burthenof 8 
them : for that woduct many pernitious cfteQs, thereby 
they are difabled from all good ſeruices, they cannot be indus 
firious intheir ſeuerall callings with any cheerefulnes: they Z 
cannot pray with any comfort, they cannot giue thankes ro 
God with any ioyfulnes: they cannor embrace che word with } 
good attention, nor meditare in it with any delight. We reade | 
in Exodus that the Lord ſent a gracious meſſage vnto hispeo- 
ple, ſaying, /will rake you for my people, and will be your God, | 
and you ſhall know that ! the Lord your God Will bring youfrom 
the burthens of the Egyptians. «And [will bring yow intothe | 
land,which I ſware I would gine to Abraham,and to Iſaac and © 
to Iacob and will gine it you for a poſſeſſion : Ss Moſes zold ths 
children of Iſrael thas : but with whar ſucceſle, a” 
rc 


Perſe Tt-12. \/Provarss. 43 
telleth vs, they bearkened not to voyces for anguiſh , and 
craell. bondage. Hence rainy 3,ecoubu.. at Lays mur- 
' murings, gricuous conchufions of men againſtrhemſclues: as 
that God abhorreth them,as damnablehypocrices,reprobares, 
and caſt awayes :tharthere willnever be anend of their miſc- 
© rics, and troubles, that they ſhall nor be able ro-beare them 
== long, but falldowne vnder them wich deſperation;Hence [waa 
*=®ecceds indired ſeeking of helpe,ymimely,and vnconſcionably, 
and after a ſhifting mannet. Sucti cuencs are not onely ordi. 
——Paty incheſe dayes, bur haue bin ancientin former times, and 
= Bbatamongt the deareſt of Gods owne ſeruants,fuch as were 
RE0b, and /oremiah, whoſe diſcouraged hearts, drew their 1,4, 1.3. 
* *XFrcongues to paſſionate ſpeeches, curfing the day of their birth, ler.2.14. 
"XX 3nd the news tellers thereof, with ſundry imprecarions againſt 
themſclues, and their innocent friends;and as werethe afflited 
{Saints in thetime of the Prophers complaining after this ſort: 
The Lard bath forſaken me, and my God hath forgotten me : 16i.49.14. 
and after this, CM) ſtrength and mine wy F ogies from the Lam.3.8. 
RE Lord. And as was Daxids crying out in his haſte, that amen 
= were lars, ſceming rote Samanecl among the ref}, that there 
"XxX was no truth inany, nonot in him, nor cuenthen when inthe 
Z 3X name ofthe Lord hee aflured him of their kingdome. And 
5&5 therefore in his diftruſtfulnes: concluding that ar one time or 
ZZ other, he ſhoulddye by the hands of Saw/,he fled ont of Iſracl 
mo Paleſtina, frem tbe Church of God to the heathen, where 
nec was driven to miſerable perplexity,ro ſhew divers yncome- 1,Saw.11,11, 
Hy tricks, and to play ſuch parrs as were alcogether vnſcemely 
for his mann) ri andiperſon, The reaſons whereby he 
inciterh tnento! indure afflitions without contempt, or diſ- 
couragemnent, arerwo: the firft is, the principall efficient, the 
Lord hinaſcife, who is to. be feared inthe leaſt of his workes': 
yea in his word, and who-hath a whole forreft of rods to 
ſcourgevs withall, if weprofic not by ſewer, or ſmaller; which 
if we well confidered, we woutd Roope at the leaft, and feare 
ar the: fiſt ſhaking of his hand ar vs, For ro conrenine His 
chaſtiſemencs. is to deſpiſe himſelfe, and to cauſe him to loſe 
his laboug in nuctering of ys. For we cfteeme it a ligne of 
| graceleſneſſe 
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graceleſneſſe for a childe beaten by his father not to fhed. 
reares, ſo-farre 25 ofttimes it.draweth teares from his fathery 
eyes: cuen ſo much more it argueth wane of grace invs, if we 
melt not when we arc correQted by God himlſelfe. -- "#06 

The ſecond reaſon, and that which is to confirme'the heatt 
with patience,is the mouing cauſe cogerher with the formall, 
the fauour and goodneſſe of God inducing him to inflit cha 
Riſements, that hee bee notdriuen to execute yengeance and 
puniſhments. And this is cleered by a compariſon of the like FRE 
dealing of a father with his childe, who doth nor beate bis 77 
ſoune to kill him, but to correR him : not to breake alegge; #2 
or an arme,bur his ſtubborne hart : not to make him runne a 7 
way,but to cauſe him to returneto a berter minde,and to bets 
mibecion : andin a word,not becauſe hee hatetb him, but 7 
becauſc he beateth a ſingular loue ynto him, '- 


Verſe 13. Bleſſed is the man that findeth wiſedowe, and the » 
man that getteth underſianding. ; 


” 


F?: the performance of the former duties hee preſcribe I 


the moſt effeuall meanes,v:z.. the vertue, and knowledge 

of Gods holy word, which hee calleth by the name of wiles 7 
dome,the commendation whereof hee ſerteth foorth by ſuns 7 
dric arguments,and illuſtrations, And in the firſt place he pro» 
poſcth alarge,and notable effeR, the confluence and marrow 
of manyeffes,the felicitie, and happie eſtate of thoſe ypon * 
whom it is conferred. Andthis hee declareth by an Epiphone* 
m4,or acclamation, to theend to rauiſh our mindes with the * 
excellencic ofic, Bleſſed is the man (ſaith he)oh howbleſſedis | 
the manthat finderh true wiſedome, which diſcerneth wharit | 
s,and whereia it conlifteth, and accordingly yalueth it as 4 ? 
thing molt admirable, rare, and precious: avd the man that 
getterb under tanding, which by diligent trauaile in the Scrips | 
profechle vſc of Gods ſacred minifterie obraineth 

oundnes of iudgement, yprightnes ofhearr,ard agood con- | 
ſcicuce, as farre as he is ble _ ret: rothe will 
of the Lord, in beleeving his promiſes, and obeying his com 

mande. | 
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dements. The word which wee travflate (gerterh) figni. 


| och to draw;or fetch out, being borrowed from ſuch as work 
| mines who 


pold,of filuey,drombr metals," 17, 71, !. 


diggeintheearth,andfrom thence bring forth 
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Verſe 14-1. For the merchandize of it is better then the 


wercbandize of filuer : aud the geine theroof better then fine 


r* 


id. She is-more prerians then rubies: and all things that thew 


hen it defire artnet t6:bs compared 16. ber. 


capborically equalizing wiſedome with gainfull com- 


> SÞodicies ;icixinot like; 10. dead; ſhuffe, or wares which will 
ie: pena chapmans hand withourvent,orvtrerance,but tia 


xerchandizeithatis venthble, ahd as gopd 25 readie money, 


S$ccondlyhe giuerh a precedendie ynto it,and ; gene it be- 


pre pretious. treaſures, and ſuch es are had in eſhmation, 


—Þpbcreof hee maketh a ſpeciall 'enurheration; of three, every 
nc cxcelling other - The-f1rk is filver.: the ſecond/js:gold 
"eccec then. that :cbe 4hird, pretious Rones, which are richer 


hen both, and addeth a fourthmore' generall, and compre- 
dsthe former,andall other things of like ſort, whatſoever 


—*Þ deftrable, or men can ſer their. hearts vpon. For God be- 


bowethuheſe ercaſures ypon his enemies, and wiſlome'ypon 
friends;and cbj}dren only :theſe rreafures. are ofcarthly 
patter, but wiſedome is celeſtiall and heauenly :theſe rrea- 


bres are yncertaine- and of no continuance; but wiſedome is 
onſtant,and everlaſting: theſe creaſures aremany times burt+ 


all, and pernitious beth to ſoule. and body z bur. wiſedowe 
ely victull and proficable: theſe rreaſures are fogitnte, and 
ue a manat his death, when he bath moſt need of comforg; 
wiſedome then Randeth to him, and miniftrechthen mo 


onſelation to hiyeanſcience :cheſc treaſures procure Nodae 


brfote. abe idgomrns:; ſeare. of Godg bus, wiſedorne 
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with the other,hee blefſeth rhe righteous with then, 'as wich 
ornaments and rewards, for a recumpenee of their (erujce, | 
but he ourſeththe wicked therewith as-with gyacs and ſhare) 23 
for a puniſhment of their ſinnes : the righrevus havetrue right 22 
in them, and good vſe of them, and found comfort with thewi 2 
but the wickedare vſurpers,and therefore puniſhable for rheit 7 
intruſion,and they either halfe' ſtarve themſelves through nigl 27 
rdize, orelſe glut themſcloes with velupracnineffe, ot are = 

Flled with toilefull croubles, forrowes, engies; feres, ind _ 
nifo!d yexations; by all which irappearech thartche wealthief 7 
the godly is the peculiar gifture of wiſedome and yer norſuch 
as is communicated to all: for it will-beeburdenousteſbms = 
and dangerousto others, by raifing yp their minds with pile 9p 
or drawing downe their affeQions ro the world;\by media 5: 
whereof they ſhould have leſſe communion with ChiiR?'ﬆ | > 
participation of his heauenly riches;andtherefore be will ridt 7 
hy too heavic load on them that cannorwell beare jr,norfith 7 

' them with over much-whoare ſo ſubic@ ro ſurphers,barns 7 
techand dictethchem, asparentsdoetheirchildreny 464 ya 7 
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they ſhall be ſuce co bee prouided for with enough, and freed 7 
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from the perill of want and penuries”: - 
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IN the premiſes were ſpecified the bleſſings which-wifdome 7 
brivgeth co the ourward man; and in this preſent ſentcnet 
areadded certaine defireable graces which teworketh in the 
inward man, as. that it refreſheth the heart with"ſweetde © 
light and ioyſulneſſe, eftabliſheth the conſcience withpeact 7 

and tranquility,which he ſcemeth co mention for prevention © 

of the exception that cortupt fleſh and blood i8/apreo rake} 2 
and the quarrels which.it.is woat re picke holy 
wiſedome,asthat itispainefull;andr more labourand -_ 
trauell, yea and the obedience toit isſower and bitter, deny- | 
ing vsthe delights thac others haue ing more tri and ©. 
auftcre behaviour then otbers. vie 2, is is not 4ll,bur# 
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ſe 18. Proysz»s, 49 
kes life vnpeacrable without reft and quietnefſe, by procu- 
ng many moleſtations and troubles. Fhere isno fach matcer 
frediouſnefſe, and reflleſnes;(laith he) for her weies, viz.the 
orke and duties which ſhepreſcriberh(ir being aborrowed 
ch taken from travellers : for euery good ſervice well per- 
ZDÞrmedis a ſtep towards heanen, and a proceeding towards 
j > ndicflc blifſe and happineſle) are waves of pleaſure, 12, mini- 
"Mer much ſpiricuall ioy, and deleRationto the ſoule of arege- 
ZZ Merate man, notwithftanding they bee very diſtaftfull cocor- 
Þ Pr nature : as is auerred by our Saviour, ſaying ; Take my Mar.an9.30. 
phe vpon you, and learne of me ; for I am mecke and lowly, and ye 
all finde reft ro your ſoules ; for wy yoke is eaſie, and my burthen |, 5.3. 
XÞz 6 : and alſo by Saint /obxflatly,and in plaine termes deny- 
ng that his commandemenrs are grieuous, And «ll her parbes 
Bwre peace ; all chat Chriſtian converſation which ſhee appoints 
and direQs her attendants to walke jo,tendeth tothe comfort 
"=ZDFof their hearts by the affurance of Gods fauour and loue to 
2 them : for their bncere obedience is an infallible teftimony of” 
—*X#ehecir ſound faith,and that apprehendeth Gods iuſtice to be ſa- 
ed 7 tisfied by Chriſt,and ſo their finnesto be remitted: and ſo the 
*-» X*ZLord tobe reconciled,and fo their fierce and vnquied conſci- 
"Fence to be pacified, And this is agrecable to thoſe holy ſay- 
*# Fings of the Apolile : Being inttified by faith, wee hane peace with Rom. 5, 1.24 
"% "FRE God through onr Lord Teſs Chrift by uhom alſo ve baxe acceſſe | 
22367 faith into this grace wherein we ſtand, and reiozce in the bope of 
tbe glory of God, fre. Thehingdome of God us not meate and ya 1, 
3t crinks » but rigbteouſneſſe and peace, and iey in the holy 
28 F, 


| Verl. 18. Shbeiratree of life tothemthat lay hold on her : and 
happie is enery one that retamerh her, 


A laft and largeſt ſpirituall blefſing which wiſedome 
bo brings,he hath reſerued co the laſt place, for the knitting 
7 vpofall,and chatis eucrlaſting life, and allthe fulneſle of feli- 
i, =_— it; for it is a meaves, infirument, and of our 

S reſti — oo > oc ; which is 
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Vetrſ. 16, Length of deier i; in ber right had, ta 

hand hmour and riches, I070 RO 
G ; 44 21s £447 Fr, COTE 
Rom the general cff-Qs of wiſedotathe* | 

| benefits, which are parts of that blefed cfiatebs. 
fore propounded, and prouesthar'it is berrer-rhea- gold: nd 
filuer,and other deleQable things, in that it Isthe cauſeand 
principall meanes whereby good men obrainerhe: ſruicionel 
them,and ſome ofthemareoxrerqatbleſſingszoceoncemechs 
outward man,and theſe are contained inthis verſe : ſome are 
mternall,and concerne the inward man, and thefeweſhallfic 
inthe two next, And here hee vſeth an elegance Proſopope! 
aſcribing to wiſdome che perſon of s wealchy-Lady, orbous 
tifull woman, who is never empty handed; 'bur frarkalwaind 
princely gifts in a Teadinefſe is beſtow vponther ſaqourizey 
and followers, and amongſt which that which is firlt mentjos 
ned, is more then any potentare, or all creatures are ablers | 
giue ; and that is, /engrh of daies, of a long life, whereofrhe | 
greateſt plenty of carthly' commodities are'appurcenanceh | 
and attendants, Andthis ſhe euer/pranterth with limitations! 2: 
if it and with the good welfare ot her friends: if-ic inableth |Þ 
them to be ſeruiceableto their maker, andprofitable ro their 23 
brethren,andthrifty for the encreaſe of their owne happines 7 
if it detaine then not too long from their erernall reſt; ad | 
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reſence of their Saniour, and the enioyment of immotrall } 
lefſednefſe. Homenr ſomtimes, andito perſons, dignis 
ties,titles and preferments, and alwaics ynto all, s reuerent®- 
fimarion, inthe hearts, and by the ceſtimony of the godly; 
ynto whom! their graces appeare : yea the very wicked dod 
_ _—_ ED dreadofthem; according; w—_—_ 
icah «8g, Ig of CMicas, They ſhall be like'a young Lrow awong t 
Py of ſbeepe, And albeir the tongues of <1 7a. be cons 
monly preft to raduce boththemy and rheig waies, yerm 
: ofthole tharare mot depraved mbyreuly ſay wh Apoli 
aCar.q.2.2. Panl; We approue onr ſelues 10 anevy tans canſtienctiniionfied 
of Gog, Wee might bring the yngodly mens owne bebauiour 


a 
5 
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a their extremities for clecre. confiemation of this : whoſe 
prayers doemany.ofthem ſooncr crave when they-arc in tex» 
qurs? whole counſels d%e they more willingly aske in di- 
ircfles?.whoſe care: and fidelity: doe they more ſecurely de- 
end vpon far their children,and their eftates,when death will 
perwir them no longer to manage their affzires? do not theſe 
things argue that they repute theme beeholy,to bee wiſe,ro 
erightgoup,fai and aruttietAndeianthis.gaod opinion 
Ebcehad of chem withouthonaut ? yet: all;hawe not this ih like 
Zmcaſure,nor attgineto this forthwith ſo ſoonec as they enter» 
ER2inc wiſedome:; forthe vertues of many lic hiddea for a time, 
& appogrenotto.theworld;bot tbroughthe virulent rongues 
of (omeahey aodibeitaRiqntare mildcemed, and hardly cen< 
lured of others, andmany areperfinaded indeed: thar they are 
>rienous offenders whemrGod approucth eo bee faithfulland 
aulcleſle + but thisignot a-perpetuali-infamie, neither ſhall ir 
plwayclegue-vatothem: For Gordwill nor faile in due timeto 
Fleeresheirinnacency accurding to hispromile inthe Palme, 
y ig I Commit my ng — d,c me ib, mere aro Pſal. 37.5.6, 

ring it to paſſe Heſbelivrs th thy righteouſneſſe as the light, 
«d thy on as Ck Andin the rh Har. the 
poſtle fully agreeth with the Prophet,though he apply itto 
g otherpurpaſe, wheo by oppoſition of comnities hee faith, 

Some mens /ins are open before hand, and goe beforewnto indye= 1,Tim. 5.24.25, 
ment ; butyome mens ſinnes follow after, Likewiſe alſo good works 
+1 manifett before band, and they thut are otherwiſe cannot bes 


Py” JULI; ai: #13 aty CL 50 & 2 ; . 
Apdto honour he ddioyneth riches, whereof though wiſ- 
domes enemies be-alſo- parcakers, and that in abundance, yet 
are they normadeequall therin with her friends and ſeruanes : 

for they ace not bothenciched with the ſame hand, neither are 
they giventheen dr the. fame cauſe, neither doe they enioy 
the fraie dbenefiedbihem imthe fome maner, Ttis che hand 
of Godapronidence thay mimifirech ro the: wicked, and fris 
6s jr amr kmdneffe that —_— w— 
godly. And it is not yof extenuation called a Zefr hand, 
gly ew wo ears one, us well as 
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48 Paovrnns "Ay 
with the other, hee blofſeth the righteous with then, as with 
ornaments and rewards, for a recumpeneeof their ſerves, 
but he curſeththe wicked therewith aswith- gytes and ſhite] 7 
for a puniſhmenr of their ſinnes ; the righrevus hauerrue right ' 
in them,and good vſe of them,and found comfort with theali 7 
but the wickedare viurpers,and therefore puniſhable for theit 77 
intruſion,and they either halfe ſtarve themſelves throughinigs - z 
ardize, orelſe glut themſcloes with ———_— wt 28 
led with toilefull croubles, forrowes, engies; fears) andrhis 
nifo!d yexations; by all which it appeaterh tharche wealthof : 
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the godly is the peculiar gifture of wiſedome and yer norſuch G 


Re 


as is communicated to all: forir will: bee burdenousreſbrng > 
and dangerousto others, by reifeg ep UptaIrRDY "Jp 
or drawing downe their affeRions ro the'world/'by ments = 
whereof they ſhould have lefſe communion with 9R7' 
um 0925 of his heauenly riches,andtherefore be will 66 8 
y too heauic load on them that cannorwell beare irnorfitt 
* them with over much-whoare ſo ſubie@ to ſurphers,Varim 7 
techand dictethchem, asparents doetheirchildreny andy 
they ſhall be ſure $o bee provided for with enough, and freed 
from the perill of want and peguriesn 5 ah : boy 
| ot 1 Tots drive rn 9 ine wiiut SWocGA BY 
Verſ.17, Her waier are waiey of plexſantueſſt; uni" ul bit 
| . patherare peace. 34 94948 1 yen ett 3 | 
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IN the premiſes were ſpecified the bleſſings which wiſdom 
bringerh to the ourward man; andin this preſent ſenteriet 
greadded certaine defireable s which irwvorketh in rhe 7 
inward man, as that it refreſheth che heart with"ſweerds © 
light and ioyfulneſſe, eftabliſheth the conſcience wirhpeace | 
and cranquility,which he ſcemeth co mention for prevention * 
of the exception that corrupt fleſh and blood is apreo tak! | 
and the quarrels which.it.is wont xo picke 4 

wiſedome,asthat itispainefull;an more }«þourand © 
travell, yeaand the obedience toit isſower and bitter; deny- | 
ng vsthe delights that others hauer ing more ftri and 
auſtere behaviour then orbers. vie 2.and/this is- not gl};but# 
makes 
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18, Proyan>s. 49 

kes life ynpezcrable without reſt and quietneſſe, by procu- 

g many moleſtations and troubles, There isno ſuch matter 

ediouſnefſe, and refleſnes;({aith he) forber weies, viz. the 
orke and duties which ſhepreſcribeth( it being a borrowed 
eech taken from travellers : for euery good ſeruice well per= 
rmedis a ſtep towards heanen, and a proceeding towards 

dlefle blifſe and happineſle) are wazes of pleaſure, 112. minie 

r much ſpiritual joy, and deleRationto rhe ſoule of arege- 
—Wrace man, notwithſtanding they bee very diſtaſtfull cocor- 
"pr nature : as is auerred by our Saviour, ſaying ; Take my Mar.m29.30. 

f | 
the por you, and learne of me ; for I am meecke and lowly, andye 
| finde reft ro your ſonles ; for wy yoke is eaſie, and my burthen | Job.x.3. 

he : and alſo by Saint /obx,flatly,and in plaine termes deny< 
vg that his commandemenrs are grieuous, And «ll ber parhes 

e peace ; all rhar Chriftian converſation which ſhee appoints 
And direQs her attendants to walke io,tendeth ro the comfort 
"= Fof their hearts by the affurance of Gods fauour and !oueto 
bem : for their Hncere obedience is an infallible teftimony of” 
Meir ſound faith,and that apprehendeth Gods iuſtice to be ſa- 
== isfied by Chriſt,and fo their finnes to be remitted: and ſo the 
ZZT ord to be reconciled,and fo their fierce and vnquied conſci= 
——XFeoce to be pacified, And this is agreeable to thoſe holy ſay- 
ings of the Apolile : Bring inflified by faith, wee hane peace with Rom. 5, 1,25 
EXE God through onr Lord leſus Chrift by vhom alſo ve haxe acceſſe » 
"—28b) faith into this grace wherein we hand, and reiozce in the hope of 
be glory of God, ce. Thehingdome of God 17 not meate and yaw. 1, 
EE _ » but righteouſueſſe and peace, and io) in the holy 

x Gbhoft., 
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| Verl.18. Sheiratree of life tothemthat lay held on her : and 
| bappie 1s enery one that retamerh ber, 


He laft and largeſt fpirituall bleffing which wiſedome 
| 4 brings, he hath reſerued co the laſt place, for the knitting 
| ypofall,and chat is cuerlaſting life, and all the fulneſle of feli- 
Jy AM eg ry MS hol oe of our 
| reſti nn 1540 aw; which is 
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Cen. ;.3 23. 


Apoce22.2, 


Conen, 


50 Provanns Cs, 
madelightſome by a fimilitude of the tree of life-planted in 
the middeſt of Paradiſe, which was to our firſt parents a ſacra. 
ment ofcternall life, She not onely reſtoreth vsto this happi 
condition, but alſo conſerueth and keepeth vs in the ſame; as 
appeareth by the promiſe made tothe faithfull, in the Revela- 
tion of Saint Johw, To him that ouercommeth | "_ to cate 
of the tree of life, which is im the m1ddeil of 228 Paradiſe of God, 
Whereas contrariwiſe, «Adam being once overcome WAS exe 
cluded,and kepr out of Paradiſe, that hee ſhould neuer after- 
wards taſt ofthat ſacramentall tree. And asthis divine wiſe- 
dome is ſo effeQuall to them that lay hold on her; ſoitisno 
leſſe ſruirfull inthem,ir fruftifieth often, yea continually, and 
ſendeth forth great variety of Chriſtian vertues; and therfore 
it is ſaid in the Apocalyps, that this tree bearerb ewelve manner 
of fruits, and yeeiderh ber fruit exery mevetb, Hereupon he con. 
cludeth that which he firſt expounded, that ſhe doth conſerre 
happinefſe,and make men bleſſed, but withall be noteth who 
they bee, and What they doe; not onely ſuch as heare of her, 
ſpeake ofher,or looke ypon her,but rake hold of her : neither fo 
— that is not enough)but reraine herallo and hold her 
ft. | 


Verſ. 19. The Lord by wiſedeme hath feunded the earth, by 
wnderitanding he hath ſtabliſhed the beanens, 

Veil. 20. By bus knowledge the depths axe broken wp; andibe 
clonds drop downe dew, : 


SAT having bin iuſtly praiſed for her great baug» 
tie,and gratious effects, is here further commended, 
and duly. magnified incepectolthe. moſt excelicos, glorious, 
and illuſtrious cauſe of it : far 4 16:4hot whereok God Ahawh, 
the eternall and originall of all things,is the author,who is de- 
ſcribed by certaine workes, wherein conſpicuoufly bee doth 
excerciſe the ſame ; and theſe are i» vomber favre: whezof rwo 


aro concerning the creation, inthe 29.v and tmacepceming 


urthe2a. v. and acrording.t@ 
theeelbto be cenfidecnd. 


{$*44+24 ? 
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Touching 
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Verſe 19.20 Paovaiss. 5t 

Touching the firſt, ie is ſaid that rhe Lord by wiſedow fonn- 
ded the wn : ynderwhich hee com go ſcas alſo, 
Which kinde of ſpeech he vſeth, not becauſe hee hathlaid any 
thing vnder the earth, as a foundation or ground-worke, 
whereupon itis ſuftainedlike other — (tor it hangeth 
ypon nothing) but to note the ſare and ſtable ſtanding ofit,as 
if it had a foundation anſwerable to the building. | 

Touching the ſecond he faith, by v#derſtanding (and as the 
word ſignifteth) aptly,and trimly frameth,and likewiſe makes 
firme, and ſure, and ſafe from periſhing, and conſtant in the 
courſes, and reuolutions of the ſtarrie moueable ſpheres, ſo 
long as the world endureth,the heawers,whereby he meaneth 
thar that 1s ouer vs,the celcftiall bodies, motions, and influen- 
ces,and beneath theſe, all theregions of the aire. 

Touching the third, it is ſaid, By bis knowledge the depths 
are broken vp,chat is,he claue the depttio made the fountaines 


that runne along within the earth, to cleane aſunder, and to 


breake foorth ot the bowels of the carth, and to runne in the 
channels of the ſame, and the ſame iſſuing out of the entrailes 
of the carth, haue alſo ficeurtents for their courſts vpon the 
earth: for wee may ſee whar mecte and conuenient diſcents 
are ordained for them from dalesto valleys, and from valleys 
to valleys, from well heads they haue gutters to conuey them 
to ſma}l brookes,and the ſmaller brookes runne in rilles, and 
therilles paſſe out into greater riners,and the great riuers haue 
a ready paſſage prepared for them to flow into the Sea; other-= 
wiſe ſome places would be tuined into bogges or fennes, and 
made vnfruitfull ; others would be drowned vp,and made va- 
habitable,and few or none would be ſo commodious for men, 
and other creatures, as How they are, * | vi 
Touching che laſt, hce ſaith, The clowds drop downe dew : 
whereby be meanerh raine, and other falling moyftore of all 
ſorts, which are vapours aſcending our of the earth, to the 
end har being diftilled in the aire, they migh: rerurne againe 
with greater vertue to water the ground, And this isobſers 
uable for the manner, that it commeth thoderatlywith oYP% 
and nocexceffively with Rtreammes tif he ſhouldopentHe' 
| E 2 


dowes 


\, 5 


Mezimma, 


53 Proven. 


dowes of keauen,and let it guſh downe, as hee did in Naabs 
time,it wonld drowne vp,and deſtroy all ; but trickling down 
inthis milde ſort, is comfortable for men, and beaſts, and pro« 
ficable for corne, graſle, herbes, trees,and all kinde of plants 
both for their growth and fruitfulnes, Thus God is magni» 
fied by his workes of creation, conſeruation,and prouidence, 
that each of thoſe is done by his wiſedome, and ynderſtan. 
ding,to ſhew his Alſufficiencie in performing. his promiſe to 
them that embrace his wiſedome, 


Verſe 21. My ſonne,let not theſe things depart from thine 
exes : keepe pas wiſedome,and diſcretion, 


HE wee haue an application ofthe former diſcourſe: for 


out of the ſame hee inferreth an exhortation, or rather 
reneweth that which he had before propounded, and confir- 
meth ic with freſh and fit arguments. The exhortation is de- 
livered ficlt negatively in the manner of a caucat, Let not thews, 
either wiſedomeir ſelfe, or the reaſons broughrtto require 0+ 
bedicnce to it, depart from thine ezes,cither forgotren, or care= 
leſly negleRed.The ſmile is-cithertaken from Archers, which 
intentiucly aime at the marke they ſhoore at ; or from Pilots, 
or ſailers, who with all poſſible diligence labour to retaine 
the ſight ofthe Lode-ſtarre to direRtheir courſe accordingly; 


| or from wilſetrauellers who moft heedfully marke their way, 


and therefore haue their eyes conſtantly vpon it, left through 
their negligence they ſhould miſle the ſame, and wander into 
by-paths : or fromthe vſe of philaQeries, and writings of the 
Commandements vpon the edges of their garments required 
in the Law, that they ſhould not onely weare them, but with 
allheedreſpetthem, 

Next afficmatiucly,keepe,viz.marke,and remember, ſer thy 
delight 7 Ps praRile : let iudgement,memorie, affeion, 


and conſcience retaine ſound wiſedome, not humane,yaine in- 


entions, notthe deuices of mens braives, whichto carnall 
reaſon ſeeme glorious and excellent, bur that which God 
doth inſpice,and ratifiein bis owne holy word; this he calleth 

; that 
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reſt. 22 Provaerss. $3 
that which is true, and ſound, and ſolid matter,as if all other 
things,cſpecially fleſhly policies ſeeme ratherto be,then to be 
indeed,and rather ſhadowes,tben ſubſtances. Diſcretion]The 
word fignifieth cogitationorthinking,or good aduiſemevut; 
for that alchough wiſedome come from God, and bein our 
ſclues,and in our mindes; yethe would haue vs yſc our minds 
and cogitations to the attaining of it, and conſtant medication 
afrerit is ntrained, 


Verſe 22. So ſhalt they be life to thy ſonle, and grace to thy 


weeks, | 


Neo this precept hee addeth diuers great and gracious 
promiſes for life, honour, and fafetie, &c. and therefore 
faith he,So they,the wiſedorme & grace of God by this meanes 
entertained, ſbalt be life to thy ſoxle,ſhall quicken thee in the 
inward man,and ſhall be as the ſcedes of eternal! life, anima- 
ting thy ſoule, as that doththy body ; which without theſe js 
bur a ſpiritual carcaſc, like to a ſenſcleſlc,liuclefle,& (piriclefle 
body, For the tiate of none without grace, is berter then 
thar of the Gentiles, without knowledge, of whom. itis ſaid, 
that haning their vnder/tending darkened, they were alienated 
fromthe feof God,through the ignorance that was in them;be- 
'\Caufe of the bardnes of therr heart. And therefore in divers pla- 
ces we ſhall finde exhortations tOembracethe word of Gy 

with ſound knowledge of je; vpon this ground : as, Keepe my 


rommandements,and line : and my daw 41the apple af- thine exe. Prou. 7.1. 


—_ Intline youreares to me--beare and your ſoule 
all line; + ln 2 era! 

<And grace to thy necke] Ornaments of honour, like to 
chaines-or-4ewels wherewith great perſonages are wont to 
decke themſclues, as well to: ſer foorth their dignities, as to 
adorre their perſons : for with boththeſe are wiſedoms chil- 


 drengraced: they of hie degree,being the ſonnes and daugh- 


ters of God, and more honoured with fpirituall and 
holy behauijourthen any other can pofſib ye with filver and 
gold,or any kind ef jewlathnngh never richaod _—_ 

: | 
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54 Pxovanrss. - Chap.3, 
thar they need not be aſhamed to come into any preſence, © 
ſpecially of God;rthey neednot be afraid of cotempt, and dil. . 
grace, for good men will reverence them, though in the world 
never ſo poore and baſe, and none will deſpiſe them bur con» 
remprible perſons, who alſo thereby ſhall get more ſhame 
themſelies for their folly,and be filled with reproch by Gods 
righteous tudgement, 


Verſe 23. Thon ſhalt walks in the way ſafely, and thy foote 
ſhall not iumble. | Y 

Verſe 24. When thou lie/t downe thow ſhalt not be afraid:yea, 
thou ſhalt lie downe,and thy ſleepe ſhall be ſweete, | 


S life was promiſed as a recompence to godlinefle :and 
X after that honour as an ornament to life : ſo here is ſafe- 
tie added as an individual! companion of them both, and a 
men ſhall not faile of abroad, or at home, waking,or 
= ng,in the day,or in the night: abroad;andiathe day hee 
ſhall be ſo farre from ruine and mortall hurt, as that hee ſhall 
not'ſo much as daſh his foote againſt a ſtone: at home, and 
inthe night, he ſhall enjoy ſuch freedome from feare, as thar 
Hee ſhall nor ſo much as breake- his ſleepe for it. Thew (faith 
he) rhow ſhalt walke in thy way ſafely ;vizithou fhaltliue with- 
vut perill in thy whole courſe: for asicis:truc being li 
raken, har in his trauels and journeys he ſhall from God and 
His Angels finde proreQion, fo lie ſhall alſo inall other his af- 
fires, which according to wifedome hee ſhall walke-in:4or 
They ore alfo called the waies-of mer4\ fot ſhe-ſheweth! #5 
which be ſafe,and which be dangerous, and as wellhow.to 
walke,as where to walke,procuring alſo GodsdireQion, de- 
fence, and blefling.'e/H1d thy foore ſhall not fumble, viz. 0 
harme ſhall befall chee whileft chou art where choa ſhouldeſt 
be,and doe thar which thou ouphteſt: for orherwiſe bodilic 
calamities may befall the beſt that ſhall faile of rheſe,cthough 
notto his deftruRion, as the caſe of the good Propher: doth 
witneſſe, whom God cauſed &lion to kill for breaking his 


commandements :; and notwithſianding righteous and inng- 
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Verſe 25+ Prxovenss 55 
cent men be alſo expoſed to viadence,and many ſeeming hurts, 
yet all their affliQions and ſufferipgs dorather adafrite them 
an the faſter,therturbe to be ſtumbling blockes,where- 
ſhall fall. zen thou lreft dewne, andall the while chow 
lane thy bed, which wiſedome will notpermit to bee be+ 
yond meaſure, thou ſhalt not be afraid, thou needeſt nbr dread 
perill ; 7/hew thew lieft downe,thy ſirepe ſballbe ſweet, peace= 
ay perl heche ,as dainty food isrotherafte 
of ran, while thoude on'/God;'for the/heatr, tharis 
refreſhed inthe day withthe fecling of Gods fauour, willres 
liſh che ſame in the night,and be ſupported with the affurance 
of hisproteRion. Nexidconfirmes this ynto v3 byhis owne 
experience: T how beſt pat mor ti gludneſſe in mybeart pheunhrs p45, 
their corne and wine encreafed. ] will lay moe downe and ſleepe in 
peace, for thou Lord maketb me awellix Andthough Pe- 
ter knew nothing bur thathe ſhould be borh arrained & con. 
demned toideath, &likelyenovgh alſorobeexecuredon the 
morrow z yet reſting aſfiired tha the: Lord in goodneswoutd 
not-faile him, he ſlept ſo ſoundly in priſon andirons, vnderche 
cuſtodic of ſo many armed ſouldiers, that the Apgell was dri- .. 
ven to ſmite him hard before he conld awakehim,folictle was 
he croudledartheeminent perill, whichall the peophr; good 
andbadconcluded! _— din, 


Veil. 25, Be raed of any ſudden feare, Cone). the "y 
PR of. hte events commert. 


afirpinbd othes verſey voohliad, wit hlronenen: 
ded,and ſhewed cobe choiltacd defireable- bychar ſound: 
confidence, and comfortable boldnefſe which isadioynedto 
it,beiog for the certaimyp and lawſulaefſe of it commanded by 
a precept that containeth in itthe faxco ofa: Ateneo, 
afraid,viz..thou haſt no cauſe to. feare, neither ſhale thaybee 
perplexed Wirh feate : and that hee will as we! | ve the Race 
of boldlefſe to the ny y, asrequiretheexerciſe ofit,th 


s And ashere; 


places 


bus 


56 Proves: Chap.36 © 
aces we find imperative ſpeeches to ſand for firme ſpeeches? 
- Truft im the Lord,doe good duell inthe land, andbie fed aff 
redly, viz, T houfhalddwellin theland, arg yor failerobce 
fed, and have'all4ufficiency minifiretd ro'thiee. Aﬀiance; and 
holy ſecurity is ſer forth by the contrary, with the cireyms 
fiance of time, Be wor afrard, or thouſhalrt not 'feare ſuddert 
ſeare 3the Jeſolation of the micked mbenit commeth; even then 
when pertt>ſhal borribly diſmay the wicked, 8 when plagoes, 
andfcarefull indgements hill viterly fwecepe them away, thy 
beart ſha}l bee quiet and peaceable, reſting aſſured of Gods | 
mercy and goodnefle,and ſhale be freed from the indgements 
that fall on them;or at "x from = _ thereof -_ 

| y (0n,no venome,no hurt ſhall proceed from themzonely fe 

a Cm ſhalt ſuffer, arid bec'partaker of, as ſhall make thee 
the better ifthou liuc, avd haftenthy:- happineſle if thow die, 
This amplification is of no ſmall importance, but the ſawe 
whereby other holy writers doe much. magnifie the maruei- 
lous mercy of God; and theadmirable'fclicityof his people; 

Tob was animatcd with itby Elpbaz,inthis manner ; Hite ſhalt 

Job 5. 19.20.21 delrwer thre in [ix troubles,and wn the ſenentb there ſhallwone eul 

come Unto thee, In famine he ſhallredeewe thee from death, and 

warre from the power of the ſwgrd. Thew foals bee hilfrond the 

ſcourge of the tongue ; neither ſvale than bee/afraid. of drblruttion 

when «t commeth, And elſewhere aſtcr this fort : i/hew ether 

Job 23.29, 0# arecaſt downe hos ſhalt ſay,there « hfring vp. And Dand 

infiſteth vpon the point atlargein one of his Plalmes, when 

Plal.g1. 5. 6.7, he ſaith : Thow ſhals not be afraid for the torrour by night, nor for 

thearrow that flieth by dy, nor for the peftilence that walketh' 

in darkeneſſe ror fer the deſiraition tharateFiroyerh at noone day; 

Atbenſand foal! fall at thy fide; and ten thouſand as thy right 

band,bnt it ſhall not come neere thee. Bui with thine eyes thew ſhalt 

Verſ. 46. For the Lord ſoallbee for thy confidence, aud foal 
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Verſe 27. - Praoverss; 57 
by a ſtrong and invincible argument; namely,the omnipotene 
efficient,and worker ofthisfortitudein the hearts of his pe0- 
plc,and the preſereer of their ſafety: The Lord ſpabbber for thy, 
602/1\dinee, he (hall ſupport and ſoftaine thy. hope, he ſhallen- 
courage and eftabliſhthyheart,and bal keepe thy foote from ta- 
king, becauſe itis an old cuſtome for the wicked te lay ſnares 
and ſpread nets for-the feer- of the godly.: and as commona. 
thing as for: fowlers and hunters to-ſer-ſnates and traps for. 
birds, and beafts;:thereforethe Lord doth gratioufly deliucr 
his from being taken inthe ſame. And when he him(clfe doth. 
lay hisners and his grins for the vngodly; he will mofi provi- 
dently take orderchat his owne be not intangled therein. The 
bke allegorie is vied by the Prophet for this ſame purpoſe : 


wrely be ſhall deliner thes from the ſnare of the fovier, and from P!Aly1.3. 


he noiſome peTilencs.. 


Verſ. 27. Wubbold not the good from the ewners 1heref, when 
i is tn the power of thine band to doe it, 


Ow Salomon preſcribeth»thoſe duties which properly 
belong to the ſecond Table of the Law, as the former 

from the fourth verſe hicherco did cothe firſt, 
+ Ce; Benificence, that wee bee helpefull co our 

Andherein ) neighbovr. 
heerequireth, } 2. Innocencie, that we neither thinke nor do 

him hurt, 

Forour benificence or well doing,he would have ys toper- 
forme as muchas wee:caninthis verſe ;andas ſaonc as wee 
can,and is congenient;inthe next,-He incizeth men hereuoto 
by the rule of equitie and juſtice, in that the negleRof icto 
_ Fr” res ſhewed, is a Cage a = 

hem co whambyright:itbelongeth. #5:hbeld ner goe 
butreadily niinifler it,wherhet the defence, reliefe, countcl); 
comfort,or whatſocuer cllc' is expedient and 'necefiarie, from 
the ewner: thereaf; whichhane deſerved it, to whom it hath 
beenpromiſed;which ftand in need of it, ar to whomany way 
right, 
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$8 Paovens. "7 
righe, though they cannot exact ir, yet if God havealloued 
ieto them,and call ypon thee to offer it, and out of mercy and 
kindneſſe ſreely to beſtow it. /f polver bein thy hand to dec iti 
it Rand with thy ability andcalling, prouided alſo that thouſa 
iue vnto Sl thou bee not of neceſlicy compelledto des 
aud others which are neere to thee, to whom thou art more 
bound. That liberality and well doing is a duty,thatour poore 
difirefſed brethrEhaue aright init, that the nor exercifing ofit, 
is a0 vniuſt detention of a due from thera to whom. it is owing, 
our Saujour Chriſt himſelfe hath already witneſſed, Mart. 25. 
and will further make good,as all eares ſhall — 
ſhall ſee, by his laſt ſentence, and execution of the ſame at hi 
loriqusappearance. And ifirbe afm notrto relieuethem that 
be in want, much more then violently, or fraudulendly rowake 
or keepe ought from theright owners, thoughmen have ne- 
ver ſo much power in their handstobeare them our in it ; and 
therefore /ob durſt not lift vp his hand againſt che fatherleſle, 
though he ſaw his helpe in-the gate, viz. though the beach, 
and the ludge, and the Magiſtrates would hauc backed, and 
maincaincd him in his iniuttice.. © | . - 


Verſ. 28. Say not to thy neighbour, Goe, andceme ins tn 
morroew, / wif edi x thee, when thaw hail iﬆ by thee. bn 


y_ he proved benificence tobe a neceſſary duty when 
our neighbous need requireth helpe,and our ability ſuffi- 
ceth coyeeldir, a this caſe m_ bath made. vs Re- 
he hath appointedto others, and therefore 5b" -+ wee 
are to repute them the owners of it, and our ſehues rhe. debeors 
till we have made paymentthereof; and then he direRech the 
manner ofit,thatic be feafonableand rimely,and conſequent» 
ly that-ic be done bare mem cherefuinefſe, And this 
hee intimacetb by prohibiting; delaies varo thoſe tharare in 
preſent want, znd come in hope to'ſue for ſpeedy ſuccour, 
whom pitifeffe men are wont to turne away with the worth« 

from 


Verſe 29. Proven. 59 
from me naw and come againe another rime,odto morrowhere« 
after / will gine it thee, Where in the firſtbranch, they include 
their ncjgbbour with-an yncomfortable repulle : in the ſe= 
cond,they require of him a double labour: in the third, they 
ſhake him off, and illude him with a frivolous promiſe : for 
ſuch miſers doe ſeldome minde a morrow,or any day enſuing, 
wherein they propoſe ſeriouſly co ſhew any mercy, bur only 
make theſe ſemblancesand ſhewes,thatthey might not ſeemne 
profeſſedly to be churliſh Nebalce Bur ſay thartheir imenr is 
according tocheir ſpeeches, yet what know they whether they 
ſhall live cill the morrow,or thenthey haue ought cobeftow, 
er their brethren/may-ever returne to receive ic, or whether 
through want ofpreſe iefe hislife health; or Rare wiſcar= 
rienot? Andtherefote ſaith Saine Pan!, #/hileſt wee have oþ- G11 56, 
porrunity let vidoegecd to all, ſpecially to them of the honſhold of 
faith, And it much comforted obin his heaule afflition,thar 
he had not /affered the eyes of the widowss to faite, And this is lob.z1.16, 
the prailc of Gods bountifull goodnefſe to his people, and 
creatures, that he giveth them all chery meate in dae ſeaſon, Bur Plal.145.15. 
withall the Wiſcman doth explicate his owne meaning, and 
ſheweth in what caſe he doth forbid this mannerof dimiffion 
with procraſtination :2Yhex tho bait it by thee, if thou be able 
to fatishe himgit granting bis requeſt, orherwiſe nor : For ma- 
ny may doe that to morrow,which they cannot to day, and 
want meanestoperforme that now, which intime to come 
they may well accompliſh :and for fuchir is not vnlawfull to 
reſcrue themſelues fora fitterſealon; neicher will it be amiſſe 
fot chem to makea faith omhiſe of rheir furure benigniry, 
both rovefreſh the heart of their afflied brother with the te- 
ſRimonie of their loue, and cobinde themſclues tothe more 
certaine performance of it. 


' Verſa. *D act enills inſt neighbour that awelleth *Tacharath, 
Peer 1h To ? : 


| ing proved it<o be needfull that we doe all of 
Hi: ſonably ro our neighbours, hee rent, uo the 


contrary 
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60 Proves Chap.y; 
contrary (ide from doing any iniurie ro them,which in it ſelfe 
is yniuſt and finfull,and yet ismade the more grieuous by cir» 
cumſtances. As firſt, in reſpe ofthe manner thereof, if itbee 
purpoſely,and perpenſedly praQtiſed againſt them : for ſundry 
vices doe conſpire together in that worke, as malice, craft,vo- 
luntarie iniquitie, and wilfull contempt of Gods Commande. 
ments :and hercin the principall faculties ofthe ſoule are evil 
ly occupied : as affeions, wit, and mind, with the abuſe of the 
tongue, and corporall members alſo: for the word ſignifieth 
ſuch induſtrie and paines taking, ſuch art and travel,as is wont 
tobe vied in thetilling ofthe land, &plewing of the ground, 
Againſithe an ya this prom LAROSBOneY 
a iudgement, ſaying, Foe be to them thar inuagine miſebiefe, a 
= wickedacfe - their beds : whew the' is light thiy 
prattiſeit, becauſe power is in ther hand, And Elip ſerued 
it to haue been the bane and yndoing of many whom he chare 
geth :obeagents of, and acceffarie ro their owne defirudtion 
in this manner: / beve ſeene,they that plow iniquity,and ſow wits 
hedneſſe.reape the ſame. Secondly, it is aggravated by the ſub» 


ieas, the years wronged, againft whom this miſchiefeiv * 
plotted, thy neighbour thas d\vellerb with thee, if they bee our 
friends thar depend on our loue,andreftinan opinion of out 
faithfulneſſe towards them, or atleaſt are without feare, tht 
any vnfaithfulneſſe, trecherie, or perfidious defignes ſhoald 
proceed from vs. [udeſſe; are to bereckoned png the worſt 


ſort of people, which will both kifſe 'a man, and betray him 
at one time,withthe ſame mouth, : Nothing troubled! amd 
more inthe extremitic of all his troubles, thenithe indigne be- 
hauiour of Achitopbel, a diflembling, faintd, and counterfeite 
companion; and thereforeletting paſſe the open violence and 
malice of his profeſſed foes, hee takethmoftto heart, and moſt 
—_— mn —_ of the moſt horrible falſhood Joe 
14a, Moſtfaic ypocrite. Serely (faith-he) wine extmredid net 
5-45 Fa 97} Ala Hy BHP lr ec vo" 
alt himſelfe againit me : But it was thou O mangwy guide,and 
familiar, wbich 4:lighted in conſulting together, eat 506 
houſe of God a3 companions. i (oe £59" 
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Verſe 30. Sirine not with a man without 4 canſe,sf hee have 
done thee no harme, 


A! the praQtiſe and attempt of all hurt againſt others is to 
be auoided, according as the word ew indefinitlyfor- 
bidden,doth i _—__ we haue a more perticular admonition 
to take heede of contentions, ſpecially when we be not com- 
pelled by iniuries offered, to maintaine our owne righteous 
cauſes,or to puniſh,or repreſſe finne in ethers, but ſhall con- 
rrary to loue, peace, neighbourhood, andEquitie moleſt and 
diſquiet harmelefle and innocent perſons, Hereby doth Eſay 
exaggeratethe tyrannie, and duc puniſhment of thoſe which 
| oppretſe the Church, and Gods righteous ſeruants : Woe to 
thee that ſpoileſt, and thowwaſt not ſpoiled: and dealeſt treache- 16 z;.1, 
rouſly, and they dealt not treacherouſly with thee : when thou 
ſhalt ceaſe to ſpoile, thou ſhalt be ſpocled; and when thou ſhalt 
mate an end to deale treacherouſly,they ſhall deate treacheronſly 
with thee, 
And this inhumanitie is yet more inhumane, if they be ac- 
cuſed, and moleſted, that deſerue well at ones hand, and haue 
their loue and kindnes requited with indignitie,and aboue al, 
if they bee purſued and oppreſſed for their graces, for their 
goodnefſfe, for their-ſeruices to God, and well doing, Now 
theſe words containe” no warrant for priuate reuenge , or 
wreakiog our anger on euery one who giueth vsiuſt occafion 
of offence: for the aggrauation af agreater finne,isnotan a 
probation of a leſſe; it is an intollerable crueltie rovexe 
innocent, and ir is-a finfull parc alſo ro bee reuenged on our 
faultie enemies, In the meane while no law of God nor man 
doth forbid to expoſulate cither publikly or privately before 
the Magiſtrate, with him that hath wronged vs, yea to con- 
uince him of iniurie(if we bee able) prouided that it bee done 
moderatly ,mildly,with hatred of finne,and that it may be re- 
_ Wo in mercic to the ſinner that hee may bee reclai- 
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' Verſe 31. Enwit not the oppreſſor, and chuſe none of bi 


waites, 


TD Ecauſe the premiſed precepts and promifes are the leſe 

regarded, by meanes of the hie proſperity of impiousper- 
ſons that contemnethem,and ofthe deepe aduerſuie of g 
men which obſerue them, hee therefore in the conclufionof 
this Chapter deſcribeth the contrary eſtates and condition 
ofthem both, nor as they ſeeme vnro ſenſe, but as they now 
are,and intime ſhN1 appeare more plainly to be intruth, And 
hereunto he maketh a way by diflwading good men fromdi- 
ſtemper,diſcouragements, and diſorder at the fight of wicked 
and cruell mens fortunate ſucceſſes, Ennie nor the oppreſſe, 
viz. Let not the abundance, or promotion of them that aregi 
uen to violence,inſolencie,or impicrie, gricug,or diſquiet [4 
hart, though ir be no cafie matter for good men to behold the 
ſame without vexation : and chuſe none of his waies,be not'a 
lured by his example (how well ſocuer he ſucceedeth)tofob 
low him in the ſame eps. 


Although the ſecond clauſe be annexed tothe former, as1 | 


ſecond exhortation, yer it carrieth the force of an argument 
from the effeRs: becauſe this kind of emulation, if ir proceed 
without controlement, is wont to worke much paſſion ar the 
fir{t,andro draw men to imitation atthe laſt, Wherefore De 
id giuin S the ſame caucar, doth ſeeke inlike manner co pre- 
uent the ſame miſchiefe, Fret not thy ſelfe for the wicked : nth 
ther be ennions for the enill doers. Fre: not thy ſelfe, becauſe of 
the man that proſpereth in his way, becauſe of the man that 
brings wicked denices to paſſe, Ceaſe from anger, for ſake wrath: 
Fret not thy ſelfe in any wiſe ts dee exill. And wherher ir bee 
Danud, or eAſaph that wrote the ſeucntie third Pſalme, the 
Prophet (whoſocuer he was)teftifieth by his own jence, 
what force thereisin bad mens proſperitie to trou | 

mens mindes,and how perilous this trouble is to peruert theit 


waics. Af feete (ſaith he) were almoſt gone : For I was enuinti 


at the feoliſh,when 1 ſaw the profperitie of the wicked. ved 
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Verſe 3. | Provanns. 63 


Verſc 32. For the froward is an abomination to the Lord: 
and bis ſecret 13 with the righteous. £ 
HE makerh it to appeare by good reaſon that there is 1o 
: 4cauſe why wicked men ſhould be enuied, nor ſafetie in 
conforming our ſelues to their example, foraſmuch as fro- 
ward perſons, and ſuch as peruerſely goc on in their crueltie, 
and other wicked courſes,reieQing al admonition to the con- 
traric,are an abomination to the Lord,abhorred extremely, and 
perfectly hated of him. For he ſets it downe inthe abftraQt to 
declare that hee bath them in full deteſtation, It is nor ſaid, 
they are abominable, but abomination it ſelfe, as odious as 
may be,and ſuch as are loathſome to looke ypon. Moſes his 
ſpeech to Pharaoh doth declare what affections, and effes 
the ſighr of any abomination is apt to worke : Loe, ſhallwe ſa- Exoq.s, 
crifice the abomination of the Egyptians before them, and they 
wot ſtone vs? Now who ſceth not the moſt lamentable caſe, 
and deſperate miſery ofthoſe with whom the Lord is ſo high- 
ly offended, be their externall wealth and aduancement never 
o great? A Kings implacable anger bringeth downe the 
greateſt ſubieAs, as wretched Hamer felt; and who then 
would admire him that liueth, and is like to dye in the moſt 
gricuaus diſpleaſure and indignation of the living God? A- 
gainſttheſc he ſereerh che fiare of the godily,chat be hath chem 
in eſtimation,and is much delighted with them, as the cffefs 
| of kis fauour doe ſhew, His fecret is with the vighteows. His 
hidden.counſels,eſpecally rouching their owne faluation,the 
biddenaud myicall knowledge of his will (which an naru- 
rallman cannot attaine ynto,asS.Puar/ witnefſeth) is by his ;Cor.:. 
ward and pitiereueiled vnrothem,andd it is not ro- his erfe- 
mies,or 66 489; whonhe hath nor choſen. for friends, accor- 
ding I — G——_— —_—— Feall (ch.ig ors. 
Jeanne mere ſe ; for the fermant tnowerh not what his ma- 
ker dothbuut 1 cal you friends. For all which I hexe heard 
of =. father. / pats bgjower re you, And the fame doth David 
commend. 4 an: honourable” proregariue, wherewith God 
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vſeth to grace his faithfull ſeruants, how meane or contemp. 
tible ſocuer they ſeeme to bein the world. The ſecret of the 
Lord is with them that feare him:and bis conenant to ginethew 
vnderitanding. 


Verſe 33. The curſe of the Lordis on the houſe of the wickgh 
tut his bleſſmg on the habitation of the r:ghteons. 


HF confirmeth the former poſition by the effeAs of hi 


hatred and lone on both ſides : The cxrſe of the L ord; his 
plagues and judgements are threatned, and prepared , and 
in time ſhall bee executed vpon the honſe of the wicked; 
though it beneuer ſo ſtately apalace, but his bleſſing, his pro- 
miſe, his grace, and good prouidence is ypon the habitation if 
the ens it beneuer ſo baſea cortage : where, by 
houſe and habitation, hee vnderſiandeth che dwelling, the 
ſate,the waies,and perſons belonging to them. 


Verſe 34. Swrely he ſeorneth the ſcorners : but gineth grace 
ro the lowly. 


Tz former ſentences declared the ſeuerity of God againk 
all kinde of finfull men ; but in this is ſhewed whar a ſpe- 
ciall quarrell he hath againſt iefters, ſcoffers, and mockers, it 
his word, and admonitions, thoſe hell:h Atheiſts which des 
ride his ordinances, and ſerueth them in their kinde,bork dt 
cauſe of all others they are moſtarrogant,and preſumpruows 
and none doe ſo much yilifie and deſpite him,as they doe,and 
for thatthey bee peſtilent and plaguie perſons, caufing other 
alſoto thinke baſely of Gods moſt glorious and ſacred Ort» 
cles; and therefore hee ſcorneth them, requiteth them thelt 
owne meaſure, and returneth thar ypon themſelues | which 
they can but offerand attempt againſt him : they would haut 
his name to be contemned,hee makes them and theirs to bet 
abhorred, they deſire to bring bis worſhip into bay 
doth fill their faces full of ſhame: hee laugheth ac their 
and deftruRion which is comming ypon them; he laughtt® 
Ci 


verſs 35+ Paoyznns.”! 65. 
a their dey arr Yr, tn they are intheir tor, 
meats; whenthey would ſeeke dn hors re face from. 
them; when rc Rand in- need of faith and repentance, hee. 
keeperh i it away,and withftands them. And to theſe arc op- 
poſed humble men,which demeane themſclues in a contrary 
manner : for they ſcoffe not. atthe words of God,as theſe ſcor-: 
nersdoe intheir pride; butwith feare and: reverence, hearken 
toit,feare and —__ ir, wherefote alſo they finde: contrary ſyc- 
ceſſe, God teſtifpinghisloue vneo them, and cipeciall-regard 
of them, by ioking grace ja their hearts, with his holy ſpicn, 
which hath cuer been aninfattiblepledge of his favour. Saint 
Lames declareth the meanes whereby men become ſcorners, 
and thatis,by being'/proud.; and wah Wine after whac | 

ſortthe Lorddoth Ns them,namely, by ng of gtace 
from chem, which doth argue his ned pAyrr ya and 
therefore ſo frameth hethe oppohtion : God tr 7 the proud lam. 4.8. 
and gives _ tothe bumble, 


. Verſizs5. Thewiſe hallinkeritglory ut feolts doe beare away Metim, 


ſbame, 


Ecauſe humble men are accounted —_ and proud men 

wiſe ;andfinne bringeth manyto preterment, and grace 
occaſioneth diuers to; be deſpiſed inthe world; hee therefore 
toraile vp the diſcouraged hearts onthe one fide, andrto take 
downe theinſolent mindes of the other, doth pronouncethe 
lowly and godlytobe wiſe,and the proud, ſcornefull,and wic- 
kedto be fooles : and that theſe wile * ſhall haue an anſwerable 
honour,as thoſe that be rifing and in way to promotion, and 
ſuch foolesſhall ut a $ANEITTY contempr,as ſuch as bg 
falling,aod:inthe Rate of ignominie. The wiſe /Hall inherit | 
ry,vizcenioy proile, and eſtimation in due ſeaſon, when 
come to their. yeeres, though for a-while, during the time of 
their-ria ox _— and ſuſtaine many repro- 

ches,and w have it, they ſhall keepe it, and yſe it 2s 
theic pag 1 olders, their ioheritances which are law» 
ap cetera pr 


_ 


n= SETTESRETREATS LSE 


bY 2 


of the wicked are but borrowed, or tolles, and th 
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no continuence with them. The poſſcſſion ofthis gloryianf 


manytaken in the earth, the hearts and tongues of men iu 
nouring them in this life, bur the full froition cheroot(hallbes 


in heaven, and that perſe ly andperpetwally,with che fulncile | 


ofall other felicity. Contrariwiſe, footes doc beare away frame; 
wicked finners play the ſooles egregiouſly,taking vp for their 
portion, (as the word doth well fignifie) and voluntarily chu, 
fing ame, thoſe things which will bring them to ſhame and 
reproch ; as their pride,their pompe, their carnall 

will doe either amongſtmen incarth,orbeſorethe iudgemem 
ſcateof Chiift in the day ofthe Lord, This cxaltation of the 
godly, withother wndry blefſings, and the confulon of the 
wicked, withmany forts ofcalamiics the Propher //«i.cb doth 
confirme : Behold,my forxwant ſhell exte, and ye ſuall be 
behold,my ſernants ſoalldrinke,bur ye ſhalibe thirſty ? b oY 
ſernants ſhallreioyce,and ye ſhall be aſpaneed : behold, 7 ſernants 
ſhall ſing for ioy of heart, but ye ſhall ery for forrew of heart, and 
howle for vexation of ſpirit : and ye ſhall rare your nave fors 


Curſe to my choſen : for the Lord ſhall ſlay thee, and call hu fore 


Mantis by 4 new name. 


_— 
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Verſ. 1. Heere O je children, the inflruftion of a father,and 
fine care to onderſianding. 


N this Chepter Salomon confirmerh the fame 


which he hed handled inthe former Chapter, 
_ _—_ he cxhorteth Me 

tohi and careful \keep, and | 

ID) much ofthe takin fGodors 
fourteenth verſe, Secondly, he dehorcerh from 

ec {dciery and practiſe of wicked men,to the twentieth verſe, 
Thirdly he. giveth en #&nronition,nor onely roimbrece _— 
firuRions, 


QFP?Y 


w 3 
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fruQtons, bur alſo tovſethemto the government of their 
hearrs,f] peeches,and all manner of behaviour,to the end of the 
Chapter,” Andiin all theſe kee'delivereth little or nothing by 
precept, which he doth not alſo approue to them by reaſon. 

To theendthathee mighcthe better win the affeRionsof 
his ſcholers, and challenge not onely attention to heare him, 
USAGAES requireth, but ebedience to his words, 


| whichby con lequence is 6 infived, hee beginneth his Hivel 


with a preface,and therein mentioneth the relation that is be- 
rweene him and his ſcholers, how they comming to learne are 
become his children, and hee appointed «. God toreach ſu- 
Raineth the perſon of afather,and accordingly giuerh facher- 
x Ora proceeding from loue, and red with 8u- 


agen: Foy 1 doe gize good doitrine,therefore forſake not my 


Lthough thoſe perſonal reſpets mi ht be of good force 
Ac moue them, yer he thinketh ie gong to vrge = 
owne juriſdition,or their duty for loyalty, bur 


| therarguments to ſhewthe equity of his demand : as one is 


the cxcellency of rhe matter, which hee doth propoſe ynts 
them : / dee grne you 6 good deftrine, that which is wholeſorne, 
pleaſanr, and profitab able to an vpright heart : it is not heretical, 


| erronious, feditious, wanton, or an infeRious or dangerous 


diſcourſe: it is no common, , or worthlefſe pamphler: 
it is nofancie of mans braine, or (i rftitious tradition of fleſh 
and blood,but that which is ſound and fruitfull,for mind, hare, 
mukters, ftace and gouernment: I veter noble and divine fen- 
tences, which bring preſent conſolation, 2nd invefteth men 
with erernall felic creupon he ſorbiddeth ys to forſaks bis 
lev,inminde,in effion,or in preiſe . For who thatis well 
in his wits will rejieR or worked [ good, fo delight. 

_ nt oro: he fine fo Favr-pe7 
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layed.in the ſight of my mother. 1) 0 = e510 
; 173 23% ; & 11 BA 1.253503 
"He example and teſtimony of Dawwd is brought asaſes 


cond reaſon for the warrantof his teaching,& the good... 


at 


nefle of kis doctrine ; for he dealeth with them-no otherwiſe 


then bis owne father deale with himant:looke whaedoQtine 
himſc\fe lad .;reecived gf fo kinde av inftertor, tbe ſamneally 
he faithfolly deliuerefl for eheirioftru#ion. In thiswerte hd age 
knowledgeth his parentsloving affeRion':. Inthe nextheeres 
lateth his fathers wholeſome precepts.Fer / was the ſonne of my 
father,whom be moſi dearely and entirely affected aboue'the 
reſt ofhjs children,O »( beloned iv the fig br of my marker, whole 
heart was ſo much knit ynto mee, as if ſhee had had no other 
ſonne,and therefore could ſeldome endure me to be out of her 
preſence, although ſhe had borne other ſonnes alſo, .as appea. 
reth, 1, Chron. 3.5. But what meaneth Salomon by this? why 
doth hee publiſh co the world how dearely his parents affe. 
Qed him? Becauſe he would haue it knowne thattheit gr#! 

loye was a principalicavſe of his good educations al K« 


therfore he was well taught, becauſe he was much ſet by. And || 


bearing the ſame. good will to his ſpirituall childres,as his is 
ther didto him, hee would imitate his father by teſtifying his 
loue.in giuing good counſel], 4 ans IS Tt 
M63 19% 75.23 $6341 t: 4:4&0f1 3 FY .18 210 6311:2104 BANE 30558 
| Verl. 4. Heranght me alja,and faid vntg me : Let thine heart 
r01 416 #11 90745 ; keeps my Fammandements and lines: *\ 10! 
Auing alleaged the motiues of Davids documents and 
ioſtcuctions,the-{ingular loue he bare vnea him ; hetiow 
beginneth torecite the matter.therof, which confhifterth of ex 
hortations, dehorrations, ;and -promiſesipromiſcuouſly inter 
mingled; andinalltheſe he recommengeth voro himyandind 
citeth him ynto the intentiue regard of ſound & ſauing knows 
ledge : and hr, he prepareth him to « ſerious obſeruation'df 
h1s counſell in this verſe, and afterwards deliuereth the pertis 
culars of his aduice in thoſe that follow, That his ſayings 
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| Verſ, 2« For [was the ſouneaf "my father, tender'aud only bet 
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that che care be'not onely imployedin receiving of them, bue 
the heart and mind alſo; neither nt eons riop ies 
once apprehended, bur conſtantly held faſt (as the word fig- 
nifed) and therfore addeth alſo another clauſe heepe my Coms= 
wandements, keepe them in memory,keepe them in affeRion, 

epecheminpraRtſe, . Hee maketh a proffcr of large extent, 
and offereth a gift moſt defircable; namely, //e, both tempo- 


| rall,ande ,with all happineſſe belonging tockem both c 


but moſt emphatically ſet downe in the umparative moode, 
avd live ; wherein be bothpreſcnbeth a ducy, and therein gi- 
ueth direQion,and makerth a large promiſe ; as if hee ſhould 
have ſaid; Be providentin yeelding obedience to my com- 
mandements that thou maicſt hue, and afluredly thou ſhalt 


Verl. 5, Get Wiſedomee get vnderſianding : forget not neither 
decl ne from#be words of my month. 


Erc hc layeth downe the fition,and maine of 
his whole oration, Ges —— (faith he) ger ual ry Tie 


dnp, viz, call, crie, Spge, ſearch, and vic all good meanes for 


an cxquiſite and ſetled knowledge, with the faculty of concei» 
uing,and diſcerning, whereby thou maieſt bee kept from er- 
rours: fergerner, let no good inftruRtions regardlcfly hp out 
of thy memorie: Decline not from the words of #25 month,breake 
not _— contempt or negligence thoſe precepts andrules 
wherewith I informe thee, for the attainement and viage of 


this heaucnly knowledge, 


Verſ, 6, Forſekr ber not, and foe hall preſarne thee, lene ber, 
Perc as much miſchieſe commerb by caſting off chat 
which is good,zs by meere refulall of it, hee prefſerh the 


poi of perſeuerance, warning his ſonge thas be ſhould by no 
—_ F 3 NICAancs 
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meanes giue ouer his good beginnings '* hee would norhayy 
him for ſake wiſedowe, cither ceafing to learner, or defifilng 
from the exerciſe ay and ne —_ this a 
ſtance by the benefn ofconft 'eſerue thee, 

he) thee ſhallpreſerne thy keoee dad go ao ſinfull lofts; 
ard other corruptions : ſhe ſhall keepe thee fromthe 

of cuill bchaviour : ſhe ſhall defend thee from ſhame and re 
proch :ſhe ſhall rt thee from plagues and puniſhments, 
Now herteacheth him not onely why he ſhould retaine wi 
dome,but how he may bec able to doc ir, and fo receive pres 
feruation from her; and thar is, by ſetting his —_ 
her,/oxe ber,and then ſhe —_ thee,for no man doth eafs 
ly depart from thething which he loueth, but charilylayeth 


vpthat which his heart is ſer ypon,and keeperh it ſafe with 
heedfulneſſe, Why doth God eternally preſcrue his people? 
becauſe he loueth them. And why do they perpetually cleave 
vnto him? becauſe they loue him. ho (faith Saint Paw! )ſbal 
ſeparate vs from the loue of Chriſt ? Shall tribulation, or an« 
guih, cc. That in the Canticles is not impertinent to this 
purpoſe: Set me as 4 ſeale on thy heart; for lowe ic frong # 


death ; ielouſie ts craell as the grane,the coales thereof are fi 
coales; many waters cannot quench lone, if «man would yi 


4? the ſubſtance of his houſe to buy lone, bee would vtiterly dr« | 


fpiſe it, 


Verſ.7, Wiſedome is the chiefe thing therefore get wiſdome, 
and with all thy getting get vn yo <ary | | ; 


Hat he may the ſtronglier confirme hisadmonitions go» 
ing laſt before,and the more direRtly inferre this exhot- 
ration enſuing,he extolleth wiſedome with due and deſerued 
praiſe, aſcribing to ir the principall place of excellency, and 
preferring it before all things in the world, as Selowos pros 
ned b compariſon in the former pring.wo then it fol 


lowerh that it muſt needs be worth ing, worch krepi 
worth louing,&c. and therefore hee had good reaſon allc 


perſwade himwith all bi po 5to comp that het 
P ompalle it, hr 
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ſhould vie all opportunities, and commodities, and wharſoc- 
uer he entoyed,as a meanesto further him in knowledge,and 
ro. baye nothing in ſuch eftimation, though. it bee never ſo 
deere vnto him, as not to depart with it for the encreaſe of 
| grace,andexercife of goodneſſe, if otherwiſe hee cannot ob- 
caine the one,or performe the other. For hee cannot haue a 
hard match that makes apurchaſe of vertue, bow great ſoe- 
uerche price be that he payerbfor ir, becauſe every parcell of 
it oucrualueth all the moſt deletable things of the world : ic 
is that treaſure which he that found, is comended by our Sa- 
| viour for (clling allthat he hath topurchaſe the field wherein 
it was hidden: and itis that rich pear/e, which the wiſe Mer $3.44. 45 
chant did well to buy with the ſale of all that be had. 
: M1 E--- 
Verſ, 8. Exalt her,aud ſhe omote thee : ſhe ſhall brin 
thee to honowr,when thou doe pu her. o 
Vetl.9.. Sheſhall gine to thine head an ornamevt of grave, 


4 crowne of glory ſhall ſhe de liner thee, 


mY 

Aving gotten ber,though it coft him deere, herequirech 
| 4x ys 4 ne hen much of her,and extol- 
ling her, wbich is done by a reveren. and honoureble-encer- 
tainment of her : for ſa hee explicaterh himſelfe, in conditia- 
ning that ſhee bee imbraced, whichis done when the word is 
recciued,as the word of God; when the Miniſters are reſpected, - ER 
as the meſſengers of God: when obedience is yeeldedas to 44 
the yoice of God: when (heis op with a wholeſome 
tongue,and glorified wich 8 godly life. And to him that ſhall 
[tn Gggs Ae Ralgnrce hes oblereademly 

ying 3 [ promote thee, euthertoa 

pr. . (For that which God faith, Godin 
Wiſedome ſaith, Them that honewr me, bbonowr.) And Salomon 1.5am.2,30.. 
found ic verified in both, and that. iv ample and large mes- 
ſure, ſher ſhallgins to rhine bedd aw ornament of grace, and ſet 
yponthine head a bleſſed crowne, as Chap.1i9. + 


F 4 Verſl.10. 
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Verf 16, Meare O my ſame and receine wy words, Jp 
eeres of thy life ſhallbe many. 1.3 21419 
: veſt 64 To teach ther in thi way of wiſe, "_ 


thee in the r1ght pathes, 


Itherto ( as it ſeemeth) S«/omon hath related the be 
H of his father Dawid.produced by way of teſtimonie, 
to eſt-bl;ſhthe hearts of his auditors,or readers, and'to I 
fie his owne do@trine, which hec had, and doth commuriie 
ynto them, for that Danid, fo wonty a aperſon, did out of tis 
action ſo counſell him, as hee aduiſedthem, and now 

-# ceedeth in his owne words, or rather-in the words of Gol, 
" ſuggeſted ynto him, and written by him; for the'vſe of bis 
children, re&whom hee ſpeaketh 1n the firli verſe of this chaps 
xerheningogek his ſpecehin the plurallnamber,as ſpeaking 
to all,in this and thoſe following, he continuerhinthe 


Jar,as if hee would dire@this ſpeech to every perictlar, 
matter which hee handleth is not new, but a renuing of that 
whichke had formerly deliuered,w hich he doth,to auerre the 


ſoundneſſe, the viiliry,and the neceſſity of it x the p 

— was dehuered chapter the firft, verſe the eighty 

-duty o receivinginftrudion was required chaprer 2. veil/t, 
the promiſe of long life hath'been made, chopter 2. yerſe4, 
and 16. the teſtimony alſo of his inftruQion was giuen inthe 
ſecond verſe of this chapter, ſauirgrhat there hee ytreredit 
more generally,and here he doth it mote ſpecially zthere fin 
nk ly, and here tropi. ally, andina briefe allegoric n= 
his readerto atraveller, himſeite to a guide, Cage 
torhe way: there he ſvirh: , I gine you a good doBivine;wnd 
T doe reach thee in the way of ved, and leade thee in th 

right pathes. My layings, ich ther: ftof the A wg yr 

aTim-3.15.16. © erued,areablerothakecthee wiſe ro faluation 

| | table for dofirine, for reproofe, for Corellon, pode 
Fighreowſneſſe, that thou | wed rhroughty fo | 
fred io all good rker, th M1703 boSibblt s hey! 3117: 14a at 
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3% , ap wil þ it vi nilhc: 
Jia b bi doArineFer dhebeholeſonines, 
equitie, and | Pu of it, and now forithe frunc-and 
happie ſucceſſe which ir cauſeth, it make our courſe of life 
comfortable; and*free from penilizench 
to be in moſt hazzard; which argument hath bedae 
duced,and is now repeated : bur with ſome addition,and fur- 


ther I ;then I 

alt wil 

an feat, And now th Canes " Genie _ 
pr rreirr pn. 


5S =S-W + 
= = + 


of ESE 

Tag miſchicfe' Sw rin dubcoorrege 
ypon fieepes,orinſichlikep pure todpi Snctamlichioraveb 
'natrow.' Find this hedoth yer further enlorge by-way bf. grd- 
dation,faying, #hew! Newnan theu (fab fate To 
gor ſurely withour dang per of ftuinbling;;chougl burs 

te is good -fovrs, nan me ſwiftly-wathous harwe —_ 

tderiand i flingnhichpecharmakedi 
bateſceth nor Jn key rhar'is tnfdblimicnnd yer thisas the 


bleſſed cotidition of all thoſe thatwalke invoke way ofwiſe- 
doin, et TIAL 90 Lord hielecmbeken 
' guide'dhd keeper) becauſe ben hathrginen:b1i> Au- 
/ chargeonir them pro thorn meldbormece 24nd roy 
hal beans uhm 'op, th 1hor und; left-they daſb their: feets.g- Plal gn. 
| | wow 4'70u6|/Rox wir Jayioini! faying in the Goſpe|l,may 
cemeto on_ this Seriprure, as gontrary vat t tor hee 
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cefſive libertie of finne by morrification, and containe thy 

affeRions and behaviour within the compaſie of Gods hole 
will : and heere Slower declarcth the effeQs and rewardg 
godlincſſe and religion, that God doth proteR them, and 


make their paths wide and broad before.them, for conſol. 
tion and ſafetic. $1 


Verſe 13. Takg hold of inftruZion,et her not gor : keepehe, 
for pris by Life. nn i hi cnet $1001 
, ? p *  2i4 3 this 
Ere wee hane an end ofthe firſt point, of this Chapt, 
which as he enctred into with the teftimonic and auths- 
ritic of his father,ſo hee s1ſo concludeth almoſt in his words: 
or fed w ori pos berwecne "a v4 m_ 
| yerle of this preſett. chapter. Wherein hee faith 
thine beart ae We faſt my words : keepe my —_ 
mentr,and line : which in ſenſe accordeth with this text, Tue 
held of inftruRiion, let her not goe ; keepe. her, for ſhe is4hy 
-life. The ſame preceptin effec is: giuenhere,and theregha 
:we perfifſt conſtantly in goodueſle.The reaſov is for fubſtange © 
'the fame inboth places; though inthe oneit be derek w 
134 


'S <1 


promiſe, /ine thow,or thow ſhalt line: inthis other there 
'cretthreatning mingled with the promiſe,and ſo the 
intimace the wonderfull benefit of perſeyerance, and theex- 
treme perill of reuoking, ſbe #s thy life, if an mo of her 
-thou-decft keepe GAR TEN OCAP 
recious;euen thy very lite,thy ipirityadll ifeby.ctern iy 
_ \burif thou beremiſſe, and:carcleſſc of her, if chou. reieft anc 
| ndiveathchbing cps _— iy a ty": 
panteſ with the pri al Bs, thoy deUroy 
thy ſelfe,thou lol thy life for 4-9 — 


| | Verſe 14, Enter nt ntothe path of witlglmep neither wit 
_ bn the way of enill men. "AP 11:4 535,46 rt 
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Verſe 16.17 Pavrank 75 
xretheie example peflilent,he therefore ad- 
uertiſeth thoſe w le up goo good of him'to rake 
heede of ir ads eng have won fg /bur'if 
it Ee Eepoprearnridebery ibs ot atalſeo pri. 
Qiſe any of __ f _ a and therefore faith ks: Zorey 
wot into the w iched men, doe nor ſet any foote into their 
diforders,a Aboops courſe of life : for hardly can a man bee 
reclaimed chat hath rafted of the pleaſures and deceitfulnes of 
fine. Neither walks in'thr way of evill wen, follow thern not 
in cheir exerbitanr and difſokne behaviour : firvide it, keepe 
fromic with deteſtation of it,as the word importeth, abhorre 
ir, ſet thy ſelfe againſt it, as thou wouldeſt againſt infeRion 
and poyſon: paſſe by it, come not nigh ic, for thou _ 
ken,andenſnared with it:twrwe fromir,with all fpeede 
fible,ifrhou haft ſo much'#s ſet one foote —_— 
| divert thy courſe another way, and Leepe as farre off a 
canſt, Inall theſe words he Gf i, his a kev 
fimilies,taken from nilials whoſe wiſedome is to ſhunne 
all ſuſpeed bes athes, and whatſocuer places doe threaten 
any perill veto Saint Paw! doth agree with' Salommen 
not in words,but in meaning, when he warneth the Epheſians 
to haue wo fellowſhip with the wnfraijcfwll workes of darkueſſe, Epheſ.y.25. 
but to reproue then rather. " 


| Verſer6.Forthey net,valeſe they hane done miſchiefe, 

and their ſleeps is Ir ow _ canſe ſome to _ w 

Verſe 17. wolng rate the «, and trinky 
the wine of violence, 


HE confirmeth his counſel forthe RI ofthe: 
leſſe mens praQtiſes by reaſons : whereof one is taken 
fromthe iran which wicked men haue to commit 
wickednefſe, and that is fuch asthrough vexation canner ſleep, 
vulefle cheyeitherdoe ſore hore hemſelues or cauſe others 
either ro-doe,vt receive harme:rheix | 

king miſch iefe is' like to a hungrie magic 
emptic of ſoode, who going ſupperiefit'to't 
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76 | Proyanms. «+ :.Ohagy 


reſt his belly doth. chinke thus throreis.cut (ds-wee- fay:ingut 
roverbe) andeherefore will ngr ſuffer himjto edioy hu {levy 
ions wee hauc of ibis in eAched,who' was fickewy 
griefe, and ndignation,that bee could pot-compaſieWaberhy 
vineyard, And luch a rauenous defire of villany wee-reade'ty 
hauc been in Ammon.yhopined oy with forrew rmill hee 
could haue his purpoſeco ſatisfie hjs.lufi ypori/ his fitier The 
wer. So hath hee made their violent affeQionsto dcomphl 
euill, co appeare by che cffeRts thertot, Now doth hecſhey 
the cauſe trom whence they proceed, andtbat is the greatdei 
light which they haue in naughtineſle, which is declared byy 
compariſon of the like, namely, of bread. and wine, 
thereby all other food alſo. They eate the bread: of wicked 
and drinke the wine of violence, viz.cheir linne-is| mcate and 
drink vnto them, and they take as much comentmentinpliyi 
ing lewd prankes,as Epicures doe in fealting. Kt 


Verſe 18. For the path of the inſt is hike the ſhining light that 

ſpineth more unto the perfett day, = | 
Verſe 19. Theway of the wickedis adarkweſſe,they know mt 

whereat they ſhall ſimeble, |... i on 


T appeareth by the caufall, for, that anexhortationto walk 

in the way _— men,is as well ynderſtood,as the dehor- 
cation from walking inthe of cuill men,is expreſſed, be» 
cauſe hee firengrhneth both by an argumentraken fromths 
contrary condinonof both ſorts. He compareth the way;'or 
the life and ate of the godly rothe light, which in'the Scriph 
ture fignifieth knowledge, grace,ſafetic,comfort,and honour, 
Contrariwiſe,the life, 2nd fiace of the witkedisgike ro 
ncs,full of ignorance,comtempr, peril, horrors,afd all kind dl 
miſcries [i to light,viz,.he happiacfle af the righteaws; is 
promiled a growth, and increaſe ;/ the beginning &-bke the 
dayoing of the 9ay;q0dhe proceeding, a a fierie ſun-ſhine 
morn. ARdhe fulps ion whichis p 
3nd W1 
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df wicked mens courſes and miſericsare alſo' intended; albeir 
they be not expreſſe}ymentioned :rheyare likerhe darkaeſle 
Fan cuening; which waxethþlacker and blacker,oven vntill 
midnight, whereof ir is that they ſhall fallintoſhares, & pirs; 
ſooner,or later,moſtcerrai x 69s where or when they know 
ot, The one ſorvtherefore gin theirjourney-at day brea+ 
,and ſohaue alutle mixtureofdarknefſe ar the firſt} and * 
ni irarmidday:theother ſer forward about $uncſenting| 
and ſo fee ſomewhin while it)is ewilight, and-ſftumble vis vill 

T mide he, nnd then: baitobyeits Pr MAPILIG a0 7152" 
theen Oe?" 1 203 10 wie wy 2 ovodoariy 
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Verſe 20. My A ſnne,atendre to my y words incline rh eare to 
ww) ſayings, He tk v9} ana Uh Rb, 7; 
Verle 21. $a - os not depart from thins wankechs them in 
boy 1d5t of rhine —_ 


N 
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yore ne 218 2002 v 3300101 ©4023 $HEYY 
He more imporanrany (cruice is,the more ſubieRt com- 
monly men are tothe neglect of it, and the fooner grow 
to remiſnes in it +amd thab/cauſerh{the-wiſe-mdn fo: ofreney 


call forattchcion, asweefinde in chedbgginriing of 
of this Chaprerthis charge20!be vrgedgrharhisſbnize d 


heare, and hearken;and hold ah Cond kieopie Gre. Thirdurle 
therefore wee: wy for againe required 4x ſane, (faith-he) 
attend ro my £,&c,;Hearktn diligen _ 
things that:  Lſontlteal yreer | in-my wordsand {ay 
Let them 'nop: apnoea t riyeayiccletchaminbbe 
gotts; for ea nba die rhings that be imovur Gokb 
Sce chap. 3.21 Keepetbem ir che miaft of thine bear, viz. ade 
them cy arid —_—_ thy CORE HU DH 1 CREE 
&: Verſe 22 \Forehejure tro heme, fide tis 
ule Bo09%339d: bnA 38 lo Sol 2.3 #6 A 
& 11191-7157 WK.” 22 &? ors; RP LAS 4: Of it 16733 97: 
Az hardly belecuts, as dpreceptbeyadia 
nr natma faw it expedient to nculcate rhe ope, {o 
deth.cauſe toreiteratethe other; ;tahere we ln he doth, 


a2 Paovanns. hays 
both forthe eternall ſclicitie of cuery one which embraca 
the counſell of wiſedome,and his remporarie welfare,Touch 
ing the former, hee ſaith, his ſayings ere /ife to the no that 
them,as hee ſaid before,chapter 3.22.they ſhall be life tad 
ſoule —_— the latter he we voor my 
ſb, ſhall preſeruc in healch,a ie of chy bodice, 

: os it ſhall be good for thee ; and ynder the fant 
he comprehendeth all other carthly bleſſings whioh are giua 
for the vie of the body,and Ines ofche minde,andihe 
comfortable condition of this prefent life, For it is cuiden 
that hereis a Metonymia of the effet for the cauſe, anda 
wecdeche,one benchic being promiſed for many. 


Verſe 23. Abone all keeping, keepe thy heart : for ont of 
are the iſſues of bife, Pe Rope by | | 


He twe former verſes are an introduQion to this,andts 

the other foure remaining, wherein are iptions fot 
a holy and vertuous life: this requiring s firit care for the 
gouerning of the inward man,andrhofe containing inf 
Qions for the ordering ofthe outward man, The Lord know | 
eth tharthe hart ofman (and fo the whole ſoule, for the which 
the heart is put (being a moſt noble and principall part of the 
fame) is fubieR co manifold aſſaults and temprations fromthe 
divell,znd the world, and to many deceiucable luſts, andert- 
terous corruptions within it ſelfe, and therefore chargeththit 
ic be well- looked ynto, andkept with watch and ward : 26d 
the extent of this heedfulnes hee ſetterh foorth by compari 
fon.that it bee more intenſive, and ſerious, then any orhent 
then for houſe, then for money, then for bodily ſafetie, the 
fornaturall life : no perillis ſo certaine,as the ya ofchatt 
no hurt is ſo fearefull,as the wounding of chat cn0 loſle is 6. 
gricuous, asthe ſpoyle of thar, And therefore (omeke it opt. 
peare thathe is nor ſo earneſt without a cauſe, he rendreths 


fon for his admonicio | 
ur adions woes” wa fone Ol 
eaine emwinaceell che behachonr uiagedhandtheon 
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79 
>m whence jt groweth1'althou obe hearted then 
ave their Selkies cod fall into nile hop hevock 


imputed ro them for parts of their life : and notwithſtandin 


cn of wicked bearts doe ſome good offices, and perfayme 
any aons thac are proficable to others, yer they are not e- 
cemed from the fireames that flow from theirſoules, or any 


good fruit that they bring forth +for @ goad man, out of the icy cs 
good treaſure of his heart bringerh goed things: and av 6+ 
will maan,out of the enill treaſure of big bart bringetbforth exill 
sbings, For as our Sauiour faich, chat ont of the brave proceed Matry.rg; 


wal thought 1,9uer ther s fornications, thefts, falſe witneſſe blaſ- 
he- 


obemie 1.40 alſo is tto be ynderſtood, that thence do flow 


y ee reflnmo- 


n jes, and gratious peeches, 


Verl. 24, Put any fremthee « froward month cudput per- 
rſe lips farre from thee. 4 


N giuing direQion for outward carriage, he beginneth with 
the words and hes, which are declared by the cauſe 
nd inſtruments of them, the month and {ips, where all per- 
verſcneſle, (rowardnefſe, andn nefſe of what kind ſoe- 
ucr,againſt the firſt or ſecond table is forbidden, And this he 
pureeth in this place,becauſe of all duties nextco the ruling of 


the heare,the guiding of the rongueis mol} neceſſary and dif- 


And therefore Saine /amerfaith, File that can bridle by 1im1. 
tongue 1.4perfeÞ and compleatmian. And yerſo expedientir 


[15,25 that he that eemerh eo be ecligions, and refraineth nox 


his congue, his religion is in waine, The metaphors which hep: 
victhdo carrie the forceof reaſons t implying vnſtuory 3nd law. 1.26, 
Gofull communication eobee-odious and hurefull; as thoſe of 
abandoning and coſting farre off, forfo we deale withthings 
that ave venomous, contagious, ad loarhſome to the eye, 
and ſmell,or other ſenſes: andilikewiſe the Epithere, froward 
orperverſe doth intimate, that a man is a5 much deformed by 
| | a wry moth,” | SE 
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$ Prover'ts. Chay 
 Verſ,as.' Let thine eyes looks right on; avd'let thinrejeli 
looks ftraight before thee, ; 7:1 bas 25! f 

Sthe tongue is well to be gouerned for the words,ſom 

the eyes Be their aſpeRs, and lookes, and conſequenth 
all che reſt of the ſenſes; with the inftrumenes/ thereof,” Ly 
thine eygs looks right on; 0.1er them nor Wander, nor look} 
2 ſquint, but directly to chat which is good, and ivft, 'Itisi 
borrowed ſpeech taken from ſuch as hold che plow, of'det 
ſuch other worke, who muſt looke right forward, and notot 
either fide, much lefſe backward : or from traneHers,ormun 
ners in #race, whom it ae not ro gaze about, look 
ing here and there,but diligently toattendyporitheir wiy,« 
« racesend. It is aus 5.x 4. heed —_ eyes,' as _ 
windowes of the minde, or brokers of the heart, which lat 


© 


procure good motions and deſires, or poyſon thei ſoule wi 
' worldly, wanton,vnchaſft,proud,enujous,or othercorruptes 

gitations, By the abuſe ofthis ſenſe, and that of hearing, 

firſt entred jive the world, and by the ſame taketh occafſivht 

diſperſe her yewome,and bring/men daily toideftraRtion;” | 


Verſ. 26, Ponder thepath of thy feet, ur” 4s al phy _ ; 
ordered aright, ' We , age 


hy is the. farpiliar cuſtomeof the Seripture to call the 4 
of mens, lives. bythe name-of their waies; or the park 
their feet, as Pſalm. 119. Thy ward is 4 lampe to ty feet, als 
Plal11gaos, Light to my pathes : And, 1 thought on my waies, and tarnelw 
K 59, Jeet to thy teſtimonies, And in « 46 {ſenſe we areto'conceiuedt 
\-.-.--; thernin thisplace,ſochat hee informechall men wharto' 
2pdhow.to walks in a, Chriſtian .conuerſation 3 whereitihe 
requircth both wariaefſe, .anfl Rriftnefſe;) and ts that endhe 
PCA Te 7 ig the path of owr feer; 'by weight 
our workegin a þallancegoaffineour ſelues that there be it 
thing too much,nor nothing too lirtle;and avfarre as is pol 
ble,to auoide all extremities-hath of exceſſe,pnd defe&,thi 
wee may keepe due meaſure in euery thing wee take in hand, 


4 4 
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erſe 27, Paovenns. Ir 


rhich muſt be done by the rule of certaine warrant, andnort 
y opinion, or conieCture, The latter clauſe is an explication 
df il:c former, when he ſaith,Let al thy waies be ordered aright, 


hauie an eye that not one of thy worksalone,or a few be done: 


n ſuch manner as is fit, but that eery of them berightly gui- 
icd by the preſcript of holy wiſdome,and Gods facred word. 
his ſaying is agreeable tothar of Saint Peter, eAs hee that 
bath called yon us holy, ſo be ye holy in al{manner of conuerſation: 
nd to that of Saint Paul, Whatſoener things are true, whatſo- 
wer things are hone#t, whatſoeuer things are pure, whatſoener 
hings are of good report, if there be any vertnue, if there bee any 


pr a/ſe,thicke of theſe things. 


Verſ. 27. Turne neither to the right hand, nor tothe left : 
but thy foot from enill. 


TE infiſteth ill in the ſame precept, exaRing preciſe and 
accurate proceeding in the good way of Gods com- 
mandemerts without diuerting to any by-parhes of finfull 
Juſts, of flcſhly reaſon,of carnall policy, of humane inuenti- 
ons, of all incitemens from the diuel], or men, or our owne 

orruptions, This phraſe ofdeclining to the right hand, orto 
the left is frequent in the E_y and forbiddenin many 


1.Pct 1.15, 


Phil. 4.8. 


places: as, ou ſhall obſerne to doe as the Lord your God com= ty, 4 


mandeth you, ang ſhalt not turne either to the right hand or to 


ſhallteach thee, thow ſhalt doe, thou ſhalt not decline fromthat 
ſentence either to the right hand, or to the left, Wee muſt not 
therefore walke only by meaſurc,bur by line, yea by a ſtraight 
line ; Gods truth is the Kings high way, which we are bound 
to keepe without declining to either fide, cither with a wic= 
kedpurpoſe, or good meaning, cither to take ypon vs ought 
that is not warranted,or to negleR any dury that is comman= 
ded: and ſo we ſhallrewove onr foot from exill, by ſpecdy re- 
forming ofthat wherein we are faulcy, and conſtantly refrai- 
ning fromthar which is volawfull. 


G | Chap, 


the left. And, gceording to the ſentence of the law which they Deuc.17.11, 
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Verſ. 7, CAMy ſonne, attend to my wiſedowe, «nd bow thin 
care ta my vnderffanding, 

Verſ. 2. That they maieſt regard diſcretion, and thy ly 
heepe knowledge 


& 5 the former chapter was for the moſt part 1 
Jes? confirmation of the third, ſo is this of rhe prits 
A cipall points of the ſecond, both in ſoliciting 
men to liſten vnto wifedame, and demonſtr- 

FF ting the need, and vſe thereof far the {hunning 

of ſubrill and pernitious harlots; and therefore accordingto 
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his wanted nanner, he firſt prefixcrh a briefe cxhortationgay | 
proeme, or preface before his diſcourſe, and then dilated 
more largely on the matter in hand, even that ſubieRt which 
he hath chicfly choſen to deale in. The farmer partis an & 


horration contained intheſe two verſes ; the former whered 7 
(inciting vs to attention) is almoſt word for word agreeabk 2} 
with the ſecond verſe of the ſecond chapter, anduhe ſecond 
verſe of the fourth; and the latter propoſeththe end andwie 
of this attention, which is fit in the minde, ſecondly inthe 
mouth.For the minde,he ſaich,thar chou mexelt regard diſete 
tion, the word fignifiech ſubrill,and wittie choughts,viz. Wb 
dome, and prudencic,which is gotten by s diligent and i&@h 
ous meditation of things to bee ſpaken, qr done; and forthi 
mou, 4x4 thy lips keeps hnomlodge And therefore the di 
of all is,ax ithe ſhould haye ſaid, Stixre vp,and apply thy wind 
and affections, and lendthe ourward ſenſes alſo of the body 
tothe end thou maicſingither conceiuceullin thy mind, 8 
willingly heare any euill,or vanity with thine cares, but hs 
thou mayelt haue the word of Godinthy mouth, and ihylip 


bee.fenced againſt the lipy of an bazlot, which alluee wi? 
leaudneſle, | 
| Verſy 


— 
- 
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| Verſ, 3. Although the lips of a ftrange woman drop as an 
onie combe,and her palate is ſmoother then oyle : 
Verſ. 4. Tet ber latter ond i bitter as Wormewood,as ſhape 
4 4 two edged ſword, 


4 Hou better to preſerue men from this fonle and dammable 
finne of adultery,hee doth firſt diſcouer and deſcribethe 
fallacies,and miſchicuouſneſle of the filthie harlot, ro the ſe. 
uenth verſe. 

Secondly, hee admoniſheth to beware how they haue any 
thing to doe with her, and ſo bring milcry on their owne 
heads,tothe 18. verſe, 

Thirdly,he preſcribech a remedieto prevent it, which is the 


 lawfull and honeſt yſe of marriage, and kindnefle to their 


owne yoke-fellowes. In theſe verſes, and ſome that follow, 
the whoriſh woman is very lively painted forth in her co< 
lours, to the end ſhe may bee, not onely the better knowne, 
butthe more derefted ; ſhe is called, a frarge woman,becauſe 
ſhe cſtrangeth her ſelie from God, from her owne husþand, 
from chaſtity, and all goodneſſe;and for whar other cauſe, ſee 

FA 6, Her words are very alluring, and full of en- 
ticements; the miſery which ſhee draweth men into, is won- 
derfull loarhſome,and painefull, according as the fimilitudes 


| docexpreſle. Albeic the naughty womans words are pleaſant 


to ficſh and blood, in as much as they tickle the ſenſes with 
promiſe ofioyes and delights, ſo that they may bee compa- 
redto the honey combe,which is moſt ſweet to the taſte: and 
though her ſpeeches arc moſt plauſible and ſmooth, ſo that 
they may be reſembled to oyle whicb hurts not the tendereſt 
skinne, bu racher ſupplerh ir, yet for allthis her efteQs are 
moſt grieuousto bee borne; ſo that they may bee likened to 
wormewood,which exceeds in bitrernes,and the cuils which 
ſhe brings mento are deadly, ſo that they may bee iuſtly cal- 
led # two ealged fword:: for kowfocuer at the beginning ſhee 
bringeth ſolace and comforr, and tellerh rhar her louet may 
be ſecure from ſeare of danger, yetin the eniuoweieets 
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34 ProvaRBs. Chaz, 
him ſhame, beggery,hearts-gricfe, deftrution,and damnai. 
6n,as after ſhall more plainely appeare. 


Verſ.5, Her feet goe downe to death : her ſteps take bolln 


hell. | 


A*® her lips or her ſpeeches were guilefull,and peſtilent, 
promiſing ſ.veer pleaſure,and bringing birter torment, 
ſo are her feet, (that is,her goings, and by them is meant her 
actions and the reſt of her carriage ) mott noyſome and hun 
full,and goe downe to death,leade to defiruction, both tem» 
porall and etcrnall : aud her ſteps take hold on hell, carricher 
{elfe and thoſe that follow her headlong into perdition; asit 
hee ſhould haue ſaid, both ſhee and her aſſociates are at hels 
brinke, and are ready ynzecouerably to bee plunged therein: 
ſce chap.2.yerl.18, 


Verſ.6, Left thou ſhoulde/? ponder the path of life her w4jes | 


are moueable that thou canſt zot know them, + 


HE: agorauateththe perill of her misbehaujour by her ant 
and cunning, in cloaking her praCtiſes: and it ſeemethto | 
proceed from a ſecond Prolepſis, or obieion which might 
be made by ſuch as ſecke liberty to conuerſe with her, 

lf ſhe proue ſo dangerous and wicked, I ſhall quickly find 
her our,and deſcry her life,and crafty ſeducements, and then 
_ know what I haueto doe, to caſt her off, and forſake 

er. 

Her waies are ſo variable, and her diſpofitiun ſo mutable, 
and ſheſo cunning to transforme her ſelfe into all formes and 
faſhions,as if thou ſhouldeſt goe about to weigh her aftions 
of life in a ballance,thou ſhouldeſt loſe thy labour, thou wilt 
be ouerthrowne by her peſtilent inchantments, before thou 
canſtlooke into her villanous defignes, and wicked courſes, 
He reſemblethher either ro fugitive malefaors; whichrun 
vp and downe, hither and thither —_— and ſeeke dis 


UCcrs placesto lurke in,ſo that they night not _ - 


P's ie 06-07 BP: PB 


Ns 1/6 9.8.9. Paovanns. | 8 


nded: or ynto foxes, and badgers, or ſuch like wild beaſts, 
hich haue many haunts, and many holes, and therein many 
nuſes and turnings,by meanes wherofthey are hardly taken, 
Dfrhis her artificiall difſimulation Salomon ſpeaketh in ano» 


her quay a: 4 Such is the way of an adulterous woman ; ſhe Pron.30.20. 


pateth and wipet 
p 1qnity. 


Verſ. 7. New childrenhearken tome, and decline not from 
the words of my month, 

Verſ.8. Remone thy way farre fromber, and come not neere 
he doore of her houſe 


Ponthe deſcription of an harlot,hee inferreth a twofold 

admonition,one generall,and the other ſpecall: the 
merall is to imbrace his words, both with attention, and 
dience,that men ſhould hearken vnto them, and not turne a- 
way fromthem; and theſc hee oppoſeth as an antidote ynto 
her enticing allurements, Heere therefore is ſer downethe 
harlot onthe one fide,ahd Salomon, yea the Lord himſclfeon 
the other;ſhe ſoliciting ro hearkento her, and the Lord per- 
ſwading to hearken to him ; ſhee ſeducing and leading men 
to —_ neſſe, and heerightly informing them,and deteQting 
her leaudneſſe. The ſpeciall driftis to teach vs that we auoide 
this wretched harlot, whereby is forbidden nor onely all vn- 
lawfull, diſhoneftand ynſeemely company with her, gazing 
on her, talking with her, 8c. but all comming neere to her, 
and as much as we may, her very fight and preſence : for gun= 
powder is no more apt to take bo (ifit come neere toit } 
then our corrupt nagure to bee prouoked to thisfinne and 
therefore alſo hee wonld not hauc vs to come to her houſe, or 
the place where ſhee is, yea to the yery dootes of her houſe, 
becauſe this diſcaſe is ſo dangerous, that the place ie ſelfe is 


full ofperill, 


her month, and ſaith, I bane nct committed 


reeres #6 the ernell ©»: EY | | 
. ; G 3 Verſ.10, 
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Verſ.10. Left firangers be filed with thy wealth ond thyly, 
beur: be in the bonſe of @ ſiranger, THE, 54 


Ere follow the reaſons taken from the diſcommoditiy 
Hatomng,nod flowing from this finne: 

Outward and bodily,verl.g,10. 
whereof ſome are 

Inward,& belong to the mind, v.11.&, 

Ofthe outward,the firſt is the forfeiture of a mans honou 

anddignity,which the perſon that defileth himſelfe withys- 
cleanneſſe,doth as it were take from himſelfe, and give to. 
thers,not te enioy ( for one cannot duly be honoured by ans- 
thers ignominie) but to deface and ſpoile him of it. Hedoth 
then thereby expoſe himſelfe,and his eftimation to obl, 
and contempt, that euery one which heareth of his 
faQs,ſhould haue him in derifion, and deſpiſe him. Thelarter 
clauſe of this ſentence doth induceys to thinke that this 


the ſenſe of the former; when hee ſaith, and thy yeeres toth | 


erxell, where gine, is referred indifferemtly to both,and itis© 


uident to al,thata mi may take away life from his neighbour, 


but make no benefic of it to himſelfe, neuer any can po 


live by another mans death : eherefore theſe words doe de- . 


clarethe fecond diſcommodiry of whoredome, the endangt- 
ring of his life,and yeeres that are behinde, #0 the crwell, vit, 
to any that ſhall fiercely purſue him: her husband, or ohet 
friendsthat are diſhonoured byir, her other louers; her cot- 
rivals inflamed with enuie and ſpite; her ſelfe, who ſones 
times poyſoneth thoſe which ſhe hath had ro doe withall, chat 
ſhe might the more freely proftiture and giue ouer her (ele 
wholly to others whom ſhe better likes : or the hand of the 
Magiſtrate, whoſe office it is te cur off adulterers, who Ritted 
rp by Gods judgement, may proue very ſharpe in purſui 

of him,and withas great ſeuerity as if he were cruell, though 
properly for that heis not to be ſo called, but iultand Ae 
ous. The thirdis the loſſe of his goods, which in the Hebre 

text is called tirength,and labour, ſe thereby he had ob- 
rained them; by which tcarmes hee doth vpbraid yr 


I XIE) 
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betiſhnes and folly, which would ſo wretchlefly, and finfully 
art with that whereupon hee beſtowed his firength, and 
which hee compaſſed not withour paines anderauell, 
id chis is yer further exaggerated by the perſons vypon 
hom it is conferred, viz. frangers,and forrainers, not onely 
not of his owne blood, or alliance, to whom hee is bound in 
ſpeciall manner,by rhe law of good nature, but alſo nor of his 
zends,co: whom he oweth the ſecond dutie of kindnefſe, As 
ifhe ſhould bave'{aid: Thou ſhake notonly conſume and waſ 
that patrimony which hath been deſcended vpon thee,or been 
bequearhed to thee, that neither wife,child, brother, or friend, 
or thoſe that are neereft ynto thee, ſhall be the better for it, 
nor thy ſelfe have the fruition of it, but ſhall feede,yea inrich 
trumpets, bawds,raffians,and ill companions with that which 
thou baft gor by the toyle and labour of thine hands, and ear- 
ned dearely with the "inven ofthy browes, 


Verſe 11. And thowmenrue at the laft, when thy fleſh and thy Nahamta. 
body are conſumed. 


A JOw wee cometothe inward diſcommoditie,the griefe 
and vexation of the heart, which this CLINE 
produceth : whichisargued partly by the cauſe,and —_ by 
 theeffeRs : the cauſe is,che waſting of his fleſh and body, whi 
yncleane perſons (if they eſcape death) doe fall into: for be- 
fides that, ordinarily they ſpend their firength, with their 
goods,and good names,and the hazard of their liues,and be- 
come weake and feeble : how many filthy and loathſome dif- 
eaſes doe they fall into that giue themſelues vnto this finne : 
ſome ſo farre, that in the end theiryery bowels fall our, and 
there isgreae force in this argument : for albeit this miſchiefe 
befall not all adulterers, yer not one can ſecure himſelfe as 
free fromthe perill of ix. The effes gina are two: 
firftcheir crying, in this verſe: ſecondly, complaining, 
inthe three next, Their mourning and crying for the birter- 
nes of it is reſerubled to the roring of a li ſo much rhe 
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Verſe 12.13.&c. And ſuy, How loyg hare: bated infirs. 
(tion, and my heart deſpiſed correftion ? 4hd bane not! ebeyed 
the voyce of my teacbers nor inclined mine eare to them that in« 
firulted me? | FW 


He complaint of the whoremonget is heere: ſpecified; 
he hem he bewaileth the hainouſnes ofhis-ſinne;and the 
gricuouſnes of the puniſhment; yer it js Hot the wiſe mans in 
tentto giue ynto whoremongers any promiſe, or note of true 
repentance, by theſe ſayings: for hee deglareth, what miſerie 
ſhould bring them vnto 1t,and extort it from them; and noe 
what grace it ſhould worke: far many are driuen to makerkis 
confeſſhon which neuer repent of their finnes,noreOme to-ſak 
vation. The holy Ghoſt therefore bringeth their owne teſtis 
monie, witneſſing how they are plagued, and: not how they 
are conuerted :the ſinne which he acknowledgeth is not the 
dire a of adulterie,or fornication, but that whichwent be- 
fore,and made a way for the ſame,which was contemptofind 
ſtruttion,and reproofe; which he aggrauateth by the manner, 
that it wes with hatred thereof andthe hatred from the rbob, 
eucn from his heart,and therefore vehement and deadly tand 
the efteQt that followed vpon it,that he was difobedientynto 
thoſe which were ſet ouer him, and had authoritie to teach 
bim. le is asif he ſhould have faid : How long haue Thated ins 
fruction and 'correQtion? Whats beaſt 'was 1, and voide'of 
common ſenſe ſo to deteſt that information and diſcipline; 
which. would haue done me fo much good,and reieRedall 
that wholeſome aduice and counſcll, which. they that were: 
wiſe, and knew what was beſt for me,which were alſomy! 
friends,and ſhewedtheir faithfulnes,did minitier varo-me?>- 
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Verſe 14, { am almeſt in all enill,in the wit of theconpres' 
gation and aſſemblic. # ED dn + » nm on gue 
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Yerſe 15» Provitss. Ls 
'andinranner ofir; Pprthe former, ieivef it go extend ves 
ry general; he ſaith-thathois whoſe aNowrll, thete is earce 
any miſcrie whichMe ib free-form; hee e8tered with ſhame, 
hee is pinched with want, heeiSrormented with paine, hee is 

laguedih his name, in his poods,in his itt his ſoule, in 
þimſelfe, andcheſe that belong yneo him +forthelarrer;ie is 
conſpicupus}and noteriouss Gaith, that hE is inthiscaſe as 
the midit of the eougragation and affemblic, either forthar his 
fadt;and misbehauigqur arecen 9 the Magiftrir© to his 
often rebuke, and infamie in the publike aſſembly; vt beeauſe 
his plagues were vniuerſally knowne to the multicude,and all 
men vnderſtood whar filchinefſthe had committedjandwhar 
calamities he now ſuſtained. Bythe CIS ard aft &> 
the fame manner\/o#. deforiberh .ohe ww te'ronditior of 
the wicked,they are deftroged;und avirweregionntth pedces 


in the gate. id” oe Got 
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deeply : whereinchon muſtnote atothat honour, and'bodily 

welfare, and ——— the diſgrace, 

diſcaſts, and vexationofminde, eq beeynderfiood'ss w 

as maintenance for thi jithowgh rhardnely, and;none-of 

thembeexpreſſed:Driviematerront of thine vwie rifterner. 
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and cifternes of water weteivety precious; and efieemed: for 
poſſcioosof great worth, as ippeartibbyuhe eftimarion 4- 
brabamand;teack hid them inzand fohwelrmay becolles 


W. 
| 
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then greater then oar father lacob that gave ve this well;aul 
5a thereof binſelfe, and bis children, and his cattelll Far 
water was the ordinary and common drinke(though they had 
alſo wine) and ſweeter and better then ours is : ſs then thi 
being a principall commodicie is put here for all ochers, And 
whereas he doth ſay drivke, itis a precept, andan —— 
ment mixed cogerher ; 8s if-be ſhould have ſaid; Keep thy 
honeft,and beware of thavbeaftly woman, chat forhou maift 
xetainethine owne pofleſſions, and cnioy the comfortable rh 
and benefit of them. | 


Verſe 16. Let thy fonntaimes be difjerſed abroad, and rinm 

of waters inthe ftreetes..  - 
17. Let them bo.ovely thine, and not a ſtranger: with thee. 
18. Lec thy fowntaine be bleſſed, cc. 


I Et thy fontaine,&c.Looke ſo to thine owne eſtate as that 

104 mailt be able ro communicate to others, and bee not 
niggardly,but liberallco diſtribute cothoſe which bein wit: 
and the riners of thy waters in the ftreetes, viz, Let thoſe good 
things wherewith the Lord hath endewed thee, be made pro- 
fable for the comfort of many,and cuen for the publike be- 
nefic of the place where thou dwelleſt. So that where the fin- 
full adylrerer had not enough left to maintaine himſelfe, a 

00d man that in conſcience; and feare of God flieth from 
ghat ſinne,ſhall have wherewith hee ſhall bee able to relieve 
many others. Lee chem be thine owne He meaneth nor bur that 
ethers ſhould haue the yſe of them, as need requireth, accor- 
ding tothe former verſe, but chat they ſhould rightly po- 
ſeſſod, and nor riotouſly ſpent. And not the ftrangers with thee, 
Vz. —_—_— thy follie and diforder, thou ſhoub 
delt heftow them vpon thy luſt; and make vile companions 
cither,owners of all,or toſharc equally with thee,andto have 
as much to doe with them as thy ſclfe. Lo Bopotice Bf 

Let thy fewetaine be bleſod. Bee vertuous in keeping thy 
veſſel we he/inas and boner auoiding the iftof concupiſcencer 
be ancrcful) in minifiring 60 them thas be in; pee : MN 
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bee prouident 'not to ſpend-thy poods ypon vnworthy per. 
IN fountaine,thiy ma poficffiotts ſhall bor 
ſed, God by his providence, and goodnefſe ſhall proſper 
them, GF2Y | 

eAndreiozce With the wife of thy youth, Hicherto hee hath 
prohibiced adukery,and giuetmen warning to beware ofit ; 
and now hee preſcribetha remedie, which whoſoever ſhall 
yſe, ſhall vndoubredly be delivered from the perill of ir : and 
that is,the loue and kinde vfage of out owne yoke-fellow : 
which loucis here intimated by the effeRof it ; reiojee, viz. 
with the wife of thy youth,take pleaſure and delight inher; 
live cheerefully with her whom the Lord hath firſt matched 
withthee,as moſt naturally louing, and to bee beloved. And 
ſo ought men alſoto deale with their ſecond Wines, and ſuch 
as are macrones, and aticient.,;ZBarbſhebab deſerued to bee as . 
much beloued of Dawid, as Micho!, and no doubt ſhee w 


a great ioy and comfort to him, 


Verſe 19. Lether be esthe lowing Hinder and pleaſant Ree: 
let her breaft: ſatisfie thee at all rimes: andertt thow in her lowe 


continually, = 


Nd this is illuſtrated by two compariſons, one of the 

Hert, and the other ofthe Roe-bucke ; both which doe 
exceedingly loue, andin their loue follow after their mates 
the Hinde, and the Roe, Let her breaſts ſatisfie thee t al 
times, The means to nouriſh and preſerue this loue is,to con- 
tinue a conftanc liking of, and conrentmenc yore] by yr 
that as it was pleafag to thee when thou' diddeft firft ſer 
thine heart vpon her,and make choice of her; ſo no ipfirmi-. 
ties ſhould cauſe thy mindto be alictiared away fromher;and 
dote ypon ethers. Lee ber breaſts, tc. her preſence,andper-, 
ſonage, and the 'vſe of her body ſarisfierbee, as well delight 
thine eyes, and otherwiſe ſuffice, as the milke of che mothers 
ſed doth NE | _ of the infant, haut <ul 
not onel yin che flower ,and freſhneſſe of begurie, bur 
aftervects when lorneibant natyrall beaucic mr] 

| - | | cayed, 


92 PrxovEerss. Chaps, 
caycd,cuenduring the whole: ſeaſon you ſhall livetogether, 
Anderre than in her lone, ſpare notto bee inamored with her, 
and rather haue too high an opinjon of her, then roo meane; 
thinke her for thee, andin thine eyethe beautifull of alls. 
thers ; walke with her,talke with ber 5 be moſt kinde andlo. 
uing vnto her, andler her bee moſtacceptable and pleafing 


vnto thee. 


F 


 Vetſ. 20. For why wil thou w17 ſon,ber axiſht with 4 range 


woman,or imbrace the boſame of a ſiranger? 


Here followeththe conclufionofthis whole matter ypon 
A thepremites inferred «1! 1:1 21 = 
_ T1, Hee ſheweth that there remaineth no caufe #t 
- |. all why a man ſhould giuc himſelfe ro whore- 
pp dome, and. deale perfidiouſly with his wife; 
wherein 4 | verſe 20, | 
2, He ſheweth the dangerous eſtate of them that 
|. breake, wedlocke to commit whoredome. verl, 
LI Ta AIo AJ. mel 13 41008 


The former he propoundeth by way of queſtion; deman- 
ding why,as ifhe having gathered his arguments together, he 
ſhould hauethus ſaid : Wherefore my | on ſeeing whore- 


dome hath ſo manytand ſo Brea diſcommodities anddiſcom» 


forts following on the one {ide,, and a good wife brings ſs 
many,and ſo great comforts onthe other; what cauſe of rea» 
ſon is chere, why leauing or forſakingthy wife, thou ſhoul- 
deſt giue thy ſelfe vnto an harlot, and commit wickedneſſe 
with her? (for vnder honeſt words of imbracing her be« 
ſome, he ynderſtands the filthy aR of adultery :foraſmuch as 
he that is fo impudent and audatiqus todocthe.one, willinot 
be aſhamed,or afraid to praQtiſethe other,). If there were no 
 comfortto be found inthe company of a lawfull wife, yet the 
diſcommoditics that follow ypon a whore ſhould diffwade 
eonkiy ooh v Reja page no miſchicfe from a whore, yet 
ne loldce which a lawſull yoke-fellow well :y would 
cue theepeferreba beortuharows 1. af 


Verſe 21, 
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Verſ.21, For the waies of man are before the eyes of the 
Lerd,and he pondreth allhis goings, 


He latter part of this concluſion touching the dangerous 

'Þ vos of adukterers, hee declareth by generall reaſons, 
which are commonto other finnes with this, The firft is from 
the cleere fight of Gods eyes, which is ſuch, as all the waies 
of all men are ſeene of them, and ſocleercly, diltin&ly, and 
perticularly, asif they lay, or were purpolely ſet one by one 
ouer againlt his eyes, ſo that he need not to turne backe,or (o 
much as to turne aſide to looke vpon them. This argument 
is encreaſed by his curious noting and obſeruing all our 
athes, which is enlightenedby a metaphor of we;ghing chem, 
as the Gold-ſmith doth his gold and filucrin a paire of bal- 


lances. 


Verſ. 22. His owne iniquitie ſhall take the wicked himelfe ; 
an he ſhall he holden with the cords of his ſinnes, _ 
Verſ. 22, He ſhalldiewithout inftrutt;on,and for that inthe 


greatneſſe of his follie he goeth aitray. 


== ſecond argument whereby this danger is manifeſted, 
istaken from the efte& of wicked mens finne, and by 
way of gradation, H7s owne wickednefſe(taith he) ſhall take the 
wicied himſelfe, howſocuer for a time theadulterer, or any 0- 
ther yngodly man may goe abroad freely, and bee out of all 
trouble,yer at the laſt his fin, and Gods iudgement for them, 
like a _——_ Conftable,or other officer ſhall apprehend 


him : for his conſcience ſhall checke him, and ſumman hin 
before the tribunall ſeate of God, beſides the externall cur- 
ks and plagues thar ſhall ſeaze ypon him, and hee ſhall bee held 
with the cords of his ſinne, his guiltineſſe and puniſhments, the 
terrours of his hart with plagues and miſeries ſhall,as Taylors, 
binde him with ſuch bonds or irons;as it-were,as that he ſhall 
not be able with wit,or wealch, or all the meanes hee can vie 
wee himleli and cape from Gods rengrance.Atthe lf, 
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death and deftruRion,as the Lords executioners ſhall takes. 
way his life from him, and corment him with the damnedfer 
euer. Now all this ſhall befall hina for wart of inftrution, be 
cauſc he refuſed tobceinftrufted, and goeth aftray in bu grey 
follre, turneth out ofthe good way ofholineſſe and ri 
nefſe,and wandreth in his carnall reaſon,and flefhly ſuf, 
according tothe peruerſenes of his obſtinate and wilfull han, 
which of all follies and madnefle is the greateſt, groſleft, and 
moſt palpable: no child is ſo fille, no idiore is fo (imple, no 
franticke perſon is ſodeuoide of vnderftanding, no beaftisfe 
brutiſh, as hee thar will reie& Gods wiſe counſell ro ſatishe 
himſclfcin his finfull defires, 


CHAPTER. VI. 


—_ 


——— — 


Lemma 


Verſ.r. Ay ſorne, if thou bee ſurety for thy friend, if the 
ba#t ſtricken hands with « ſtranger, 


Verſ. 2. Thou art ſnared with the words of thy month, then 


art taken with the words of thy month, 


{ He inftruRions contained inthis chapter areof 

I ewo ſorts, Some are caueats to beware of vi- 

| 187; ces:ſomepreceprstoimbrace the doAtine and 

We $; rules of wiſedome, which dire to the exerciſe 

Fi of vertue,in the 20.21.22, verſes, Three kin® 

of vices are forbidden:one which carrieth a ſhew of duty,and 
amongſt vnwiſe men isvery plauſible, and thax is raſh ſureti- 
ſhip,in the five firſt verſes: thenexr is a negleR of duty, and 
Randerhin omiffionof thac which ought to bee performed, 
and that is{lorhfulnefſe,in the ſix next : rhe third is that which 
is contrary to durie, andis the praftiſe of that whichis ſunfull 
and euill, and this hee diftribucerb inco- many: perticulans, 
whereof divers hetaxerh rogerher,and more briefly condem- 
acth, in che16. 17, 18, and 1g, verſes : and one hee/purſueth 
morclargely witha fer diſcourſe and proſecution, _— 


Pr EANRSES > i | 


EaaWTTLSP nr” &aTHOSAT 2, 


: Verſe 3-4+-5* Provnns. 95 


is the finne of whoredome inthe twelnelaft verſes, 
1, Deſcribeththe perill.yerſ.y.2. 
Ofthis raſh ſuretiſhip, he <| 2. Preſcribeth the remedies for 
. ir.verſ. 3.4.5. 

To ſhew the danger,he thus ſpeaketh in effeQ: My ſonne 
if it ſo fall out with thee, (as ſomtimes ix doth with vnadviſed 
men) that thou become apledge or ſurety for thy neighbour ; 
or haſt giuenthy hand, bill, or bond for a ſtranger, ro whom 
thou doeſt owe no ſuch ſpeciall duty,do not eſteeme it a light 
matter ; but know thatthou art intangled in a ſnare, like to a 
bicdin a net,or aDeere in atoyle; andthax which is an heauie 
caſe, thou art inſnared with the words of thy month, Por a man 
hauing giuen his word to another, and ſo he for whom he yn- 
dertakes make default of performance, and himfelfe not well 
able to diſcharge it, is become a ſervant, or captine (fo farre 
asthe ſunumeexrenderh) ro him to whom hee hath pigen his 
word,or bend, hee is fallen into rhe creditors hand, who may 
take the forfeiture, and ſo overthrow his flate and familie, or 
he may arreſt him,and keepe him in priſon,or chaſe from place 
toplace,that he ſhall be able neicher ro manage bis calſing,or 


with comfort, faſery, and liberty ro enioy rhe ſociety of his 
neighbours, 


Verl. 3. Deethis now my fonne,and deliner thy ſelfe, when 
thou art come inte the hand of thy friend, goe humble thy ſclfe, 
and ſolicite thy friend, 

5 WM Gwe not fleepe ts thine eyes, nov (Iumber to thine 
eze lias. 

Vetſ, 5. Delwer thy felfe,ar the Roe fromthe hand of the 
bunter, aud a bird from the hand of the fowter, 


He temedieto bee vicd in fuch a difireſſed eftare is beere 
prapaled, which'coaſifterh in ſubriffive- humiharion, 

and importunate ſupplication, He perfwadeth 2 man overta- 
ken this way, and in hazardto be ouerthrowne,to hearken to 
kis caunſcll, ſaying, Dos this now my ſon, deliver thy ſelfe, for 
4s 
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a much 4 thou art come int2 thy neighbors hand, left theſnay 
intgap thee, or be hurtfull ro thee or thine, in as much agthoy 
art fallen into the power of the creditor, doe thine endeauoyt 
to bedcliuered out ofit,vicall gopd meanes for thine indem, 
nirie, in moſt humble manner, 8c be importunate,and almof 
impudent in preſſing thy friends or neighbours : as the credi 
tor,that he would deale fauourablicinthetime,or in the 

or in other caſes, as there is occaſion: the debtor for whon 
thou art bound, that hee would finde meanes by himſelfe, « 
his friends to make payment; and friends that they may 
thee with counſell,or their fauour, or their purſe, if needre- 
quire,and they be able. Now if any thinke this a baſethingy 
humble himſclfe, it may bee to his equals, yea peraduenrure 
to his inferiours, Salsmon telleth him that hee muſt confidet 
that hee is now falleninto his hands, and thereby is become 
captiue,and as it were a ſeruant; and therfore as the caſe now 
ſtands mult make no difficulty to ſeeke, and ſye, and topray, 
and entreate,as an humble ſupplianr, 

In this he requireth celerity, and preſent proceeding :d& 
lajes are dangerous, and therefore in ſuch a buſineſſe byall 
poſſible meanes to be augided ; wherefore, ſfaithhee, Gize # 
ſleepe to thine eyes, nor ſlumber to thine eye lids, goe in hand 
with it this preſent day, and deferre it not ſo long as the next 
morrow,before thou goeſt to bed,or takeſt any reft, withall 
"—_ and diligence ſeckethy ſecurity, and obtaine thy free» 

H | 


me. 

Finally,as he admoniſheth thatthis be done ſpeedily, and 
without delay, ſo doth he aduiſe to doe it carefully,and wirk» 
out remiſneſle, and that by the example of brutiſhcreatures. 
As therefore the Doe, and other beaſts, labour by all mcanes 
to eſcapethe purſuit which is made after them;or as the foules 


ftrivero bet out of the net wherein they are intangled ; ſo 


(faith he ) endeauour thou with might and maine, to come 


out of theſe cumberſome bonds of ſuretiſhip. 


Verl. 6, 


Foſs. Proveras. 7 


Verſ\.6, Goe tothe Ant,O finggard,confuler her waies, and 
bewiſe. | 


Ecauſe vnaduiſed ſuretiſhip is more eaſily ſeene, and con- 
B feſſed ro be the cauſe of diuersmens calamities, the idlc- 
nefſe is, and men bee morereadyto hearkento admonition, 
andtobe warned ofir ; hee therefore dealt mildher in the rc 
proofe of that finne;then of! one. : for hee ſcrrcth 
roughly vpon the fluggard, hee not /ozne him, or child 
_ Ago rather checketh and Fox rn him, and that in 
ſharpe manner. This vice he diſgraceth,and condemneth by 
three arguments : firf, by the abſurditic of it, and of their be« 
hauiour which giue themſclues ynto it,in the 6, and 7.yerſes: 
ſecondly, byhe' duration, and continuance of it, for that ic 
holderhthem in bondage which once fall into, in the 9. and 
10, verſes: thirdly, by the euill cuent chac will follow vpon itz 
namely,penurie and want,in che elcuenth verſe. To ſhewthe 
abturdiry of it- he bringeth the example of 2 bruciſh creature, 
of a weake, ſmall;and contemned creature,to condemne their 
wretchleſneſſe which giue ouer themſclues to licherneſle; for 
itis aſhame for men endued with reaſon, not toprouideſo 
well for themſtlues as the fillie creatures which are voideof 
reaſon; buthe dorhnor only ſend the ſluggard ro marketheir 
examples, bur purs him to Chooleto them, and makes them 
his maſter, thatthey ſhould teach him,and hee ſhould learne 
more wiſedome and vnderftanding. Goe tothe Ant, ſaith hee, / 
8s if hee ſhould haue faid, There are many things that might 
perſwade thee to labour,as Gods commandement, and ordi- 
nance ; his promiſe to them that obey it; his puniſhments on 
them that are diſobedient; their owne neceſſity for the ſup- 
port of their eſtate; the example of painefull and induſtrious 
meu: butT will vrge none of theſe, bur that which may make . 
thee aſhamed, y example of the feeble Ant; conſider ber waies, 
obſcrue her induftric and dil;gence; and be wiſe, let ber ſedu- 
liry prouoke thee, ſhakeoff thy fluggiſhneſſe, and henceforth 
be paintull and prouidenc: for __ greater poiat of —_ 
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is there, then by obeying Gods precepts both to provide 
our ſelues, and be partakers of his pgraciousprotniſe: or 
greater folly, then to denie to God our owne endeuourſy 


our owne good? 


Verſe 7.8. which haning no guide, ower ſeer, or ruler, pros 
deth her meate in the ſummer, and gathereth her foode in bg. 
wet, | 
E Big things hee commendeth in the ant, or emmet; the 

one, her readineſſe,that ſhe worketh voluntarily withon 
compulſion: the other, herprouidence (if wee may focal) 
that ſhe rrauelleth ſeaſonably, and whilſt time. ſerueth, ky 
ſaid that ſhe hath neither guide,onerſeer,or ruler, ſhe hath ge- 
ther captaine,or leader to ſhew her the way; nor taskemaſie, 
or other like officerto appoint to her her taske, andcall ypar 
her for the doing of ir : nor king, or ruler topuniſh her 
gence,or want of forecaſt,nor toreward her for her diligence, 
And in this reſpe&,another kinde of creature is praiſed unhe 
30.chapter, The locufts hane no king, yet go they foorth allif 
them by bands, ſhewing cheirprudence : he ſaith, ſhe labow- 
reth, bearing, and drawing foode,and matter for herl 
With ſuch trauell and paine,as is almoſt incredible: that 
one cannot doe alone, two or more comnbiniog[themlſele 
rogether will effe&t : #x ſummer air, when the ayre is ware, 
and the way drie & {moorh, ad m the baraeſt, when grains 
of corne lic here.and there, ſcattered abroad, which in wintt 
are not to be had andthis rothe endſhe mayprovide,andhy 
vp againlt the time of neede, The application hereof is;00P- 
cealed by Salomon, but to bee fearched cutby the reader,and 
declared by the interpreter; and it conflterh-pirtly of ac- 
prehenfion,and partly of an intiruQtion, Inthe reprebention 
the ſluggard is taxed, and obbraided, both with regardleſye 
of his owne pood,andthe contempt of the preſidents of dill 
gence, which are propoſed vnto him, and: thoſe.gauernos 
which are ſer ouer him: as if hee ſhould haue ſaid; Of hov 
much blame art thou.worthiewhich taft ſo many — 
co0 
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ondu®t thee in the way: ſo many to call ypon thee, and vrge 
hee co thy dutic ; ſo manycommanders, and rulers in the fa- 
;lie,inche Church,and in the Common. wealth, both to in- 
ourage thee inthy diligence, and to cenſure, and puniſh the 
ontrarie, and yet notwithſtanding thou paſſe thy time in 
ſloth, and negleArhe opportunitie, and Jay vp nething for 
the time of ncede? In the inſtruftion euery man is raught ro 


vic che benefit ofthe ſammer,and harweſt of youth, and health, 


and opportunitieto lay vp, and prouide againſt the time of 
age, ficknes,andother impediments,or necetlities, 


Verſe 9.10. How-long wilt thow ſleepe; O ſluggard ? when 


wilt thow ariſe ont of thy ſleepe ? yet a little ſleepe,a little ſlum- 
ber,a little folding of the hands toſleepe. 


He continuance of his ſlotbfulnes, or ſleepines (for all is 

one, or at lealt they are indiuiduall companions,the one 
begerting the other : for idleneſle fillech the body full of hu- 
mours, and abundance of humours cauſeth much ſleepe) hee 
obiceth by way ofexpoſtulation: Zſow long wilt thow ſleepe ? 
Conſider how much-time thou baſt loſt ; for hee thatfleepeth 
moderatly, yet commonly, fpendeth the third part of his. life 
therein : whereunto if. thow.addeall the ret ot thy time thae 
thou baſt idlely, and-vnprofitably,ſpent, thou ſhalt. cafily ſee 
what little cauſe thou haſt ro- beſtow any more in that f] 
giſh manner; andtherefore why wilt thounotbreake off and 
make an end? This rebuke is very emphaticall,as ifthe Lord 
himſelfe were by a mans bed fide to call himto reckoning for 


m——_— of his time, and to rowſe him out of his drowtfie 
epe, 


Verſe 10, A little ſleepe, a little ſinmber, a little folding of | 
the bandrao flew tn a 
at 


HE" hee painteth out the luggardin lively colours, and 

to.cxpoſc.him to ſcorne, bringerh him cx his 

owaelothin his owne words, horns haue ( _ . 
| z 
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Poepe, a I the {amber ;zlet me yet 2 little fold my dos ; 
armes-ro{\erher, as they are wont to doe that purpoſdyſt 
themlelucsto licepe, i 


Vetrl.1 1. So ſhall thy poxertie cone 4s on one that tr awdlleih; 
and thy neceſſitic 4s an armed man. | : i646 


' Aftly,he declareththe effeR and iſſue of this, and that# 
| nes which is allegorically threatned to come with 
ſpeede and violence, the fluggard reſembled vato a flothfull 
wayfairing man,that maketh no ſpeede to goe withcon 
or to-travell at due houres, 'and pouertie to the cheoldtla 
commerh vpon him to take: his-purſe + neceffitie ſhall rhe 
fore overtake him ſuddenly,as a ſwift traueller doth himthit 
walketh ſlowly,dreaming therefore that hee hath wealth, and 

oods for many yeeres,hee isHallen into debt; and pr_ 
b a begger cuen before ke thought his eſtate had been'ded 
_ ning; and as neccſfitie makes halte, andis felt before it is for 
ſcene,ſo it maketh as ſtrangean aſlaulr, ic is better weapont 
then the fluggard, and ſo roo hard for him, it will perforer 
haue that which it. commerth for, and bereaue him of his ſub- 
Rance,and cannot bee refiſted;'Wee ſee this yerified in many; 
whom neither great patrimonie left ynto them;nor witz't6r 
ftrengrh,nor ftiends,nor entailes,nor any other meanescould 
preſcrue from ruine, and vttervndoingy-idlenes made them 
ynthriftie, and riotous,and vnthciftinefle and riot conſumed 
alt their ample poſſeſſions. LT 7:5 BG 


,Verſe 12. 4 wanghtie perſon,a withed aan walkerh'withi 


froward month. 


94881 
13. He winketh with bis ezes hee freaketh with bis feete;htt 
: teacheth with his fingers, . = ' ſpeake L F fl « if 


14. Frowardnes is in bis heart, be dexiſeth wiſch conti 
awaly,be ſowerb diſcord, me pope: 2mm 


| 2 413 330 d34oarte 228 216 
-J Auing reproued the vice thatſeemetha _- 
Hoegch ori Which of many is ſcarce acknowledgh 
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to be a vice, hee commeth tothe third fort,thoſe' miſdemea- 
pours which'are notoriouſly knowne, and cannot be denied 
to be gricuous offences: and firſt he deſcribeth the lewdnes of 
the perſon : and ſecondly, proueth the pernitiouſnes ofthe vi- 
ces: and thirdly,threatneth a plague and judgement to be ex- 
ecuted on him ar length for both, The perſon is notified both 
by his properties, and by his effeAs: by his properties, that he 
is naught, yngratious,and diſſolute,c mer of Belial ®,that will * Bel; gnol, 
beare no yoke of gouernment, cither of God, or tnan: one 
thatlives as though there were no Jaw,of no worth,®cha pro- b Hel; iagnal, 
fireth nothing, or © ſhall riſe to nothing,and is good for noe bel; iagna- 
thing,or a man of iniquitie, Thus is hee [tiled and intituled: /eh. 
forthe Hebrew compoſition will beare any of theſe ſignifica- 
ctions,or all ofthem. | 
Then follow the effeQs, that he is very infeQious, and apt 
to corrupt others? as firſt, by his words,he walketh with a fro- 
ward mouth, it is his guiſe and cuſtometo ſpeake prophane- ' 
ly, irreuerently of God and his ordinances : or that vſcthto 
lie,to ſweare,and forſweare, to flatter,toſlaunder,to backbite, 
or to carrie tales; the which abuſe of his ſpeech hee ſerteth 
foorth by comparing them to a mouth perverted, ordrawne 
' afide, 
Then ſecondly by his deedes, that hee doth notably abuſe 
the ſeuerall parts and members of his body ro doe miſchiefe, 
by ſeuerall geſtures,and perticular aQions : ſo that which he 
cannot,or dareth not perſwade by words,that he doth by his 
eyes,fecre;and fingers. | 
' And hereof he affigneththe cauſe tobethe wickednefſe of 
his heart,which he callech frowerdneſſe; which hee doth ag- 
grauate by vttering the ſame io the plurall number: for hee 
ſaith not, frowardneſſe,but frowardneſſes; noting thereby that 
his heart is filled and ſtuffed with ſuch matter,from whenec it 
is that it runneth ouer with ſuch words,geſtures,and aQions, 
as are before ſpoken of. And further to decipher him in his 
_— behauiour,he A_—_— the Prmy tan his praQti- 
es, be iwagineth miſchiefe : ſignifying tharthe COT. 
rupeion which is in him, being gn all —_— 
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ſerh,and confirmeth by dexiſing,and in his minde, & ry, =, 

2s it were, forging miſchicfe,no otherwiſe then a Smith, Put. 
rer,or other Areiicer doth his workes. Whereunto yet-ano, 
ther circumfiance is added to make his finne our of meaſure 
finfull,that he is vncefſanc in his divelliſh attempts. Wherey 
the Smith, and other workmen, worketh, forgerti,and frame: 
ſometimes, and ſometimes reſterh, this man is forging;and 
_—_— villanie perpetually, and that to the hurt of many:6. 
thers :for his whiſpering, flattering, lying, Rorming, backbis 
ting,&c.cauſeth comention,andraiſeth yp ſtrife,cucnamong 
friends. ho 


Verſe 15. Therefore ſhall his calamitic come ſuddenly. fud 
dei ſhall he be broken without remedie. 


Ere followeth the threatning ofthe plague and calami. 
Hi to ſuch a man, which is no lefſe then defiruCtionit 
ſelfe : whichis amplified by the manner of ir : firft, Heſbal be 
broken in peeces : he ſhall not hauea ſmall wound, but a dedds. 
ly —_ and viter yndoing in his eftate, name, body, and, 
ſoule : ſecondly, it ſhall be ſwddenly, vnexpeRted, not rus 
before euer he thought of » which couldth it to bee the mare- 
horrible and hideous : and thirdly,itſhall be without remedie, 
which nopolicie,nor power, no wealth, nor friend, nor othet 
meanes whatſocuer,ſhall be able to prevent, or remedie, The 
Prophet [/ajabdothin an elegant manner denounce the ſame, 
ſaying : T his iniquitie ſhall be unto you as abreach ready to fah, 
ſwelling ont in an high wall, whoſe breach commeth ſuddenly, at 
an initant : and he breake it,as the breaking of a porters veſſeh, 
that 1s broken in peeces, he ſhall not ſpare, 


Verſe 16. Theſe fixe things doth the Lord hate,yea (enen art 
an abomination to his yrag i 


| bd the premiſes we haue ſeenethe wicked perſon by ſundrie 
arguments deſcribed,and here weſhall findethe pernitiouſs 
nesof diuers vices cuicted, andin the fiſt place in a gy 
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nerall ſort, he reciteth the manner ofthem, ſixe,yea ſever,theſe 
certaine number for yncertaine: for the Lord Jerefterh many 
more then theſe, and as much alſois offended with them, but 
a few areputforall:andir ſcemeththattheſe are heere men=_ 
tioned.as companions of ſlochfulnes,and therefore are cenſu- 
red next after it, as being commonly attendant ypon it; and 
theſe he proueth to be odious, and men oughtgo loath them, 
and likewiſe very dangerous, and men ought to feare them, 
becauſe God hateth them : which hefirſt expreſſeth in plaine * 
words,and afterwards amplifieth by a corre ion,ſaying,they 
arc an «bomination to his ſonle, ſpeaking of God, asof a man” 
for our capacitie,and the more effeRuall affeGing of vs. God 
abhorcech nothing butthar which is cuill,and loathſome, and 
nothingis better which he abhorrech,neither canthere be a 

fafericin doing that which is ſo offcnliue to him: being dil- 
graced therefore by that one argument, they are manifefled 
to be ygleſome,and hideous; and as noyſome, and perilous, 
as if the vilenes thereof had been painted out by many others. 


Verſe 17. Aprond looke,a lying tongue,and hands that ſhed 
innocent blood : | 
18 Anheart that deniſeth Wicked imaginations : feete that 


| be ſwift in running to miſchiefe : 


19 Afalſe wineſſe that ſpeaketh lyes, and him that ſaweth 
diſcord among brethren, 1 


=> verſes containe a perticular enumeration of thoſe 
fixe things, and that ſenenth which the Lord hateth in 
ſuch deteſtation, The firſt is pride, which is ſer foorth by the 
hgne thereof,@ hawtie ove, for that chiefly ſhewerh ir ſelfe in 
the eyes. The ſecondis lying, and vntruth, which is declared 
by the inſtrument wherewith. ic is vrrered, the rongue, which 
alſo therefore. is made hatefullro God, Thethird is violence 
and crueltichowſpeuer practiſed; bin becauſethehand com- 
monly is the agent of ir, and is ſtained therewith, it.is ſpeci- 
fied, The fourth is the plotting, and deuifing of miſchicfe : 
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whereof becauſe the heart is the chiefe worker,and the fpriny 

alſo from whence it followeth, ir is ſubie& to Gods difple 

ſure,and deteſtable in his fight. The fifth is the delightin}' 
doing, andthe committing of it with greedinefſe, when men 
are preſſed and readie to any finfull ations ; which is arguet 
by the ſignes and effedts,that the feer are ſwift, doe make haf 
andrunnethereunto, The fixthis flandering, or giuing wrong 
information againſt any man by accuſation, or witneſſe. hey, 
xing,orany manner ofreporting, This maketh the efficien 

the partie guilty of it obnoxious ro Gods diſpleaſure. Thelah 
is to be a make- bate,to raiſe diſcord amongſt louing friends, 
and co {et themat variance, which before were at peace, and 
lived in concord, Hee therefore which doth fo, provoketh 
the Lord, and maketha greater diſcord betweene God und 
himſclfe,then poſſibly can be between neighbour and neigh. 


bour. 


Verſ.20. My ſonne, keepe thy fathers commandement joil 
fot ſake not the law of thy mother. 2 


Qg2? many vices having been reproued, hee now incertethi 
precept to furniſh the minde with knowled 


and wiſe 
dome,for the preuention of thoſe crimes,if weebe yer cleere 
fromthem,or to be cured of them, if we be fauky in ther, 8 
alſo to bee well fenced againſt that which hee is yer furthertd 
exag 


w_ that Jothſome and deteſtable finne of adulreris, 

which he hath ſo'often inueighed againſtalready : | 
3 An exhortation, verſ, 20. 21. | 

where note So 


And the reaſons of it, verſ, 24.24; . 
Proper ſpeech, ver.30, 

The exhortation is propoundedin a om a ah” 
| | Metaphor, verf. 21.” 

The former is,keepe thy farbers-inſlrattion ; for which, itt 
chap, 2,ycrl. 8, DIS 2000 EY 


” 
. 
. 4 3 


Verf,91; 
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Verſ. 21. Finde thews cntinatjo abr get 


about thy necks. 


Heſecondis binde Tt For which lee ha .3.yer.3, 

Bur heere is added continualh, which was not in the for- 
mer place;,coreach,tharthe hearror minde of man ſhould be 
alwaies exerciſed in the dodtrine of CON then when hee 
hath not opportunity to ſpeake ofir. —_ 
Verſe 22. hes thom goeft,it ſhall leade _ when 46a NY 
peft,it ſhall WE thee : 'whox (how org it > va: with 


thee, 


. 
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He reaſon followeth, and is PE from the FIR od 

' comfortable effets of Gods dodrine, dethiiered, pri- 
uately or publikely, in all the aRions and times of our life ; ; 
which he diſtcibuteth into three ſorts, walking, feqping, and 
aw aking : after ſlexpe againe,when Tout . when oo 


din'the waies and workes of © he [, all bs 


ay viz,, ſhee'ſhall: ade and dire wok qanderor not 


into anyeill wa _ Xt ni} ay bediſplea 'to God, 

our ſclues or'others.; See ph . Yerſ7 23. and 14, nr 2. 
When we ſhall lye downe 10 ſleepe, e foulthy vs, -mhpwy 
were a watchynto ys,that we fleepe ſectitely. Se yechap. 

It ſhalltalke with thee "whtn thee axle fe a. 
ar friend tovs, conferring with'vs in 'the 'night; in the'tnor-" 
ning,in the day time, of Ieſug Chriſt, ofrhe io of (ins, 
of the mercies of Goth, df the ptotriiſes of the wort, a id of a 


heauenly and fpirituall matters: 


Verſ.z5. Foy the rontivandement's & 
endreproofes Y w_—_ are thewa 


[12'V of: 
Hs y "ge i by of this d bich is 
the ex ne, W 
cn ug oO Arne, which 
(lanes 


Plal.r19.105. 
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Lempe,whereof there is great vic in the night; the ſecond 
light, whercofthereis fingular vſc. ingtbe. oy ; the ;birdgha 
1s a beaten way,whereof there is great vie for paſſengers, 1 
erauellers,which he amplifieth by an argument from hel 
co the greater: if the correRions and rebukes of it are( 

are then the milde direions and promiſes ? and from thee 
whither ic leadeth; namely, to life, viz, cternall blefſedne, 
So that whereas we andour waies are nothing elle but nigh 
and darkenefſe, and know not which way to moue handg 
foot, but to our deftrution, the doctrine of God is for th 
night, « c«»dle, and for the day, the Sunne, that wee mayles, 
and journeyin the ready high way of ſaluation, The Plalnil 
bath the very like ſaying, acknowledging to God thathi 
word vas a lampe to bu feet,anda light to bi pathes, 


Verſ. 24- To keepe thee from the exil women, fromthe 
tery of aftrange woman, 4s 


Þinallhe commendeth this dotrine of God, & theſe cop 


reions of inftruQtion,by the end & yſe of rhem; name, 
the preſervation & ſafe keeping of a man from the dangadF 
infeQion by an harlot,wherby he meaneth alſo fin of anyſan 
though be purpoſely name this rather rhenany orhet ; panh 
becauſe itis x7 2 = fruitof idlenefle, which hee hath eva 
now impugned in thischapter, and partly becauſetheyo 
man,whom he prafefſeth there to reach, is commonly gi 
addicted thereunto. See chap. 2, yerſ. 16, 


. Ver, VB, Luft not after ber be in thy beart, veitherls 
her take thee with her eye lids. my * l 


Ow hee commeth tothe dehortration whereby hee db 
Ned one wks wes SB ter 


1. Pto ſeth, yerf. 25. —_ | 
Which hee Þ: Enforeeth mjch figmations, yer 
tek .'to of chechapter;/ + - 


26s 


26. Pxovans. 167 
doe not in hiz heart luſt after, or ſufferhis lieart ro bee en- 
red by her beauty ; ad that for two reaſons, both becauſe 
nehac dſone is 2 degree of hey, as our Saviour hach Meth 5-28. 
jught,as z[(s for that if thiChearr(which commandeth all)be 
zercome, it willheuer ceafe ro workeypon) all the parts of 
e body,the eyes,cares;ton mr: vntillthe very aCtit ſelfe 
accompliſhed. The ſecondis a caueat, that/hee take bim not 


th ber eye lids wherein he compareth the ee /ids,and coun» 

nance of an hattot to a net, or ſnare, andthe harlots heart,. 
dher ſelfe ro an huntex, br fowler,and the partie allured by 
r wanton lookes,ro the bird,or beaſt caught ina net, 


Verf. 26. For by meaner of 4 whoriſh woman, a man is 
rought 'o 4 morſell of bread, and the adnltereſſe will bunt for 


retions life, 


Ere hee backeth his admonition and caueat; with ſuch- 
forcible confiderations as might beſt worke vpon his 
ader, and make him ro know how much it concerneth him 
regard them ; wheresf two are here noted; the one, that 
is curſed finne draweth a. man into,pouerty, or beggeryra-. 
er; the other,a ſhamefull death, orthatwhich isin Readof 
har,and worſe then that,an euerlaſting death. Touching the 
ormer, he ſaith, For an haylor,or by mcans of an harlort,@ mes 
brought to a morſell of bread, from plentie, to penurie ; from 
ariety of diſhes to one kinde,and thatis dry bread ; and from 
fficiencie and fulnefſe,to a ſhorr pittance, euen one moiſell, 
nd many times this is to beasked at another mans doore, or . 
leaſtto be giuen asan almes from.another mans hand. See. 
or this, chap. 5:10. | 
The latter is lofſe of life, which all the attempts of che adul-», 
eſſe(the married woman breaking the bands of wedlocke), 
doe tend ynto, She bunterh for pretions life, wherein he like=, 
ieth her to a cruell huhrer, which purſuerh an Hare, or other. 
dtafi,not to catch onely;but to killit: which though ſhe doe: 
jor diteAly inrend ad, dime ar,yet ſhe effeteth and bringeth 


SEBERASS 


o paſle ; for through her allurementd, the perſon — -” - 
| | c 


, 
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follie with her is expoſed to the rage of ber husband, wha 
indignation is imphacable, che fond of the Magiſtrate; pa, 
.  ceeding ſeuerely againſthim,ifnot for the ſame crime, yerly 
ſome other thereby occaſioned ; and the wrath of God, ly 
will either infli& atemporall puniſhment,to the, vtter deflty 
Qion of the body, or elle ] exptts downe intallerable plagug 
yponthe body and ſoule for euer,, And this fo prodigal * 
pence of life is hereby the more condemnable,jo that ic ig 
tions, of ſuch an excellent creation by Gods owne hand,orias 
ſpirarion rather by his breath, and carrying ſuch, af mped 
his glorious image,and capable of ſucheternal blifle as Chl 
hath purchaſed with his owne blood, and euery one ſhales 
ioy, which through finne doth not make forfeiture of it; 


Verf. 27. Cana man take fire in his boſome, and his clubs 
wot be burnt ? 
. Verſ. 28. Canamangoevpen hot coa ks andbic fretunth 
burnt? | | 
Verſ.29. Soi he that goeth in to bug neighbours wife : who 
ſoener toucketh ber ſhall not be innocent. 349 


Hi g formerly laid downe his fitions, he now hank 
leth them more at hacgs: and becauſe of the (ecurite 


and preſumption of men, flattering themlſelues, ( that nov 
withſtanding all this whichis ſpoken,and other mens ill a6 
cefſe in the praQtiſe ofthis ſinne, they ſhal eſcape wel enough, 
eſpecially if they haue wit, or wealth, or others helpes whe 
by to ſhift for themſclues, and auoide the penaltie ) heemort, 
at large confirmerh that hee ſaid touching the grieuoulnek 
and certainty of this puniſhment, by two compariſens of the 
like or equall, and another of the leſſe,Fhe compariſon of the 
likeis as it hee ſhould haue ſaid; As it is impoſſible foramm. 
ro take coales of fire from the hearth,& put them into hisd0+ 
ſ{5me,betwixt his garments and body, and burne neithet;®: 
totread on burning coales bare fopt without ng: 
feet t ſoitcannot be thara man ſhould haue carnall compa, 
with another mans wife, withotx making himſclfc gu Jey got 


|} 
iu 
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Werſe 30.31, Paovear as. 109 
eling che flame of Gods indignation, and incurting the 
Ic ——— formerly mentioned, fob hath a-fayingnoc much 
like ro this, rendring a reaſon among others, why hee ſo 
edfully ſhunned this miſchieyous finne of adultery # I 5g 4 
e that conſunuerh to deſtruttion, and would root ont all wine Tob zro12, 
Ee F308 287 $4.9 p\ F.27 ; 
Verſ. 30, Doe not men deſpiſe a theefe if be rleale to [ati, 
6 ſoule,although he be bun : ? | Jatife 
Verſ. 31. eAndifbebe Land be ſhall reftore ſenen fold hee 
ull gine al{ the ſubſtance of his houſe. 0 
He ſecond kind of compariſon wherby the point inhand 
is cleered,is taken fromaleſſer nn amet, che ew 
ar inferiour to adultery,becauſe Gods law hath not fo much 
ondemned it, becauſc he hath appeinred no-fuch ſeuere pu- 
diſhmentfor ir: becauſe chat the theefe rakerh away more 
emote pofſeſſions, and ſuch as are of lefſe value andeftimari- 
dn: the whoremaſter the neereft,the beſt, and rhat which is 
Jeareſt vnto him, the heart, the vſe of body,the fidelity of his 
ife : the theefe commonly bereauerh a man bur' of part of 
is goods; the whoremaſter attemprs to defraud him and his 
f hos of as much as he amen ts andbaftard- 
ly ſeed in his houſe c6-yſurpe his inhericance;orotherpolſeſe 
ions after him, / And yerthe"theee eſcaperty-nort ſcorfree, 
notwithſtanding that need driueth him co fteale; For firſt, hee 
draweth vypen himſelfe ſhame and reproch, and is made very 
contemptible thereby,as both this rextaffirmeth,; andothers 
teſtifie, /0b ſhewing the vile eſtate of certaine-baſe compani-» 
ons, ſairh, Mew houted after themyac ar atheefr--See allo 1e- lob z0.5. 
remiah 48.27, And theo hee hazdrdechybis eftate thereby,ci= 
ther to overthrow it,or much impaireit; for looke bowofren 
he is apprehended and taken, ſo oft ie ſhall be driuen to make 
to the law, ay h it bee ogeionany a- 
allo fog ie. o.'!: (4120-801 
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| Verſ.32. Who ſo committeth adultery with amomen 
onder flanding : ; he that doth it deitroyeth hu owne ſovlecr, 


Ow ler vs ſeethe inference : :if there bee fo muchs 

and hurt in a ſmaller crime, what ſafety canthere be = 
ked forin this hainous offence ? If the needie theefe 
for that faulc, how. ſharpely and extremely ſhall the adulte. 
rous malefaQor be puniſhed for his egregious and enormous 
wickedneſſc ? He debaſeth him beneath the theefe; firſt, inthe 
follie of his minde, as the cauſe ofthis his vicious behaujour, 
he is more abſurd and brutiſh then he,and harh lefle wiſdome 
and ynderſtanding. - Secondly;,-in the: : conſequence of his 
wretched life, and vncleane converſation, hee deftrozeth hy 
ſoule, hee. doth offer violence vnto his life, and after a ſort 
becommeth a murtherer of himſelfe, by prouoking God ſpee- 
dily ro ſlay him, anderernallyto damne him, beſides orher 
plagues following, whercunto he makes himſelfc lyable. 


Verſ. 32- Awonnd, and diſhonour ſhall hee get, and bi Yee 
proch ſhall not be done away. 


H. dwelleth vpon this matter of the adulterers puniſh» 
ment,that hee ſhall finde there ſhall meecte with him,or 

fallypon him 4 weand,or ftroke,cucn a deadly troke vpon hit 
body and minde,iofliced either by the Magiſtrate, the adul- 
terefles husband, or God himſelte. And ignominie vpon his 
name,cuen ſuch as ſhal flicketo him, living and dead, 
and ſpall nexer be dene away;(o that beſides the perill of this 
life into which'the adulterer doth throw Es FE dowd 
expoſe himſelfeto perperuall reproch, + + 


| Verſ, 34. For ielonſie is the rage No wom: un bewilt 
not "pe e ” Solo ls day of vengeance. 


el. 35. , He wile Fre ha 
TP iref ongh rho ou gine/t many gs "a Bi, 
Edeclarechcheefficienrofthe cherhieined puriſhwenrs 
inflited yponthe adulterer, namely, the rrooge 


E / will by 
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verſe 35 ProvaRes. - SHin 
husband of the harlot,to whom God will diſcouer his villa- 
nie wrought againſt him;and whom hee- wiltraife vp, as his 
inſtrument to putſuethat wicked caitiftjproſecuting and fol- 
lowing the matter againſt him with #{everity; -Andin theſe 
words he meeteth with,and refelleth the vaine illufion of the 
filchie perſon, who truſts cither not to bee detected, or nor 
much to be moleſted, hoping that he ſhall find his paramours 
husband very milde and fauo1 able, Nay, faith the Lord, Thou 
haſt given him iult cauſe of icalouſje,and therefore thoaſhalr 
finde him full of wrath and indignation; looke for no fauonr 
at his hands, he neither will nor ſhall ſpare thee, if hee ſtrike 
thee not himſclfe, yet hee ſhall deliver thee intothe hand of 
the Magiſtrate ro be puntſhed;he will not concealerby leaud- 
nefſe, bur publiſh it ro rhe world forthy ſhame and infamie : 
yet, faith he, 1 hope faire words may preuaile much, eſpecial- 
ly gifts and rewards, I will hire him to be ſilent, and ropury 
the iniurie offered ; andifa ſmall ſumme will not ſuffice, I wil 
giuc hin) a greater; if one gift will not preuaile,” Iwilladde 
more ynto it, and beſtow many : hereunto the Lord replyerth 
that he ſhall bee made inexorable, thatthe ſight of a bribe;or 
m_ g offered for the deflouring efhis wife, ſhallthe more 
imbitrer him ; and offer as many and as great as thou wilt, yer 
all ſhall doe thee no good, thou ſhalt for all this bee plagued 
and ſhamed, | 
Now we muſt not conclude hereupon that this ſentence at 
all times ſhall certainly be execureds* formany husBands are 
not acquainted with the indignities of this kinde, which are 
offered vnto them; and many knowing of the diſhoneſty and 


faithleſnefſe of their wines,fre 4s bawdes vato them, and ac- 


ceflarieto their naughtineſle; ſuffering and allowing them ro 

dee whoriſhandfilehy + but every adulterous whore-hunter 

may iuſtly expe@rthis; when God ſetteth in with them, and 

takes the matter into his hand, 'they know not how ſoone 

their wickednefſe may conieto light, and how fierce and an- 

&/ very may bee mate, whointhey Ircle ſuſpeR to bee ſo 
e 6 qo : enfls Of Y air ee? T7 70 21 7 
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Verſe 1. My ſonne,heepe my words, and lay vp my commas 
dements with thee. | 
N this chapter Salowen confirmeth from hi 
owne experience, that which in che rwoſor- 
mer chapters, or elſewhere hee hed teftified, 
rouching the fraudulent. and pernitious pre 
Riſes of the harlot. The parts are three zthe 
firſt is, an inſtigationto the ftudious keeping 
of wiſedome and knowledge, in the five firlt yerſes, Theſe. 
cond is,z narration of thoſe things which hee bad ſceneand 
obſerued in her impudent behauiour;and anſwerable ſuccelſ, 
tothe 24.verſe, Thethird is an application of the ſame ynto 
his readers,as an admonition and warning ynro them, inthe 
fourclaſt verſes, 

Inthe firſt verſe,the Prophet returneth againe to his gens 
rall exhortation of receining,and keeping the doArine,whic 
he propoundeth, and is the ſame with the beginning ofthe 
ſecond chapter. +. 


Verſe 2, Keeps my conmundements,and line ; and my laws 
dbe apple of thing eze. 


O ſer anedge vpon his exhortation,that ir might prevail 
TE avs. Ser a promiſe of lifend: charhe 
—_ after a and, emphaticall manner, commanding vs 

we ; thereby teaching, how preſent, and certainc the happi 
nesis thar > +, \ rb of his y 
heexpreſſeth the manner how he would. have vs 0 bs 
dodrine, by a fimilitude, wix., as. the apple 'of che eye, 2 ut 
which is moſt precious vnto thee: for a man will ward, 0d 
keepe off yiolencefrom his head, before all _ a" 


| poſt3.4- Prxover>s. 113 
body, and regardeth the face more rhen any other part of his 
head,and hereſpeReth the eye more thenany other part ofthe 
face: for the eye is rhe light of the whole bodie, and therein 
the blacke, or «pple of the eye, is moſt deare vnto him; which 
appcareth alſo by the ocher Scriptures: as Pſal.17.8, Keepe me 
as the apple of thine eye. And, He that towcheth you, toncherh Zacha.s, 


the apple of his eye. 


1 


tribureth a perſon to Wiſedome, and requireth that there bee 

ſuch inward friendſhip and tamiliaritie berwixt vs and her, 

as if ſhe were our lifter, and neereſt kinſwoman, Ir is a plea» 

fing thing ro brothers and titers, if they loue as they ought | 
live rogether in one houſe, as Laz.arws, Martha, and Mary: Toh.ti, 
er if by occafion of mariage they liue in diuers houſes, yet 

they delight one in another, and feaſt rogether, as did 7obs lob. 
ſonnes and daughrers, And thus conuerſant and familiar ought 

weto be with Wiſedome, and ſo much the rather becauſe we 

are ſtrangers in the world, and hated of the world, becauſe by 

this kindred and affinitie with Wiſedoeme, we become of kin- 

dred andalliance with our Sauiour Chrift, 


I 


| bis Verſe 3. Binde them vpon thy fingers, write them wpon the 
for table of thine heart. 

hed, Verie 4. Say vnto Wiſedome, Thow art my fifter,aud call V u« 
a derftanding thy kinſwoman. 

ping E deliuereth rhe ſame precept in allegoricall ſpeeches : 
ele Hz: firſt, he requireth co binde then pon onr fingersabat 
and they may be as rings thereon, and for memorandums,as wee 
fe, yſeto tye athread or filke about our fingers, co put vs in mind 
"me of matters not to bee forgotten, and to write them vpon the 
he table of our heart, viz.thatthey may be as atablet hanging on 

our breaſt : as chap. 3.3. : | 

= As if he could not ſatisfic himſelfe in thisargument,he de- 
- livereth the ſame thing in another fimilitude, wherein bee at- 
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Verſe 1, My ſonne,keepe my words, and lay vp my co 
dements with thee, | 
N this chapter Salomen confirmeth from his 
owne experience, that which in the rwoſay 
mer chapters, or elſewhere hee had teftified, 
touching the fraudulent. and pernitious pr 
ctiles of the harlot. The parts are three 
firſt is, an inſtigationto the ftudious keeping 
of wiſedome and knowledge, in the five firſt yerſes, Theſe 
cond is,2 narration of thoſe things which hee had ſceneand 
obſerued in her impudent behauiour;and anſwerable ſuccel, 
tothe 24.verſe, Thethird is an application of the ſame yno 
his readers,as an admonition and warning ynto them, inthe 
foure laſt verſes, 

Inthe firſt verſe,the Prophet returneth againe to his gens 
rall exhortation of receining,and keeping the dorine,whic 
he propoundeth, and is the ſame with the beginning ofthe 
ſecond chapter. >. 


Verſe 2, Keepe wy commundements,and line ; and my laws 
dhe apple of thing eje. 


TY? ſcr anedge vpon his exhortation,thar it might prevail 
the better with vs, he adderh a promiſe of life, and thathe 
_ afrer a moſt emphacicall manner, commanding vs ( 
we ; thereby teachin how preſent, and inc the 
nesis thar eos the obedience of his pri : "hr 
yo ay a New he would. have vs to / 

| a ili viz, as the the eze, a5 0 
which is moſt precious vnto thee : Aug yes will ward, go 


Leepe off yiolencefrom his head, before all — a 
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body, and regardeth the face more then any other part of his 
head,and hereſpeRerh the eye more thenany other part ofthe 
face: for the eye is rhe light of the whole bodie, and therein 
the blacke, or «pple of the eye, is moſt deare vnto him; which 


appcareth alſo by the ocher Scriptures: as Pſal.1 7.8, Keepe me 
WM nl. BPthinua cus And EI. olvbanctth ..L -..... , 


ehe - 


CORO AL 


APPEARS. 


they may bwwwrrogotnereon, and tortferefndums;as wee 
vſeto tyc athread or filke about our fingers, to put vs in mind 
of matters not to bee forgotten, and to write them vpon the 
table of our heart, viz.that they may be as atablet hanging on 
our breaſt : as chap. 3.3. 

As if he could not ſatisfic himſelfe in thisargument,he de- 
livereth the ſamething in another ſimilitude, wherein hee at- 
tribureth a perſon to Wiſedome,and requireth that there bee 
ſuch inward friendſhip and tamiliaritie berwixt vs and her, 
asif ſhe were our iter, and neerefſt kinſwoman. Ir is a plea» 
fing thing to brothers and fiſters, if they loue as they ought,ts 


live rogether in one houſe, as Laz.arws, Martha, and Aary: Toh.r, 


er if by occaſion of mariage they liue in diuers houſes, yet 


they delight one in another, and feaft together, as did 7obs Jobr. 


ſonnes and daughrers, And thus conuerſant and familiar ought 
weto be with Wiſedome, and ſo much the rather becauſe we 
are ſtrangers in the world, and hated of the world, becauſe by 
this kindred and affinitie with Wiſedome, we become of kin- 
dred andalliance with our Sauiour Chrift, 


F: 2! 1 Verſe 
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Verſe 5. That they may keepe thee from the ſirange womer, 
fromthe ſtranger that flatterethwith ber words. | 


Afily,hee vrgeth this preceptthus often and inany was 
celiuered, by an argument from the-end andfrnive, which 
3s to keepe vs from this foule and grievous -finning' +goil 
God, whereof he nameth one in ſtead of all, namely, adulte- 
rie, which he did before; Chap. 2 a6.the 5.3-and 6.24. 
Verſe 6. For at the window of mine houſe, 1 lookgd thrany) 
the caſement. 
Verſ.7. And behold among the ſimple ones, I diſcerned amony 
the youths,q young man _—_ of vnderitanding, 1 
Verſe 8; Paſſing thronghthe /irexte neere her corner aud 
 wenttheway to ber houſe, | 


Veaſe 9, n the twilight in the exening; inthe blackeanddan, 
wight. 


Here followeth now a liuely repreſentation of the for- 
3 mer dodtrine touching adulterie; ynder an;example in 
fact; whereof the wiſe man; himſelfe who relateth ir, wasat 
eye witnes.. Andfirſt he ſheweththe occaſion, or opportuts 
riechat was offered vnto the harkot,whereby ſhe had maurr 
to worke yponyin theſe twoyerſes.. Secondly, the meanes 
which ſhe vſeth to efte&t-ber purpoſe, and draw an ynwari 
pesſon to this fine, vntothe 21,yerde.; Lafily, the euent-and 
iſuean21.22.23.verſcs, 
The occaſion and opportunitie was thatſhe ſpied a heed- 
wg ana within her danger, whom ſhe might ſeaze 
as a firpray for ber. And he 1s. deſcribed firſt, by his ignorance, 
and fumplicitie;hee calleth.hinwe foole, yea,which is mare;s 
man: voide of beart;vit. of vnder{itanding iudgement;, ard 
wiſedome, Now hes fo.callegnortbat-heeisa naturally 
harloss are not wont to ſingle out them aboue other men 
becauſe he had not the feare of God, which is the beginning of 


wiſe [ 


| 8 
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wiſedowme, nor ay good regard to keepe himſelfe from finne 
by auoiding the inducements to It. 

Secondly, by his age, calling him a young men, an or 
fripling ; thereby noting, that that age is the moſtſhpperie 
time of our life, and moſt prone, as to many other ſinnes, ſo 
eſpecially to this, 

Thirdly, the place is noted where he ſaw him,viz. is the y..c x. 


| freete,at the corner that leades to the harlots howſe,like a fillie 


fiye inthe cobweb, where the ſpider had libertie to come vp- 
on him at her pleaſure, 

Laſtly ,by the time when hee wandred that way, that is,wn y.,c, 
the twilight, when it beganto grow darke, at the cockſhore 
time, as 1t were, the ſcaſon that fitteth the whoremaſier, or 
harlot : according to the ſaying of Job : The eye of the adulte+ 1g), 14.15. 
rer waileth for the twilight, 


Verſe 10. And behold, there met him a woman, wi:h the at- 
tire of an barlot,andſubtill m heart. 

Verſe 11. Shes loud and /tubborne,and her ferte abide not 
in her boſe. 

Verſe 12, Now ſhe iswithomt,now in the ſireetes, and fhe lt- 
eth in waite at enery corner. EE, 


He former words declare how the fimple young'fellow 

calt himlſelfe-into. perils, by approching ſo neeretothe 
haylots denne : in theſe, and others that follow, wee ſee her ta= 
king the aduantage by comming out vnto him,and artificisl- 
ly getting him into her pawes. And for this purpoſethe wiſe 
mannoteth both what a one ſhe is, inthe whole courſe of her 
behaujiour,tothe4 3.yerſe,and with what art and skill ſhe ma- 
nageth this bufinedſ|,in the others following. And onething 
Wwhereafhee takerth notice, and whereby hee deſcribeth/her,19 
ker apporell, whecein ſhe was ricked, and trimmed, ynbeſee- 
ming the madefiic of a ſober Matrone, or' the /honeſtie of a 
chat woman, Theſccond is, her inward deceit;and guiſefal- 
;inthae ſbewneof #/abibil bearr; The third is, bervnwo Verſ.11.12. 
madly, difpakitias and properties: ſheis a-babler, andſull of 

| I 2 


rattle, 


] 
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cattle ſh» is *:bborne.peruerſe,and rebellious to Cod,andher. 
husband,ſhe1s a galder abroad, and everywhere givents4l/ 

lorc, and corrupt allthoſe whom ſhe can intige into her coms 

paBle. 


Verſ. t2. Ss ſhe caught kim,and kiſſed him : ana with an ins 
PRAcNt fol e {414 vrio him, ; 

Ow wee (h3]l ſee how ſheplaieth herpart in exercifmg 

her craft and crueltie,to worke the ruine of the warileſlz 
foole, which is caſting himfelfe into her hands, And this ſhe 
doth partly by vaco:nely ations : partly by countenanet, 
ſhewing a braſen face, withour feare, or ſharpefaſtnes : afid 
partly by diflembling ſpeeches, ſuch as hereafter follow, He 
vacomely aCtions here ſpecified arethree, The one 1s, thatſhe 
laid hold on him : (he ſhould not haue indured him to lay hold 
on her;bur for her ro lay hold on him,was beyond all woman 
ly modeliie : the other, that ſhe kiſſed him, A wife can ſcarce 
without baſhfulnes &;ſſc her buſband, bur is rathcr to expeAit 
from him, then to preuent him init; bur for a womanto offer 
1to a ſtranger is a molt ſhamefull pare, 


Verſe 14. I hae peace offcrings with me : this day hane | 


paid my Vowes. 


Verſe 15. Therefore came I out 'to meete thee; diligentlyite 
ſeeke thy face,and . have found thee. | 4 


Fr ,by her diflembling and inchanting ſpeeches, as with? 
call,ſhe allureth himinto her houſe, offering him #'baite 
which imight' perſwade him vnto ir, and covering the'net of 
hooke-that, might terrific him from it,; the bare is, £60d 
cheare, amotiuc that preuailech much with young men, who 
commonly are much giuen ynto their apperne/” The manner 
of the liraclites, and that according to the law of God, wat, 
that in the Lords offerings, the far and blood being offcied; 
= of thefleſh ſhould poetochePriefts;and parttohimthit 


ought it;: wherebf they made afeakt, (for it was ſomey! 
I | ; ' rare 


t— a 
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=” 
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rareto cate fleſh: ) And (alluding to this) S.[ames ſaith, Tee 
have nouriſhed your ſeluts as in the day of ſlaughter. Now the - 
better to couer her plot, and that hee ſhould not ſuſpeR her 
treacheric,and miſchieuous purpole, ſhe pretendeth firſt, pie- 
tie and deuotion towards ,to whom ſhe had offered ſa» 
crifice, which was an ordinary worke of religion, yea ſhe had 
made yowes, and performed them,which-was extraordinary, 
and lefle vſuall : ſecondly, loue, and good affcRion/to- 
wards him, whom ſhe much deſired to bee better acquainted 
with,and to make partaker of her beneficence and kindnefle, 
For this cauſe I am come foorth to meete thee : as if ſhe ſhould 
haue ſaid, Becauſe beare thee moſt entire good will,as ſoone 
as I ſaw thee, I longed forthy companie, and therfore I haue 
not ſent a meſſenger, which peraduenture would be more re- 
mifſe,andſlacke in intreating ofthee,but am come my ſelfe co 
requeſt that I may bee beholdento thee to goe with me, and 
what good luckeis this that I meete ſo happily with chee? 


Verſe 16. [ hane deckt my beds with conerings of tapeftrie, 
with carned worke,linnenof E | | 

Verſe 17. [ haxe pray kt 1. 
Jnemom. 


Fo 
wy bed with mirrbe, aloes, and 


Auing preuailed to bring him to ſupper, ſhe now per- 

ſwades him to ſtay all night, and take a lodging with 
her,and (which ſhe would haue him vaderſtand)chat ſhe nee- 
deth not co excuſe,as teo homely,bale,and courſe, but ſuch a 
one as will well ſerue a right goed man, and to that end doth 
ſet it foorth by the ornaments, furniture,and ſweertes of it; as 
ifſhe ſhould fay, Thou ſhalt baue a very commodioys bed, 
and chamber, with curious curtaines, and couerings, with a 
carued bedfied, with fine ſheeres, with ſweete pertuming of 
all : T have pronided todelight all,or moſt of thy rye wy 
taſte hath alreadie been pleaſed with meates and dcinkes, 1o 
ſhall chy ſight be with the ornaments of thy roome,and lodg- 


. ing, thy touch with the ſoftnes of thy lawnes, and hy ſinell 
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cattle, ſh» is ubborne.peruerſe,and rebellious ro Cod,andher. 
husband,ſhe 1s a gattkder abroad,and euery here giventoal 
lurc, and corrupt all thoſe whom ſhe can intige into her coms 
pane, 


VerC. 12. S; re canght kim,and kiſſed him : ana with anime: 


= 


PMacnt face [aid vnio him, | 


T Ow wee (1311 ſee how ſheplaieth herpart in exerciſing 
her craft and crucitie,to worke the ruine of the warileſ 
toolc, which is caſting himfelfe into her hands, And this ſhe 
doth partly by vaco:nely ations : partly by countenance, 
ſhewing a braſen face, withour feare, or ſharpefaftnes : and 
partly by diflembling ſpeeches, ſuch as hereafter follow, He 
vacomely ations here ſpecified are three, The one 1s, thatſbe 
laid hold on him : (he ſhould not have indured him to lay hold 
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rareto cate fleſh: ) And (alluding to this) S.lames faith, Tee 
have nouriſhed your ſeluts asin the day of laughter. Now the - 
better to couer her plot, and that hee ſhould not ſuſpeR her 
treacheric,and miſchieuous _ ſhe pretendeth firſt, pie- 
tie and deuotion towards God, to whom ſhe had offered ſa» 
crifice, which was an ordinary worke of religion, yea ſhe had 
made yowes, and perf, chem,which-was extraordinary, 
and leſſe yſuall : ſecootlly quent look p08 good affcRion to- 
wards him, whom ſhe much deſired co bee better acquainted 
with,and to make partaker of her beneficence and kindneſle, 
For this cauſe I am come foorth to meete thee: as if ſhe ſhould 
haue ſaid, Becauſe I beare thee moſt entire good will, as ſoone 
as I ſaw thee, Ilonged forthy companie, aud therfore I haye 
not ſent a meſſenger, which peraduenture would be more re- 
miſſe,and ſlacke in increating ofthee,but am come my ſelfe ro 
requeſt that I may bee beholdento thee to goe with me, and 
what good luckes this that I meete ſo happily with thee? 


Verſe 16. 1 hae deckht my beds with conerings of tapeftrie, 


with carned worke linnen of Egypt. | 
Verſe 17. [ haxe Is bed with mirrhe, aloes, and 


cJnemom. 


Auing preuailed to bring him to ſupper, ſhe now per- 
Hos, him to tay all aiht, and take a lodging with 


her,and (which ſhe would haue him vaderſtand)thar ſhe nee- 
deth not co excuſe,as teo homely,balſe,and courſe, but ſuch a 
one as will well ſerue a right goed man, and to that end doth 
ſet it foorth by the ornaments, furniture,and ſweetes of it; as 
ifſhe ſhould ay, Thou ſhalc baue avery commodioys bed, 
and chamber, with curious curtaines, and couerings, with a 
carued bedfied, with fine ſheeres, with ſweete perfuming of 
all: I have pronided to delight all,or moſt of thy reyes ny 
taſte hath alreadie been pleaſed with meates and dcinkes, ſo 


ſhall thy fight be with the ornaments of thy roome,and lodg- 
, Ing, thy touch with the ſoftnes of thy lawnes, and thy ſinell 
. ith odaxiferous pi 


perfumes: take s eo heraioee, ap 
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tefuſe it not; thon ſhalt perceive thy welcome, and thy guol 
entertainemen,thou ſhalt be lodged like a Prince, --.-./ 


Verſ.18, Come let vs take our fill of lone till the morning 
let vs ſolace owr ſelnes with lows, | 


XK TOw thitthe whore auth brought him-to his chanibe, 
Ne. got hum'to bed, hee beginneth to C— 
poſe, and ſolicireth him ro'the very'aRof adultery; arid ie 
the ſame alleageth ſuch reaſons as may perſwade him vntor, 
and preventeth ſuch doubts as may diflwade him from it; 
Come (faith ſhee )/et v5 take owr fill, and as it were makeou 
ſelues dronke' with love ; meaning thereby the fatisfyingd 
her filthy defire and luſt a night long. Her reaſons aretwa, 
one from the cauſe, that it is an a& of loueand good fellow 
ſhip, that thereby they ſhall beftow the time togetherlike 


friends: the otheris the effeR, thatit will bee ſweer, pleaſant, 
and cclightlome to them both, 


Verſ. 19, For the husband is not at home, hee is gone 4 long 


tourney, 
Verſ. 20. Hehath taken a bag of money with him; and wil 
come home at the day appointed, 
| bo 
HE: che naughty: patke doth ſecure him of ſafery, that 


heneeds not to caſt perils, nor dread any hurt that will 
come by it,for he might haue ſaid : 


Obie, What ifthy husband come in the meane time, and taker 
with the manner, we are both yntlone, ext: 11 
Anſw. No'feate of char, for hee is notat home ; neither doth ſhee 
fay, my husband is not at home, but'the husband, ſpeaking 
contemptuouſly & diſdainefully of hitmas if hee wete a ftras- 
ger to het, F 
Obie, ' Burwhatifhecomehome;thoughir be late;and finde mee 
in his bed,what ſhouldbecomevtme? 36 rk 77 7 Liga 
Hoſm. | Tharcahnotbe; flitheis gone a bp dowenedy; 2nd barbs 
"ken ibay of money withh ply hemillcome bark 


by 


+. 
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by ſuch atime,and not afare : for che long abſence of her huſ» | 

good | band is confirmed by. two lignts:the one, the great ſumme of 

WT money which hee tooke with him for his expences ; andthe 
other,the ſet day wherein he appointedto returne, | 


Verſ. 21. With much faire ſpeech ſhee cauſed him to yeeld, Likchab, 
with the flattering of her lips ſhe forced hins, | | 


Itherto of che Cee heere followeth the lamen- 
cable and tragicall iflue andefteRt thereof, which was, 
that hefirſt did yeeld vnto the finpe, and after did ſuftaine the 
ieuous puniſhment thereof. The principall meanes where« 
ſhe didperſwade him, was her ſpeech,which was both large 
and delightfuli; for ſhe vſed many arguments : ſhee anſwered 
all obieLions, her habire, her catching and kiſlmg of himno 
doubt did worke ypon him, but the poyſon which did moſt 
intoxicate him was from ber congue, That which wee tran- 
ſlate faire ſpeech,is in the originall, dotrineor diſcipline, and 
kee vieth - ſame as comparing her vnto a ſchoole-miſtriſle, 
but ofimpurity,andimpiety,and her followers to ſchollers,or 
nouices learning ofher : becauſe fooliſh men in their ſottiſh- 
nefſe doe put them(elues to ſchoole to ſuch a teacher, rather 
then to lend their eare to the holy doRrine of the Lord. The 
holy Ghoſtalſo declareth the degrees of his falling, and as it 
weiethe ſteps of his deſcending, For tit, ſhe bowed and eo- 
clined him; thatis,ſhe moued his heart,and niade ic tractable 
to her perſwaſions ; and after drew, or rather draue him vio- 


lently coit with her words, 


Verſ.22, Hegoeth after her ſtraight way, at an oxegoeth 
tothe laughter as a foole tothe correition of the tockgs... | 
Verſ.23.'/Tla dart ftrike throwgh his liner as abird baſterh 


tothe ſnare and knoweth that it. ts for life, 


| | mars itis ſaid ſhe moued him, yea ſhe inforced, and now 

he hath ped bim; far ſbec bath, made himepfollowher 

Into her houſe, ynto her table, into ber chamber,ito ber pork 
11"? Ei 
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' and into her ſhamefull finne : thus we ſee the firſt effe& ofher 
praQiſes,the corrupting of him with that abominable filth 
nefſe : the other, namely, the puniſhment and miſery is beers 
deſcribed by three compariſons of the like, 4s an oxe to th 
ſlaughter hoping that heis going to his ſtall or paſture, wha 
he is led to theſlaughter- hoſe, or ſhambles to beknock a 
the head,or haue his throatcut. The fecond is, ar « fooleledty 
the ſteckes for corr:eAion,as a malefator carried to priſon,and 
keptin bonds, vntill a dart firike through hs liner, vntill the 
day of execution, when the dart, or tword, or other infins 
ment wherewith offenders were wont to be pur to death, did 
pierce his body,andtake away his life, The third,as « birdbe. 
feeth to the prey, flying ſwift, and making ſpeed to theplace, 
where ſhe looketh for food,and findeth a ner, grinne,or limes 
twigs, whereby ſheisinrangled,caught,and killed, | 


Verſ.24. Hearken now therefore, O children : attend tothe 
words of my month, 


Verſ. 25. Let not thine heart decline ts her waies, goewt 
aſtray in her pathes,. 


HE applieth here that whichinthe premiſes he had _ 
ted,exhorting his ſchelers to hearken vnto him, and not 


ſuffer their hearts to encline to her waies, or their feet to wit» 
der in her pathes : as if he ſhould hane faid, Gine care to met 
my ſons, and liſten not to the harlor, whonr God forbiddetl 
you to heare, andto whom if yee hearken, yee may cuidently 
—_ your owne ruine in this ſimple young mans d 
ION. 

| Let not thine heart decline to her waies, viz. doe not {© 
mu ch as inthy minde like ofherleaud or wicked-dealing,and 
_— net in ber pathes,ſuffer not thy ſelſero be beguiledby 


her to follow her courſes, or bee induced to conſent to het 
wicked motions. 


Aiden 1 
Verl. 26,'Shee hath caft down - 704; 
frrong men bane been ſlaing by ny wennded: yea 1940) 


Verſa7 


k Verſe 27-123 Prov VR 39, 31 
Verſ.27. Her houſe is the way to hell, going downe tothe 
chambers of death. : 


E fortifieth his exhortation with reaſons: the one is 
the miſchiefe which ſhe hath done to others : the other 
is the certaine perill to all chem that haunt her, The former he 
alleageth by way of preoccupation, to preuent a ſhift of him 
thatis vnwilling to be admoniſhed, and take warning by the 
example formerly produced: Obie, It was but one mans 
hap and misfortune to ſpeed ſo ill (faith he ) I willnot bedif- 
fouraged by the hard ſucceſſe of one, or of a few... Anſw. She 
hath been hurtfull ro divers, wavy. bane been caft downe and. 
wounded by her,vtterly ouerthrowne and fpoiled intheir ſtate, 
| credir, ſoule and body, ObrefF. Bur a few fimple fellowes. 
weake men,ofno parts, wanting wit to look vnto theraſelues, 
or powerto thaintaine their owne ſafety. Anſw, Tea, many 
ſtrong men hane been ſlaine by her, whereof one amongſthe 
reft was Samſon, &c., To ſhew the certainty of the perill, hee 
faith,ber henſe « the Yay to bell: touching which, Bac chap.2. 
18, and chap. 5: 5+. 
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Verſ.1. Doth not Wiſedome crie? and V/uderſtanding viter 
| berwoice? 
Vetſ. 2. She fandeth in the toppes of the high places, inthe 
Way, in the places of the patbes, | 
Verl. 3. Shee crieth at the gates, at the entrie of the city,as 
thecomming in of the doores. 


<5 7 Auing inthe former chapter dehorted fromthe 
1 [> finne of adulcery, and rherin deſcribed the har- 
= & loe with her cntifing ſpeeches, and ſer downe 
| [3 the effects rherof; henow oppoſeth wiſdome 

& to the harior, her do@rine to the harlors en= 
ucements,and the eftccts of rhe one to the eficRs of _ 
: 
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ther : wherewee are to obſerue, firſt, what preparation ſlee 
makes to this buſineſle of inſtruction, in theſe three verſes; 
ſecondly,the tenour of her oration and ſpeech, whereby ſhee 

endeauoureth to perſwade and inſtru men in the reftrhy 

follow. For preparation ſhe addreflcth her ſelfe to be moltaw, 

dible,and cafieto be heard,and yieth the beſt meanesto haye 

an auditorie, and many to heare her, Her care to bee beardy 
argued by the carneſtneſſe of her calling, and as it werethe 
contention of her ſpeech,inthat ſhe is ſaid to cry and viterhe 
voice, becauſe ſhe knoweth that her matter is good, and molt 
neceſſary, and mens cares yery deafe towards her, but wid? 
opento all words of follie, whereby the heart may bee poy- 
ſoned and infeRed,and therefore ſhe doth not deale indict» 
tively,and by way of affirmation, bur interrogariuely, andby 
way of expoſtulation, derh not wiſedome crie ? which is asif 
ſhee ſhould ſay, I demand of you, anſwere meCout of your 
knowledge and experience, whereas ye hearken to follie, and 0 
wicked mgn,and finfull women entifing andalluring to cuill ( 
Isit been e are not taught, and called on by wiſedome, by f 
the ſonne of God in his miniſters and ſeruants? Will ye then t 


leauea reuerent matrone, and hearken to a filthy ſtrumpet? v 
will yee forlake the Miniſters of God, and liſten to ſeducers, Il 
and impoſtours,the miniſters of Satan? For prouidivg of au- ti 


ditors ſhe preſenteth her ſelfe ro the congregations and pub- 

like aſſemblies, by the miniſtery of the word ſhee publiſheth c 
her counſels, andpromiſesinthe Churches, and meetingsof , 
Chriſtians,and this he exprefſeth by a fimile taken fromthe t 
maner of the ciuillate,as the Magiſtrate cauſeth his procls h 
mations to bepromulgated in moſt publike places, wherethe 
Herald or cryer may be aboue the reſt, and bee beſt ſeene and 
heard, where is greateſt frequencie and concourſe of people, 
asin waies whereby multitudes paſſe, and in the market place, 
and the pates of cities, eſpecially where they 'were wont t9 
keepe their Courts, and Seffions, and: came together for al 
matters of greatimportance, Seechap, 1, 20/21. 
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ES: 
hee Verſ. 4- Vito you, O men, [ cMll,and my voice is tothe ſons 
bat of men. 3188 4-3 
ap F Verl. 5. Oye ſmple,underſtand wiſedome; andye foolesbe 
rn of an underſtanding heart. | 

i 
the N this oration the Lord Teſus in the perſon of wiſdome, firſt 
her | ny his doctrine to the twelfth verſe, Secandly, 
of deſcribeth his owne holineſſe, ro the ewo and thirtieth verie, 
id? Thirdly, maketh application of all ynco his people, fron: 
Dye | thericeto _— ot the chapter. 
ci» WE Thathis doQtrine may be the better accepted, and worke 
by the more effeQtually, hee direRerh his ſpeech ro the ſubieRs 
sf thereof,che perſons whom he dealeth with, perſwading them 
ut to be attentive ynto it, And then he deſcribeth by che adioyne 
nd ofcheir conditions, as in reſpeR of their outward Rate ſome 
ill ofthem are more noble, vo yo higher degree, called mey, in 
by ſuch a word as many times fignifieth their greatneſſe, as thoſe 
en that are acquainted with the tongue wherein this Scripture is 
et? written doe well ynderftand : as in the fourth Pſalme, O yee 
rs, ſonnes of men,viz.. Oye mighty perfonages, how long willyee 
A turne, cc, Some baſe, as the word doth alwaies intend when 


1b- it is ioyned with that before ſpoken of, which fignifieth ex- 
th cellency, as it is vſed in the 49. Pfalme. Both high and low, 
of both ſonfes of men, and ſonnes of Adam, faith the Hebrew 
he text : and the words follow in the ſame place doe interpret 
la his meaning : both rich andpoore. Againe, ſome of them are 
he _—_ and wiſe,ſome ofthem are cleane contrary. Ofthem 
nd makerhtwo ſorts : ſimple ones, ſuchas are ſetletin noone 
&, opinion, but are caſily carried any whither, as a feather witha 
ce, puffe of wind, and foo/es,which are ſuch as hauing entred into 
to a falſe opinion, or evill courſe of life, will with very grear 
al difficultic be drawne from it,or not at all,vnleſſe the Lord pur 
to his mercifull hand and reclaimethem. And yet isthe cafe 

of neither of them deſperate, for itis not impoſſible for the 
4 Hirirof God to eſtabliſh the ſimple with wiſedome, andro 
make the fook 60 be of « vutdertanding heart + for the pre- 

" | | cept 
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cept of God commanding them to be ſuch, containerh ini 
promiſe for their encouragement, that if they will not beyil. 
full they ſhall be framed to be ſuch, See chap, 1, verſ, 22.24, 


Verſ.6. Heare, for Iwill ſpeake of excellent things audth 
opening of my lips of right things. 


His hebeginneth to ſer forth his doQrine ro 
thineſle and ſoundneſſe of it, For the former he ſaith, e 
will ſpeake of excellent things : the word fignifieth Princy, 
viz. ma, ſayings andſcntences, as far excelling othen, 
as Princes doeinferiour perſons, Fer the latterhee telletby, 
that the opening of his month,that which he -had vtrered byit, 
i of right things, which are called right, righteouſneſle,ot 
Nraitneſſe, becauſe they leade vs directly to ecernalllife and 
happinefle, withour any turning either to the right hand orto 
the left : and it is ſer downe in the abſtraQ, being rig hrneſſ, 
rather then right, and inthe plural number,beiog called right 
neſles, rather then rightneſſe, ro preferre it for the fingulit 
vertue and holineſſe, before all humane words and writings: 
for they arc altogether.crooked, or haue ſome crookedneſls 
inthem,or are imperfe& in meaſure of puritic, which inthisis 
moft perfeR,compleat,and abſolute. | 


Verſ. 7, For my month ſhall ſpeaks the trath, and wickedut! 


is abomination to my lips, 


HE makerh good his generall aſſertion by the enumertt- 
on of perticular adiun&ts wherewith his doQrine is 
graced,thereby firſt prouingit tobe ſound and right, inthis 
verſe,and the ewo next following,and then to be worthie and 
excellent,in the tenth, and eleventh verſes, The firſt ofthele 
is verity ; he ſaith that his mouth, and the inftruments therein 
contained, the palat by name,(by which the yoyceis framed) 
pur for the perſon ſpeaking, ſhall ſpeake the truth,or the who 
truth, an heaucnly truth, a divine truth ; whereas other wh 
tings arc cither altogether yatrue, or haue yacrathes ow, 


is 7er{e 8; 9. Proven ns, 1:5 
with truthes,or atleaſt containe bur an humane truth, nored 

4a1l co chis which hath light without darkeneffe,; and veriry 
without faſhood, and nothing but that which is celeſtall,and 
ſuggelied by Gods holy ſpirit,and wickedneſſe is an abomina- 
110n to my {ps : he cleereth and confirmeth this by the contra- 
rie,which is lying, in ſtead whereof hee namerh wickedneſſe, 
which hee ſaith'his tips abhorre; 432. -hee- doth fo abhorreie; 
and hath itin ſuch deteltation,as thar it is impoſſible it ſhould 
proceed out of his lips. 


Verſe 8. Allthe words of my month-are righteonſues, there 


Vee, 

ders, is nothing froward,or perauer ſe in them. | 

jk He ſecond is iuſtice, or righteouſneſſe, a// that hee com- 
e,of mandeth is lawfull and good, ali that he forbiddeth is vn= 
and lawfull andeuill; all thathepromifethis equallto be perfor- 


med,all that he chrearnethis worthic ro he executed ; and this 


Ito 

ſe, he maketh cleere by the-contrary, #here is nothing froWard or 
oht- WY perverſe in chem,nothing that is wicked and: vngodly is affir- 
ul med,orenioyed,or allowed,or cloked;or any manner of way, 
"gs: or for any purpoſe pronounced and yttered therewith, 

lh nn 

is is Verſe 9, They are allplaine to bim that underſtandeth ; and 


right 1 themthat finds taiowledge, 


duct } how thirds perſpicuiry;and eafineſſe to bee apprehended, 
and fo by the affittance/of Gods ſpirit not hard to bee 

practiſed : which is ſer forth by a compariſon of thar yrhieh is Ne 
Ati om riphcouer againſt a ma,or by a way that lyeth direQly 
e is efore a mans eyes, yet this ſaying is limited by the ſubicRs, 


all promiſcuoufly diſterne yorthis; for they are very obſcure 
to many, bur ſuch as are iudicious, which imbrace the do- 
Qrine of wiſedome, which haue ſought ynderflanding at wiſ- 
domes ſchoole, andthere found it, theſe ſve the evidence and 
cleereneſle of Gods holy counſels, -arid'heauenly myſteries, 
becaulexhcy are rerenled wwe them by biz ſpirit, which _ 


Ti 
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ſhall faile to receiue that ſeriouſly, and in vprightn 
him in his word,and the miniſtery thereof. 


F "| 3 
; 8 Fe; 
« 4 ? 
5 


Verſ.10, Receine mine initrution,and not ſilwer; andiun. 
ledge rather then choyce gold. 

Verſ. 11. For wiſdome is better then rubies : and all thing 
that may be deſired are not tobe compared with her, 


H!. proucth the exccllency, pretioulneſle, anddelightsd 

KL his doctrine by compariſon, with /ilwer and gois, and 
whatſocuer defircable things; and therefore asit is moreer- 
cellent then they, ſo wee opght to preferre it before.thewly 
ſetting our deſire more vpon it,and taking more paines fori, 
then A any,or all of them. Receive maine in/truttion ((aitbe) 
and not ſiluer, viz.. get it with greater induſtric then thai 
wouldeſt ſe for filuer, as may appearce by that which follow 
eth : forit is not his purpoſe here to condemne faluer =p 
ther, but to por itbchinde grace, whereunto it.is ſo farre i 
riour, Which is meant alſo of the gold and Igms, &c. yan 

* ſome caſe the words may litterallybe.vnderſtood, as ifinfin> 
ion and flaer caunot be both poſicfſed together; then fa 
he, Recerme mine inftration, and not filuer, bee ſurc to cmd 
thy ſoulc,how pooxeſocues thoubeinthine eſtare, TheHe- 
brewes were commended hy the. Apalile far. abeying this 
precept,and following this counſell, who ſuffered with iontht 
ſpoyling of all their geods, knowing that they had 6 better an a 
durmsg ſubſtance in beanen, For which ſee chap. 3.14-15- 


Verſ.12. 1 wiſcdeme dwellwith prudence and find out hnmx- 


ledge of wittie inwenticns, 


'$)% Sauiour hauing ſq largely and ſo: warchily extalled 
his wordand Golpell,doth encourage his people toim- 
bracethe ſamqaccording to his direRiiordby tha al-ſafficiew 
a hv Ne him, __ co informe them with kno 
and vngerſtanding,andeo performs aliiiis promiſes which 
dathuakeyozo them; aps ——— 


f 
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fort that he is not onely wiſe, but wiſedomeir ſelfe, even the 
 wviſedome of God: heis afſo goodnefle; hee is alſopower,as 
the Apolifeteftifierh, Burhere he menrioneth this attribore, 1.Cor.1,24. 
and aſſumcth this title,and partly becauſe his Goſpell, and mi« 
niſtery,is commonly'of FeblFFeondenint#of folly, and partly 
becauſe it is his office to bee the teacher of his Church, tbe. 
longeth vnto himito diate allthe Scriprures, and'ro inffire 
the Prophets andholy men for rhe writing of them'tir be. 
and longeth to him to quahifie alf his Miniſters, whether Apoſiles, 
mh or Prophets, or Euangeliſts, or Paftours, or Teachers,andro 
uby gjue them gifts of knowledge'fir for their calling:it belongerh 
wh ro him to illuminate the minds of his fernants, atid to worke 
iy) the effe& ofhis miniftery withinthem.Being then the promp- 
tho BH coxric and rreafuric of wiſedomie' for the vic' of the' whole 
low. Wh Church,and every member theredf,in af ages and places, hee 
% animaceth them by this,chat his tore of wiſedothe cat never 
i beexhaufted, becatfe hee hor onely harh great ſtore thereof, 
al buris it, andthatin an infinite perfe ion, { dwell withpru- > 
ins denze,the word tranſlated priillence is often raken in the evill 
part,for ctaft arid ſubrrlty; arid many times inthe gobd part, 
vid Wl chpecially inchisbooke* as inthe fiſt chapter; a 4. verſe: 
He- ro give ſharpeneſſeof wit,c#c.And ſoiris hete; for holy diſcre- 
thi tion whereby a man is'direted what'to do;and what ro Jeane 
1the vadone + where to gb,W& where to ſtand ill :; where ro ſpeake, 
Fay and whery to' bee Hlent: but eſpecially to auoide the ſnares 
which the dfuell;theworld;and otr olviic corruption have ſet 
oe WY for v5 + his doth Chriftnot onely for hitnſe}fe,burfor prob 
"| i offispeople, which ishis' inheritance andeverlaftibgpofitifi- 
on, The word inhabiring,is'v(edl tn Þke ſenft inthe prophieſic 
of Tſainh. Fir thus ſaith 1hE high and Joftit' bit, rhat ibabittth ic 55.15, 
eteynity: I finde's + $61 GH wy fell biitalf6 cauſe cher 
thit feuerenceard efiecmem(s; to ſecke and ode witrie ve 
mentions fuch #datſed arif Con fiderate Copitations, xs wheres 
by wy fertzants doe ticr od fy protiire good rs thethfelhes, bur 
Fen rd Sindet the evils'Wwhich their enctnics feeke'ro 
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Verl.1}3. 


x26 Proyanat. On 
ſhall faile to receiue that ſeriouſly, and in vprightneſle ſecly 


him in his word,and the miniſtery thereof. 


be 
. 4 


. 
$ 


Verſ.10. Receine mine initruftion,and not ſiluer; adi. 
leage rather then choyce gold. | 

Verl. 11. For wiſdome 1s better they rubies : and all thing 
that may be deſired are not to be comparedwith her, 


fk proucth the exccllency, pretioulneſle, and delights ef 
& his doctrine by compariſon, with filwer and gold, and 
whatſocuer dcfircable things; and therefore as it is mareer- 
ccllent then they, ſo wee opght to. preferre it beforethewby 
ſerting our defire more vpon it,and raking more paines fori, 
then pr aty,or all of them. Receive weine inſ{ruttion (ſaibhe) 
and not ſiluer, viz.. get it with greater induſtric then. they 
wouldeſt vſc for filuer, as may appearcby that which follow 
eth : forit is not his purpoſe here to condemne filuer _ 
ther,bur to pu itbchinde grace, whereunto it.is fo farre int 
riour, Whichis meagt alſo of the gold and Icas, &c. yan 
* ſomecaſe the words may litterally be vnderſood, as if infit> 
dion and fluer cannot be both poſicfſed together ; then an 
he, Receine mine inftraftion, and not filner, bee ſure to enrich 
thy ſoulc,how pooxe focues thoubeinthine eſtare, The He- 
brewes were commended þy the Apalile far. obcying thi 
precept,and following chis counſell, who ſuffered with ionthe 
ſpoyling of all their gaods, knowing that they had 6 better an 
aurmg ſubſtance in beanen, For which ſee chap. 3.14-15- / 


Verſ.12. 1 wiſcdome dwell with prudence and find out hnwK- 
ledge of wittie inventitns, A ES mm OO 
'S Sauiour hauing ſq largely and ſo: warthily extalled 
his wordand Golpell,dath encourage his people toim- 
bracerhe ſamqaccording to his direQiorhþy:tbac al-ſubficiew 
_ is in him, —_ 0 informe them with kao 
and voderſtanding,ardo performs alikispramiſes which 
doth aaks yn;o them; apd filthevellerrabomfor theincow: 


fort 
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fort that he is not onely wiſe, but wiſedomeit ſelfe, even the 
wiſedome of God: heis alſo goodnefle, hee is alſopower,as 
the Apolifereſtificth, But here he mentioneth rhis atrribore, 1.Cor.1,24. 
and aſſumcth this title,and partly becauſe his Goſpell,and mi« 
| niſtery,is commonly'of TelEFeodenint#of folly, and x rely 
becaule it is his office to bee the teacher of his Church, tbe. 
longeth vntohimito difareallthe Scriprures, and'ro inffire 
the Prophets and holy men for rhe writing of them': it be= 
longethto him to qualifie all his Miniſters, whether Apoſiles, 
ad or Prophets, or Fuangeliſts, or Paſtours, or Teachers,andro 
vb gjue them gifts of knowledge fir for their calling:it belongerh 
wk rohim to illuminate the minds of hisfernants, atid tro worke 
Jie) the effe&t ofhis miniftery withinthem.Being then the promp- 
they tharie and rreafuricof wifedome' for the vic"of the'whis 
o- Church;amd'every'memberthereof,in allages and places, hee 
> 4 animareth they BY thisahachic ore nf ei NE —_—_— 
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which the dfiitH;cre womezmeonrorne co | 

oe BY for vs :this*deth Chrift not onely for Kithiſefe;borfo! rh ve 

| WY offiisperple, which ihis inheritance andeuertafitibgpofitii- 

of, The word irhabiring.is'v ſed hy ke fenft'in'the propheſie 

of [ſaiah,'Fi'r thus ſaith the high and ry weed that inhabiteth ic 5.15, 
etevnity:'[ finde ont wot one Þ my" fe f& biitalſo cauſe cher 
that reyerenceard'efifeme me; to ſecke and fibdewittte iv- 
#rhtio)s; fuch #daiſed art eonfideratt copitarions, xs where- 
by my ſerttants doe tot od lyproctre good ro thethfelbes, bur 

ene'and Hinder the evils which their enetnies ſecke to 
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Verſe 13. The feare of the Lord is to hate enil-:pridy, } 
arroganciethe exill way,and afroward worth ace I hate, 


H E commendeth this prudence and wiſedome by 
racious fruite of it,(as may be colleed fromthe cos 
pool feare of God, wherewith Chriſt as Mediatour, and 
our Sauiour, was molt plentifully ioriched in his owne 
ſon, according as ſa:ah prophecied of him: The ſpiritoft 
Lord ſhall reſt vpon him, the ſpirit of wiſedome, and vnderſia- 
ding : the ſpirit of counſell, and migbt, the ſpirit of knowleap, 
and the feare of the Lord. With the ſarge alſo doth heind 
the members of his myſticall body, and therein a principal 
part of their wiſedome doth confilt, as he hath formerly tells 
fied : The feare of the Lord is the beginning of wiſedome, Al 
as the feare of the Lord is ſo bleſſed a fruite of wiſedome, b 
is the hatred of finne as notable an effeR of that : which he 
ſerteth foorth by the particuler ſubics of thoſe odious yicty 
which men ought to abhorre,and his people by vertue ofthis 
feare ſhall be made to abhorre in that manner (thovghnotii 


ſo full meaſure) as hee himſelfe doth abhorre them. 7 he fear! 


of the Lord is to hate enill : Sound religion and godlinelk 
(whereof reucrence or the feare of the Lord is one of theptid 
cipall parts) worketh in thoſe who are furniſhed therewith 
the hatred of exijll, what kinde ſoeuer it bee, whether it beed 
heart,or behauiour : whether it bee of word, or action: whe 
ther it bee of omiſſion, or praGile : whether it be agaiuſitht 
firſt table of the law, or ſecond : and by ſpeciall name theſe 
that follow, Pride, and arrogancie,being loathſome corp 
tions,arguing the ſoule, wherein they raigne,ro be voide of al 
ſenſe of finne, and baniſhing all true loue from among men, 
there is no ſound pietie,or grace, where they beare ſway, and 
grace bringeth lowlineſſe, and cauſeth an humble ſpirit, Th 
enill way : whereby he meancth all cuill deedes which wicked 
menwalke in, euen as the traveller doth in his way, and th 
froward mouth which vſually peakerh peruerſc things agaialt 


God,or man,or both, dee / hate, both as God eucrlaſting. th) 


> 
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ſecond perſon intrinitie,and as Mediatour clothed with mans 

nature, accordirg to the ſaying of the Prophet, Thow loweſh | 
righteenſnes, and hateſt iniquitie, becauſe God, enen thy God Phl.zr.y. 
hath annointedehee with the oyle of gladneſſe abone thy fellowes, 

Our Sauiour profeſſeth chis as rendring a rcaſon why his Goſ 

pell and grace ſhould cauſe his people to hate evill,and chat 

is, becauſe hee bimſelfe doth, who will conforme, and make 
themlike vnto himſeife, he is the tonntaine from whence the 

fircames of eucry good grace ſhall bederiued to their loules. 


Verſe 14. Connſell is mine,and ſound wiſedome : 1 am under 
flanding 1 baxe ftrergih, 


HE proceedeth and goeth forward in ſetting foorth his 
marueilous, abundant; yea abſolute and infinite wiſe- 

dome : and firlt he addeth,that conn/e/ is his, (for hee is both 

of the privie counſell of his Father, andthe onely aduiſer of 

his Church, all policie withour him is follie, all the directions 

which hee giueth not are ſeduccments,and miſteadings)and 
therefore the Prophet calleth him #euderful, Connſellonr,and 

Jonnd wiſedome ; the word fignifieth ſab//arce, meaning lub- Taſpyeb, 
Aantiall aduice and counfell, ſuch as never faileth : / avs w1r- 
der/ianding ; he changeth his phraſe to teach that counſell and 
wiſedome are {9 his, that tbey are cſſevxiall io him, and per- 

ſc, without increaſe, decreaſe, or mutation :to this hee ad- 
toyneth anorher attribute, { have firength ; which is here men- 

tioned, to ſhewthat hee hath power to execute his purpoſes 

and couaſcls : and /ſaiah calling him #exderfull, Connſelloxr, liai.g.6. 
titleth him alſo the mightie Ged: and by this he giuerh his ſer- 

taats to eadeceataing he is omnipotenr, to make ſupplic of 

all their wants, miniſter defence agaioſt ll rheir perils : there 

1s no goodching which he cannot performe cothem; rhere is 
poeuill or hurt which he cannot keepe from i | 
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ſhall faileto receiue that ſeriouſly, and in vprightn 
him in his word,and the miniſtery thereof, 
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Verſ.10, Receine mine initrution,and not ſilwer; when. 
ledge rather then choyce gold. | 

Verſ. 11. For wiſdome is better then rubies : and allthing 
that may be deſired are not to be compared with her, 


HE proucth the excellency, pretioulneſle, and delights sf 

L his doctrine by compariſon, with /ilwuer and gold, and 
whatſocuer dcfircable things; and therefore as it is mareer- 
cellent then they, ſo wee opght to. preferre it before:themby 
ſetting our deſire more vpon it,and taking more paines for, 
then Br aty,or all of them. Receive wine in/truttion ((aibb'ix) 
and not ſiluer, viz.. get it with greater induſtric then they 
wauldeſt ve for filuer, as may appeareby that which follow 
ech : forit is not his purpoſe here to condemne ftlucral 
ther, bur to pu itbchinde grace, whereunto i.is ſo farre1 
riour, Which is meant alſo of the gold and Icms, &c. yan 

* ſomecaſe the words may litterallybe.vnderRood, as if inſie 
tion and flwer cannot be both poſlefied together; then ſaw 
he, Receine mine inftrattion, and not filuer, bee ſure to cntid 
thy ſoule,how pooxe ſocues thoubeinthine eſtate, The He- 
brewes were commended hy the. Apalile. far. abeying tl 
precept,and following this counſell, who ſuffered with ioyth 
ſpoyling of all their gaods, knowing that they had 6 better an 
aurmy ſnhbſtance in beanen, For which: fee chap. 3.14-15+ 


Verſ.12. 1 wiſcdome dwell with prudence and find out knit: 


ledge of wittie inwenticns, 


(ern hauing ſq largely and ſo warthily extalled 
his wordand Golpc|l, dathencourage his people toim- 
bracethe ſamqaccording to his di reRiorhby tha al-ſufficiet 
cie which. is in him, both co informe them with kno 
and vngerfianding,and4o performs aliis promiſes which 
; dothmakevorothem;and —— 


SEPEVLEE 


and afſumcth this title,and partly becauſe his Goſpell, and mij« 
niſtery,is commonly'of TolFFeondenintd'of folly, and partly 
becaule it is his office to beethe teacher of his Church, tbe. 
longeth vnto himro diate allthe Scriprures, and'ro inffire 
the Prophets and holy men for rhe writing of them: it be= 
longethto him to quzlifie all his Miniſters, whether Apoſiles, 
or Prophets, or Fuangelifts, or Paſtours, or Teachers,andro 
gjue them gifts of knowledge'fir for their calling:it belongerh 
ro him to illuminate the minds of his fernants, atid tro worke 
the effe&t ofhis miniftery within them.Being then rhe promp- 
to2ric and rreafurie of wiſedome for the vic"of the'whisle 
Church, md every'rnember thereof,in altages and places, hee 
animaceth them by this,ch#t his tore of wiſedothe 'catinever 
beexhaufted, becatife hee hot onely hath great ſtore thereof, 
buris it, and thatirt arr infinite perfe dion, [ dwell with prou- 
dence, the word tranſlated priillence is often rake n if the evill 
part, for ctaftardſubrlty; atidmiany times inthe gobd part, 
eſpecially inthisbooke* as inthe iſt chaprer, andy. vetſe: 
fo give ſharpeneſſe of wit,c#c.And ſoit is here, For holy diſcre- 
tion whereby a mart is'direfed what'to do;and whatro Jeane 
vadone: where to go,Wwhere to ſtand fill; wherero fpeake, 
and wheti ro' bee hlent: but eſpecially to auvide the ſnares 
which the dfutl;thewofld;mmd otirowiie corruprivh have ſet 
for vs :this'doth Chrilt'not onely for hitiſefe,burfor the y (e 
of hispesple, which ishis intieritance andeuerlafiibg poitſi- 
on, The word inhxbiriny;isv fed tii ke fenft'in'the propliefic 
of [ſaial, Fi'y thus ſaith hr high rn eh teeny 
etevnitye'l Gly th 6 GHely Ih ny ffs; biitalfh cauſe cher 
that feſerenceand tfecmeme; two ſreke and findewitite ive 
meh tions;fuch #dinlſed id eonfiderats Eopitations, us where 
by my fertants doe tier 6dlyprottir&pordrs theth{cſhes, bur 
prevenr'anid +indet the evils Which their enelnits ſeeke'to 
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Verſe 10.11.12» ProvaERas 127 
fort that heis not onely wiſe, but wiſedomeit ſelfe, even the 
wiſedome of God: heis alſo goodnefle; hee is alſopower,as 
the Apotifeteftifieth, Burhere he menrivneth this attribore, 


1.Cor.1.24. 
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Verſe 13. The frare of the Lord is to hate enil-:prid | 
arroganciethe exill way,and a froward month aoe I hate, 


H E commendeth this prudence and wiſedome by he 
racious fruite of it,(as may be colle&ted fromthe cobs 
ee, feare of God, wherewith Chriſt as Mediatour, wi 
our Sauiour, was moſt plentifally inriched in his ownepes. 
ſon, according as 1ſa:ah prophecied of him : The ſpiritofth 
Lord ſhall reſt vpon him, tbe ſpirit of wiſedome, and vnderſins 
ding : the ſpirit of counſell, and migbt, the ſpirit of knowledy, 
and the feare of the Lord. With the ſarne alſo doth heindu 
the mernbers of his myſticall body, and therein principl 
part of their wiſedome doth conſiſt, as he hath formerly tel 
fied: The feare of the Lord is the beginning of wiſedome, Aul 
as the feare of the Lord is ſo bleſſed a fruite of wiſedome, b 
is the hatredof finne as notable an effeR of that : which het 
ſetteth foorth by the particuler ſubieRs of thoſe odious yiet, 
which men ought toabhorre,and his people by vertue ofthi 
fearc ſhall be made to abhorre in that manner (thoughnoti 
ſo full meaſure) as hee himſelfe doth abhorre them. 7he feat 
of the Lord is to hate enill : Sound religion and godlinel 
(whereofreuerence or the feare of the Lord is one of theprit 
cipall parts) worketh in thoſe who are furniſhed therewith 
the hatred of exjll, what kinde ſocuer it bee, whether it beed 
heart,or behaviour : whether it bee of word, or action: whe 
therit bee of omiſlion, or praGile : whether it be agaiuſtiie 
firſt table of the law, or ſecond : and by ſpeciall name theſ 
that follow, Pride, and arrogaxcie,being loathſome conv 
tions, arguing the ſoule, wherein they raigne,to be voide 
ſenſe of fine, and baniſhing all true loue from among mel, 
there is no ſound pictie,or grace, where they beare ſway, 
grace bringeth lowlineſſe, and cauſeth an humble ſpirit. 7 
enill way : whereby he meancth all cuill deedes which wicked 
menwalke in, euen as the traueller doth in his way, audi 
froward mouth which vyſually ſpeakerh peruerſethiogs agaiok 
God,or man,or both, dee hate, both as God — rhe 
RY ec 
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ſecond perſon intrinitie,and as Mediatour clothed withmans 

nature, accordirg to the ſaying of the Prophet, Thow loweſÞ 
righteenſnes, and hateſt iniquitie, becauſe God, enen thy God PhlL4y.y. 
bath annointedahee with the ole of gladneſſe abone thy fellowes, 

Our Sauiour profeſſcth chis as rendring arcaſon why his Goſ 

pell and grace ſhould cauſe his people to hate evill and chat 

is, becauſe hee bimſelfe doth, who will conforme, and make 
themlike vnto himſeife, be is the tountaine from whence the 

fircames of cucry good grace ſhall bederiued to their {oules, 


Verſe 14. Counſel is mine,and ſound wiſedome : I am under 
flanding,1] baxe ſtrergih. 


HE proceederh and goeth forward in ſetting foorth his 
marueilous, abundant; yea abſolute and infinite wiſe- 

dome : and firlt he addeth,that conn/ell is his, (for hee is both 

of the privie counſell of his Father, andthe onely aduiſer of 

his Church, all policie withour him is follie, all the directions 

which hee giueth not are ſeducements,and miſteadings)and 
theretore the Prophet calleth him #enderful, Comnſellonr,and 

ſound wiſedome ; the word fignifieth ſwb//ance, meaning lub- Twſtyab, 
Rantiall aduice and counfell, ſuch as never faileth : / aw? n= 
der/iandung ; he changeth his phraſe to teach that counſell and 
wiſedome are {9 his,thattbey arc cſſcuxiall ip him, and per- 

fe, without increaſe, decreaſe, or mutatioo :to this hee ad» 
ioyncth another attribute, { have ſirength ; which is here men- 

tioned, to ſhewthat hee hath power to execute his purpoſes 

and counſels : and 1ſajab calling him #exderfull, Connſellonr, lai.g.6. 
ticleth him alſo :þe wightie Ged: and by this he giuerh his ſer- 

waats toynderfiand that he is omnjpotenr, to make ſupplic of 

all May p-- > - _ againſt gll Aut , there 

1s no gaodching which he cannot performe gothem; there is 
poeuill or bure which he mt ow. | 
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Verſe 16, By we Princes rule,aud Noblei,onen all the Indy 
of the earth, Bei, | 9% 542. 
N that which went before Chriſt hath declared whathely 
|| and what he ha h,how well he is tored withallfu 
and perfe&ion forthe vſe of his people, and creatures: ml 
now he beginnethto ſhew whar he doth,and what he giueth 
how hee imploycth his wiſedome and power for the good 
mankinde in theſe two verſes; and what bleſſings and fawoun 
he beſftoweth ypon his owne people and ſeruants, in allthy 
follow to the two and ewentieth verſe, For the goodandbs 
nefir of mankinde he faith that by him Kings raigne,Wehy 
nifying that hee is the author of all authoritic, which is vey; 


neccſſarie for the preſeruation and welfare of humane bd 


tie :there is no power,or potentate, (whether they bee ſous 


raignes,or ſubordinate minifters of iuftice) bur they are from 


him, as the Apottle ſaith, and by his ſecrer affittance andpts- 


videncethey diſcharge their funRions. For whetherthey dot 


wiſely conſultor determine wharto doe inthe ſtates theyge 
verne,or mightily execute that they haue decreed, they does 


all by him, qualifying them with theſe gifts of prouidence, lt 


ice, courage, power, and other ſuch like, w or how 
ficted for their places: by him, and his ſecret diſpoting, 
rife to their dignities: by him, and by. his proteRing 
they arc ſupported;and defended/in their offices, that theybee 
not expoſedto the violence of tumults,and rebell10ns, andre 
outrage of the diſordered multitude: nor cut off by the cot 
c_—_ and rreacheries of dilembling traytors : by him they 
it on their thrones, or betiches, au rhere pronounce! 

rence, handle matters of ſtare, execute lawes;and determineal 
cauſes, And this is not ſo in the Church alone,and wheretel 
gioniseftabliſhed, but amongit Idolaters, amongſt Infidels, 
and Heathen, in all the earth, in all the world, where thats 
any gouernment : if there bee any good policie,or equicie# 


mongſt chem,it proceedech from himyand'is by-his 


ment, 
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Verſe 17, [ lone them that lone me : and they that ſeeks me 
early ſhall jinde me. | | 


N the former two verſes he mentioneth his provident care 
1n a general manner forall faces,in ſerting vp,andeftabliſh- 
ing gouernours and rulers for their defence and gouernment, 
and chereby cheyare preſeruedin peace and fafetie, and haue 
protettion trom che injuries which otherwiſe one would of- 
fer to another : now more ſpecially hee proteſſerh his grace, 
mercie, and goodnefle, voto his ſeruants, which religiouſly 
and holily worſhip him; and firft he noteth the principal cauſe 
thereot whichis on his part.v1z. hrs owne lone: for this/is the 
roote, and fountaine of all his fauours to vs: andſecondly, the 
mouing cauſe (though not meritorious) which is on our 
2t,and that is,our /owe coward him, which proceedeth from 
* vnto vs,and being commanded by his law, hath a promiſe 
of recompence in his Goſpell, And bothof theſe are accom- 
—_ with gracious effects as well for faithfull endeuourto . 
ve communion with him, as for happie ſucceſle to atraine 
thercunto: they that ſecke me early,which pray vnto me,labour 
to finde me in.my word, and frequent all religious exerciſes 
painfully,carefully,and diligently,as men vſeco riſe betimein 
the morning,and apply chemſclues carnefily to deale in buſi- 
nes of greateſt moment and importance: /hell find me,obtaine * 
my graces, and cnjoy the comfort of my merits, preſence, and 
your, 5 4-136 
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Verſe 18. Riches and honony are with me,yea durable riches, 
and righteouſnes, | 

Verie 19. My fruite is better then gold, then fine gold, and 
my renennues then chore ſiluer. RIPE | 


E amplifieth the ſucceſfſe of fading him,by the commo- 
ditie which they ſhall obrame with him, and that is, ſpi- 
ricuall and Tn which hee compareth, and 
preferrech before the mot defirable benefits and'tortunes (38 
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they vſerotearme them) of this life, and that is riches, endhy. godly 1 
rovr, which almoſt all do-moſt greedily-afte&,&lebourky, wag et 
they ſhal be intiched.with ſuch wealth, and'advancedtothn way 0 
glorie which .incomparably ſurpaſſcth all earthly ſubſtan ofa p' 
and dignitics incuery reſpect, but. eſpecially in rwo: fiſt, the comn 
riches and preferment of this life-are tranfitorie and ynees way? 
raine : a manmaoy be wealthje to-day,and needie to-morrow! that 
now a great. man, and ſhortly after of.no-reputation; mud on in 
applauded forthe preſent, and within a ſhort while. inueighel and 
againf},or derided : but. theſe riches are permanent; and 4 ſome 
rable,ſuch as neither the ruſt can fret,northe moth conſume; they « 
and ſ{o.is this honour alſo not ſubieR romurabilitie, andloſk, and r 
Secondly; the goods. and preferments of this world aregor And 
een,or keptmany times with much iniuftice, and wrongzand thew 
theretorc the one. {ſort of them iiv Read of both are called + when 
ches of iniquitie : but righreoufneſſe doth euermoreſo ſerſon 

theſc treaſures,and promotions of grace, that no ſurch'impt- 

tations can be laid yponthem, and therefore for their-incom 

parable cxcellencic he doth againe (as he had often before) 

toll them abouethoſe things which moſt mens affeions dot 

greatlicſt dote after, and their minds doe moſt bighlyeſteeme 

of, namely, gold and (iluer;the very: gods of all worldlings: 

my fruite, the gifts- and graces which grow fromthe ſapped 

my ſpirit, is better then g-1d; yeathen fine gold, and my reuet 

mes, which T giue.to be enioyed of them which enioy me, 


better thex choice filner, though it haue:been never {o ofen 
fined and tried. . 


Verſe 20. 1 leade. in the way of righteonſnes, in” the wlll if 
the paths of indgement.. . 


H: doth explane his owne words,andinterpreteth his # 
| cbes,his fruite,and rewennues, &c. tobe ſanRification 

life,together with the internall graces of the ſoule. / cauſe 
walke im the way of righteouſnes, I teach mien which embra® 
me by my word,and flirre them yp by my ſpirit, fo denie 
$odiineſſe and worldly luſts, and ts line foberlyy vightrewſy, 


gody 
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wodly in this preſent world, &c.and in the mid}? of the paths of 
;wdgement, without going on either hand, but in theplaine 
way of yprightnes. His intentis not here toput men in hope 
of a perfeCtion in this life, or to charge all thoſe to haueno 
communion with him which ſomtimes ſwarue from the right 
way,and fall into iniuſtice, but to promiſe direQion to them 
that deſire the right way, and to comfort them that proceede 
on in {inceritie (though not in fulnes of puricie and goodoes) 
and when finfulnes is not the way wherein they walk, though 
ſometimes they miſle their way, and firay afide, which when 
they doe, he will ſhew them their errours, rebuke their hearts, 
and reduce them ro the right way according to his promiſe ; 
And thine eares ſhall heare a word behinde thee, ſaymg, This is 


the way walke in it, when thou turne#t to the right hand, and £1, 39.21. 


when thoa turne#t to the left. 


Verſe 21.That 1 may cauſe them that lone me,to mberit ſub- 
farce : and Iwill fill their treaſures. 


hn + the excellencie,and profitablenes of the righteouſ- 


es, inthe former verſe promiſed, hee proucth by the end 
or effec of it which is to make vs perfeQly happie : and this 
he amplifieth, firft, from the matter of it,that it is ſolid, ſtable, 
and firme, calling it /ab{taxce, orthat which is, as if all other 


| things wererather ſhadowes and ſhewes,then matter of ſub. 


ſtance, Secondly, by the perpetuitic of it, with one propertic 
in it,noted in the word iherit, as if all other: things were but 
borrowed wares, and moueables,or leaſes at the beft, and this 
encly and properly our owne, and a matter of inheritance. 
Thirdly,by the fulnes and plenty of it,/ will fil their treaſures, 
asif we had al otherthings deliuered vs cram. / 00m in ſmal- 
ler number, waijght,and meaſure; bur this more liberally, and 
with farre more large and ample copiouſnes, Muchof this is 
againe confirmed by him in the new Teſtament, where hee 
compareth the earth to a thing that hath no ſlay, and heauen 
ton everlaffing habitation; and calleth the earthly eftate the 
katt,and the heaucnly the greateft: commodities of the "_—_— 
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hetearmeth the vxrighteons Mammon:and poſſeſſions aboug, 
the true treaſure. | 


Verſe 22, /ehouah hath poſſeſſed mein the beginning of bit 
way,before his workes of old, 


= ſonne of God proceeding to manifeſt himſelfe, and 
to publiſh the knowledge ot his divine nature, ſerteth 
foorth both the cternitie of his being to the 3o.yerſe, and of 
his happineſle,to the 3 2.verſe, 

The eternitie of his being is proued by this, that hee was 
before the creation,to the 26,verſe,at it,to the 20.vcrſe, Now 
he {aith, [ehouah poſſeſſed me im the beginning of his way :Ithe 
ecernall word of God was with God the Father at the begin- 
ning of his way, when by the creation of all things hee was 4- 
bout to give manifeſt and plaine te{iimonics of his Maieſtie, 
and I was of one and the ſelfeſame eſſence with him, andthe 
holy Spirit,he then poſſefſed me, as his Son,and as his wiſdome, 
before his workes of old, before any thing that cuer he made, 
cuen thofe which were firſt,and of all others moſt ancient, 


 Verſ.23. [was ſet vp from enerlaiting, from the beginning, 


87 ener theearth was. 


Qg2 much, asin the lumpe, or chaos: bythe eternall decree 
Fof Gorl 1 was ordained, and had as ſureia calling,as if I had 
becn annointed to the office of Kingdome, Prietthood, and 
Prophecie, to bee Mcdiatour for, and head of the Churchin 
time tobe faunded, and euerlaſtingly tobe ſaued. X 


Verſe 24. When there were no depths I was begotten ; whas 
therewere no fountamts ſpringing with water, . | ._ 

- Veric 25, Before the mountaines were {ctled ; befare the hils 
was [brgotten. | 


V | Hen there were no depths was [ begotten, andco ſpeak 
| Y 1 akeerthe manner of men, brought, forth; | ha my 
perſon 


cle? 
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perſon from the perſon of my Father from all eternity, andto 
continue for euer, 

The perticulars of the creation here, reckoned vp are very 
worthie to bee conſidered, as firſt thedeprhey, that is to ſay, 
channels wherein the ſeas and riuers runne, and wherein the 
ftanding waters make their abode, all which are receptacles, 
and as it were the veſſels and ciſternes wherein the waters 
are contained, which otherwiſe would ouerflow the earth, 
and make it vofit both for man, and other beaſts to live vpon : 
ſecondly,the fownrarnes, which are as the eyes (for ſo the He- 
brew word ſignifieth) through which rhe ſeas doe looke out 
here and there among the hils ; and as the iſſues of the ſeas 
by which they ſend forth waters, which being delivered from 
their ſale and brackiſh taile, by being ſtrained through the 
earth, ſeruc men, and other creatures Pr ſingular and infinite 
vſes,of moiſtening, cooling and cleanfing, &c. And becauſe 
they are ſo vſcfu!l, God doth as well repleniſh them with plen- Cho/alti, 
tic of water, wherewith it is ſaid here.they abownd,or be great 
with; the hGmilicude is taken from female living creatures, 
which in comperent.time after their conception, are ready to 
bring torththeir young which they goe with, 

The third is the mowntaines, of which hee ſaith, thar they 
are ſet/e4, the Hebrew word ſaith, drowned: that is to ſay, laid 
ſo deepely, that the rootes and botromes of them lye inthe 
ſeas :and the lefler hilralfo,as in the reft, his glorious worke- 
manſhip appearcth, 


CAMangiae | 


noth, 


Verſ. 26. bile at yet be had not createdthe earth, nor the 
fielas, nor the height of the duft of the earth, 


Henexr (after mention of the earth made and perfited ) 

is the open field, or countrey, the plaine; or champion, 
which is fit for corne,praſſe,trauelling, carriage, &c, hee cal- 
leth theſe the heighr,or rop of the duit of the world, The word Reaſh, 
lignifieth the hrad, meanin g the moſt delicare or principall 
parts of the earth, which by a Mrnonymie; or Srakibeks; hav 
calleth che d##3 of the word. | bb 


K 4 Thus 
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Thus we ſce Chriſt preferring himſelfe in priority of time, 


and conſequently incuery other reſpeR before all creatures, 


where the principall thing which hee proſcflcth concerning 
himlelfe are his eternall communion with his father, who ever 
hath,and doth enioy him,and his chicfe poſſeſſion, and next his 
etervall deſignation to the officeof the Mediatorſhip: lafily, 
his eternall generationto be the ſonne of Ged. Wee ſee allo 
the creatures with whom he doth compare himſelfe,general. 
ly the whole carth,firſt imperfe,v.23.ſecondly finiſhed,y,26 
and perticularly the depthes, ſprings, hils, fields, &c, And all 
1511 eftc& as if he ſhould ſay, lehowahpoſſ-ſſed mein and before 
the begmning of his way : then when he begun to manifeſt and 
make himtclte knowne by the creation olihe world,before he 
wrought any of his workes, before hee could ſay| ther | that 
5, betore all time: and from the very beginning I was an» 
nointed,and ſer vp, kauing wonderfull power and authority 
with him : more perticularly, when there was yet nocarth, 
that is,no maſle of water,nor carth, which is the matter of all 
things ; before there was any depth, which is one part of that 
maſle, was I begotten : before there were any fountaines laden 
with water ; before the great monntaines, which are as it were 
the foundation ofthe dry land were fixed - and before the lef- 
ſer hils was / borne, and had my being ; befote the Lord had 
made the earth,or the fields abroad, and the moſt commodi- 
ous,delightfull and goodly places ofthe world. 


Verſ. 27. When he prepared the beanens, I was there : when 
he ſet a compaſſe on theface of the depthes., 

Verſ. 28. When hee eftabliſhed the clouds aboue : when hee 
eftabliſhedthe fountaiaes of the depth : 

Verlſ, 29. When he gaze to the ſea bis decree,that the waters 


ſpould not paſſe bis commandement: when he appointed the foun- 
dation of the earth. 


N the premiſes our Sauiour Chriſt declareth'thar hee in his 
exiſtence,nature,office, and perſon was eternally beforerhe 
creation,and intheſe verſes that he was preſent at the creati- 
| ©1998 wy _ 


Chap k. 
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on: wherein we muſt know that he was alſo anagent,and fel- 
Jow-worker with the father, and ſo much is teliifted in the 


Scripzures : for S. John ſaith, [» the beginning was that word, loh.r ,2.3, 


and that word was with God,and that word was God. The ſame 
was in the beginning with God, Allthings were made by it, and 
without it was made nothing that was made, And Saint Paxl 
agreeth with him in the ſame point : By hjm were all thin 


created that are in heaxen or earth, viſible or inniſitle, whether Col1.16.17. 


they be thrones,or dominions,principalities,or powers, all things 

were created by him,and far bim; and he u before all thin g5,and 
by him all things conſift. And herein herelateth the workes of 
God,firft,in the heaucn; ſecondly, in the aire ; thirdly, inthe 

waters; and laſtly, inthe carth. Touching the firſt, ic is ſaid 

that he prepared the heanens, viz,, Godthe Father both made 
and garniſhed them in a beautifull manner : and tor the large- 

neſle and circuit of them iris ſaid, hee ſer chem 10 compaſſe the 

face of the depth,viz.. to lurround and encompaſe all the infe. 

riour bodies, both of the watcr and carth; and of himſelfe,that 

he was there,notas an idle ſpeAator, but as a joynt-worker, as 

we haue alreadie proved, Touching the ſecond it is ſaid, that 

heeftabliſhed the clouds, viz. appointed and ſer them by the 

word of his power in the firmament, that they might not 

breake,nor fall downe, or be diſſolucd vntimely and vnſcaſo- 

nadlie, but keptand preſerued there, vntill hee would hauc 

them to powre downe their devv, or raine. 

Touching the third, he firlt mentioneth the waters within 
the earth,viz. the great depths, almoſt bottomlefle gulphes; 
and of theſe it is {aid,that hee efabliſhed the fountaines of the 
deepe keeping them within the bounds and compaſſes which 
he had ſet them below in the ground, and notto breake out 
immoderately,to the annoyance of the earth, for the vſe and 
benefit whereto they. were created : and ſecondly hee, ſpecifi 
eththe waters ypon the carth, to-which, becaule they would 
be yarulie,and ouerwhelme the dry land,and all the creatures 
ypon ic,he gaue bs; decree forthe bounds and lifts of the ſame, 
how farreit ſhould goe,and how farre icſhould nor goe,that 
the mers heralhouldno: paſſe his command, excred th 


Tob 3*.8, 
IG,ith, 
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limits wherewith he had bounded them : hee vſcth a Troſops. 
peia, aſcribing a perſon to the ſeas, and compareththemtg 
ſeruants,or ſubies which receive commands from their ſy. 

criour, The like ſaying is alſo yttered by the Lord himlelfe, 
in lob, Who hath ſhut vp the ſea with doores When it brake forth, 
45 if it had iſſued ont of the wombe ? when { brake vp for itm 
decreed place, and ſer barres and duores ; and [aid, Hiubery 
ſhalt thou come, and no further ; and heere/l all thy proud wan; 
be /tayed. Touching the laſt, it is ſaid, he appointed the founds. 
tions of the earth,viz,, made it ſo firme & (table,that it ſhoyld 

erpetually remaine immoueable, The ſenſe ot all this is,asif 
* ſhould haue ſaid, When /chowahb made and garniſhed the 
heauens,and ſet them as a circle drawne about the earth,then, 
and thete was I working and framing them with him : when 
hee faſtened the clouds aboue, and fountaines which are fo 
Rtrong, as, though the waters of the deepe bee great and vio- 


lent,yetare they not broken vp: likewiſe when hee made the 


ſeas, and appointed bounds and limits thereunto by a ſtatute 
and law, beyond whichit cannot paſſe, and when hee placed 
the earth, that, althoughit hang wonderfully vpon nothing, 
yer is ſo firmeand immoueable,as ifit were raiſed vpon a ſure 
and ſtrong foundation, anſwerable to rhe building : whenall 
theſe rhings were done, they, and there was ], not as to looks 
ypon them,bur to aſſociate the Father,and the' holy Ghoſtin 


working, 


Verſ,z0. Then was I by him, as one bronght vp with him: 
and I was daily his delight, rer-ycing alway before him, 
Verſ. 31. Retoyeing inthe babuable part of the earth :u) 
d:lights were in the ſons of men, 
H Auiog thus ſer forth and proued his eternity, he procee- 
derhto fer forth hisfeliciry, partly in the delight which 
he both gaue to his Pather,and receiued from him before the 
world: whereinalſois to beynderftocd tharthe holy Spirit, 
the third-perſon'in Tritiiry,communicateth with them both: 
and partly inthedelight which finterthe world was __—_ - 
x 
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raketh in the world generally, and ſpecially in the ſonnes of 

men, The former is ſet downe in borrowed ſpeeches, wherein Amor. 
applying himſelfeto our capacity, hee compareth himſelſe to herbs. 
an nurſling,ſmiling and laughing with his nurſe; and ro alit- keth, 

tle child, ſporting & playing before his father.The latter is ſer 
downe,firſt,in one of the ſame borrowed ſpeeches, /avghing, 

and ſporting in the habitwall part of the eavth, that is, raking 

pleaſure in the creatures, beholding therein the fruit of the 

molt abſolute wiſedome, power, and goodneſſe of the whole 

Trinitie, And ſecondly in plainer ſpeech, my delights, yea my Shagnaſhuge 
double delight is in the ſonnes of men, as they were all firft yas, 

formed and faſhioned in eAdam, bearing before his fall che 

fampe and print of Gods image,for wiſedome, holineſſe, and 
righteouſreſſe; and foreſceing, andpreorcaming that gloti. 

ous eſtate whereunto they were to be reftored-afrer mans fall, 

to bee made. ltke vnto himſelfe,. and to bee incorporated.into 

him, and with him, by the meric of his fuftcrings,2nd -obedi- 

ence, together wich the efhcacie of his fpirit, and grace to in- 

heric holineſſe, honour, and immortality for cucr, 


Verſ.32. Now therefore, O ye children, hearken tome : for 
bleſſed eve they that keepe my waies, 


V Iſedome hauing propounded her heauenly doQtine, 

commeth now to make yſc ob'it, and to:apply itby 
exhortation to her children. The ſummeof'her-exhoreation 
is,that foras muchas ſheceis{o excellent, as hath'been fore 
deliucred; thereforethey ſhould hearken-vnro her,and-walke 
in her waies; heare her doHtrine,and comimnueinher precepts, 


dud CF Adutie: | 
honey 4 tr Firſt, briefly fer downe. 


yon her propoſerh , A Then more at [large 
| {- :laidhforth. + +1! 


IC 


The dutieis briefly ſet downintheſe words; Afrohbillven, 
bearhen to mee ; the dutie isinferred yponthe premiſes, now 


thereftre: as ifhe ſhould haue ſaid, Wherefore, ſeeing the mat- 
ter 


Tiphragns. 


Proven. 
eer whereof 1 ſpeake is ſo excellent ; ſeeing all wiſedome, 
knowledge,counſell,Frengrh,&c. are mine,& 1 beftow then 
with riches,and honours alio on thoſe that loue mee, ſee 

T am the erernall Sonne of God, Creator of rhe world; per. 
fecily happy 1n my ſelfe,and yer delighting in the ſons ofmen, 
it concerneth you to hearken vnto me. 

Vnto this he addeth 8 reaſon taken from the effe, b/eſed 
are they that keepe my waies : which is an argument of greateſt 
weight and force that can be vied. For wharis itthat allmen 
ſeeke but happineſle? 


Verſ.33. Heare initrution,and be wiſe,reſuſe it not. 


H Auing thus briefly laid downe the exhortation, andthe 
promiſe; he amplifieth both : and firſt the exhorration, 
wherein he perſwadeth to three things : the firſt is, that wee 
heare inftrutt:on, becauſe they that will hearken to himault 
heare his inſtructions, yea rebukes and correRions alſo (if 
need ſo require) for herein eſpecially ſhe makerh triall ofour 
obedience. A baſtard will after a ſort ſometimes heare d6- 
Qrine and conſolation; bur he is a naturall ſonne of wiſdome 
that will hearken to her checkes and reproofes. The ſecondis, 
and bewiſe, which is the effet of Wiſdomes inſtruction, and 
reprehenſion : for the word of God is able tro make vs wiſeto 
faluacion ; and therefore aduiſing to be wiſe,he inciterh vsto 
thoſe meanes whereby we may atraine ynto wiſedome. The 
third is,refſe not;the word fignifieth both co pur away,and?s 
fall away, or to make adefeQion. lt is a great indignity offred 
vnto Wiſedome, to refuſe andpur her away, when ſhee offe- 
reth her ſelfe to ys in her inftruQtions, and worthie are theyto 
periſhin their follie that ſhall ſo doe : bur it is yet a more vi 
werthie thing, hauing in ſome ſort yeelded to her, to revolt 
from her,and cafther off; for ſhe neuer giueth ro any man the 
leaſt cauſe ſore deale with ber. 
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Ver. 34. Bleſſed « the mas that heareth mee; watching 
daily at my gates waiting at the poſts of my doorer, 


Erche amplifieth the promiſe, firlt affirming that hee is 
'L5/efedthatperformeth the dutic of hearing wifedome, 

which be proucth by the reward, inthe next verſe; and by the 
contrary inthelaft, And frſt, in this verſe hee defcriberh that 
attention and hearing of wiſedome by the-manner of it, pre- 
ſcribing rherein afſidu'ty , and continuall” atrendance by a 
compariſon taken from thecuſtome of clients and ſuters, who 
waite day by day,and houre by houre, at the gates. of Princes, 
Councellors,and other great men, to exbidue their petitions 
and to get their cauſes fauoured, heard, and ended, which is- 
the conſtant exerciſe of religious ſcruices.. 


Verl. 35. For who ſo findeth me, fudeth life ; and ſhall #b- 
taine fanour of the Lord. | PE 


_— reward promiſed to ſteh 2s hearkenvnto' wiſedome z 
forcheir bleſſedneſſeis- lifr it ſelfe, Hee: that findeth me 7 
which attaineth tothe: ſound and ſauing knowledge of mee 
with faith,and layeth hold on me by faith, and communica» 
teth of my graces by the ſpirit, fnderh /ife, viz; both enioyerh 
the certaine aſſurance and comfort of eternall-life z for, [ am, 


faith he,the reſurreftion and the life : 1 am the way, the truth, Joh. 1.25. 
and the life : he addeth that ſuch doe get fanour of the Lord, and Iob.14.16, 


which is the cauſe of life before pronnied, and the very life of 
life it ſelfe, according to the ſaying obDaxid, Thy loning hind- 
weſſe is better then life. 


Verſ, 36. But hee- that: ſonneth agaiaFfF. mee, Wrougeth bis 
one ſonle : all they that hate me,lowe death, 


| Ge hee both-cleerethand confirmedshis-Gormer pro- 
Lymiſe by the contrary ;:where finnin _ wiſedome, .. 
bs oppoſed to the hearkening to her,and fin 


ing of her... For 


142 , Provrenes, _ Chyy 
noman findeth her nor, but he th: ether wilfully refuſethts 
ſeeke her, or contumchouſly rececterh her, offering herſele 
ynto him : and wrong ing his owne ſonle, is oppoicd = 
of life : tor as the one is recompenced from Gods fiee giſt, 
the other is puniſhed for his owne deſert,and through his wi 
fulnes doth open iniuric and violence(as the wordimportal): 
vnto himſelfe, vnco bis life,vnto his ſoule, by throwing both 
ſoule and bodice headlong into perdition, ſo that hee mu 
needes be found acceſlarie to his owne death,deftrudtion, and 
damnation. The ſame in eftc& is deliuercd 1m other tearmeg, 
in the latter part of the verſe, where they that reie wiſdome 
are charged to bate her: (for indeed none but her enemies doe 
deny her entertainment) and they that labour not to findtha 
everlaſting life, haue this imputation laid ypon them by wiſt 
dome (who knoweth all things, and can bett iudge of every 
thing) to love death, which they doe in effec, though not in 
aftections : for they loue the poyſon of finne which will bri 

death,the eating whereof is as ſure as death :and in this 

the fondeſt parents which in extreame indulgence forbeareto 
giue their children correRion, are ſaid to hate chem, becauſe 


they doe the worke of hatred by negleRing the dutie of 


loue. 
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« His Chapter doth containe a brieferecapitul- 
tion or ſummarie a!mol? of all the former cight 
Chapters : containing, fiſt, the holy infirudt 
ons of wiſedome, in the perſon of a Princeſſ 

"7597 /at or great Lady making a frcnory Secondly, 
the deceiveable and enticing flatterir gs of finfulnes and folly, 
in the peron of a ſmooth and guilefull halot. 
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Verſe 1. Fiſedome bath built ber houſe, and hewen out ber 


ſenen pillars, 


I or wiſedomes]viz., The moſt abſolute and 
V ſoucraigne Wiſedome, the Lord Iefus Chriſt, whois 
the perfet wiſedome of his Father, (hath bwilt her houſe )cthar 
is,the Church, which is ſocalled, r.Tim.z.15.(and bewen out 
her ſenen pillars )thatis,hath moſt firmely founded,and perpe- 
tually ſupporteth it with his owne hand : whichis more pow- 
erfull for ic, then many pillars and buttreſſes are to ſuſtaine a 
materiall building : whereby alſo is intended, that the Chur- 
ches ſafetie is accompamied with beautie, as hauing pillars 
hewen out and poliſhed,and not madeof rough ſtones with- 
out garniſhing. And this the Lord doth,andpubliſherh, that 
his people ſhould ſeek and ſerve him with boldnes, and hope, 
without dread of danger or contempr, as being called vnto a 
place {o ſure and glorious, 


Verſe 2. She hath killed her vittuals mingled ber wine, and 


prepared her table. 


Ention was made before of wiſedomes houſe, and the 

ftreogch of ir: and here of her hoſpitalitie and houſe- 
keeping in it ; where heau&ly things are repreſented by carth= 
ly,and che bountie and magnificence of the Lord,by the plen- 
tifull prouifion of a liberal feaſt-maker. For the graces of his 
opirit, by the miniſterie of the word, are compared todaintie 
meates, and delicious wines, either ſpiced, or mingled with 
choice kindes of coole waters, wheteby inthoſe hot countries 
they were much refreſhed, Whereunro is added the circum- 
ſtance of readineſſe; that there needeth no tariance orflong 
waiting. but al things are in order, and commodiouſly prepa- 
redfor preſent refelion of the gueſts. Our Saviour, Chriſt 
mtereth a ike parable in the Goſpell with the fame circum- 
lance ſaying, Telthem which ave biddew; Bebold,l hawe pre- 
pered #7 damer; mine oxen,and my fatlings are killed, and all 
things are 14d : come onto the mariage, This iuſtration 
5 j L 
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the Goſpel _ reſemblance of a ſumptuous feaſt,anddiin. 
s frequent in the Scriptures both as well intheolf 
Teſtament as in the new : as for example,we may readeinthy 
prophecic of ſarah : I» this manntaive (meaning his Churd, 
according as he doth in thisplace)ſhallthe Lord of beafzmay 
ro all peopic a feaſt of fat things; a feaſt of wine on the lan 
fat things full of marrow,of wine on the leeswellrefin.d,” 


Verſe 3. She hath ſent foorth ker maides,and crieth vynth 
bighef} places of the citie, 


N the former words was ſhewed what preparation wiſdon 
4 made for her feaſt at home, and in thefe what courſe ſhes 
keth to inuite the gueſis abroad, Her maides are ſent forthy 
meſſengers into the ſitreers,and gates and marker place,whid 
copunonly are frequented with greateſt multicude and con- 
courſe of people, to call as many as they can meete withznot 
that maides or matrons or any women arc allowed to be mis 
niſters : buthe proſecuteth the allegorie, euery parr of it cot 
reſpondent & futable to other. As Chriſt himſelte, vnderflood 


by wiſcdome, is compared to a Ladie: ſo his Prophets, Ap 
files,Paftors,and Teachers,are reſembled to maides,whichin 
regard of ſex are moſt meetc to waite vpon women, Fortin 
that place of Matthew where hee is faid to be a King,rhatis 


the fealt-maker, his meſſengers are termed men-ſeruants,anl 
not majdes or women, 


Verſe 4. hs ſo is ſmple let him come hither and to him tht 
55 deſtitmte of wiſedome ſhe ſpeaketh, 


HE: is adeſcription of the gueſts þ be meet for this ſeal 


L. Awhich jn ſhew ſceme moltvnmeete, as being moſt 
like the miſtreſſe ofthe feaſt : and theſe are fimple perſons,de* 
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of knowledge, and the weight of their i ,and leave 
no longer on worldly wiſedome. For their caſe doch moſto! 
all ;cequire ſupplic coalideriag their necefſitie, and chele bor 


moſt greedily (as Tmayſay) deuoure and. eate of wiſedomes 
delicate 1n ions, and none will be more rhankfull ro ac» 
knowledge her fauours then they,as finding her ſo gratious 
and mercifull voto them : contrary rothe'contrary ſort of ig- 
norant perſons, whoſe blindnes cauſeth chem to thinke that 
they are not blinde : and their affamiſhment hath vrrerly kil- 
ledtheir appetites, ſo that their ſoules doe loathe and abhorre 
all holes foode; and therefore they take them for their 
greateſt enemies, who offer any reliefe vnto them. 


Verſe 5, Come and eate, and drinks of the wine that I bane 
mixed, 


= exhortation which Wiſedome vttered by her maides 
is againe repeated, to expreſſe the ſerious; defire and true 
meaning ofthe mefſengers,and miftris in calling ofthe gueſts; 
and co lee them know alſo that as they are bidden by way of 
inuication, ſo they are commanded by way of ſummons, and 
therefore to addrefſſe themſclues thereunto with all expedi- 
tion, And becauſe it is not their preſence onely that is _ 
red, bur a profitable yſe-making ofthe vndeſeruced fauourt 

is Cevads vato:thern, therfore they are before hand informed 
to what end they are ſent for; tocate and drinke ofthe deli- 
cates prepared : which is to recciue the merits and youu of 
Chriſt, with che promiſes of God, and to make them their own 
by faith, and perticular application. 


Verſe 6, Forſakg the feoliſb,and line ye ,andwalks in the way 
, of Wiſedonues | | 


Ow ſhegiueth rules of direRion to thera that were cal- 

led,the better to fir them forher familic : as firſt fortheir 
companie, that ſince they are to haue ſocictie with the Saints 
Inthe Charch, they are to ſeparate themſclues from the ſinners 
of the world. Whereunto ſhe perſwadeth them bythe good 
eſe enſuing, thac the gaine of everlaſting life will counter- 
wilcaad uerpoil thelofſe of all woolly and ſbly ends 
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The other isfor conuerſation, that for; as much, 
to.dwell with wiſedome (for all the gueſts aredomeſiica 


of the houſhold) that therefore all their waies and beluuian 
be holy and agreeable to wiſedome, : 
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Verſ. 7. Hethatribubeth a ſcorner, purchaſeth tobimſeh 
ſhame : he that rebuheth the wicked getteth bimſelfe a blot, 


H Itherto hath been ſhewed how the meſlage of ſaluatia 
was ſent by Chrift, and brought by his Miniſters : now 
here is declared how it is received of the people. And firſt, he 
bringeth ſuch as be vncapable of it,namely,deſperate widkel 
men, being alcogether incurable, whom the Scripture tear- 
meth ſcorners. Andtheſe will artempt to blemiſh andſhane 
all choſexhar ſhall admoniſh them, As charging them ſome. 
times with arrogancie, malice, indifcretion and bypocrife: 
ſometimes with ſ{chiſme, ſedition, covetouſnefle, and othe 
miſdemeanowrs: and if theſe imputations can rake nohold 
en them,as grounded on no probability, then they fallypon 
their meanc eſtate, and parentage, and educarion z/ for ſothey 
dealt with the Lord Tefus Chriti himſelfe :Mart.1 9,35 lrun 
this the Carpenters Son, not his mother called Marie? | 


Verſ.$. Rebake not a ſcorner, ff be bite ther,che, 


N the former verſe was ſhewed, how ſcorners vſcro ded 
with them that rebuke them) : and here the holy Ghoſttes 
cherth how, wermnR drale with ſcorvers) namely, ſihence we 
ſhall needleflelic ftirrevp hatred againft our ſelues,/ andpey 
forme no good tothem, that therefore wee defilt from them, 
 anclecrhem alone. Wherein notwirtiGanding goed diſfrgd- 
on is to be-vied tharnanewhichmay bee corrigsble beetcit 
ed foradcorner;buckuchasvpon tnfficient trial kave deels 
redthemſeturs by 4 caminnectobflinacie to be (And int 
eaſc alkwrh6nghpricate reprovſcs are10 bee ſpated; yer ini 
they publikely be putfoed by the mimifirie; and cenſured by 
the Chyich, and panaſhed by the: Magdirave,;; For ivit > 


Verſe 8 
that the 
rebelli 


trolem 


Verſe 8.9.10. PrxovaRys. _ uh 

that their contemptuouſneſſe ſhould purchaſe fauour tortheir 
rebellion, and liberty for them to finne freely without con+ 
trolement? As the exampleof their licentiouſneſle and obſti- 
nacie is a precedent of cuill to many, ſolerthe troke of their 
puniſhment and diſgrace be aterrour to all, | 


Verſ. 8. But rebuke a wiſe man,and he will lone thee, 
g. Gize admonition to the wiſe and he will be thewiſer : teach 
arighteons man,and be will encreaſe in learning. 


Ow he commeth onthe contrary fide tro commend the 
| | prin wen hearers of Wiſedome, vpon whom good lefſ- 
ſons are well beſtowed, Andthey are deſcribed, firtt by their 
willing — of inltruQtion, thatthey loue them the ber= 
ter that ſhall dcaleplainely withthem. Secondly,by the good 
ve they make of it, encreafing both in knowledge andpra- 
Qiſcof vnderſtanding,and therefore are called wiſe and righe | 
teous, For in a ſeaſonable andfaithfull reproofe,aman of wiſe 
dome will diſcerne the loue and vpright afteftion of the re- 
prouer, who wiſherth ſo wel ynto him, as that he will conceale 
nothing fromhim,which may tend to his hurt; and theretore 
dereteth whatſoeuer perill his ſoule is in, and the miſchiefe 
thatis like to befal him touching his eftare or credit,or ought 
elſe thar is deere ynto him, And conſequently emertaining ſo 
good an opinion of him chat beftoweth the admonition, hee 
t WE muſt needs valuc his counſel! accordingly, and make his beſt 
| benefit thereof with conſtant progrefle in ſound tudgement 
- 


and goodnefle, 


Verſ.10, The beginning of wiſedome is the fears of the Lord, 
" WH end rbe knowledge SE men RT F | 
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' | fs; ſomuch commended Wiſedome and ſoearnefi 

perſwaded men ynto it,he ſheweth now Whereinit dorh/ 
Wy confilt tharmenmight not be deceived by the counterfeit co- 
' WH lourof ir, deſcribing its” | | | ; 
| WY Kb, bythe marter;charis, erus piety and reſigion, calle@ 
| L 2 common- 


1%4 Proverss. .. Chas roſe 
comonly in the word, the feare of God, becauſeitis anelſens/ grow 
tiall part thereof: andthis isnort a caſe-contingent,astheugh afcert 
wiſedome and piety might ſometimes concurre in _— eurity 
and ſometimes bee difſcuered : bur neceſſaric and 
the one being alwaies the beginmupg of the other, | 

Secondly,by the manner,that is,not the knowledge of nz. 
turall things that is in Philoſophers:nor the knowledge ofti. 
uill affaires that is in Polititians : nor the hiftoricalland anj- 
ficiall knowledge of points of oy thatis in hypocrites; 
bur the mytticall knowledge of the myſteries of (aluation, 
which: the tpirit of God doth reueale ro the hearts of Chrifli 
ans. Whereas the holy Ghoſt ſpeakethat large in the Epiſile 
ro the Corinthians, Chap, 2.9. 10.11, The thingswhichq1 
bath not ſcene, neither eare hath heard, neither came intoman 
heart are which God hath prepared for them that lone bim,Im 
Godhath renealed them unto vs by bus ſpirit, ' 


Verſ.1 1. For thy daies ſhall be multiplied by me,and the yer: 
of thy life ſballbe augmented, | 


12. If thou bee wiſe, thou ſhalt bee wiſe for thy ſelfe : andif 


thow be a ſinner thou alone ſhalt ſuffer... 
. Frer the deſcription of wiſedome,. whereby it may bet 
rightly diſcerned,is here propoſed the profit and rewatd 
of it, whereby weareperſwaded to imbrace it: andthatis, 
Firſt, in a peculiar, namely, long life: which is not ſotobee 
ynderſtood as though it were perpetual, and ſo of abſoJutene- 
cefſity : for then good men muſt grow to be old men, andall 
which die young, ſhould die al. of and damned 7 but that 
God haththe keeping of their lives in ſwch good fafety'ss 
they ſhall never be ws A away before due ſeaſon : they 
not die ſo ſoone, as that it would bee better for themro live 
longer : nor live ſo long,as that it might be hustfull they died 
not ſooner. The point doth Elipbax.crulic expoundto Teband 
all other rightcous perſons: Iob 5- 26. T how ſpals goetotly 
Lrane in afullage,as a crop of corne commeth.ins due ſeaſon int 
te beree.. Now all graine i6.00t of oquall proportoo® 


roſets. Paovenns.' 149 
growch: ſome is ſowne before ochers, and yet is cut downe 
af;crthcm : ſome is ſowne after others, and commeth to ma- 
eurity before them:ſo that good husbands diſpoſe not of their 
haruclt by meaſure of time, bur by theripeneſle oftheir corne: 
and two extremities they prouidently auoide; neither too 
haſtily to inne the fruites of their fields or trees, for ſo they 
would wither away: neither to deferre the gatheriog of them 
after they bee ripe, for ſo they would drop off, and ſhed,and 
ow to rottenneſfle, Afterwards he declareththe recompence 
of wiſdome in generall: that the poſſeſſhon and praQtiſe there 
ofis not onely a ſeruice to God, nor alone for his ſake ſo often 
requixcd : but redoundeth alfo tothe pom of them that bee 
owners andperforimers of it. Andto this is oppoſed the con. 
trary tate of thoſe peruerſe and wilfull ſcorners, that howſoe- 
er their defire and purpoſe isto doe miſchiefe to others, yet 
all cheir malice returnerh on their owne heads, 
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Ver', 13. Afoeliſh woman is alwaies babling, ſhoe is igno« 


; rant and knoweth notbing. 


—_ much hath been ſpoken of wiſdoms wholſome ban- 
quet, which the Lord to that end P—_ that wee 
might be allured vntoit. Now followeth thefeaſt of Folly, 
which ſhe maketh ro the end, that ſhe may poyſon her gueſts, 
and God diſcouereth, for this purpoſe that wee might auoid 
it. And here, as alſo in that which followeth, ſhee is deſcribed 
by her qualities and behauiour,carrying theright ſtampe and 
| print of an harlot, One thing is, thac ſhee is giuen to much 
| talke,ro make a noiſe: which was the note of the whoriſh woe» 
| 
| 


man, Chap.7.11. The meaning here is,that finfulneſſe.and Sa» 

tan,by the mouthes of finfull perſons, doe pretend many rea- 

| ſons tojuſtifie any wicked cauſe, and vie cunning peiſwaſions 
todraw men thereunto; as the ynchaſt woman doth flow 
withentifing ſpeeches, And though ſhe haue a Jauiſh tongue, 
wee know (according as wee vie to ſay ) that none isſo 

as blind Bayard. The drift is, that the fators for follie, 
ſachas labour topromote fin, be viterly defititure of ſaving 


3 ynder- 


Ciſſae. 
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vnderftanding, which was called before, the kno 


holy men, 


Verſ.14. She ſitteth at the deore of ber houſe, 4 ſeateiatl 


Ve 
bigb places of the City, wer 5s 
T_T E continueth ill the altegorie,reſembling wickedaek k 

to an harlot, whoſe property is co, bee abroadinthe 
frcets to meet with companions, andto entice men to ſollg wiſec 
by her lookes and behaujour : which alſo finne doth byby Le 
ſubrilties ro ſeduce mens ſoules. And yet ſhee goeth noraw pra 
ordinarie ftrumpet,or a vagabond, but taketh ſtate yponher ding, 
like a courtizan. She fitteth on a ſeate in the ſirecy, whichws nor| 
wontto be a ſigne of honour, As [ob 29.7. #hen {went kno\ 
zo the gate, throggh the City, when / prepared my ſeate mth thou 
freet, Andthe word fignifiectha throne or chaire of eſtate, are c 
which was for Princes,or principall perſons, and not for men allur 
of meane condition : whereby the holy Ghoſt intimateththa then 
finne ſeduceth not onely by OT and ſubrill allurement faſt, 
but by high place,and great countenanc, as hauing many No- holy 
bles,and great Potenratesto be her agents. keez 
way 
Verſ. 15. Tocallthew that paſſe by the way, that gee right tire 
on their way. 
-\ 
His is che end and purpoſe ef her being inthe fircets, To 
doe miſchiefe there: not onelyto confirme and harder T 
fuch as bee already entred into leaud courſes, but to pervert 
and draw away thoſe that be enclined ro any goodvefle. As ligl 
Saint Pereyobſerued : 7hey ſpeake great ſwelling Words of us me 
mity, elluring through the Luſts of the fleſh, through much wan+ 
ronneyſe theſe rhat were cleane eſcaped from them thar live ner» WW be 
rowr,promiſing them l-berty, and they s are ſernants the 
ef corrupteon, For whiles the diuell boldech wicked mea falt Ei 
in their wickednefſe, heedoth but as were keepe his owne, tie 
which like tro xame fowles are alwaies.readie at: his hand a0 b 


doc what be will with, but when ibeedraweth meg ofbavet 
| hopes 
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into his ner,he ſeemerhtomake 4 of Gods game, 


fo carchtharwhich was erft flowne him, 


Verſ. 16. 1h ſo is fanple, tet bins come hither and whoſoe« 
wer is voide of underftanding to hims ſhe ſpeakerh, 


VViz ſo is ſimple, 8c.) That is, which being ignorant 


diſcerneth not his blindnefſe, but hath conceite of 
wiſedome and knowledye, | 
Let him come hither, &c. | To the companie, counſell, and 
practiſe of Follie. end ro him that is deftitute of vnderflan- 
ding ſhe ſpeaketh,viz., that haue no knowledge of their owne, 
nor bee willing to goero Wiſedomes houfe to gerany. Shee 
knoweth that fillie men ( deuoide of heauenly knowledge al- 
though they abound with naturall wit, and fleſhly policie) 
are cafily entreatedto hearken to her perſwafions, and to bee 
alluredto her baites: and therefore direQeth her ſpeech to 
them with yndoubred of ſucceſſe, both'to rake, to hold 
faſt, and to kill chem © whereas thoſe which arc indued with 
holy wiſedome will either ſbpe& her inchanting call, and 


keepe off farre from her, or elſe breake herner, and eſcape a- 
way vpon the fighr of theirperill, norwithſtanding thatſome- 
times they beinſnared by her 


-Verſ. 17. Stollen waters are ſweet,and hid bread is pleaſant. 


His verſe containethan cuent that followeth their yecl- 
oy to Follies allurements, that acthe firſt they find de- 
light andpleaſure,and great contentation in their entertaine- 
ment, 
He alludeth,as it ſeemerh,torhe diſorders that are wont to 
bein harlots houſes, wherein atthe meeting of companions 
vie to haue a feaft,andall rheprovifion is offtollen Ruike, 
ther ſeruants filch from cheir maſters , or otherwiſe they 
ficals from their neighboars,hennes, and geeſe, and duckes. 
andconnies, and yeniſon,and ſuch things as they can-come 
dy : which is called his food, becauſe as they carmoriuftific it, 
L 4 © 
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ſo they darenotlet it be ſcene, bur dreflle it covertly, anda 
it ſecretly in the midti of the night.ta the mott inwerdind 
cloſeſt roome of the whole houſe. And whatſoever is ſo 


ten,andiheremade ready is very delicious vntothem though 
it were but bread and.water, — 


Verſ.18. P.#t hee knowe'h not that the dead are there; al 
that her guefts are in the depth of bell, #j 

Ere followeth another euent enſuing vpon the former; 
H:. as they had pleaſure ar the firſt, ſo they muſthaie 


paieat the laſt ; as their entertainment was with delight, o 
ſhall cheir reckoning be with defiruction, It is ſaid, behwollh 
wor : that is,cuery.one of chem that bee tractable to her cdl, 
haue the perill of their ſtare hid from their eyes. 
T hat the dead are there,&c, ]Thatall that give themſeloes 
to ſuch courſes are'ſtrangers from the life of God, andinthe 
power of the firſt dearth; and in the depth of hell, thatis, are u 
certaine ro bee damned in the world to come ( valeſſe God 
giue them repentance.) as if they were already in hell fire. 
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Trr PARABLES OF C6 ESHf6K, 
; Verl. 1. Awiſe ſon meheth a glad Father ; but «fooliſh ſo? 


is « beauineſſe to-his motber, 


CASI SG Arables.)That is, wiſe & grave ſentenceswills 

pou vo J;2 ten by Salomon, bur inſpired by the ſpirit of 
S211 1 God, forcheinformation of the mind, andthe 
£7 4 B/ inſticucion of the life, according ro-the ruleFof 
; x Wiſcdome, Tuftice, andPiery, Theothernine 
Chapters being prefixed as apreface to theſe, contained acott 


tinued diſcourſe, wherein the commendation of — 
andthe exhortations to many good duties were pr ih 
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with variety of arguments : whereas 1n theſe that follow, for 


| the moſt part, are lec downe briete ſayings, cuery verſe almoſt 


comprehending a whole poigr in it (lie, oor- growing vpon 
dependance of that which wen before, nor miniſtring the oc« 
calion of that Mhich commeth atter. Yer ſometimes it falleth 
out otherwiſe, and diuers yerſes together haue dependance- 
one with another,as will appeare in ſome place of this preſent. . 
Chapter. A wiſe ſonne,that is,a yertuous and towardly ſonne; 
or daughter, mtheth 4 ap father, or morher : and a fooliſh. 
ſonne, that is,a ſrotull a ——_ child, « an beanineſſe, 
and griefe to his mother or facher : yet ic is not without cauſe 
that the mother is rather put in che latter clauſe, then the fa- 
ther: for that ſex is the weaker, and more impatient-of ſucha 
crofſe ; and vſually contempruous children be bolderto con- 
temne the mother then the father, as Chap. 15.20. e-Ffouliſh 
man deſpiſerh his mather;as Rebeccah was moretroubled with 
Eſauthen [ſaac was: and very often the mothers by roo much 
indulgence and fondnefſe are meancs of their childreos vices; 
and ſo it is ſaid, A child ſer at hherty mekgth bis worher aſha- 
med: Chap.29.1y. 1 onda gs | 7 


Verſ. 2, The treaſures of wickedneſſe Jocebb ; bus 
righteowſneſſe deliwereth from death. et Ht by 


6 treafures of wickedneſſe. ] Thatis, the greateſt abun- 
dance of wealth which is evill gotten, andeuill vcd, or 
policfied by an cuill owner, profit norbing : doc him no good 
at ay time; bur leaſt of all at his death, or in time'of miſery ; 
for ſoir is intended by the Antithefis,and expreſſed, Chap.1r, 
M- Ricbes 4#4i/e not inthe day of wrath, but 4 xray 
tat is, yprightnefſe ofheart,and;bolineſle of behauiour, defi 
ny from death;that is,from deſiruQtion,and all other hurt- 
angers. Vac nog by any merit of man, bur bythe mercy 
of Go:l through Tef whe tar By which — Wiſe man 
would have it inferred, that the moſt proſperous ſucceſle of 
finfullmen in their fintull waies, akhough never ſa gaivefull, 
doch proue at ths lair be nothing won: forvbeir greateſt 


getting 
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gerting (if ir were of pretiousiewels, asmany as would ill 
trealurie) is inſufficientto ward off, andrco fence themfiog 
the violence of miſery when ir ſhall affaulr them, ortoceg- 
firme their hearts ſo 2s they may bee able to ſuſtaine theforg 
therof,and that contrarily well doing;grace,and a good con. 
ſcience (howſoeuer they feeme for atime tobe a needleſſ, 
diſgraccfull,and troubleſome burthen)ycra ſeaſon will come, 
the vie of them will be ſeene and enjoyed, when no 

or armes, no ſwerd, ſhield, helmet, þreftplace, or themof 
compleat armour of proofe, ſhall ſo much beſtead a ſouldie 
inthe heate of the battell, as theſe will helpe the heartofs 
Chriſtian with comfort, and his ſoule with fafety, when heeis 
beſet abour withperils,or muſt depart with his natural life, 


Vetſ.3. The Lordwill not fannſh the ſowle of the rightenn 
but he caſteth away the ſubſtance of the wicked. 


bs words be inferred ypon the former, as an anſwereto Þ 
; afecrev obieRion that might hee made. againſt them! 
Why ſhould it beethought that men getng good; by gaths 
ring richesin what manner ſoeuer? They ſtand themin ſtead 
in time of dearth and ſcarcity; whew'others that wantthem, 
chough never ſo iuſt,arelikero periſh, Now here he ſhewet 
the caſeto be otherwiſe. Good men are not vnprouidedet 
foode becauſe chey are vnfurniſhed with wealth:'and 6a 
menhaGeno affurance ofprouiſion thou whey have rich: 
for the Lord will not famiſh the ſonles of the righteous, that's 
will aor ſufferrhe menchemſelues co arue, thoughthey haut 
neuer ſo licele ::Bu# will caft away the ſubFtance of the wick! 
that is, he will deprive them ofthe poſſeſſion, or ye, or vere 
of jewhentheyarcinigreateft bod | 


£ 


{ / Verſe $i Aubcoirflull hand maker poore': bir-the hand of 
wh err herb poore 


Hisyerſealſo containethan atifivere to anocherobie8- 
- on; which might riſe out of the words — 
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ing before. If food and maintenance bethe gift of God, and 
they that have lite ſhallbe kepr from want, &rhey thathave 
greac ſtore ſhall be ripe of all ; ro whar end ſhould mentra. 
uaile and rake paines? the witeſt way is to giue ouer all fa. 
bour, Now this he refuceth by CW ty whereby 
righteous men vſe to receive this foode_and proviienfrom 
Gods hand, and that is by ſedulirie and diligence in their vo- 


cations, And therefore he demonftraterh che contrarie eFes 


of contrarie men; namely,of fforhfull perſons, and fuchas be 
induſtrious and painſull. Slothfull perſons fall into ewo euils : 
the one is the practiſe of deceirfulnes, called here adeceiefyll 
hand: the other is the burchen of pouerty, whichis a puniſh- 
mentinflited ypon chem both for fraud andidleneſſe, They 
thatbee diligence haue their rewardycelded yntothern, chit 
they chrive and proſper by the labour of their hands:& theugh 
their wealch bee not ſo great in quantitie, yet the ſmalneſſe 
thereof is recompenſed in quality and good vle of it; and 
therefore is called, pretions riches, Chap. t2. 27. And fothey 
haue nexther need nor diſpoſition to giue themfelues rode- 
ceirfull ſhifts, as ſluggards, 


Verſe 5. Hee that gathereth FR ſummer i24 ſonne of 1ndev« 
Sanding : and he that ſleepeth in harueſt is a ſoune of confuſion. 


He drift of theſe words is to teach mer» to redeeme the 

time,and make the bet} aduanzage of che ſeaſons, compan 
ring opportunitie to ſummer or harueſt, when the fruits of the 
earth are ripe, and readie to be gathered; and the perſons to 
whom it is offered, to husbandmen that have commodities 
growing inthe fields. And therefore as we, indpe him prudemt 
which ſo Rirreth himſelfe, and hafteneth bis copleto cut 
downe his.come,andeo innevewhenit is ri os the weather 
sſznable:ſoGod bere callerh him a ſonne of vrderſian- 
ding;that is, a wiſe man, which «#kerh time while time ſer« 
veth, for any good purpoſe and occ#on. And as the world 
ciethfieon him char thin harueli,chatis,dothno more 
kbourorlooke co bis attaizes,then the were GREY 

an 
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and ſo ſuſtaineth the lofle of all his crop,by meanes whereof 
he ouerthroweth the tate of all his familie : ſo the Lord tear. 
meth him a ſonne of confuſion,or which bringeth confuſion, 
that is to ſay,miſerie and ſhame ypon himſelfe and his friends, 
which ftriueth not to take his part of Gods bleſſing in due 
ſeaſon, 


Verſ.6.Bleſſings are vpen the head of the righteous : but ink. 
quitie ſball coner the month of the wicked, 


Biz; That is, all kinde of happincſle, eucry good gif 
of God thar is fit for them, as peace, plentie,prace, and 
health,&c. All ſhall be ypon the head of the righteous : men 
ning vpon the whole ſaule and body of eucry faithfull helie 
man. And they are faid to be onthe head, becauſe they come 
downe from Load light as it were vpon the head, andſo 
deſcend tothe other parts. Bur iniquitie, the yengeance of 
God executed for violence and finne, ſhall couer the mouth 
of the wicked,ſhall take away all excuſes and defences from 
him. Now here is ſomewhat ynderſtood inthe former clauſe, 
and expreſſed in the latter: and ſomewhat vaderſtood in the 
latter, and ſupplied in the former. Bleſſings are vpon the head 
ofthe righteous, and therefore doe open his mouth, v:x.to 
praiſe God,and maintaine his owne innocencie: and judge- 
ments (called here violence or iniquity, by a mweronymic of the 
—_—_— yponthe head of the wicked, and fo cloſe yp their 
mouth. 


Verſe 7. The memorial of the inſt ſhall be bleſſed: but the 
ware of the wicked ſball rat. . 


Ta is one particular of the blefſings mentioned ih the 
former verſe, that that which is neercſt to:aman,as his 
name, (hal! be in eſtimation,and good account; The remem- 
brance and mention ofhim being abſenc aliue,and when heis 
dcad,ſhall be acceprable, and with his praiſe and commends- 
tion: But che name ofthe wickedis curſed, and therefore bad 

in 
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inhatredand deteftation, euen as much loathed as the flinke 
of his carcale, that lieth rotting inthe grave, All the contu- 
melies wherewith the godly are purſued, take no effeR againſt 
them, to worke their perperuall diſhonour :and albeit for a 
time,chrough ſlanders, columniations,and ſcoffes, they are a- 
mong the ſonnes of Belial, baſe and vile perſons, much vilified 
and contemned yet no reports,or imputations,noieſts or de= 
rifion can make them contemptibie : hee that decked chem 
with the light of grace, maugre the malice of the diuell,and all 
their aduerfaries, will alſo adorne them with the brightnes of 
glorie,wharpraRtiſes ſacner there be to keepe them in obſcu- 
ritie and reproch.Who of all Gods people which commit their 
waies vnto the Lord,according to his precept,haue not at the 


firſt, or at the laſt, either ſooner, or later, their righteonſneſſe Plal.37,6. 


brought foorth as the light, and their indgement, as the noone 
day,according to his promiſe? Andin like manner,all the ap= 
plauſes which arc giuen to vnworthie men, the great boaſts 
thatare made ofchem, well neere yniuerſally by che mouthes 
of all. euery man magnifying them with praiſes, as ſometime 
they did the falſe Prophets,and Pharifies; yet he will ſo dete& 
their vicious behauiour,and make them appeare ſo odious, as: 
that either inchepreſent, or furure ages, they ſhallbe a pro= 
verbe of obloquie tor if it fall not out ſooner, their ſhame will 
beimmeaſurable at the day of the Lord, and ſo ſhall be honor 
of the righteous, 


| Verſe8, Thewiſdin heart will revies commandements : but 
the fooliſh in talke ſhalt be beaten. | 


[He wiſe in heart, &c.) That is; fuch'ashaue ſauing knows 
ledge, and conſcience, willreceine commandements, will- 
heare and obey the word of God withour replies and cavils- 
againſt it ; bur rhe foolſh in talke, hethac abaſerh his lippes to 
murmuring and friuolous obieQions, ſhell be beaten, hee is; 
ſhall beplagued for bis contempt, 
The {caſe will be plains, if the ſupply be Tag 


LS 
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ſes of the oppoſition, in this manner : the wiſe in heart will 
readily receiue commandements, and therefore ſhall be re. 
warded : but the fooliſh in heart will be fooliſh in ralke tors. 
jet commandements, therefore hee ſhall be puniſhed; The 
obcdient may expe ſuch intreatie as diligent and faithdull 
ſeruancs receiue from the hands of kinde and good makers; 
and ſuch as ſhift off all ſervices with obieQions, replies, and 
p—__ ſhal be vſed like to contumacious and ftubborne 


ond{laues. 


Verſe 9. Hee thatwalierh vprightly walketh boldly : but be 
that pernerteih his waies ſhall be knowne. 


HE that walketh vprightly,) That is, doth carefully looke 
to his waies with an honeſt heart : walkerh ſwrely,havi 

both the affeRion,and ground,and effects of Chriſtian bold- 

nefle:but be that pernerteth his waies :that is,doth allow him- 

ſelfe in any courſe, though neuer ſo ſecretly : ſhall be krowne; 

his fins ſhall be deteRed. : | 

The ſenſe of the whole verſe may bee thus expreſſed: Hi 

that walketh vprightly, walketh ſurely ; becauſe is faithfulnes 

ſhall be knowne to his praiſe: And he chat pernerteth hiswainy, 

watketh dangerouſly ; becauſe his leaudnes ſhall be knowneto 

Eccle.1 3.13.14 his ſhame, Letys (faith Eccleſiaſtes) feare God and keepe hi 

commanadements : for this is the whole man. For God will bring 

every worke unto indgement : with enery ſecret thing whether it 

1:Cor.4.9, Se goodoremill. The Lord when be commeth (faith Sainc Pan!) 

will lighten things that are bid in darkneſſe, and make the coun- 

ſels of the heart manifeſt : and then ſhall enery man bane praiſe 

of God. Both theſe holy writers are ſo to be ynderftood,that 

all the goodnes of the good ſhall be reueiled ynto their praiſe, 

and none of their _ ons : andall the vices of the wicked 


diſcouered to their 10n,and none of their good workes 
for approbation. # 


Verle 


— 
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Verſ.19. He that winketh with the eye Worketh ſorrow : and 
he that is fooliſh in talke,ſhall be beaten. | 


His confirmeth the latter clauſe of the former verſe, That 

they thar-peruerr their waies ſhall bee knowne, though 
they docir never ſo ſecretly, which is meant by the winking 
of the eye, Yet by this it ſhall appeare that it is knowne, be- 
cauſe it ſhall be puniſhed. For as they praQiiſe miſchiefe a- 
gainſt others, and many times worke them ſorrow : fo they 
certainly bring miſchiefe on their owne heads, and procure 
ſorrow to their owne ſoules, And yet all winking isnot con- 
demned : bur that which readeth to hurt, when men winke 
wiles, The Apoſilebeckned or winked at /ohx thar he ſhould 70h,; 2.247 
acke who it was that ſhould' betray Chriſt, and yet this was 
well done of hm; for he ſhewed  reucrend regard of Chriſt, 
that he would not be loud and audacious'in his preſence, Tf 
they pervert their waies openly by being fooliſh in ſpeech, o+ 
pen iudgement ſhall be executed ypon them for their open 


hanes,and thereby their mouthes ſhall be Ropped. 


_— 


Verſe 11. The month of a righteous man ita welſbring of 
life : but mrquitie conereth the month of the wicked, | 


N Iſrael, and in the countries bordering ypon it, ie was a 

great bencfir ro hatte wels of water; borh for the yſe of men 
and of the cattet], and cherfore thingy of gteat accouncbe mas 
dy times compared to chem in'the Seripttires, arid heere the 
moutt-of a righreous'man is ſo called in # double refpe;borh 
for the conſtancie of good conference (according ro the fimi- 
brude,for ſuch ſprings as were continuzll,and would hold out 
# well in fommeras inwinter, were faidrobe welsof 7 
witer: Gen,26:19.49 alſo, and 'efpectally for rhe good efted, - 
that they bee inftruments ſomenimes to beger, and vſbally'to | 
eonfirme and refieſhithe life of the ſoil, The latter part of | 
tieverſe hach been expoundedinthe fxth verſe,” 7 © 1 
The expoſition Randeth chus : The mouth of a righteous 
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man doth alwaies flow with wholeſome words; and therſan | 
ſhall bee continued open with bleflings : But the mouthaf4 
wicked man doth alwaies flow with hurttull words ; al 
therefore ſhall be ſtopped with violence, 


Verſe 12. Hatred flirreth vp contentions : but lone conereh 
«ll treſpaſſes. 


| eAtred : and all vachaiitable affeions, as envie and 
wrath, ſtirreth vp ſtrife : worketh all kinde of revenge 
and miſchiefc, as backbiring, vypbraiding with former faulty 
and very often procureth iniuh criminations, Bat lone come- 
reth all treſpaſſes : by forgiuing them and reprouing themin 
friendly manner, and by concealing them from all thoſe,ts 
whom the knowledge of them hath not come, or doth not 
pertaine, The oppotine is thus framed ; Hatred flirrethy 
contentions, and blazeth abroad mens infirmiries ; bur loue 


ſceketh peace,and couereth alltreſpaſles, 


Verſe 13. Inthe lips of him. that hath underftanding,wiſe 


dome is found : but a rod ſhallbe for the backs of him that it & 
ſtitate of vnderitanding. Y 


1 > words neede no further np the ſup- 


ply of that which is to be vnderftoedin both the clauſes, 
For this ſcemeth to be the ſenſe of them: In the lips or ſpeed 
of him that hath ynderſtanding wiſedome is found, which 
keepeth iudgements and pi from him ; but inthe 
lips of him that wanteth vnderſtanding follie is found; which 
bringeth wy ug and puniſhment ypon him. The firſthe- 
miſtich, or former part of the verſe, is the ſame ſimply 
downe, and without allegorie or metaphore, as was comps 
ratively ytrered inthe elcuenth verſe, by the fimilitude of 
wel-ſpring. | 
; Boa nqat "x on ſenſe that was in oy. 
und tenth verſes ; it is ſaid;that the fooliſh in 166 
ſeal be beaten, LS oy TY 
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Verſ. 14. Wiſe men lay vp knowledge : but the month of the 
foole is apreſent deſtruttion. 


abilitic and ſufficiencieof truirfull ſpeeches, by due at- 
tention tothar whichis ſpoken to them or which they reade: 
or by diligent obſeruation of things which they behold. 
Thoſe they lay vp, asa man would his treaſure, in a ſafe place, 
As therefore aprouident thriftie hushand, which hath gathe- 
red together a ftocke, will bee ready vpon ſhort warning to 
make a purchaſe,or vpon any good occafion to disburſe a ſum 
of money : ſo hee thatis faithfull in ſeeking knowledge,and 
applicth both heartand memorie to holdirfaſt, and keepe it, 
ſhall readily in conuenient time draw out the good things 
which he hath learned. either for his owne vſe, or che benefit 
andprofic of others. Which is contrary in carelefſe and heed- 
lefſe perſons : for they will be as forward to ſpeake as any o- 
thers : but that which is within the heart, will quickly bee at 
hand to come our at the lips,and that is poyſon, and venome, 
andpeſtilent matter, which will certainly hurt themſclues, 
and be dangerous to other, So then thus ſtandeth the oppoſi- 
tion : wiſe men lay vp knowledge,andtherfore their mouthes 
are a preſent preſeruation: but fooliſh men reie knowledge; 
and therefore their mouthes are a preſent deſtruQion, 


H Ere is declared by what meanes wiſe men attaine to that 


Verl. 15. The rich mans goods are his ſirong citie : andthe 
feare of the needie « their poxerty. 


He rich mans goods are hs firong city,&c. | That is, weal- 

thie worldlings doetruſt to their pofſeſſhhons when they 
haue uy ſtore, For hee ſpeaketh not of any fafery that they 
have by their goods; but whichthey ſeeme torhemſelues to 
haue;as is plainely expreſſed, Chap. 18. 11. Theyare as an 
high wall in his ima gination: andirtis ſometimes «4 fault of 
ood men intheir infirmities, to repoſe too much confidence 


Woutwardthings, when they ou wich them; as cuen * 
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idhimſelfe acknowledged of himſclfe;[n my proſperity Iſai, goe! 
I ſhall never be moxed:Pfal.30.6,0n the other fide,the want of and 
earthly ſubſtance doth fill the hearts of vnregenerate ger: 
men with feares of famine and miſery. And Gods OWne peo. * fo: 
ple are not alwaies free fromthe aſſaults thereof, by reaſonef as 
the imperfeRion of their faith, - 
[1 
Verſ. 16, The labour of the righteous tendeth to life : but ho\ 
therewenewes of the wicked zx finne. = 
ut 
Fe lataur of the righteous tendeth to life, &c,) That is, the 
theg09d> that good men vſually ger by trauell (though 
m3n7y times they are deſcended to them by inhericance,orbe- b 
ſtowed eponthem by gift, or by ſome other lawſull meang _ 
broughtto their hands ) tenderh ro life,viz, both of ſoule and | 
body in this world, and for the world to come: whereasthe E 
riches of vngodly men are alwaies abuſed by them, and made h 
the occaſions. and meanes of vnrighteouſneſſe. The oppoſiti- __ 
on is this : the riches of the righteous doe tend to goodneſle, | on 
and (orotheir life : but the wealth of the wicked doth tendto " 
fione, and ſo to their death. For eucry mans ſubftanceisa __ 
meanes of his benificence and well doing, ot an occaſion m- c b 
tohim of finning : either it induceth him to ſhew mercy, and Ww 
to doe good, which the Lord will recompence wichlife and 9; 
blefledneſſe : or elſe he is theredy incited to pride,cruelty,vo- o 
luptuouſneſle, riot, prodigality,or nigardize,or other likeex- = ; 
orbitant courſes, whereby he maketh himſclfe liable to Gods ” 
curſes,and his owne perdition, 
be 


Verſ. 17. Hethat regardeth inftrution is in the way of life: 
but be that refuſcth corretl:ion goeth ont of the WAY, 


H H that »egardeth in\1yaftion.)That is, which yeeldeth re- 
uerence, attention, and obedience to the miniſtry of 
Gods holy word ; « inthe way of life, hee taketh the right 
courleto obtaine euerlaſting faluation ; bur hee that refoſeth 
sorreftion, Which will not enduteto heare his finnes redune 
gout 
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geeth ont of the way, both depriueth himſelfe of eternall life, 
and walketh towards deſtruRion. All ſorts ofmen arepaſſen- 
pers,traueſling as it were in a iourney vnto their place:ifthey 
fo!low the direQion of Gods meſſengers, whom hee hath ape 
pointed for guices, they ſaall find the law of God adir:& 

1hio lcade them vnto preſent and future happincſle, and 
thac eucrla(ting : but if they ſcorne ro be ſhewed where, and 
how far they hauc wandred awry,and will not bee conducted 
vnto the right way of repentance & reformation,rhey caunot 
but (traggle vp and downein the by- paths of iniquitie, vatill 
they deiperately periſh, 


Verſ. 18. He that bideth hatred,is a man of deceitfwll lips ; 
and he that vitereih ſlanaer ts a foole, 


Haus in the former words declared theperill of them 
that refuſe admonition, hee delcriveth here the perſons 
that vſe to doe it, and they are of ewo forts : ſome are hypo- 
crites, that pretend and make a ſhew of fauour and good li- 
| king,and yet nouriſh deadly hatred in their hearts : others are 
profeſſed contemners of that which is taught: bur yer picking 
a quarrell 2gaintt che man that delivercth ir, as theughthe 
faulr were wholly in him,and iuſt occaſion were giuen to re- 
icRall chat heteacheth. But che Lord, which k:oweth the 
ground and roote of their calumniations and cauils, imputeth 
them co their proper cauſe : and that is,the finfulneſle and fol- 
lie of thoſe malicious deſpiſers, 


Verſ, 19. The fin ceaſeth n6t by the multitude of words: but 
he that refraineth his lips FT, wiſe, 


HE ſcemeth flill to proceed in the proſecution of the mat- 
ter ſpoken of in the ſeuenteench verſe, that men take an 
euill way for themſelues, which refuſe to bee reproued, The 
words immediately going before theſe,declare how ſome re- 
ic it, by inward hatred and birrernefle of heart,and yer out- 
wardly make ſemblance of great louc and friendſhip; others 

| M 2 breake 
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breake out into open profeiſion of their diſcontentmentany. 
malice, ty reproching hte rhze would |c!pe them out of 
their firs : andhere cormuncl; 2 third fort, which would fhik 
off all :cbukes, by denying, defending, cloking, or colouring 
their faulrs by excuſhng, & extenuating matters that are char. 
£20 vpon them. Burt ail is in vaine; the fin will not be blowne 
away with breath :and therefore he ſheweth thar itis apoint 
of wiſedome to giue place by filence, andtotake the blame 
ypon them, | 


Verſ. 20. The tongue of the iuſ> man is as fined ſilner : bu 
the heart of the wicked ts little worih, 


E ſetteth forth the excellencie of the ſpeech of godly 

men by compariſon ; reſembling it to filuer thatis pur- 
ved and fined from the droffe that was in it : becauſe a good 
man will be careful of his tongue, not onely that therebe no 
mixture or filthineſle and leaudnefle in his words; but alfoto 
auoide all ſuperfluous and idle babling, and ſo to openhis 
mouth with holy wiſcdome, Whichis contrary in the wic- 
ked ; becauſe there is a contrary fountaine in him of finfulnes 
and corruption,and no matter of vertue and grace, whichare 
the ſprings of all wholeſome ſpeeches, Thus therefore ſtan- 
deth the «Antithefis : the tongue of the iuſt man is as fined 
filuer ; becauſe his hearr is pretious : but the rongue of the 
wicked is as drofle ; becauſe his heartis nothing worth, 


Verſ. 21. The lips of the righteous doe feed many : but foolt 
die for want of wiſedome, 


| was declared the excellencie of a good tongue, and 
well ſeaſoned ſpeech : and heere ate the effeRs of it com- 
mended,namely, the goodthat is wrought by it,che ſoulesof 
wany being edified therewith, and receiuing grace,and grow- | 
eth for ſzJuation & comfort, as the body doth obtain ſtrength, 
and nouriture, and refreſhin g, by their meanes that miniſter 
wholeſome foode ymto it, And. this is illuſtrated by the con- 


trary 
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effe& of wicked andignorant perſons, that they are 
| [6s ſeeding others wk Knowledge and wiſedome, 
thatthey ſuffer themſclues to be Rarued to death and deliru- 


&ion, through the want of it, 
Verſ, 22, The bleſſing ef the Lordit doth makg rich : and he 


addeth no ſcrrawes with it, 


He purpoſe and drift of theſe words is, to ſhewthe pre- 
bs that Gods people haue aboue the men of the 
world : that whereas the wicked haue nothing but their owne 
hands, and carnall meanes to truſt ynto for their eſtate, ſuch as 
be godly,haue God to prouide for them; and his goodneſſe 
onely doth make rich,and they only are enriched by him, But 
becauſe his enemies haue vſually more ſtore of goods then his 
children ; and thereby it may ſeeme, that either men may bee 
rich without his bleGog.or elſe that he is more provident for 
finners then for Saints ; therefore heſheweth the difference ; 
That troubles and vexations are intermingled withthe goods 
of the wicked,and his ſeruants are freed from them. Yer itis 
not ſo to be conceiued,as though no good men had any trou- 
bles with their riches ; and that a3Y ene do find griefe and 

rturbations in theſe earthly things, were depriued of the 
lefſing of God, and teſtimonies of his fauour ; but this is the 
meaning, that ſo farre as hee doth beſtow them, and they de- 
pend ypon him for them, ſo farre they eſcape from vexations : 
ſo that the cares and troubles grow mcerely from their owne 


inkrmitics, 


Verſ. 23. It 5 apait»me toa foole to commit Wickednes : but 
wiſedomeis the delight of a man of vnderitanding . 


] T us a paitime to « foole to commit wickedneſſe, &c.| That is, 
finfull men take great pleaſure. in doing that which iscuill, 
as ifitwerea ſportor recreation to them: and it is as much 
loy and refreſhing to.him chat is, godly wiſe, both to get wif 
dome, and to performe all the good exerciſes thereof. = 
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which the one ofthem vehemently delightethin, and hathly 
admiration,the other abhorrerh, and hath in deteſtation;zand * 
ſo contrary,according vnro their contrary hearts, cohrrare © 
affections, contrary converſation, contrary eſtate andcondi. 
tion; theſe being as filthic beaſts that feed on the draugh, of 
carrion of the fleſh, and theſe as holy men which liue bytle 

wholeſome food of the ſpirit, I 


Verſ. 24. That which the wicked feareth ſhall come vpn bin 
but God will grant the deſire ef 1he righteons, 


E How condemnation in the wortd ro come, which god 
men through che puilrinefſe of their conſciences areot- 
ten ſummoned vnto, when Ged ſhall draw theit ſoulcoutof 
their body, they ſhall certainly fal into. And thoſe judgments, 
and wiſeries of this life, which they moſt hate, though they 
hoperto eſcapethem, they are in danger to bring vponthen- 
ſclues. | 

And that which is moſt defireable, and will bee mof{ com. 
fortable to Chriftians, the Lord which knoweth what ismoſt 
acceptable tothem,ar:d profitable for them, wil in due ſeaſon 
beſtow vponthem. 'For the beſt men ( our of their corey 
ons which are not wholly aboliſhed, thongh much dimini 
nor fully ſubdued, though they haue loft their foueraignty)d 
ſomrimes caſt their affeQions vpon thoſe things which ar 
not expedient, and thoſe in great fauour hee derainerhfrom 
them. At«ſes and Heremie deſired greatly to bee exempted 
from the burthen of miniftery,and to leade a prinate life ; but 
God neither reſpeRed their happineſic ſo little,nor the bene- 


fir of his peopl-, nor his owne ſetuice to bec performedby 
them,as to yeeTdto their deſires, | | 


Verſ.2g. As the whivle-wind paſſeth, ſo is the Wicked nom: 
but the righteous i an encrlafting foundation, 


Pf fs meaning of the word is, that yngodlymen, howſot- 
, derthey flouriſh for a tyme, yet doc futldenly cometon- 
; ne, 


Verſo 26. * Provanss. 167 
:neand deſtruQion; 25 the whirle-wind ſwiftly blowerh ouer, 
andislefſe conſtant, and POR then the ordinary winde 
is chough there be no ſtability in any, Bur when it is ſaid, rhey 
are no more, hee doth not intimate any mortality of their 
ſoulcs, as chough they ſhould bee wholly diffolued as brute 
beatts : tor their ſoules are euer[alting a» well as Gods people, 
and their bodies ſhall bee raiſed vp againe at the day of the 
Lord,as well as the Saints : bur it 1s cheir hope and happineſle, 
and not their being thar periſherh, chey ſhail never recouer 
any good eſtate any more, Now again(t theſe are ſer the righ- 
teous, whoſe ſoule and body, and bleſſednefie, haue a ſerled 
fafety,as a foundation chat can neuer be remoued. So that this 
is the oppohition : the wicked are as a whirle. wind, and ſo arc 
nomore: but the righteous ace like a firme foundation, and 


fo perpetually remaiae, 


Verſ.26. As vineger is to the teeth and ſmoake to the eye; ſo 
# the ſlothfullto them that ſend him, 


S vineger, &c. | Thatis, too much vineger, or other 
things that be ſharpe & ſowre, do ſet theteerh on edge; 
and Gs doth bring both ſmart and hurc to the eyes : ſo 
doth the {lothful perſon, or he rar is giuen co any other leaud 
behauiour, worke vexation of Mart to them that ſend him,or 
commit matter of moment vnto him. For itis as naturall to 
them to be careleſſe of their bufineſle, and vntruſtie to ſuch as 
imploy them, as it is for vineger toretaine ſowrenefle, and for 
ſmoake to pierce the eyes : and by this meanes God pleaſeth 
to plague ſome,and to chaſten others, & to admoniſh others, 
Diuers take more pleaſure in finfull ſuggards, then in godly 
faithfull ſeruants, yntothem itis a due recompenceto find and 
rele them falſe and pernicious: many are too too heedleſſe 
intheir choyce, and not afraid to giue entertainment to the 
worſer ſort, andrtherefore many times they are ſcourged by 
them : and fundrie doe learne experience by ſuch  ſucceſſe,to 
be more warie afterwards,and therefore obſerue the wicked 
toauoidchem, and haue alwaics ſuch as feare God in greater 
etimacion, 
M 4 Verſ.27. 


166 | 'Prxovanns. Chet 
which the one ofthem vehemently delightethin, and hathiy 
admiration,the other abhorrerh, and hath in deteftation;and * 
ſo contrary,according vnro their contrary hearts, cohtrajie 
affections, contrary conuerſation, contrary eftate and condi. 
tion; theſe being as filthic beaſts that feed on the draugh, or 
carrion of the fleſh, and theſe as holy men which live bytiy 


wholeſome food of the ſpirit, 


Verſ. 24. That which the wicked feareth ſhall come upon bim: 
but God will grant the deſire of the righteons. 


© Boom condemnation in the wortd ro come, which vngo 
men through the puilrinefſe of their conſciences areo 
ten ſummoned vnto, when God ſhall draw their ſoulcoutof 
their body,they ſhall certainly fal into. And thoſe ivdgments, 
and miferies of this life, which they moſt hate, though they 
hope to eſcaperhem, they are in danger to bring vponthen- 
{clues, | 

And that which is moſt defireable, and will bee moſl com- 
fortable to Chriftians, the Lord which knoweth what ismeſt 
acceptable tothem,ard profitable for them, wil in due ſeaſon 
beſtow vponthem. For the beſt men ( our of their corrupt 
ons which are not wholly aboliſhed, thongh much dimminifhel 
nor fully ſubdued,though they haue loft their ſoueraign 
ſomeimes caſt their affcRions vpon thoſe things whichrar 
not expedient, and thoſe in great fauour hee derainerhſrom 
them. AMcrſes and Teremie deſired grearly to bee exempted 
from the burthen of miniftery,and to leade a prinate life ; but 
God neither reſpeRed their happineſlc ſo littlc,northe bene- 


fir of his peopl-, nor his owne ſetuice to bee performedby 
them,as to yeeTdto their defires, | 


Verſ.25. As the whirle-windpaſſeth,ſo is the Wicked nomutt: 
but the rigbteous is an encrlafting foundation, 


Ir. meaning of the word is, that yngodlymen, howſot- 


aer they flouriſh for a timje,yet dor Tudenly come tons 
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incand deſtruQion; as the whirle-wind ſwiftly bloweth ouer, 
andislefſe conſtant, and permanent, thenthe ordinary winde 
is,chough there be no ability in any, Bur when it is ſaid, rhey 
are no more, hee doth not intimate any mortality of their 
ſoulcs, 2s chough they ſhould bee wholly difſolued as brute 
beaſts : tor their ſoules are cuerialting a» well as Gods people, 
and their bodies ſhall bee raiſed vp againe at the day of the 
Lord,as well as thc Saints : bur it is cheir hope and happineſle, 
and not their | ————————— UG oor 
any goon © Pp 

reous, whole | \ C — 
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nomore: but 
lo perpetually 
Veif.26. 

s the ſlothfull 
A? vineger, &c. TYHitis, too much vineger7oroOrner 
things that be ſharpe & ſowre, do ſet theteerh on edge; 


and ſmoake doth bring both ſmart and hure to the eyes : ſo 
doth the (lothful perſon,or he rat is giuen ro any other leaud 


| behauiour, worke vexation of Kart to them that ſend him,or 


commit matter of moment vnto him. For itis as naturall to 
them to be careleſſe of their buſineſle, and vntruſtie to ſuch as 
imploy them,as it is for vineger toretaine ſowrenefle, and for 
ſmoake to pierce the eyes : and by this meanes God pleaſeth 
toplague Tra to chaſten others, & to admoniſh others, 
Divers take more pleaſure in ſinfull ſluggards, then in godly 
ſaithfull ſeruancs, ynro them itis a due recompenceto find and 
rele them falſe and pernicious: many are too too heedlefſe 
intheir choyce, and no afraid to giue entertainment co the 
worſer ſort, andrherefore many times they are ſcourged by 
them : and fundrie doe learne experience by ſuch 8 ſucceſſe,to 
be more warie afterwards,and therefore obſerue the wicked 
5a, We ns alwaics ſuch as: feare God in greater 

on. | | 
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Verſ. 27. The feare of the Lord encreaſeth the daies :bn | 
the yeeres of the wicked are cut ſlort. 


T® He ſeare of the Lord &c.)That is,true piety and religion, 

with the exerciſe alſo of 1uſtice and righteouſnes, [ner 
ſeth the da es; Thar is,as a meanes it preſerueth thoſethaare 
enducd withit,froman votimely death. But the yeeres of th 
wicked ſball be cut off, Their vngodly and finfull courſe of lik 
is ſometimes an inftrument to bring: them yup rotheir 
end ; 25 by ſurfers and euill difeaſes, or falling into the hands 
otthe Magiltrate,or by quarrelling,and ſuch like : Somtimes 
it prouoketh the Lord to ſtay them inthe middeſ of their 
race,& not to ſuffer them to come to thar age, which bytheit 
firength and contlitution of body they might haue actaived 
vnto, Andin this ſcuſe the Propher ſaith in the Pſalines;that 

Plal 55-23" the wicked ſhall not line owt halfe their daies, 


Verſ.28. Thepatient abiding of the righteons ſhall be glad- 
neſſe : but the hope of the wickes ſhallperifh, 


. Frerthar the children of God have once imbracedhi 
A promiſes, affl: tions & tentations do vſually cnſue ther- 
upon,thatit wouldſceme to ſenſe and fleſhly reaton,rhatms 
ſcric and troubles were the only rewards of piety and obedi- 
ence,& nothing elſe performed ro them thar truſt in his word, 
Now therefore hee ſhewerh that a betrer tate and condition 
rem1ineth for them:thac their ſorrow ſhal be turned into io), 
and their mourning into gladnefſe, when the Lord ſhalldele 
uer them from troubles,and fulfil}-all bis promiſes, Whichis 
illuſtrated & turther amplified by the contrary caſe ofthe wi 
ked:which howſocuer now. they ſeeme to haue the preheni- 
nencc,& are mott !ikely to preuailehereafter,ſhall yer bee d&e- 
prived of their preſent prof] perity,& fruſtraced of all fururee- 
peRation, This then is che oppolition: The hope of rhe righ 
teous ſhall prevaile, and. bring: them fle ::burche hope 
of the wicked ſhall periſh, and ſo worke them ſorrow. 
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Ver", 29. The way of the Lord is flrength to the vpright 


man :but feare ſhall be to theworkers of iniquitie. 


Y the way ofthe Lord,is meantthe whole adminiſtratis, 

boch of his word, wherby he maketh his will known, and 
of his ſpirit whereby hee giueth grace, andof his providence, 
whereby he prote&tcth his ſeruants, and performeth all good 
things vurothem,By cuery one of theſe meanes, oth he eſta- 
bliſh and confirme both the hearts & flares of ſuchas be faith- 
full.But as for the wicked, howſocuer he ſuffer them for a time 
to proceedin their yngodly waics without any great crofles, 
yetat laſt heexecuteth ſuch iudgemenrs vpon the, as the very 
fight cherof cauſeth them-to quake & tremble, Thus tandeth. 
the oppolkion;The wayofthe Lord is ſtrength eo the vprighr 
for preſcruati6,& therfore ic worketh boldnes;but is weaken- 
eth the wicked for deftruRtion,and therfore it bringeth feare, 


Verſ.;0. The righteous ſhall nener be remoued: but the wic> 


ked ſhall not dwell in the carth. 


_—_ righteous ſhall nexer be remoned.) They ſhall neuer be 
remoued from Gods fauour;they ſhall neuer be remoued 
from the conſtant graces of the ſpirit in their ſoules; or hurt- 
fully,in the way of a curſe,from an outward good eſtate; nor 
vnſcaſonably be cut oft from the earth, Now becauſe ſome of 
theſe iudgements do ſeeme ſomtimes to fall _ ſomerigh- 


teous perſons,wwh? for a ſeaſon be ecclipſed of grace, & ſepa» 
raed fr6 the ſruicion & comfortable fight of Gods kindnes, 
and fauour towards-them:;' and their eftate in appearance is 
wholly ruinated and oyerthrowne : therefore the word doch 
well beare it,agreeable ro the meaning of the holy Ghoſt, to 
lay ; that rhe righteons ſhall not be remoned for ener. Though 
they ſeemeto bee caſt downe far a time, yet they ſhali bee 
reſtored againe afterwards, The contrary is here affirmed 


concerning the caſe of the wicked, who ſhall cerrainely 


fall vnleſle they repent; they ſhall nor continue in that cſtare 
wherein 


—M—— a 
wherein they are moſt grounded, and haue greateſt eſtabliſh, 


ment : they are ſo farre from enivying eternall life in heay 
as thatthe vengeance of God will nor permit them wy 
keepe their owne breath, or to hold the outward poſſeſſion 
ofthe earth, The oppoſition therefore in efte&isthis; The 
righteo»s ſhall newer be remoned, but haue anhabirationfore. 
uer in heauen ; but the wicked ſhall be cemoued, and not (uf. 
fered ſo much asto dwell in the carth. 


Vetrſ, 31. The month of the righteous will be fraitfullinwiſe 
dome : but the tongue of the vnrighteous ſhall be cut ont. 


* His verſe agreeth altogether in ſubſtance of matter with 
the eleuenth;only the compariſon is alrered:for therethe 
rongueofa good man for the conſtant tore of holy ſpeeches, 
was reſembled roa plentifull fountainezand here,to a fruthull 
tree,or fertile field: and there the wicked for leaud ſpeeches, 
was threatned to haue his mouth Ropped;and here to hauehis 
rongue cut out : that is,the iudgements of God ypon himfor 
his vngratious and curſed fpeakings, ſhall firike him as mute 
and dumbe,as ifthe tongue were cut out of his head. 


Verſ.32. The lips of the righteous know What is acceptable 
but the mouth of thewicked ſpeaketh froward things. 


Eo meaning of theſe words is, that a righteous mat 
knoweth and regardeth what is beſt pleaſing to Godfor 
himto ſpeake,8 whac is moſt gratefull to good mento hear: 
and what doth deſerue acceptati6 ar any mans hand for faith- 
fulneſſe and truth; and therefore he will vſe his lips to vrterit: 
bur the wicked neither knowerth nor regardeth theſethings; 
and therefore he yomiteth out only peruerſe ſpeeches, ſuch 3 
tend to rebettion againſt God,the damnifying of men,and the 
annoyance and hurt of his owne ſelfe, 


Chap. 
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Verſ: 1. Falſe balances are an abomination to the Lord : but 
aperſet weight pleaſeth him, 


BNder falſe balances are comprehended all yniuſt 
C weights,lines and meaſures, And therewithall 
is condemned whacſoeuer kinde of guile, and 
deceit may be found cither in the buyer, or ſel- 
ler. As when that whichis ſold is defeQtiue ei- 
ther in quanticie, or qualitie, not being fit for the vſe that it is 
bought for, or rot correſpondent to theprice that is paid for 
it,or not anſwerable to the teſtimoniethar is giuen of it, And 
with theſe doth Amos charge the wicked wealthie men of his 
age: They mate the Epha or meaſure ſmall, and the ſhekell, or 
price great and falſific the weights of deceit, That they may bay 
the poore for filuer,and the needie for ſhover,and ſell the refuſe of 
therr wheate, So on the other fide in the buyer, when he fhall 
faile of all meete proportion betweene the price that he pai- 
eth,and the commoditiethat be buyeth, giuing farre lefſe Gen 
the worth and value of it. And whete it is ſaid, 7 hey are abo- 
mination to the Lord, it is not meant that his quarrellis againſt 
the inſenfible creatures, buthe is diſpleafed with the iniquitie 
of the perſons, which make,vſe,keepe,or allow them.Where- 
by the other clauſe may bee better vnderfiood, that the Lord 
is pleaſed with ſuch as doe vprightly vſe them, and with loue 
of equitie,cxerciſcir in theirtraffique,and coucnants, 


Verſe 2. When pride commeth, then commeth contempt but 
with the lowly is wiſedome. 


Vir pride commeth, that is,when it groweth to ma- 
Y Y turitie, hating power to puffe yp mens hearts, and 
fhewing ir ſelfe'm w ,or workes,in countenance, apparell, 
| or 
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or geſtures,thew commeth contewpe, chat is, ſhamethen apes.” 
cheth, and is neere at hand, marching inthe next rankeaf 
this loftie heart, and inſolent behauiour, As is to bee ſeenein 
many who hauing beer firlt lifted yp in their owne haughte 
mindes,were afterwards cali down by Gods righteous 
ments,cicher into phrenkies,or grofſe (innes, or ruine of fine, 
or obloguie for their former hidden faults now pang at 
laſt to their great diſgrace. The other part of the antitheſy, 
containing the honour that doth accompanie humilitie,is at- 
gued by conſequent, in this manner : when pride commeth, 
then commeth tolly, which cuer bringeth ſhame: butwhen 
humilitie commeth, then commeth wiſedome,which is neuer 
without glorie, "Ma 


Verſe 3. The vprightnes of the inſt ſhallgnide them: bat the 
frowardnes of the tranſgreſſonrs ſhall deſtroy them. 


B? »prightneſſe is not meantan extravagant well meaning 
without further rule or warrant, as though good intent 
were competent guides of our waies to ſaluation : bur thefin- 
ceritic of an heart faithfully, rhough nor perfeAly,willing to 
belecue & obey that which it knoweth, aud nefolurely Bar 
not abſolutely,defirous ro know that which God ſhallr 
vnto it, Now this is ſaid ro guide righteous wen, that is, ſhall 
procure good direQion fr6 the Lord, both for his ſervice, and 
their owne happineſle, and makethemtraRable to followthe 
ſame.Contrary to this is the condition of the wicked, whoae 
not led with vprightnes, but carried with perverſenes,& there- 
fore miſled by the ſame to their vndoing. For thus 

the oppoſition : the vprightnes of the inſt ſhall guide them in 
the way,and ſo preſerue them: but the frowardnes of the wic- 
ked will keepe them from the way,and ſo deſtroy them, '/ 


Verſe 4. Riches auaile not in the day of wrath : but right 
onſnes delinereth from death, 


Heſe words ſeeme to containe an anticipation, or We 
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venting of an vbieRion, which cight beemoucd again 
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the htter point of the former verſe. What ſpeake you of de. 
tru&ion ro come vpon wicked men? Itruſt you will not ex- 
tend ittoall ; for many ofthem are ſubſtanriall wealthy men, 
of great Rate and abilitie, Whocan deftroy them? Whar (hal 
their power, and riches doe the while? To this it is here an- 
Gered,that riches auaile notin the day of wrath: their wealth 
can neither withſtand the ſtrokes of God, nor leflen them, nor 
make them any whit the more able to beare them, when his 
anger doth execute iudgements, and when his judgements 
declare his anger, But righteouſnes is that which deliuererh 
from death,and all other miſcries,thart the ſting thereof ſhall 
neuer make any man miſerable. 


Verſe q. The righreouſnes of the vpright ſhall direlt his way, 
or make h1s way ſtraight, or enen ; but the wicked ſhall fall in his 


owne wickednes. 


H Ere hee addeth tothat which he had begun in the third 
verſe, and ſheweth that ſinceritic and righteouſnes doe 
not onely leade men to a y- way, and tell them what is 


their dutie,and fitto be performed, but maketh the way paſ- 
able for them, and them conſtant and proſperous init. The 
which againe is oppoſed the way of the wicked, euen their 
owne finfull courſe of life, being crooked and cragged, and 
rough,and rugged,and full of manifold perils, wherein ar laſt 
they fall and periſh. In appearance the path of grace & good. 
nes1s ſo full of troubles and difficulties, as that it ſhould bee 
impoſſible for any manto goe along in it,and not be topped,. 
or turned aſide before he come to his liues end,and yet a good 
conlcience findeth eaſe therein: and the broad way of finne 
wherein the world walketh,ſeemeth yery plaine and pleafant, 
asalſo yoide of all annoiances,or dangers, but cuery one that 
trauellerh in it meeterh with many externall croſſes, ſuch as 
they neuer doubred of; or internall terrors and. yexations, 
ſuch as they neuer dreaded, and at laſt proceeding on impeni- 
tently, they ſtumble at,and are ouerthrowne by one iudge- 
CJ L 33 i ; mcent 
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ment or other : or death, in the end,as an vnauoidable qu 
ſfand,doth ſwallow them vp,and defiroy them for ever, 


Verſe 6. The righteonſneſſe of the vpright delineretlthe; 


but the tr.iſgreſſors ſhallbe taken in their ewne wickgdues, 


Jo verſe, az it may appeare, is annex*edto the formerſx 
confirmation ofthe point therein contained, that rights 
ouſnes doth direct the way of ypright men, borh to bolycoy 
uerfation, and happie ſtate, Againſt the which a doubt my 
riſe fromthe ſh2w of the contrary, becauſe that good menut 
ſometimes plunged in great calamities,and ſomtumesin grex 
tranſgreſſions : and therefore their way fecmerh asindueb, 
as if they were wicked, and their righteouſnes ro doe thema 
little good as if they had none ar al], Now this ſcrupleheere 
moueth by ſhewing whar benefitit bringerh, that then cle 
cially they haucthe vie of it, when they fall into ſuch diflreb 
ſes. For then the fruite thercofis molt for their comfortwha 
it ſhall deliver them out of dangers, out of troubles, out of 
teares,out of temptations,our of linnes, and from deſtruction 
Yer not by ſtrength of it owne, bur by the power of God:nt 
accordingto their worthineſſe 11 way of deſert, but according 
to his goodnefle in way of reward : not extended to all mal 
that doe good workes, butrcfrained to vpright men who! 
works are good. And forthe clcerer illuftcation of theirble 
ſed eſtate he bringerh in for contrary,the miſerable conCitiol 
of the wicked, oppoſing tranſgrefſors to vpright perſons;thet 
miſchiefe tothe orkers iuſtice : their perill to the otherspis 
tection: the one part incloſed in the net of troubles is yet 
{ured of ſafe eſcape by means of their graces,the other abroal 
at the baitc of profperitic ſhall cectainly tall into ſnares dy 
meanes of their wickedneſle, 


Verſ.7. When a wiched man dieth, his expeftation per oft 
and the hope of his power ſhall periſh, 


£ Ho meaning is, that every finfull. mans affeQion oe 
ping,and happinefſe hoped for, and ſtrongeſt noon 
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attaine ro his hope,ſhall cnd with his life, and dieat his death, 
and vaniſh away at the time of his deftruQion, Riches and 

-eatneſſe cauſe him to truſt much to himſelfe,and his owne 
Cicienci for the accompliſhment of great exploites,and rhe 

erpetuitie, with increaſe of proſperitie and happineſle; but 
theend ofhis life will be the period of all his abundance and 
excellencie, For the rich man (as it is in the Pſalme ) ſhall not pal,g.1s. 
take away any thing with bins when he dieth his glorie ſhall not 
goe downe after him, No might (were he the moſt pviſſant po- 
tentate vnder heauen) can reſcue him out of the hand ofthe 
prave,or ere hima good eſtate init, or refilt damnation lay- 
ing hold on him. | 


Verſe 8. The inſt eſcapeth ont of trouble,and the wicked ſhall 


come in his ſtead. 


> 3 a= v1 > x 


Ods favour and goodnes doth nor free his ſeruants from 

affictions,but deliuereth them our of affliftions; Where= 
into he calteth the wicked,though they bee not alwaies of the 
ſame kinde with thoſe which the godly ſuffer, but worſe and 
| more durable, and'fuch as are mixed with Gods wrath; and 
poyſoned with the ting of their owne cuill conſcience, So 
that the ſaying of the Apoſtle is verified, that indgements be- i,Perg. 1. 
gin at the houſe of God,but end with, or rather perpetually con- 
tinue with the vngodly and finners. The wicked laugh, when 
the godly weepe,and greatly inſult when they which fearethe 
Lord groane vnder keauic preffineſſe; but the time will come 
when the one ſhall obrtaine frceedome from calamities, and the 
other be compelled to take their turnes tofall into themthen 
hethat mourned with priefe,ſMall exult with ioy, and hee that 
triumphed with gladnefle, ſhall howle with deſperate woe 


| and ſorrow, 


Verſe 9. eA hypocrite. with bis month corrypreth his neigh» 

bour : but the righteous ſhall be delinered by knowledge. | 
| roman 2nd ſuch'as make a ſhew of godlinefſe, but 
defy the power thereofate commonly mot ys ſe. 
ucers, 


Job 3129, 


own ſe onto bis ſexle, 8c. Neitheris iclawfull to deli 
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ducers,corrupting mens hearts with hurrfull ſpeeches, 


4 d 


deprauing that which is good,oriuRtifying that "I - 
and ſothey inſe® their mindes with crronious opinions, a the 
Airre yp their hearts to finfull luſts, and pervert their wig 26d 
with vngodly behauiour. But now to preuent the feares oft Ch 
good,that they alſoare like to be drawne into milchieſe, by (at 
cauſe there are ſo many hypocrites , "and to rake away th 

cloakes and ſhifts from the wicked, which lay all che blamed 
their ſinnes on others which miſlead them, bee ſheweth the but 
meanes whereby this hurt may be auoided,and that is,by ge 

ting knowledge,and being righteous : namely, to retainey. 1 
rightnes of heart, and a good conſcience, and to be acquiit 


ted both with Gods will, and the guilefull deluſions of the ble 
diflembling peruerters, whereby good men. are made wary, and 
and ſo ſhielded from the peſtiferous rongues of ſuch periloy ma! 


fatterers, For they preuaile to infe& none but ſuch as areip cou 
norant,or careleſle of the gouernment of their cares, or be. Wi clet 
hauiour, hur 
uer 

Verſe 10. /n theprofperitie of the righteous the citie reuy ſen 
ceth,and when the wicked periſh there is 10y, it; 
| tye 

Ja profperitie of the righteous) That is, when things gn Wl oft 
well with them, the citie rejoyceth, that is, the honeſt ad yn 
well diſpoſed citizens,and countrimen be inwardly glad,an me! 
outwardly declare their ioy, by cheerefull countenance, and cot 


« hr nd other means, as opportunitic ſeruerh to cupteſ per 
the fame, And ſo doe they alſo at the death, and ouerthion red 
of oppreflors,and tyrants,and other wicked perſons, by whot 

fall the people riſe, and whoſe ruine is the repaire of rhe cit, ! 
He giueth no allowance to priuate reyenge, that any mas i BW bou 
hatred of him from whom he hath receiucd iniurics, 

take reioycing at his downfall: for Tob cleercth himlclfe b 
an oath of that impuration, ſaying, If / rejoyced ar his de 
tlion that hated me, or was moned to rey when exill cam)" 


him, Neither haze I ſuffered my manth to finne, by wings 


Yoſt 11.12. Proves. 177 
miſery ofa creature,efpecially ſuch an oneasmanis, bearing 
the tampe of Gods image, although lamentably defaced in 
the wicked, but the conlequeat of euill mens ruine is the ſub- 
ie of good mens ioy , and that is the tranquilitie of the 
Church,the freedome ofthe righteous fromthe wrongs they 
ſutfaine,che publike welfare enſuing thereupon, 


Verl. 11. Þy the bleſſing of the righteous the city 1s exalted; 
but it is ſubuerted by the momth of tbe wicked, 


He meaning is, that iuſt men are very beneficiall to the 
+ >gfimnn; of men by their religions, prudent, and profita« 
ble ſpeeches, for lo the word b/eſſing ſignifieth in many places: 
and {o it is here meant,asthe Antitheh1s ſhewerh: & ſo apoore 
man in aduerfity,may as well be an ivſftrumemt of goodro his 
courtrey,asa rich man in proſperity,as Se/omon tc tiifieth,Ec- 
| cleſ'9. 15. Onthe other fide, the wicked with his mouth and 
hurtfull words,doth wor ke miſchiefe among whom hee con- 
uerſech, And this ſeemerth to bee placed next after the former 
ſentence,as a reaſon annexed vnto it, for the confirmation of 
it; for there is due cauſe why the aduancement and proſperi- 
ty ofiuſt men ſhould bee as it were celebrated withthe mirch 
of the people, for as much as they haue benefaGtorsrailed vp 
ynto them, who will deſtinate their owne wealth and prefer 
ment to the generall good of many ; and why they ſhould 
concejue ſo much comfort by the death or fall of vngodly 
perſons, firhence the whole towne, city, or countrey is deliue- 
red rom the miſchicfe or danger of a common ſpoiler. 


Verſet2, He that is deſtitute of wiſdome,deſpiſeth bis neigh« 
bowr : but a man of vnderitanding will keepe filence. 


Fooliſh man which hath a beggerly heart, as the words | 
A ſignihie, being void of ſour d ——— and ſanGtified Chyarii 
knowledge of Godg holy will, deſireth to vilifie others, cſpe= 
Cally ſuch as fear® God, and to make them 4 6 cam baſe and 


comemptible, And this done ſometimes in bicter anger,by 
'N railing, 


. 178 ProvaRB. 
railing,reuiling,and contumelious reproches ; and ſomeing 
in ſcurrill mirth,by girding iefts and laughter ; and ſometing. 
;n hidden craft,by talſe reports and ſlanders, Burt they whigh 
haue more wiſedome, will frame themſclues to betterbehy. 
wiour : they will not onely keepe filence from offering that, 
dignitic to them that prouoke them not thereunto, but vil 
allo forbcare to requite them with reproches, which haveng 
ſpared to ſeeke their diſgrace. For ſo doth Daxidtchiifie of 
himſelfe in this caſe : / am as a man that heareth not, and us 
dumbe man that cpeneth not his month. Plal.38. 13. 


OE 
: 


Verſ.13. He that goeth about as a tale-bearer diſconereth, , \ 
ſecretybut he that is of a fauthfull heart,concealeth a matter, ken 
N this place,and in the ninteenth of Leviticus, verſ.16,and E 
elſewhere the holy Ghoſt compareth buſi-bocies,and ſuch e 
the 


as delight to deale in other mens matrers, to pettic chapmen, 
and pedlers, which carrie wares about, ſclling in one place,and uiſ 
buying in another, and rwomarkes of leandnefle he brandeth the 
them with as firſt, that they haue falſe and vnfaithfull hearts: do 


and then thatthey haue looſe and blabbing tongues thatcan Fa 
keepeno counſell, but tell all thatthey heare, They will draw _ 
on men by their newes andreportsto open their minds and «A 
ſecrets ynto them, which after they will publiſh ro others, we 
From both which vices he cleareth all good men, their hears kn 
are faithfull,and their tongues are flentto couer ſuch marters lot 
as louc requireth themro hide, and duty and confciencedoe o 
not bind themtolay open. | _ 


Verl.14. Where no counſel is,the people fall: bur where mu- lik 
”) counſeilors aretheress bealth. | ny” 


Vir there 14 counſel ) Where godlyand holy inſtry- mn 
Ction for guiding the hearr and behauiour, & grave o- 
and prudent aduice for gouernment of figre, either domeſti- bf 
eall,or publike,doe faile,chere the people Ade'fall, rhar js; the 
gouernours thenaſelues, and i chey that areif — 
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them,doe runne into many miſchiefes of grieuous diſorders, 
and miſerable deſtruction. For what in that caſe isto be _ 
Red from ſuperiours, but violence and oppreſſion? And what 
from inferiours, but falſhood and diſobedience? And what 
from all ſorts,but impictie and wickednefſe ? And what then 
from God, bur heauie ftrokes and puniſhments? Bur where 
many connſellers are, which bee faithfull, and giue wiſe and 
wholeſome counſell, and that is alſo imbraced and followed, 
there is health, that is,religion and iuftice, peace, plentie, and 
fafery,with Gods gratious fauour and bleſſing. 


Verſ.15. He that is ſurety for a ſtranger ſhall wholly be bro- 
hen : bat he that hateth thoſe that clap hands, is ſure, 


Is purpoſe here is to giue men admonition to beware of 
Hue : which he doth infer by two reaſons, firfi, from. 
the hurt and danger which they run into that bee not well ad- 
uiſed therein : and ſecondly, from the peace and fafety which 
they enioy that heedfully auoide the perill thereof, Now hee 
doth not abſolutely condemne all ſuretiſhip ( for then would 
Paul have neuer vndertaken for Ozeſimn:) but raſhnefle only 
therein is that whichis here,and in other places reproued.For 
it may ſometimes be a worke of mercy to become ſurety, as 
wel as to lend,or giue.By franger,isnot meant al,or only vn- 
knowne perſons, For it may fall outto be a dutic of Chriftian 
loue,that way to helpe and relieue ſome ſuch as wee were ne- 
uer before acquainted with,and a neere neighbour,a familiar 
friend, a kinſman,a brother may in this caſe be a firanger tovs, 
when it is not ſafe to yndertake for him, As firſt, if there bee 
like to grow detriment to the borrower, as taking money, or 
any other commodities vpon hard conditions, and at ynrea- 
ſonable ratcs,or for needleſſe expences, and vnthriftineſſe, or 
any way to the hurt ofhis ſtate or conſcience. Secondly, if ir 
tendto the hurt and damage ofthe lender, thathee is in dan- 
gerto bee defeated of his owne, and to ſuſtaine Joſſe by our 
meanes,if we our ſelues are to beintangled by it, rhe ſun and 
value ofthe debt being morethen wee arc able either co pay, 
1 N 2 or 


130 Pxoverss. Chai, 
or well to ſpare : when ones owne creditors by thaiter. 
caſion,mulſt be defrauded of their due, when our wives; dil 
dren, & families, which haue alſo an intercſt in our ſubtiance 
ſhail be robbed of their portion and maintenance, and big, 
ucdof the fruit of their owne laþours, Then he ſhewethiars 
medie againſt it,to hate ſuch asclap hands,that is, to hatean 
feare to beeclapper of hands our ſclucs, for the rarifyingand 
confirmation of promiles in this vnaduifed ſureriſhip, andf 
we ſh2ll be ſafe and ture inthis behalfe. Provided yet,thatw 
take not other courſes that be couſen-germanes to it, andy 
dangerous and hu:tfull asthar is ; as neg]-gently withoural 
care and regard to run into debts and arrerages,or yenturouþ 
ly without due confideration of mens faithtuineſle, andabilþ 


ty tO Ind forth our money, wares,or cattel],and ſoto put our | 
Nate into the hands of ſtrangers, 


Verſ.16. «A gratious woman maintaineth her henonr, 


ffrong Wen keepe riches, 


oh Soom woman|Which is endued with the fear of God, 
atd the heavenly gifts of the holy Ghoſt,dorb mamta, 
that is, doth both get and hold a reuerent eſtimation and 
credit, as /irong men be of ability ro obtaine wealth, andr- 
ches,and to detend that whichchey have, A man withgrett 
ſtrengrh,being alſoinduſftrious and prudent, through laboi 
and trauell, will in time compaſſe no ſmall commodity : andfo 
will this godly woman by her piety, modeſty, meckenelſt, 
with all other good endowments of minde, and vertues 

conuerfation , purchaſe vnto herſclfe grear praiſe and com 
mendation from thoſe whoſe liking, approbatrion, andtefl 
monie is of avy value, Likewiſe myghty men (eſpecially whet 
they are well armed) hold faſttheir money and ſubtiance,it 
1s$not eahe to rob them of their goods, bur a more difhicult 
matterit is to bereaue and ſpoile an honeſt religious matrone 


of her cruth, chaſtity, and gnodneſle, whereby ſhe ſhouldbe 
expolcd to ſhame and reproch, Bl 
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Verſ.17. Hee that is a mercifull man rt\vardeth bis owne 
ſoule : bur he that is cruel[troubleth his owne fleſh. 


Y « mercifuman,is meanyfuch a one, as witha tender & 
Boi heart doth good bothtothe bodies and ſoules of 
men according to theirneed,and his owne ability. And free» 
ly alſo remitteth wrongs,and paſſerh by offences withourre- 
uengement, Where it is ſaid that he rewardeth his owne ſoule, 
the ſenſe is,thart he procurerh to himſelfe both for ſoule & bo. 
dy a reward from God, & that as certaine,as large,and conti. 
nuall,as if the fulnefle of power werein his owne hand,to be- 
Row ypon himſelfe as much happines for as long time as his 
heart could poſſibly deſire. 

Bat he that ts cruel[|Whicheirher in violence or rigor vſcth 
ro offer men hard meaſure,orſhutreth vp his panenks from 
them that 2re in afflition,that he will no wayreclicue or ſeeke 
rocomfort,troubleth his owne fleſh, that is, hurteth his owne 
body,and in like manner his ſoule alſo. 


Verl.18, The wicked worketh a deceitfull worke : but he that 
ſoweth righteouſneſſe, ſhallreceine a ſure rewayd, 


Hewicked workethra deceitful worke | Hee is continually 
praRifing of ſome euill, which will never faile,to make 
his expeation to faile. But be rhar ſawerh righieonſnes, which 
conſtantly,and conſcionably is exerciſed in doing good, ſhall 
baxe a ſure reward,partly in this life, with a competent mea» 
ſure of comfortable proſperity, and perfeQly in the life ro 


-come,wish-glorious immortality. The ſenſe will be the better 


diſcerned,ifthe oppoſition be ferdoWwne inthis manner : The 
wicked worketha deceitfull worke by ſowing of iniquitie, 
and therefore ſhall be deceiued in his reward : but the godly 
worketh a fairhfull worke by ſowing of righteouſneſle, and 
therefore ſhall recezue a ſure reward, 


N ; | ' Verſ. 19, 
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Verſ.19.So righteouſneſſe leadeth tolife and he that ſolo 
enill,ſecheth his owne death. + 


His verſe is inferred vpoughe former, by way of explicy. 

 tion,to ſhew what he meant by the deceivecdie worked 
the wicked,and the ſure wages of the righteous. And firſt hy 
beginneth with the latter, according to the manner ofthe. 
brewes,declaring thar life, vnderſ{tanding thereby immonil. 
ty,and all che bleſſednefſſe annexed vnrto ir,is that ſure rewal 
which all godly men may vndoubtedly expect : and deftruf, 
on both of ſoule and body eternally, is the end whereuntothe 
deceirfull worke will bring wicked men, which doe ſo mud 


deceiuethemſelues by a greedy deſire of ſatisfying theirſu- 
full luſts, 


Verſ, 20. They that are of a froward heart are abominatin 


ro the Lord: but they that are vpright in their way, are his it 
light. 


BY frowvard in heart he meaneth not only ſuch as are inclþ 


ned to anger and bitternes,which are of a crabbed,ſowr, 
andchurliſh diſpoſition ; bur finful 


all chat are wilfull in an 
courſe,though with never ſo PEST ind Tangier Yo 
many times excefſiue pleaſure, and ſporting and merriment, 
with good fellowſhip,as men account ir,is & very ſubie&d 
their frowardneſle, and that which they ſo ob(linacely ſtand 
in. And though they pretend reaſon for their doing, & ſeeme 
ſmoothly co defend it, without — rhe WL — 

_Jug-fuledinreſolurion of irowne purpoſe,” the Lor 
notice of it,and therefore abHhorreth them for the preſent,and 
will make his iundgements to manifeſt his deteſtation of them 
hereafter, Bur they that are prigbt in their Way and heart, (3 
the other are frowardin heart and behaujour) are greatly be- 
loucd of God now,and ſhall more fully ſee, and feele, andere 
ioy the comfort and happineſle of his fauour in time to come. 


a Verſ, 31 
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Verſ.21. Though handioyne in hand,thewicked ſhall not be 
vnpuniſhed,but the ſeed of the righteous ſhall eſcape. 


Hough vngodly men haug many friends, and ſuch as bee 

{ jretrah though they ioyne all their forces together to 
aide and defend one another, or all of them one, yet they ſhall 
not be able-to minifler any helpe or ſuccour won the Lord 
taketh them in hand to plague them. On the other ſide, 
though righteous men ſeeme to bee in grear peril, and haue 
fewer friends, and choſcalſo poore and feeble, yet they ſhall 
oe out and bedeliuered,and not onely fo, bur their children 
and poſterity alſo ſhall bee preſerued : ſo that whereas many 
ftrong wicked men cannot deliuer one, one weake godly man 


ſhall deliuer many. 
Yerl.22. As 4tewell of gold in a ſwines ſnont : ſo is afaire 


woman that lacketh diſcretion. 


A? aring of gold,or any other ornament doth nor adotne 


but misbecome a ſwine, no more doth beautie, ature, 
ſtength, wit, apparell, wealth, or any other excernall thing, 
bring true praiſe or commendationeither to man or woman, 
which wanteth rye wiledomrorynderftanding. For no gifts 
of nature,or of the body are true ornaments , bur —. 
miſhes,& eye- Tores, without grace : faire jewels cannor yeeld 
excellencie to foule creatures, bur are defaced. and diſgraced 
by them, as the filthie fow would defile the moſt pretious 
riog,by digging inthe dirt,and wallowing in the mire,& do- 
Ing other like fats whernnto the ſwiniſh beaſt is accuſtomed. 
Now wicked women,and graceleſſe men,are more foule and 
brutiſh then the dirtieſt hogge, tumbling in the filth and fink 
of pride, wantennefle, vnchaftity,riot, ontention,and ſuch 0- 
ther vices: if what colour then ſocuer their faces bee, or of 
whatſocuer feature their perſons be, or how gorgeous ſocuet 

ir garments be,or how great ſoeuer their dignicies be, che 
Lord,and wiſe men diſcerne nothing in them bur deformity. 
N 4 Verſ. 23, 
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\ Verſe 23. Thedeſire of the righteous is onely geoll: but th 
hope of the wicked is indignation. "24.77 2 HERR 


E muſt beware here that we iuſtific not al thewiſha 
V and deſires to bee good, which righteous men con. 
ceive,nor condemneallto be vynrighteous which conceines 
ny wiſhes and defires that bee not good : for then ſhould Ds 
id be excluded out of the number-f the right eous,orelſchy 
defire of hauing Bathſheba, or wiſhing to know the number 
ef thc people ould bee allowed. But hee vnderſtandeththe 
maine ſtreame of their defires,the courſe and current ofthe 
heartsisto godlinefſe and goodnefle,though ſometimes they 
corrupt nature in themſelues, and the tempeſtuous tempti- 
tions of Satan do violently driue their thoughts another way 
which is wholly contrary inthe wicked, For they defireno- 
rhing buc miſchiefe and evill, & therfore in the cndthey ſſl 
receive nothing bur miſerie and-puniſhment, which willbefo 
great and ſo grieuous,as will make them raue and rage with 
madneſle and furie,cſpecially becauſe they looked for a bert: 
Rare, Thus then Randeth the oppoſicien : the defire of the 
righteous is onely good,and therefore their hope ſhall endin 


conſolation : bur the deſire of the wickedis onely evil, and 
therefore their hope ſhall end in indignation, 


Verſe 24. There is that ſcattereth,and is more increaſed: 
be that ſpareth more then right,commeth ſurely to ponertie, 


pw that diſperſe their goods, this way and that, beſiow- 


ing them ypon ſuch as are in want and necefſity,or other 
wiſe imploying them for the publike benefic of many, the 


that are readie and willing to part with their yur or mony, 
forthereliefe of ſuch as are in want or necefhitie,or toa 


ther good yſes,are ſaid to ſcatter them : and ſuch take thebel 


| courſe to increaſe them, as ſowing of corne is a meanesW 
helpe a man moreand more, | 


And this he deliuereth with great wiſedome and waxints, 


Verſe 25.26. ProOver »s. | 135 
ſaying, that ſome are more increaſed and not all : for m_ 
ſcatter vpon Cice,and cards,and dogges,and whores,and ſuc 
like,and they may looke to be firipr of all the reft, rather then 
to adde to that which they haue. On the other fide, hee that 
keeperh in that which hee. _— to lay our,and ſpareth thar 
which dutic requireth him to ſpend, doth play the cuill huſ- 
band for the impoueriſhing of his owne eſtate, * |, 


Verſe 25. The liberall ſoule ſhalwax fat,and he that gizeth 
plentifully ſhallpawre foorth, & | 
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Heſe words haue affinitie with the former part of the 
verſe next before,and are ioynedto it partly in way of ex- 
lication,and partly in way of illuſtration. Andtherefore firſt 

- ſheweth who obtaine that bleſſing to increaſe by ſcatte- 
ring, and that is they.whoſe liberalntie begirmeth at their 
hearts :and then hedeclarcth the proſperous ſuccefle thereof 
by a (ailitude from wal-tooiagaorbich recciue as much wa- 
ter inwardly, as they ſend foorth outwardly, which, if they 
ſhould faile of iſſue, would alſo faile of fulnes, the waters di- 
verting their courſe ſome other way, where they might haue 
better paſſage, or elſe infuling themſclues in the earth, and 
mould of the adiacentplaces round abour, & ſo make a quag- 
mire, The ſame compariſon doth Iſaiah vſe for the ſame pur- 
poſe: The Lord ſhall ſatisfie thy ſoule continually in drong ht,and 11; 2... 
mate fat thy bones : and thou ſhalt be like awatred teniich and 
like a ſpring of water whoſe waters faile not. - 


Ee 


Verſ.26.He that wthdraweth corne,the people wil curſe him: 
but bleſſing ſhall be upon the head of himthat ſelleth corne, 


]: 1s not vnlawfull to keepe in corne, as. /oſeph did in the 
time of plenticto be prouided againſt ſcarcicie and dearth: 
but when we may ſpareig,andothers needeit, then to with- 
boldthe ſelling thereof in hopeto raiſe the price;thistenderh 
toacommon hurt, and therefore will cauſe a common com- 
plaint of the people againſt vs, Bur on the other fide, bleſ- 
fing ſhall bee on his head char ſellech corne, hee ſhall _ 

y 


9 
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only haue the good teſtimonie and prayers of men beneul,” 
bur the blefling of God himſclfe from aboue deſcend wa 

him. Prouided that his heart be vprighe therein, not ſonug 
reſpeQing the price in ſelfe-loue, as ghe profiting ofhishry. 
ther in Chriſtian charitie : and that hee yſc all og 
cumſtances accordingly, As to ſell that which is good n1 


reaſonable rate,and performe ic in due ſeaſon,and fullmeafr 
and ſuch like, 


Verſe 27. Hee that diligently ſeeketh good, ſhall get fanem: 
but he that ſeeketh enill,it ſhall come to him. 


HE that ſeeketh carefully with an vpright heart to benekt 

thoſe among whom hee liveth in any good manter, 
keth the beſt way to win the hearts of the people, andis lik 
to haue the hearts of good men knit vnto him,and certainets 
obtaine and enioy Gods fauour and louing kindneſſe, Andie 
that ptorterh, or praQtiſeth miſchiefe againſt others, Balls. 
thers ſhall be moſt hurt thereby himſelte. For the Lordisno 
vnacquainted with the waies ofmen, with their deſires, ende- 
vours,and aRions : and hee loueth thoſe who with a'faithful 
heart addi themſelues to weldoing,and will incline theaft- 
ions of men,whoſe kindnefle is worth any eftimation,zo bt 
kinde ynto them: and he will alſo requite to burtfull and ms 
lignant miſcreantstheir owne meaſtre,according to our pro 
uerbs, Setfe doe, ſelfe have : alſo, He that doth watch harms, 
ſhall not faile ro catch harme, And notwithftanding thi 
their miſchieuous defignes take none effeR, (as Ba/aom could 
not obtaine his purpoſe to curſe Iſrael) yet the very —_ 


pea the defire ſhall not eſcape without puniſhment, which 
inflied vpon them in due ſeaſon, 


Verſe 28. Hee that trafteth in bis riches, ſhall fall: but tht 
rigbteons ſhall floriſh as a branch, 


Ethat ſs repoſerh ypon his wealth,as that for loue, id | 
| » Fo thereof he is willing,andin confideacechereolÞ | 
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5s bold co fin againſt God; he which hopeth it will keepe him 
from troubles,or rid him out of troubles,or any way conferre 
happineſſe ro him, this man ſhall ſurely be brought down, and 
fall into miſchiefe. And ſo by the ſame proportion, ſhall all 
thoſe which truſt to men, orto wit, or to any other creature. 
Onthe other fide, iuſt menare all on the mending hand; they 
are well planted, they grow in a fruitfull ground by the rivers 
of water, they haue the Lord Ieſus Chriſt for their roote, they 
hauc God the Father to drefſe and keepe them, and therefore 
they ſhall floriſh as a branch which growerth and hath greene 
leaues. The drought of aduerfitic ſhall not hurt thE, the dewes 
of wholeſome proſperitic ſhall not failethem. They ſhall haue | 
ſafctie for their bodies, graces for their ſoules, competency for 
their tate,and all good furtherances for their enerlaſting glo- 
rie, Thus Randeth-che oppoſition: The wicked truſt in their 
riches,and they ſhall fall like rotten boughes ; but the righte- 
ous truſt in the Lord, and they ſhall grow like flouriſhing 
branches. 


Verſ.29. Hee that troubleth bis owne houſe ſhall tnherit the 
winde,and the foole ſhall be ſernant to the wiſe in heart. 


fb is ſaid ro trouble his houſe, which doth miſpend his 
goods, and __ his affaires, and miſgonerneth his 
people that dwell with him, That either doth corrupt them 
with finfulnes,or moleſt them with frowardnes,or affli&t them 
with miſerie. When he either maketh them patients to beare 
the burthen of his follie, or agents ro commit follie with him, 
He ſhall inherit the winde, ks is, ſhall bring all co nothing, 
His ſubſtance ſhall flie vp hike ſmoake into the ayre,and no- 
thing bee left tro maintaine him on earth. And when all bis 
_m are gone, his hibertic muſt goe after. This foole ſhall * 
all be ſeruane to the wiſe in heart,that is,to one who is more 
prouidentYiſcreere and carefull for his tate and houſehold, 

y were wont in great wants to fell themſelues for fer- 
uants,as the Egyptians did in Joſephs time. And for great debts Gen.q7.19. 
to bee taken by the creditors, and either mala bond- 

men, 
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wen,or elſe ſold toothers. And one oftheſe, faith} 
be the caſe of this vathriſftie trouble-houſe. 


- # 
? __ 
. - , 


Verſ.30. The fruit of the righteous ts 4s 4 tree of life aullh 


that winxeth ſoules is wiſe, 


He meaning of theſe words is, thata godly manisyey 

plentifu!l in bringing forth fruit, and his fruit exceed 
proficable tothem that receive it, Eſpecially his inftrudtion, 
conſolations,prayers,and other ſpirituall means that heyſtth 
to conuert,or confirmethe harts of his brethren, Andhehin 
ſclfc alſo is not without the fruit of his owne fruit; whicy 
intimated here by pronouncing him wiſe that winnethfouls 
that is, which with deſirc and endeauour faithfully and db 
creetly,by Gods owne meanes,accordingto his placeandab 
ling exher doth draw men out of their Gon and jgnorat 
or elſe faileth of ſuccefſe therein, not by his neghgener, and 
want of loue; but rather by their tubbornneſle and want 
will. And herewith the Prophet doth ſatisfic himſclle, wit 
ſocuer ſhould bee the iſſue of his miniftery. Now ſaith th 
Lord that formed me from the wombe to bee his ſeruant : thal 
may bring Iacob againe to him; though 1ſrael bee not gathah 
yet ſhall I be glorious in the eyes of the Lord: and my Godſoalk 
my ſtrength, On the other fide we dare not take ypon vitos 
Rifie the hearts and fates of all thoſe which have beenocath 
ens of any mans conuerſion,if it be not their fruit : norto& 
tenuate the efficacie of cuery vnregenerarte mans mini 
that his dotrine ſhould win none to ſaluation, Tt is grantt 
without queſtion or gainſaying, that hee may prepare 
and build ypafter,and we remember not any ſuch flint ori 
Rraior ſpoken of, but thathe may alſo conuert, eſpeciallybs 
fore his life is tained with any finfull bebaujour, that wig! 
_ his miniſtery into contempt, The power of preactuſ 
ſanderh inthe ordinance of God, by the worke Pf his pi 
and not inthe perſon of the meſſenger that doch publiſbit 
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Verſ{.1;. Behold, the righteous ſhall bee recompenced on 
rth : haw much more the wicked and the ſmner? 


He matter which he is about to ſpeak of is both certaine 
and waighty,and ſuch as concernetheuery man to looke 
oin regard of his owne caſe : and therefore he prefixeth this 
ord, Beho/d, ro moue all to ſerious conſideration of that 
which is to be ſaid, And har is firſt touching the godly, that 
hey mult be correRed for theirfatilts when they offend,cuen 
nſuch manner and meaſure as holdeth ſome proportion with 
heir offences, though notin equality, for : who ſhould 
he able roabide it ? The word recompence, therefore in this 
Jace isnot taken for reuengement, or puniſhment procee- 
Jing frem Gods indignation, but a louing chaftiſement, 
ough it be ſharpe, according to thethreatning of parentsto 
heir children, whom they be farre from hating,or hurting : I 
ill ſurely pay you for this, And that it ſhould appeare that 
othing is intended againſt them, for the perill of their ever- 
aſting ate,there is a limitation annexed,rthat iris robe one=- 
un the earth, Nex: he ſheweth the condition of the wicked, 
atif the righteous ſcape not ſcotfree, they muſt in no ſort 
dee ſpared, but feele more heauie and fearetull puniſhments, 
pugh not inthe earth, yet in the world to come. 


CHAPTER. XII, 


Verſ. 1. He that loneth correition,loweth knowledge : but he 


that hateth correftion,us brutiſh, 


ea. E that loueth inftraftion | Which doth apply 
[513j ,53 bimſclferoſeckeir, by thoſe meanes which are 
DE 's ordained of God for his people to bee inftru- 
68) {2 Ged by, and accepteth and maketh vſe oft, 
$£3922% Whenit is offered to him, he /oveth knowledge, 
Mts hath it in duc etimation,and:ruly deſireth it, 8 _ 
Ore 
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forc ſhall alſoaccordingly obtaine it. But he that kaab. 
reftion, which refuſeth all inſtruRtion, bur eſpecially will 
endureto be reproued, or correted, he i bruti/h, a bealtin 
mans ſhape,a foole in a high degree of follie, bothformj 
norant mind and rude behauiour, and wretched condition, 


Verſ. 2. A good man getteth fauonr of the Lord: butt 
of wicked imagination will be condemnone, 


Good man, which ſetteth his-heart to deuiſe ofg 

and performeth the ſame in praCtiſe, getteth fawn! 
the Lord,cthat is,cnioyeth the aſſurance and comfort ofhis 
uing kindnefle in his ſoule,and the good effects thereofbai 
in ſoule and body,and euery other way. Bat 4 man of wi 
mmaginations,&c, Itisthe deſcription of a wicked man byy 
peripbrafis,that heis as it were made of finfull thoughts 
purpoſes,and is in the middeſt of them. 

A good man may ſomtimes haue euill imaginations,as I 
#id had to deſtroy the whole houſe of Naba!, bur it wail 
imagination of the man, and he was not a man of ſuchimay 
nations. He will condemne,&c. The diſpleaſure of God aganl 
him is declared by the effe, he will conuince him, andi 
him guiltie,thatis, paſſe ſentence ypon him, and cauſe exec 
tionto be done accordingly. Thus then Rtandeth the oppe 
tion: A you man of godly meditations getteth fauouroſt 
Lord,who therefore will fg him; but an cuill man of 
ked imaginations, incurreth the diſpleaſure of the Lord,w 
thercfore will condemne him. 


Verſ. 3. A man cannot be eftabliſhed by wickedneſſe : bmi 


root ef the righteous cannot be moned, 


Cs may (eeme to ſerue a mans turne, but jnthe a 
it ſhall appeare it never did him good, For howſocurrt 
an occaſion of lifting many men vp on hiein proſperity, 
giueth them no ſure footing intheir ſtate, but downetneJ® 
and then it had been better for them to haue Rood "= 
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ound. Wicked men often grow greater, and faſter then 0. 
is, buttheir ſerling is not fo faſt and firme,as the other pare 
lewerh The rightzous though they benot ſorall and iprea= 
ing vpwards,yetthey rake rootec the ſtronger downwards : 
dthongh their bdoughes be ſhaken aboue, yerthat will not 
zoſen his hold beneath, This is the oppoſition: The vngodly 
all nor be eſtabliſhed by wickedneſle, bur his root ſhall be 
ucked vp ; bur the righteous ſhall bee eſtabliſhed by godli- 


{ſe,and his root ſhall nor be moued, 


Verſ.4. Avertuons woman is the crowne of her busband : 
tſhe that maketh him aſhamed ts a rottenneſſe in his bones, 


Vertuous woman,Wwhichfeareth God,and loueth her huſ. 
band,and is faithfull in her calling, acrowne to her huſ< 
»d,ſhe is for his honour and credit,and conſequently for his 
rofit and comfort, But ſhe that maketh him aſhamed, which 
ther by her leaudnefſe and rudenefle, doth bring himinto 
dntempr,or at leaſt makethhim to hold downe his head, or 
y negligence, pride and waſttulnefſe doth weaken his eſtate, 
dd bringeth him to wanr,ſhe # a rottenneſſe in his bones,thar 
torment andcorraliue to his heart, as grieuous as the ach 
f the bones, or corruption of the marrow, which is more 
vinfull and incurablethen an vicer in the fleſh. The Antithe- 
is thus : A vertuous woman is the crowne of her husband, 
d ſo a great ioy and gladnefle to his heart : bur a'vicious 
oman is a ſhame to her husband, and as arottennefle in his 
ones, 


[i 


Verſ, 5, The thoughts of the init are right : but the connſels 
the wicked are deceit, | 


Odly men are not alrogether void of thoughts thar are 
not right andallowable: fomtimes Satan caſterh in mat- 
rto turne them out of the right courſe : ſometimes their 
We fleſh will play itpart, and ftirrevp deſire of commodity 
Wpraiſe,andgleaſures, and ſuch hkein them: but theſe are 
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as che muddineſſe that may be for a timein a goodfounth 

that is troubled: thete they allow not : theſe they reſiſt; 
iudge theml:lucs for ; and therefore God taketh noticeony 
ofthem that are good tending to his ſervice and glory, thy 
owne ſzluation,and the ws of cheir breth:en, Onthew 
ther ſide,che counſels of the wicked, that is, their devices ploy 
and purpoſes in themlclues (for they are here rather the wok 
of the minde then ofthe rongue,and oppoſed to therhoughy 
of the godly) are deceir, rending either to the circumventgy 
and wronging of others,or to the cloaking and hidivgoftax 
owne fintulncſle, | 


Verſ.6. The talking of the Wicked 5 to lie in \vaite forblul 
. but the month of the righteous will delmer them. q 


Heſe words are notto bee vnderſtood to meaneallfon 

of wicked men, but fuch as are malitious : and theirſpes 
ches to0,of ſuch as they maligne, doe principally rendto 
inſnaring and catching of them,and that to their deftrud 
ſofarre as they caneffe&t ir : if not by violence vpon theirds 
diestotheraking away of their liues,yet by oppreſſion oth 
wiſe tothe ruine of their citate. Now the contrarie ist0 
foundin the godly,who vſe their lips as much as inthemis 
fuccour ſuchas the wicked lic in waite for : either as Pal 
nephew did,by diſcouering the praQiſes againſt them, ot 
ing ſuters for them, or cleering their innocency. And thil 


ſpoken of their endeauour, and not of theeuent, forth 
many times otherwiſe. 


Verſ.7. God onerthroweth the wiched,and they are niti if 
the bouſe of the righteous ſhall ſtand, , ft q 


V Hen the ſtate of the vngodly which are not00d 

 choſen,changeth from proſperity ro adverſitie,tl® 
dome ſtayeth till they be veterly defiroyed, both chemienh 
and their houſes : This word are nor. Fignifierh a ſlaughtf! * 
killing, as itis ſpokenofthe murthering of the jnfanrsby# 


poſes. ProveRs»s. I93 
yod Mar, 2.18. Ter. 31.15. /n Rama was a voice _— PIONT - 
wning,and weeping, and great lamentation : Rachel weeping for 
Che ſly art = be comforted, becanſe they pogo 
But here is more ynderſtood, then the lofle of naturall life, md 
that is, theperdition of ſoule and body. And yet not the ex- 
tin&tion of either :for the ſoule ſhall never vaniſh away, nor 
the boily for cuer: they ſhallnot find ſo much mercie ac Gods 
' hands. Their being ſhall not ceaſe, but their comfortable and 
well being. They ſhall bee euerlaſting, euerlaſtingly to beare 
the burthen of Gods wrath, and to ſuffer the vnſufferable tor- 
ment of deathand damnation. Zur the honſe of the righteous, 
that is, he, and choſe things which appertaine vnto him, ſhall 
be preſerued from being onerthrowneto ruine. His ſoule may 
be aſſaulred with temations,and his body afflifted with many 
maladies, and many blaſts of crofles and affii tions may trou- 
ble him ſore: yea both himielte and his eftate may ſeeme to 
come to an end, bur it is only as a tree tranſplanted, and not 
extirpated, or rooted out; for as much as it-is-ſer in better 
ground: or asan houſe remoued and taken downe,cobe made 
a firmer,and more beautifull building,bur fall downe and pe- 
riſhirdoth not. 


Ver{.8, Aman ſhall bee commended according to bis wiſe- 
dome : but the froward in heart ſhall be deſpiſed, 


Senery one is more wiſe & godly, fo ſhall he have more 

true praiſe & honor:Somtimes,& very oftenthe wicked 
ſhal commend him, commonly the righteous,and alwaies the 
Lord himſelfe, bur moſt of all atthe laſt day, before a!l men, 
and Angels,as our Sauiour tellerh ys in the 25 of Maith.Con- 
trariwiſe :he froward in heart,fuch whole harts r:ie&tal good 
Inſtructions and graces, ſhall be deſpiſed, and brought to con- 
tempt among men in this life, or their faults breake out after 
they 2re dead, or be manifeſted beforeall the worldatthe day 
ofthe Locd, This isthe oppoſition 3 Hethar is vpright ofhagr 
(hatlbe commended for his wiſedome 2 but he that is froward 
othcare, ſhall be deſpiſed for his follie, - | FÞ44224l 
| O Verl.9. 


.. Verſe g. He that is deſpiſcdjrud ii n 
then be that beatteth bimſelfe,and "NOM 
E that is defpiſed, that is, of meane efiate, forwhichty 
Hean; proud worldlings commonly have menin wy. 
cempt,ond is his owne ſernaxt, that is,induftrious and dig; 
by labour to prouide himſelfe of things that be needfull, (a 
ſo euer they may truly bee called their owne ſervantsghny: 
Faithfull in anocher mans ſeruice)ss better then be that beaſt 
bhimſelfe,chat is, which flandeth vponhis — 
lacketh bread, hath little or acting to maintaine hi 
withall ; for bread is put here for all manner of neceſlatie ys 
uifion, He is the better man,ard inthe better fiatewhomile 
Lord doth more regard ; which doth performethe better 
ficesto his brethren; who doth cate the labours of hisþavl 
and comfortably enioyeth the fruite of his trauailts; who 


wiſedome and prouidence all wiſe men take notice of wi 
commend. | 


Verſe 10. A righteous manregardeth the life of his beat 


the mercies of the wicked are cruell, 


E Bo purpoſe anddrift of theſe words tendeth to this,thit 
euery godly and righteous man isalſo mercifull:andihs 
no wicked perſon can poſſibly have any true pitie or comſth 
fionin him. A righteous man, —_— that feareth Godul 


is faichfull,regarderh the hfe of his beaſt, bis loue and kivdw 
and good dealing is ſo plentifull to men, and elpecialpl 
whichdepend vpon him,and be of his charge, and at 
ding, that it loweth ouer alſo to the cattell , and cream 
which he ownerh or vſcth, or is-put in truſtto lookto, of 
oppormnicle offercd to preſerue from hurt or periſhing, *# 
mercies of the wicked, thoſe actions and waics of the 
Which carrie the faireſt ſhew and colour of mercie, are coor, 
have crueltie mixed therewith, cither in purpoſeor manane 
enent ipſuing thereupon either the hurt oncly benebcagh 
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YT, | nin rome” JUeWwarc commo- 
Jicie: or laying a baite for him, by giuing atrifle,codraw him 
peo his ner, for the ouerthrow, or impairing of his eſtare,&c. 

ndif there be ſuch cruelcie in their kindneſſe, in their libera- 
itie,in theirmercie ;z what isto be looked for in their hatred, 


their diſpleaſure, in their wrath and fiercenes ? 


Verſ. :1. He that tilleth his land,ſhall be ſatisfied with bread: 
but he that followeth the idle,is deſtitute of underflanding. 


E that tilleth his land | Which is induſtrious and faithfull 

| to doe good in any honeſt yocation:although he inſtan- 
eth in this one worke of husbandrie, a ſer ſeruice very lau- 
dable and praiſe werthie, for the common vrilitie, and gene- 
allneccſſitic of it, ſhall be ſatisfied with bread, ſhall have com- 
etencic of all things that are needfull for him, and that with 
omfort and good contentation, if hee be godly and religious 
(o,and not prodigall,or greedie of gaine : for pietie bringeth 
ontentment : burit is as poflible co All vp a bottomlefle gulfe 
ch water, as to ſatisfie a voluptuous perſon which deuou- 
wealth as faſt as hee getteth it; or n rauenous worldling 
hoſe heart and deſires like to hell and the graue, inceſſantly 


dungrie. But be that followeth the idle, vaine fellowes, which 


ve themſclues to no good trade or occupation,and is idle as 
hey are, is deftiture of vnderſianding, plaicch the foole, and 


ſhall feele the ſmart and paine of it, with miſerable and grie- 


us penurie,s wanting meanes of maintenance,and the help 
friends co relieue him, and reſolution of minde to vadergoe 


lo heauie aburthen with patience. 


The oppoſttion is : He thae tillerh his land is wiſe, and ſhall 
e ſatisfied with bread : bur hee that followerh the idle, or is 
dle (for that is the meaning) is deſtitute of ynderſianding, 


- —_ bee filled with pouertie. So is the ſupplic made: 
46,2 19, 


O23 Verſe 


Kan? 4 4 , Y 4%} 4 IT % 6 *+ d..5 * 4 - *, 
« ba + $ : 2.4 44 4 4 . 4 . 
. *1 « Y # , . ” , þ b F. $ i % Ss > i 
EE - #24 oe Ss 0 : 
% . k . "  Þ R b 
1 330.2443 5 s . # * y 
 FUTES: + % $4 -£;  & i F 4 FE. "44 * 
bg : *..v f 304 +3333 LT. © 4; 445" 
>" $133 $6 = p-R2 + 145 75 48 
" mo * a "#4 4 ” Sk bo " > - + <4 
; b, f 6 - f Tax 
Ly 4 L 5 + 5 
= . CY 
i 221 arti $.5 #4 or | n+ 4 þ 4 
4 LL 


; b = ; _ 
ON - L S #3 w ' _ Fl a” CY os 
Y * I” b As $ Fay = ,*8 2 
# 4*7 o ee” ASTD x 
. " - þ = © » » a ” - $ + y ' F » Ll 
w- 5 : - - 14 4 3 ++ % - "4 $f " _—_— 3 "% , 
> 16-5438 
- 4 | 
. | Verſe g. He thatis deſpiſed; medic i 6 
then be that boaitet """R 


HE that is defpiſed, that is, of meane eſtate, for whichty 
fooliſh proud worldlings commonly have men in wy. 
tempt,and is his owne ſernant, that is,induftrious and dilige; 
by labour to prouide himſelfe of things that be needfull, (al 
ſo euer they may truly bee called their owne ſervantghnm 
faithful in another mans ſeruice)ss better then be that beaſt 
himſelfe,that is, which Randeth vponhis nr. 
lacketh bread, hath little or dnling to maintaine hi 

withall : for bread is put here for all manner of neceſlatie piv 
uiſion. He is the better man,ard inthe better fiatewhomik 
Lord doth more regard ; which doth performe the better 
ficesto his brethren; who doth cate the labours of his 

and comfortably enioyeth the fruite of his travail; whot 


wiſedome and prouidence all wiſe men take notice of wl 
commend, 


Verſe 10. A righteous manregardeth the life of his beaf bn 


the mercies of the wicked are crwell. 


"=> purpoſe anddrift of theſe words tendeth to this,thit 
every godly andrighteous man is alſo mercifull:andiha 
no wicked perſon can poſſibly have any true pitie or compth 
fhonin him. A righteous max, cuery one that feareth Godud 
is faicbfull,regardeth the hfe of his beaſt, his loue and kinds 
and good dealing is ſo plentifull to men, and eſpecially tho 
whichdepend vpon him,and be of his charge, and tt hn 
ding, that it loweth ouer alſo to the cattell, and cream 
which he owneth or vſcth,or isput in truſtto look to, of 
oppoemaitle offercd to preſerue from hurt or periſhi 

 mercias of the wicked, thoſe aQions and waics | 
which carrie the faireſt ſhew and colour of mercie, areamh 
have cruckie mixed therewith, citherin purpoſeor 


euent inſuing thereupon ;eicher the hurt  oncly benchoagh 
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ndif there be ſuch crueltie in their kindneſſe, in their libera- 
nie,in theirmercie ; what isto be looked for in their hatred, 
achcir diſpleaſure, in their wrath and fiercencs ? 


Verſ.11. He that tilleth bis land,ſhallbe ſatisfied with bread: 
but he that followeth the idle,is deſtitute of underflanding. 


E that tilleth his land | Which is induſtrious and faithfull 
| to doe good in any honeſt yocation:alchough he inftan- 
eth in this one worke of husbandrie, a ſet ſeruice very lau- 
able and praiſe worthie, for the common vrilitie, and gene- 
allneccſſitic of ir, ſhall be ſatisfied with bread,ſhall haue com- 
ncic of all things that are needfull for him, and that with 
omfort and good contentation, if hee be godly and religious 
ſo,and not prodigall,or greedie of gaine : fbr pierie bringeth 
ontentment : butit is aspoffible co ll vp a bortomleſſe gulfe 
ich water, as to ſatisfie a voluptuous perſon which deuou- 
wealth as faſt as hee getteth it; or a rauenous worldling 
thoſe hearr and deſireis like to hell and the graue, inceſſantly 
huogrie. But be that follownth the idle, yaine fellowes, which 
pe chemſclues to no good trade or occupation,and is idle as 
hey are, is deftiture of vnderſtanding, plaieth the foole, and 
hall feele the ſmart and paine of ir, with miſerable and grie- 
us penurie,as wanting meanes of maintenance,and the help 
ff friends to relieue him, and reſolution of minde to vadergoe 
o heauic a burthen with patience. : 
The oppoſition is : He thae tillerh his land is wiſe, and ſhall 
e ſatisfied with bread : bur hee that followerh the idle, or is 
dle (for that is the meaning) is deſtitute of ynderſianding, 
4 wr bee filled with pouertie. So is the ſupplic made 3 
p,20,19, | 
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Verſ.12.The wicked defireththe defence of themthatbuut 


bur the roote of the righteous gineth it; yi 


VvW Hen the vogodly do come into perils,and afidiog 


and troubles doe come vpon them, alltheirhopeq 
helpe reſteth wholly in men, and thoſe not the godlywhig 
might direct them, or pray for them, but G6ntull perſonswhy 
as themſelues, whole tauour and power they truſt ynto,bu 
yainc, for they are deceiued by them': but the righteown 
not,or neede not to bee driven to ſuch ſhifts, the Lordlely 
Chriſtthcir roote yndertaketh their preſeruation, anddol 


not onely make aſhew thercof, but effeQually performaty 


Verſe 1 3. The .enill man is ſnared by the wickedneſſ oh 
lips,but the wiſe ſhall come out of aduerſutie. 


As wicked men doe maliciouſly abuſe their tongutih 
the hurt of ochers, ſo alſo many- times they overſhoot 
themſclues ſo farre as that aCuantage is takenot their word 
totheir owne peril and hurt : they cither alienate their friend 
or prouoke their encmics,or expoſe themſelues ro the willa 
power of them that lie in waite for them, or caſt rhemſelus 
into the Magiftrates hand; for ſedicious or contemptuel 
ſpeeches ; finally, by committing of one abſurdirie, or oiþt, 
they are intangled and caught, as 2 bird:in anet, or a bealii 
a toyle: as 01 the other ſide the godly doe oftentimes het 
themſelues out of troubles by the wiſedome of their ſpeechts 
For ſometimes the equitie of theircauſe is found out andis 
uoured by reaſon of their forcible and;good argumentsvitl 
and preſſed in their apologie: ſometimes their mild behaujoi 
and ſpftnes of ſpeech much worketh yponitheir aduerſarii 
_ g not implacable;topacific their. diſpleaſure,and r6-mity 
gate their fiercenes : ſomerimes friends axe-ſolicited, and pt 
{waded by their wiſe diſcourſe to Rand intheit defence,on? 
intercede forthem: and alwaies their prayers to .Godart! 

tectuall for their helpe and ſuccour, 
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Verſe 14. 4 man ſhallbe ſatiat with good things by the fruite 
his month and the recompence of « mans ſhall God gine 
ute bi, 


Man ſhall be ſatiatewith good things,&c.That is,ſhall be 

recompenſed bythe Lord with great bleſlings, for the 
good viage of his _ when hee ſpeaketh te Gods glorie, 
and theedification of his brethren, or for iuſtice and equitie in 
the behalfe of them that are wronged, and iniurioully deale 
with, He will tirre vp mento loue him, and ſhew kindneſſe 
ynto him, yea thoſe ſometimes which be of great place, and 
able to doe him much good,as it is ſaid, be that /oneth parenes 
of heart, for the grace of bis lippes the King ſhall be his friend, 
Prou.22.11, But eſpecially hee himſclfe will beſtow vpon 
him all good things for this life, and graces for cuerlaſtiog 
life, and glorie for life everlaſting. eAnd ihe recompence,&c. 
And ſo ſhall euery mans good workes be alſo rewarded with 
mercie and fauour,though there be nothing in them of deſert 


and merit. 


Verſe 15. The way of 4 foole is right in bis owne eyer,but hee 
that beareth connſell is weſe. 


= way of a foole] The wicked courſe and behauiour of a 
finfull perſon, whom God reputeth a foole, (forit is not 
ynderſtood of an idiot,as may —_ by the compariſon be- 


tweene them,chap.26.1 2. Seeſt thow 4 man wiſe in his own con- 
eit,there 11 more hope of a foole then of bim) is right in his owne 
ger; he liketh of it, and alloweth himſclfe init, as ſafe & good 
forhimto walke in, and conſequently reieReth all good ad- 
uice,and admonitions : But he =o heareath connſell, which ſuſ- 
pecteth his owne judgement, and receiueth direQion from 
them that are wiſe con odly,and obeyeth it,he is wiſe, ſhew- 
eth the wiſedome that Fe had before, andlcarnerh more, and 
lindeththe fruice of i by goodeffeR, | 


O;3 Verſe 


x98 ProvnanBs chy.n, 
Verſe 16. A fooles wrath is made knowne the ſame day bs 


prudent nan conereth ſhame. 


He meaning of the holy Ghoft is not to condemne al 
T ha of anger :for it is one of the powers ofthe ſoule 
which God created as an ornament in men, and godly anper 
is apart of Gods image in bim, and a grace commended jn 
Moſes, Elias,Eliſha,and our Sauiour himſelfe, and hee thatis 
al waies altogether deſtitute of this doth prouoke God to bee 
angrie with him, for want of zeale and hatred of finne,butitis 
a paſſionate anger thatis here reproued, which is not a powe 
of the ſoule but an imporencie, He that conceiueth the other 
is an agent, and doth a ſeruice to God :'bur heethat is moued 
with this,is a meere patient,and finne hath in that caſepreuai. 
led againſt him. Now itis ſaid that a foole will be knownethe 
ſame day, that is, ſuddenly and ſpeedily, as ſoone as he ispro. 
uoked, he will ſhew it by outcries,teuilings,orthreatnings, or 
other ſuch like ſignes of choller : Bur a wiſe man, ſo farre 2 
his wiſedome worketh, and his naturall corruption andinfir- 
mities breake not our, will hide ſhame, that is, will ſuppreſſe 
his anger,and paſſe by the iniuries offcred to him, and not diſ- 


grace himſclte by returning reprochfull ſpeeches to him that 
hath done him the wrong, | 


Verſe 17. He that ſreakgth trmth, willſhew righteonſnes but 
a falſe witneſſe vſerh deceit, 


HE that fpeaketh, ordinarily in his common ſpeech, that 
which 1s erne, will ſhew righteonfnes, that is, will carrit 
himſelfe iuftly, and further righreouſnes with his reflimonic, 
when he ſhall be publikely called chereunto, Bur a falſe wit- 
weſſe,a falſe man becomming a falſe wiznefle, will vſe deceit,wil 
make a ſhew of truth, and peraduenture verer forme part there- 
of, but with ſuch craft and cunning, as ſhall be contraryto 
righteouſnes,and hurtfulito any good cauſe; Pot theloue of 
the truth cauſcth the one to ytter it conſtantly in priuate, and 
| ther 
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therefore he will with good regard promote the ſame inpub- 
like, whereitis more to bee hovqured, and will doe the more 
good: andthe other being an enemie to equity and iufſtice, 
cannot eaſily be induced to deale faithfully, and ſoundneſſe 
for the ſame, 


Verſ. 18. There u that ſpeaketh words like the precheng of 4 
ſword: but the tongue of wiſe men ts health, | 


Here ts, a brood and companie of tinfull fooles, which 

ſpeake words lthe the prickings of a ſword, that is, dange= 
rous and pernitious, Which pierce deeper to the hurt of mens 
hames and ſtates then the edge and point of a ſword doth to 
ones body.But the rongue ot the wiſeis health, their ſpeeches 
are wholeſome and helpfull both co themiclues and others. 
The former fort are as cruell and hurtfull manſlayers who a- 
buſe their weapons to ſheading of blood, and the latter as 
mercifull and helpfull Surgeons which addreflethemſclues to 
bind vp wounds, and apply plaiſters for the curing thereof, to 
the preſeruacion of mens liues; = 


Verl. 19, The lip of truth ſhallbe ſtable far ener,anda lying 
tongue but for a moment. 


T* meaning is, that ſuch as ſpeake the truth in ypright- 
| nefle will not varie intheir talke, but tell the ſame tale a- 
gaine,and bee like to themſcluesin that which they ſhall ſay, 
whereas liars be in and our, affirming and denying, and {pea-" 
king contradiRonsin the ſame matter. The true man is made 
ſtable and cooftant in his teftimonic and aſſertions, partly by 
aerciſe, inthax it is his cuſtome to ytter nothing but yerity: 
partly by his affetion,which-cannot brooke variable affirma-' 
tions; partly by the benefie of memorie; which is moch con- 
firmed by the ynchangeable mater of truth which hefirſt de-. 
racy :andof all theſe helpes the liarisdeftitute, and there-' 
1snoſtrange thing imſo: aine, and yari- 
tbleinhis ſayings, - aaron aypons po mp 
"ad O E Verl.20, 
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Verſ; 20, Deceit commeth ts the beart of them thatyrolty oy 
iſchiefe and toy to the comnſellers of peace. 


Eceit commeth to the heart, &c. That is, ſorrow & they 

commethto the harts of them that plot miſchief apainf 
others by aduice or attempt, when they ſhall find themſelves | 
deceiued in their devices.For as much as they are often deſex- | 
red of their purpoſes, their power failing their willes; wherey abho 
they conceiued ſome notable exploits of hurt, and travelled to! 
with villanie,they bring forth a ke, and ſee all their projet pleal 
fruſtrate,when that which they abſolutely preſumed of, is to- true | 
rally preuented. And be itthatthey ſucceed in their atrempts INeum 
according to their defires (as eAchab ſeemed:to get as good falſhs 
an eſtatc in Naboths vincyard,as counſel covld deuiſe(yerthe expre 


conſequent therof faileth, the euentof it is nothing anſwers- God: 
ble to their precedent hopes, theplooked for glory, and met rred, 
with ſhame,they concluded of comfort and felicity, and find there 
nothing but yexation, trouble and miſerie. Bur ſuch asvſc zodt 
theirthoughts and words to moue men to bee at peace with ſed, 
God and > 4 neighbours,and ro walke inthe way of peace | 


and good proſperity, ſhall nor-faile of rhe comforr of theit ſure 
faithfull and wholeſome counſell. For Ged will bleſſe them, goo 
and menwill loue them, and their owne conſciences will cot» 
tinually minifter matter of ioy and conſolation ynto them. 


Verſ. 21. The puniſhment of iniquiticſhall not befall the inf, 
but the wicked are full of enill. 


Fflitions and correions may come ypon the righte- 

ous, but no revenging curſe tending ro deftruRion, wif 
they were abieQs, Wholelome medicines (ſuch as croſſes are 
to the ) are.not wont to be miniſtred in hatred, andwith 
purpoſe to kill, but in mercy and loue, for recoverie of health, 
and conſeruation of life. But the wicked are full of evil), both 
of guilineſſc and continuall praRtiſe : according to the cot- 
ruption of their hearts, which he righteous ary purgedfiom, 
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ndtherefore allo of thoſe puniſhments which the righteous 
Cape 5 3: 


Verſ, 22. The lying lips are abomination to the Lord : but 
they that deals trmly are bu delight, 


He ſenſe is plaine enough of it ſelfe, if the ſupply be made 
Te that which is vaderftood in both clauſes. The Lord 
abborreth lying lips,that is,thoſe perſons that abuſe their lips 
tolying, which will alſo be falſe in theirdeeds : andhe js well 
pleaſed with them that deale faithfully, which will likewtſe be 
true intheir words. And by this ſaying, the ſpirit of God doth 
intimate the wretched and damnable eſtate of thoſe which yſe 
falſhoodin their ſpeeches and aQtions: for what canton 
expreſſe, or mind apprehend,more horrible & hideous, then 
Godsindignation,proceeding from the greatnefle of his ha- 
tred, when hee hath a creature in perfeR dereftarion ? And 
therefore alſo on the other fide, the blefſed condition of iuſt 
and true men is notified, with whom the Lord is ſo well plea- 
ed, as that hee reſpeRerh>them with fingular contentment, 

are his fauorites moſt deere vnto him, his joy and plea» 
ſure isin them, and then what ecuill can befall chem, or what 
pood,that is truly good, can be detained fromthem?: 


Verſe 23, A prudent was concealeth hnewledge : but the 
bear of fooles publiſheth fookſhnefſe, | 


Prudent man,hethat is of good diſcretion; & hath lear« 
nedto be warie & circumfpe&, concealeth knowledge, 
notthat he ſhutterh it vp alcogerher, without any vſe or bene- 
lt of it eo others :for that were contrary to the profeſſion 
which the Prophet makech. of that wherein every podly nan 
ought to follow him; 1 haze not bid thy righteonſneſſewithin 
#7 beart, but I haze declared thy truth and thy ſaluation; 1 
bane not concealed thy mercy and thy truth from the great con- 
Pexdion.Plalm, 40. 10, Andthar were contraryrorhetefti- 
none miichis giuen of wiſe-maen, Chap, 25 27+ The bps er 
bi Weis - 
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wiſe doe ſpread abroad knowledge. Bur he will obſerueallgood 
circumſtances of ſpeaking,thar it bee in time and p lice; when 

ood opportunitie doth require it, and goodeficRis like 
4 wroughtby ir, And contrariwiſe the heart of a foole which 
leadeth his tongue (for guide it hee doth not ) dothſet the 
rongue on worke either to vtter bad marter, or that whichis 


oodin bad manner that euery man may lee the follie which 
15init, 7 


' Verſ. 24. The handof the diligent ſhall beare rule : but th 
deceitfull ſhallbe under tribute. 


He hand of the diligent chat is,diligent men who viethei 
hands, or other members of their bodies, or elſe thei 
minds to fome honeſt and profitable trauel according totheir 

calling.ſhallbeare rule,and attaine to ſome good place otefii- 
mation, But idle perſons whom want and othef occaſion 
draw.todeccirfull courſes to ſhift for themſeclues,as wee haue 
ſhewed in the fourth verſe of the tenth chapter , ſhall bee 
made ynderlings, and brought into ſubieQon and. ſeruilitic 
ifnot of authoritie: for, notwithſtanding that divers of them 
haue not power to command, or topuniſh, yet they arelo 
much regardedand feared for their yprigheneſſe, asthattheit 
ſuperiours oftentimes as well as their interiouts, bee afraidto 
faultintheir preſence, and are more willing that greaterpet- 
ſonages ſhould haue knowledge of their offences then they, 
So then their diligence is a meanes either to promote themto 


great place, as many times itcommeth topaſlc, or clſc to wil 
them credicandreuerencein lower places. 


Verſ, 25s Heauinefe in the beart of a man doth bring 
fowne : but a goedmordreioeetb it. | 


Hes of heart, that is, ſuch ſorrowes or feares86m 
A.not godly,andefiects of faith, bue proceeding frominl- 
delitie, or. carnall reſpedts, eſpecially:being excetſme, doth 
bring dawae che heart, 'worhumblingiz kindly, to ww 
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maybertaken away, but either fillingir with di couragement, 


or diſtemper, againſt which theProphe vereftled with ſundry 
conflits : 1/hy art thowcaft downe my fanild.und art vnquict;or 
rumnltuon; Within me. Plal. 42. 5. Nowvichall hee preſcri- 
berh the remedie whereby this diſeaſe of Mrfull ſorrow and 
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penliveneſſe may bee cured, and that is with good words, 
For the comfortable ſpeech of a friend, bur eſpecially the 
wholeſome word of God, declaring the remifſion of fins, and 
the fauour of God,expelleth the heauinefle of the heart, arid 
and refreſheth it with ioy and comfort, ; Th: 


Ver(.26, The righteous is more excellent then his neighbogr, 


but the way of the wicked will deceine them. 


Toi 5 6.” 


He righteons,that is,euery godly man who hath attained 
f bu vprightneſſe, though nor to perfeRion of righteouſ. 
neſſe,;s better then hi neighboxr,is better beloued and graced 
of God,and more effeemed of godly wiſe men, and hath thar 
inhiw which maketh him more commendable then any other 
that is vnrighteous and finfull : and fo his way is anſwerable 
to his hope. But the wicked deſiring, and ſeeking, andexpe- 
Aing an excellencie aboue others, are notwithſtanding cone 
temptible, and grow in time to bee contemned, and ſo their 
way deceiueth them. 
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Verl. 27. The deceitfull man roſteth not that which be tooke 
in bumting : but the riches af the diligent man are pretions. 


He deceitfall,&c, Thar is a pronerbiall kind of ſpeech, 

| hgnifyingthar they ſhall nor enioy nor haue the benefit 
g i ofthadwhich they get bytcraft and falſhood. If the whole fi- 
muitude be fully fer downe, the meaning will the better ap. 

prare, Even as hunters many times whenthey rake a prey, yet 

vi not ofit, nor fare the berrer for ir; (for dogs may eareit 
W,or ſame other ocenrrentmay fall our ro deprive them'offir, 


wig 


Fin) 

nf 

oth umarpiets come berweene the month and'rhe morſcit) ſo 

- an Guakcfat jets hnghebeyenatro eo eakinant 
"Mg riches, . 


204  Provanns Gans 
riches, may bee aſſured that they ſhall never baveanyſount 
profit or comfort by them. Where by the oN mijbe 
the different end of the hunting that was vſedin thoſe dain, 
andofthis which ispraQtiſed of many in ourtimes,They nn 
it an exerciſe for profit,and thereby asit may; 
ded food for them(ſclues,and the families wherein t 
as is to be ſcene in the example of Efes himſelfe, whovſedto 
bring home yeniſonts his father. Butit is ordinary nownit 
diuersto beſtow a great part of their time to hunt meerely for 
pleaſure, without any commodity. They yoluntarilyd 
themſclues of the prey which they take, their houſholds have 
not the better cheere by their hunting, butthe worſe, 
copſume themſclues, and waſt their goods,and impouer 
their wiues and children, by following their ſports, and 
leRingtheir eſtate : by — ſo many dogs, asthatther 
they faile both of care and ability to prouide for their people, 
But the ricbes of the diligent are pretions : thatis,thoſe thing 
which they that are both faichfull and induſtrious doe gaine 


and get by lawfull meanes,,ſhall doethem good, and ſeruefir 
their comfort. 


Verl. 28, Life is in the way of righteonſuts,and in that path 
way there ts no death, | 


» Prot 


Ife,&c,The meaning is, thatthey which are righteousme 
iuſtified by the merits of Chriſt, & ſanQified by his ſpiri, 
& obediertto his wil in working that which is agreeable to hs 
word,are io ſtate of life everlaſting. The life of grace cs 


pan of already;the life of glory is affured to them bythe 
ife of grace: whoſoeuer hath the one,can neuer faile oftheo- 
ther. And therefore itis ſaid that there is no death in thatpa, 
They are delivered fr6 the firſt death, which hath power ov 
all ſinful men in.chis world:andthey ſhal never comeintotht 
ſecond, which is the porti6 of reprobates in y world to come. 
Andthis is confirmed by the teſtimony of Chrift himſelh, ip 
ing. a er i I ſay unto Yeu, he that heareth my word, wk 
beleeneth in bim that ſent me,hath everlafting life, and ſhelw 
Cconne into condemnation, but bath paſſed from death wo 
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Verſ,1. eA wiſe ſonne hearkeneth to the inftrultion of h ; 
father : bat a ſcorner will heare.no rebuke. SUES 8 4 


| 


KINO 
AVE 
BY »\ 22 willreccive, obſerue and obey = lef= 
9 +2! fonyandeourfell borty of father and mother, 
ow 559 Bat aſcorney;' that is, al) obflinate fnfull per- 
fon,will beare no rebabe . thats, he will beeTofarre from pro- 
fting by the reproofes'of any, though he be'a friend,thougha 
brother,though a moſt render father,that he will nor ſo much 
as brook © or beare ir, withour contempt atthe leaſt, ofthe par 
tie which rebukerh bim;little xegardech be who admonifherh 
him, though hee haue neuer ſo great authority ; or. of whac 
faults, though they be'never ſo manifeſt, of hainous, or dange- 
rous; or with what mind,though our of greateftIoue,and for 
his grearcſt good z of in what manner, thongh moft mildly, 


and with ali lenity and kindnefle, 


» 59%, either ſex; male,or 


' Wiſe ſonne, that is, a godly and prudent child of 


emale,ſonne, or daughter, 


Verſ.2, A $00 1man ſhall eate the fruit of hrs worth + butt the 
ſoule of thetranſpreſſors,vielonre, | TROKS *:>f1 


He meaning of thefirft part of this verſeis, that godly 

men/ſhall be blefled, both for,and'by their grations, wiſe, 
andſealonable eve hen rand E6tHe nefily for their religious 
and pghreotis beh4utaarfrandto/this incheorhiet part'is op- 
poſed rhe condition ot the godlefle : that!their ſoules, tharis, 
themſelues,ar leaſt ingheirſoules, ſhall beerequited with yio- 
lence for their cruelty,and other eayll deeds high they have 
done : and conſequently for their wicked words hag the 
hane,poken, $0 iti vlbort infer Withthefouttetnth yetſe 
olube recltta Chbprer, whervicis/fad Pthata an /haÞ befe- 


tiate 
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ciate with good things by the fruit of bis month ; auily 
pence of a mans hand;, ſhall God gine vuto him... _... _* 


 Verf. 3. Hethat keepeth his month, keepeth bis lifehak | hi 
fruftion ſhallbe unto him that openeth bu lips wide, by are! 
f God 

E that keepeth his month] Whichis confidernemine il neared 

rie in his words,neuer ſpeaking but when he ought,ng and ſpe 


vttering any thing but which istrue and convenient; bekw Wi che op! 
peth bu life, prouided for his ſafety,peace and quietneſle, Bu Wi fore ga 
he that openeth hi ljps, or firideth roo wide to leaud ſpeaking WH (alſe 01 
for ſo the word fignifieth)as a harlot proftitures herlelfe,g 
ſpreadeth her body to filthy companions, Ezech, 16. 25,4. WW Ver 
rultion ſhall be to him : he is like to meet with muchtrouble, Bl v4: 6 
and at one time or other,to be quite ouerthrowne and come 


to ytter ruine,as athing broken to peeces and inade goodfar l 
nothing, n 


Verſ.q. The ſluggard luſteth,but his ſoule bath nought: bt 
the ſonle of the difigent ſhallbe made fat, 


He ſluggard Initetb] That is, negligent and idleperſon 
Yo _ g ate ions toriches - credit, and all thi 
which are in requett & eſtimation, but his ſoule bath 
they goe without that which they long for, their wiſhesge 
no wealth, they faile of their defires,through che want of cot- 
ant endeauours to cffe& them, Zur the ſonle of the a_—_ 
ſrall be maae fat, that is, the a EE perſons themſelus 
which painfully labourin ſome ſoneſt yocation,ſhall all bet 
competently prouided for, and many of them diuers tims 


ſhall attainero plentie and abundance. For ſoule inthe Scrip- 


tures 18 ofcentaken for the whole man,and fatneſſc for a good thing 
cltate and proſperity. 

Verf.5. Arightcons man hateth a falſe matter : but it cat 
feth the wicked ro ſtinks, angbe aſhamed. ſelue; 


He meaning is,that all that are truly iuſt and godly, wil i «vt 
Taz: from bad cauſes, words and deeds, part, 


" 5 
: M1 TY 


7. "Proven, 
"Atlealt tis cho dutie of all good men ſo to doe, though ſom. 
times peradutnture they faile in practiſe. But coutrariwiſerhe 
wicked doenot ſo,but take pleaſure in finfulnefle, and there= 
by arebrought to diſgrace and reproch, eſpecially in the ſight 
of God and good men, and oft alſo ordinarie men, ſuch as ate 
mecrely ciuill, yea vn godly men and finners doe loathe them, 
and ſpeake evill of them for their leaudneſſe. Thus Randeth 
the oppoſition: The righteous hateth a falſe matter, and ther- 
fore gaineth reverence and honour: but the wicked loueth a 
falſe matter, and therefore is made odious and ſhamefull, 


Verſ.6. Righteonſneſſe preſerneth him that is opright in bes 
wm) : but Sicledneſſ onerthroweth the ſmner, s : 


Ightcouſneſſe,&c, That is, Gods fauour, & good- 
RE; forri vn 4" and by it doth —_ boththe 
bodies and ſoules of ſuch as are of a {incere heart, and holy be- 
hauiour. And wickedneſſe overthroweth the ſnnev, or ran of 
ſme,asit is inthe original text,it is alwaies a cauſe by deſert, 
andmany times a meanes by occaſion to draw downe miſery 
anddeſttuRion vpon him. Forthe Lord doth deale with men 
xccording to their waics, eſtabliſhing the iuſt and righteous, 
” ofeg ny into miſerie ſuch ” bee EST andre- 

according to tne ſaying gf the P : With the 
mercifull thou wil ſhew chy ſe Pevcidalt, roith an vpright Plal.r8.2 5.26, 
manthou wilt ſhew thy felfe vpright, withthe pure thou wilt 
he thy felfe pure,and with the froward thou wik wraflle, 
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Vaſ. 7. There « that maketh himſelfe rich, and bath no- 
thing: and that makerh lumſelfe poore haning great riches, / 


"fe 6, &c.] That is to fay, divers men takediners vn» 
lawfull courſes concerningrheircfiate, Some boaſt thens« 
ſelue1 tobe rich, when they bawe nothing : beingpooreandin . 
&bt, they make ſbew of great ak, by keeping a great 
Patt. Others, faine thewſelnes poore,when they hene great ſub- 


ſtance, ; 


E 


= 


-208 Pxoverss. "Olga, 
ſtance,they complaine of want,and goe barely, andfareharl, 
and would make the world belecue that they are nothing 


wotth atall, 


Verſ.8. Theriches of a man are the ran ſome of his bfe:bn 0 


phe poore beareth not the rebuke, on bo 
| them! 

— meaning of theſe words ſcemeth to be, that howſs, WI ketht 
uer there is in divers reſpects very good vſeof wel the of 

and riches, yet many times they bring danger to the ownen Wl other 
thereof,who are driven to depart with them for the preſenu. {8 ſtandi 
tion of cheir liues, And though pouerty bee not without ſus. WF frow: 
drie inconueniences, yet poore men are more free fromthe rebuk 
contentions of enuious perſons then thoſe of higher placeait Wh 22"P! 
degree.Notwithſtanding,it commeth not to paſle alwaies ne. offor 
ceflarily,that cuery rich man is broughtinto ſuch troubleno Wi rece!! 
that cucry poore man eſcapeth from all rebukes and moleſt God 
tions, but he ſpcaketh of that which oft befalleththe one, and WH c904 
ſcldome the other,eſpecially in regard ofhis eſtate, ſmne 
caulc 

Verſ. 9, Thelight of the righteous ſhall reionce : but theca- WM ® ®! 
dle of the wicked ſhall be put ont, whic 
they 

T3 light of the righteons] That is,the good eſtare &pro- Qors 
{perity of godly mengeioxcerh,is able & encreafing:i Wi nth 


is ſaid ofthe ſun, from whence the fimilitude is taken, thathe WW and! 
reiojceth like « mighty max,go run his courſe, And likewilehes Wi ”! 
Is 10y aſcribed ro itin reſpeR of the wy for that it make WI men 
rightcous me not without due cauſe to be ioyful, Zxt checo Wl ut 
ale of thewicked,their wealth,credit, digniries & pleaſures,ot The 
wharlocuer fleſhly men have in admiration;or delight in, © Wl nal 
but liketo a candle lightin compariſon of ſfun- (ſhine &/balbe WE 20d 
p#t ont : euen ſuddenly bee taken from them,or by degreesj! \ 
continuance of rime conſume away,& vaniſh to norhing,Tit WI 44. 
oppolition Randeth in this manner;Thelight ofrhe righteo 

endureth, for eucr.andrhereforeis full ofioy:dvr'the candl: o ( 
the wicked yill {obne. be put ow,&therfore Io offoreyn | 
Yer, 10. 


| poſe 10.11. Provnnes. 209 
Verſe 10, Through meere pride doth man make contentions; 
but with the well adwiſea is wiſedome. - 


Nh by pride] That is, whereſoeuer ſtrife groweth,there 

is pride, at leaſt in one of the parties contending : if not 
on both ſides, Sometimes it ſtirreth vp men, and imboldneth 
them to offer wrongs: ſometimes imbitrereth men; and ma- 
keththem wayward againſt the right : ſometimes it cauſerth 
al2 WT che oneto be carclefle of dealing according to equitie,and the 
other to be impatient of bearing any injuries, Yet notwith- 


ens, WW fanding this condemneth nor all kinde of contending, butthe 
ſug. cr of the faultie perſons init, It isJawfull to giue a 


nile WY rebuke and correRion,if it be done ypon good grounds, with 
cant WJ ao vpright heart,andin due manner, though it be the occaſion 
s nc. WF of ome iarre or debate, and hee onelyis to be blamed, which 
receiueth not the admonition, And ſoto Rand in the cauſe of 
els, WF God is commendable, (for the Prophet reproueththem that 


\2nd WY contend nor for the truth) and they areto bee charged with the Elai.y9.4. 


ſmne of contention, which oppoſe themſelues againſt good 
cauſes, Neither are ſuch here to be taxed as defend their Rate, 
or bythe helpe of the Magiſtrate and lawes, againſt thoſe 
which goe about to defraudor defamethem. Neither yer are 
theyto be reproued by this, that follow ſuites againſt malefa- 


pro- WF #orsto bring them to uſt puniſhment. Provided alwaies,thar 
25 WF in theſe caſes the cauſe be waightie, their proceedings equal), 
the BY andtheir hearts ſree from all malice and reuenge. Bur with the 
here BW mel adwiſed is wiſedome,they which haue diſcretion and iudge- 
ker) WF ment in themſelues, or bee willing to hearken to aduice and 
c69- W counſell of others, will beware of vnneceſſaric controuetfies. 
s,0! BY The oppoſition is this : Onely by pride and follie doth men 
ire BY make contentions : but with the well aduiſed is wiſedome 
1k; WF 10d humilicie co follow peace, 
hel, Verſe 11. The richer of vanitie ſhall diminiſh:bur be that ga- 
os WY feb with the band ſhall increaſe them. 
ed ods ill gorten, and wealth attained ynto by ynlawfull 
0 eanes,thallnort proſper, buteither waxc lefle and leſlie, 
; P or 
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or periſh together on a ſudden, or at leaſt depart fromtheyy, 
juſt owner,and become another mans : but bce that vſeth ho, 
neſt labour and diligence, doth take the right way tothrive 

and daily $0 grow riches. Fallchood, aud wullice, vlare, a 

other ſuch like noyſome courles, are. commonly preferred by, 

fore the beſt zud malt prefizable vocations, as ſeeming tg 
promiſe the greateſt commodities; andmanualltrades areau 
of requeR, for that they require-paines, withaut likelihoodef 
any ample recompence;but Gods curſe purſuerh,andarlaſts. 
uertaketh thoſe deccitfull peaple,and euill workers,andeither 
Aripperh them of their liucs, or of their ſubſtance, according 
tothethreate: As the Partridge ſittech. on egges, and hatch» 
eththemnot; ſo he that getteth riches,and nat by right, ſtall 
leaue them inthe middeft of his daies, and at his end ſhallbez 
foole. And his bleſſing ſp proſpereth thoſe his diligent le 
uants,that their: wages. and cſtate is augmented much abou 
that which wascxpeRed, 


Verſ.12. The hope that is deferred, maketh the heart jicke: 
but when a deſire commeth,ut is a tree of bife. 


Tx hope deferred] That is,wh& the thing hoped for,isnot 
obtained according to his expeRation thaz hopedtorit, 
bur is put off from ongtimeto another, it bringerh great giiele 
and affliction : 6:t wben the deſire commeth, when a man hath 
that which hee long withed fort 4s atree of life,that 15,verſ 
pleaſant and comfortable, and healeth the fpirus which wae ſon 
weakned by the former delay :eſpecially,itrhe prayer offaith fort 
haue preuailed with God tqobtajne the gift as a pledge of his fily 
fauour,as Alrahams did for Iſaac, and 1ſaacs did for his ſous, ter 
and that of Haznab for Semmnel, | | wy 


Verſe 13. Hee that defpiſeth the word, hee ſhall be deftroyed, bel 
but le that feareththe commandements,he ſhall be rewarded. 


tw 
ae 
HE that deſpiſeth the ward,cje.] That is, every ove is 0% ll the 
dangerous caſc,andat leaſt certainetopeaiihinihe 4 20 
s . W 
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uho contemptuonſly reieeth che holy Scriptures: which be. 
cauſe the Lord doth as it wereſpeake in them, and declare his 
will by chem, are called his word : and that for the perfe& a- 

-ement and copſent of all the parts, is ſer downe in the ſin- 

larnumber,as if ic were bur one.Neither is this puniſhment 
threarned only to the contemners of the bookes, and ſenten-= 
ces,and texts of the Scriptures, but ikewiſe tothe deſpiſers of 
che miniſterie thereof, But he that feareth the commandertent, 
which reuerenceth, and loueth, and makerh conſcience of the 
whole doctrine of God, bee ſhall bee rewarded with peace,and 
bleſſings of this life, and glorie and bleſſednes in that which is 
tocome. ES | | 


FEET SSEC ERS 
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Verſe 14. The dotrineof a Wiſe man is a welſpring of life, to 
dejart from the ſnares of death, 


& 7 - E 


; ene the meaning of theſe words hath been ſhewed, 
and proſecuted alreadie inthe Hlenenth verſe of the renth 
chapter, yet we will adde ſomewhat to theexplication there- 
of, When it is ſaid cherefore that the doctrine or inſtrution 
ofa wiſe man is of ſuch force,it is to be ynderftood of whole- 
not WI ſomeand found doctrine, ſuch as he receiueth from God, and 
rit, dlivereth to his brethren; for wiſe men ſometimes draw their 
cle WI infirutions from their crrors,and now and then from grofler 
ath Wi corruptions: as David did, when hee gaue direRionto /2ab, 
ey bow he ſhould cauſe Yry4h to be made away. And as the lef- 
exe WI fnoughtro be ſound forthe matrer ; ſo muſt it be reaſonable 
uth for the manner : as ſpoken in duetime; in meete place ; and 
his ttly applied : wherein /oabs friends much failed, though 0- 
as, Wl terwiſe the men were godly, and their words very true and 
Waightie, And yet further to theſe muſt be added of his parr, 
that will drink of this liuely fountaine ; an artentiuscare,and 
ed, WY Pelccving heare to heare and embrace the dofrine. Andthen 
| twillde conſtant,and nor dried vp like dirchesor ponds, that 
«fed with raine water 2 it witl be comfortable, and refreſh 
04 BY fichearts of them char are inaffliQtion + it will be proficable, 
pd, Wh tad makethem that recciue it, fruitful ; it will be — 
P 3 an 
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qr periſh together on a ſudden, or at leaſt depart fromtheyy, 
juſt owner,and become another mans: but bee that vſethhy, 
neſt labour and diligence, doth take the right way tothrive 
and daily go grow riches. Fallchood, aud wiullice,vlarie,o 
other ſuch like voy ſome courſes, are. commonly preferred by 
fore the beſt 3ad malt profuable vocations, as ſeeming to 
promiſe the greateſt commodities; andmanualltrades areau 
of requeſt, for that they require-paines, without likclihoogef 
any ample recompence;but Gods curſe puseſueth,andatlaftge 
uertaketh thoſe deccittuil people,and euill workers,andeiche 
Aripperh chem of their lies, or of their ſubſtance, according 
totherthreate: As the Partridge fitterh, on egges, and batch« 
ech themnot; ſo he that getreth riches, and nat by right, ſlall 
leaue them inthe middeſt of his daies, and at his end ſhall bez 
foole, And his bleſſing {p proſpereth thoſe his diligent ſe 


uants,that their-wages and eſtate is augmented much aboug 
that which was expected, 


Verſ,12. The hope that is deferred, maketh the heart ſicy: 
but when a deſire commeth\t is a tree of life. 


TY hope deferred] That is,wh& thething hoped for,isnot 
obtained according to hisexpeRationthat hopedlforit 
but is put off from onetime to another, it bringerh great griele 
and affiCtion :6:xt when the deſire commeth, when a man hath 
that which hee long withed fort 4s atree of /ife,that is,ver} 
pleaſaot and comfortable, and healeththe. fpirus which-wat 
weakncd by the former delay ;elpecially,itthe prayer of faith 
haue preuailed wich God to obrajne the gift as a pledge ofhis 


fauour,as Alrahams did for / ſaac, and Iſaacs did for his ſons; 
and that of Haznab for Semusl, | 


Verſe 13. Hee that defpiſeth the word,hee ſhall be deftroed, 
but le that fearcththe commandements,he ſhall be rewarded. 


E that deſpiſeth the ward,efy6.] That, is, euery one is #% 
dangeraus caſc,andat leaſt certainetoperiſhiviþe 
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who contemptuonſly reieReth che holy Scriptures : which be. 
cauſe the Lord doth as it were ſpeake in them, and declare his 
will by them, are called his word : and that for the perfeR a- 
grecment and conſent of all the parts, is ſet downe in the fin- 
oularnumber,as if ic were bur one. Neither is this puniſhmenc 
threatned only tothe contemners of the bookes, and ſenten= 
ces,and texts of the Scriptures, bur 1kewiſe rothe deſpiſers of 
the miniſterie thereof, But he that feareth the commanadernent, 
which reucrenceth, and loyerh, and maketh conſcience of the 
whole doGtrine of God,hee ſhall bee rewarded with peace,and 
bleſhngs of this life, and glorie and bleflednes in that which is 
tocome. p | | 


Verſe 14. The dotrineof a Wiſe man is a welſpring of life, to 
depart from the ſnares of death, 


oo the meaning of theſe words hath been ſhewed, 
and proſecuted alreadie inthe Ulenenth verſe of the tenth 
chapter, yet we will adde ſomewhat to theexplicarion there- | 
of, When it is ſaid therefore chatthe doEtine or inſtruftion 
ofa wiſe manis of ſuch force,it is tobe ynderſtood of whole- 
ſome and ſound doArine, ſuch as he receiueth from God, and 
delivererh to his brethren;for wiſe men ſometimes draw their 
inftruions from their errors,and now and then from grofler 
corruptions: as David did, when hee gaue direRionto /oab, 
how he ſhould cauſe Yryah to be made away. And asthe lef- 
ſon ought to be ſound for the matrer ; ſo muſt it be reaſonable 
for the manner : as ſpoken in duetime; in meete place; and 
fiely applied : wherein /eabs friends much failed, though o- 
therwiſc the men were godly, and their words yery true and 
waightie, And yet further to theſe muſt be addedof his parr, 
that will drink of this liuely fountaine; an artentiugeare,and 
belceuing heart to heare and embrace the doQtrine, Andthen 
It will be conftant,and not dried vp like ditches or ponds,that 
arc fed with raine water : it will be comfortable, and refreſh 
the hearts of them that arc in affliQion 2 /it will be profirable, 
and makethem that recciue it, fruitfull : it will be neceflarts 
P 3 an 
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and forcibletodeliver them from fin and deſtruQon, 


therein the fimilitude be altered : for that is meant by turing 
from the ſnares of death. 


Verſ.t 5. Grace gineth gaod ſucceſſe. but the way of thetray. 
greſſors is rough, | 


(Rm Thar is, the worke of Gods holy ſpirit, begetting 
pictie and rightcouſnes,dorh give good ſucceſſe: it maknh 
good men to dealc wiſely and proſperouſly in all their affaires, 
But the way of the tranſereſſors is rough, Their lite is vnhappie 
and full of many vexations.The enſe and oppolition flandeth 
thus : Grace giueth good ſucceſle, and therefore the wayof 
the obedient is plaine and comfortable ; and finfulnes bring. 
eth euill ſucceſle, and therefore the way of the diſobediem 
rough and troubleſome, 


Verſe 16. Ewery wiſe man worketh by knowledge : but afodle 
laieth open his follie, | 


Þ:7 wiſe nan|Whoſoeuer is prudent, worketh by know- 
ledge : emterpriſeth and manageth his affaires diſcreetly 
and with judgement : and fo declareth his vnderſtanding,. On 
the contrary fide, he that is vndiſcreete and fooliſh, goethrafls 
ly and rawly about his buſineſſe,and ſo bewrayeth openly,and 
publiſherh abroad his ignorance and fooliſhnes.So bothſons 
make manifelt what they are,and what is in them, by the cot- 
fant courſe of their waies, and proceedings, and not by ſome 
one action,or a few workes. Although wiſedome be neuer dee 
ceiucd in any matter, yet wiſe men are ſometimes, and both 
faile,and faulr as well in that which they doe, asin the words 
which they ſpeake, as the blemiſhes of Dazid, Salomon, and 
many holy men recorded in the Scriptures doe ſhew. And 
ſome things the wickedft finners haue well aQed\touching 


the matter, and externall circumRiances, but: neither with'® 
good conſcience,nor copſtancic, 


Val | 
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wicked meſſenger] Or ſeruant, whicheither vndertakerh 
© harm full errands,or ſeruices,as Kabſbakeh did,when he 
was ſent by his maſter co. blaſpheme and defiethe Lord and 
his Church ; or dealcth yncruftily with them that vſe him in a 
lawſull buſineſſe, or is inivrious to rhem to whomhe is ſent, 
either by concealing any thing from which were fir for them 
| toheare,or adding anything which were meet to be ſuppreſ- 
ſed,or doing his meſſage in vndecent manner,or returning an 
an{were ſo as may curnerotheirhurt ; hee ſhall fall1nro evill; 
Gods heauic hand and iudgements by one meanes or other, 
ſhall ſooner or later, light vpon him, as the two churliſh and 
imperious captaines found with their fifties, which were ſent 
for Elyah, But 4 faithfull ambaſſadonr or meſſenger, he that 
faithfully pertormech his.charge, wherber publike or priuate, 
aath heale, is a meanes. and. inſtrument of good to bis maſter, 
whoſe minde he freeth from feares and grietes, and ſo bealerh 
the maladies thereof, as-a.Phy ſian cureth the diſeaſes of the 
body. He is alſq-helpfull &o them, ro whamhe is ſent, by deli- 
vering comforts: comfartably,, and lenifying that which is 
| barſhand ſharpe, and, mendivg thar whichia amailc,and by 
loue and dilcretian .pacifying gontentions, and furthering 
peace; whereupon by coplequence be nlſo procuregh his own 
comfort, $0 the; — : A, wicked. ynfaithfull 
petnges hurteth, and here hall fall into euill : but a 
godly aithfull meſſcoger healeth, and therefore ſhall receive 
8906.1 none? oj hoeolubt riod gtoh 4 THT 
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ts nie nat g3t 172 Yv. | 2H KN 1 
Jie meagirg is,thatthe godly-perſon not onely hinſeh | 
enioycrth his goods whulelt he liverh; bus whenhe died, 
leaucthihe ſame to his children; in ſuch ſorc, as thatalfothe 
children though Gods mercy inherit the fame, -A giine;the | 
wicked mans {@ fatre off from leaning his goods to hispoſth 
iry, as.that by Gods prouidence they oftentimes arerollel 
from him. vpon thc righteous perſon; who is asitwere hy 
heire againſt his will, Yet this is not ſoco betaken, as 
it held vniuerſally & perpetually in enery perſon, Manygoo 
men haue no,children/atall; many good men baue'nechib 
dren ſurviving them : many good mens poſterity *#deth 
in their immediate 1ſſue ; many good men leaue their chi | 
dren poore &'in meane eſtate, So op the contrary fide;diver 
wicked men Ieaue their lands and riches to their-ownechib 
dren,though impious alſo like their parents; and they conu 
them4otheir'leed- after them, which in like mannact | 
them; 8sche Propherfaith in che Pſalm, Thou fille/hthiit 
lies with thine hid' treafonc © their: children ane enough, and 
lraue the ret of their ſmbſpence far thirr children. Bur heſpe 
Keth of that which-commeth often to paſſe, chough'norab 
waies,apd whidh. are the readicſt meanes for ſache ffe&, He 
that would pravide wellforb is pofcricy, cannor find out 
way-ſo goodtfor his childrens efiate, as ro bee/god!y hinyfelk, 
Anditthe Lord withboldhatbleſſing from-himjhee tayies 
compenceitby making his children- inberitors of practant 
laluation:andifcither hee gipebim nochildren,of childrend 
no,picty and goodnefſe; bel vndoubrtedly coyntervailet 
with cncrealc of heauenlygifſts:ind glory for his owne ſoul. 
And hethar.giuerþhj t<iviquricand fig;dorh as much 
ain ic licth, co ſubuerr both his-eſtate-and famaitie : 40di 
that both Hand, notwithGanding:the courſe hee taketh, to 
bringchem to ruine, then as David ſaid irs the forecited Plal 
his portion is onely in this life, and his puniſhinent reſerued#0 
bethe larger inthe world to come, 
SY | ». qJ Verſ.3}- 
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art conſumed by indiſcretion, © | 


Y food, he meaneth all ſuch things as'are needfull for the 
Bui of mans life; and by mach, he vnderitandeth a fir and 
competent meaſure j which divers times growerh to be large 
andample. And this doepoore men often attaine vnto, when 
they are prouident, and diligent in managjiog their affaires ; 
and by name in the worke of husbandrie : and ſo it holdethin_ 
all other honeſt and lawfull yocations. Now againe on the 
contrary lide : ſome are conſumed by mdiſcretion, For many a 
one who hath a good ftocke, and faire liuings, and fruicfull 
grounds, by -negleRing' labour, -and* nor dtdering things a- 
right, watterh al] rhache hath, and falleth incogreat wane ind 
neceſſity, His follie, his finne, his riot#nd rechleſneſſe brings 
himto the ground how high ſoeuer KeFrew. They arc like to 
theaxe ſtrikiqgartherootof's rree; which the talleſttop, ot 
moſt ſpreading branches arent able ro defend; bur muſt fall 
downe themſeluesandbe broken; 1452 1 oo 
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Verſ. 24. He that ſpareth bis rod hateth his ſonnt : but hes 
that loxeth bim,chafteneth him betime, 


E that ſpareth bis rod Which withholdeth due corre. 
on fromhischild when ie is fieedfilll} Hetefh big ſor, be- 
commerh his enemie,thouph/nor in affe on; yerineffeAby 
omirring a dutic ſo neceſlarie for his welfare; But bee tHat lo- 
weth bim vnfainedly;with a ſound affeRion, arid'the love of 
godly facher; correfteth him berime; The words inthe Origt- 


nall congue arc of great force: for this —_— "Which Remeth 5hichers, 


tobean aduerbe,is there ayorbe; and Fg th'toriſe 

inthe morning ; and-diligently-co ſecke: ſo thatir ignifiet 

2s well the due care which good parents haue for the nurtu- 

ring of their children, as their prouidence todo it in good ſea- 

ſon, whiles they bee tender and young, before they grow to 

firengrh and ſftomacke,and fo either ytterly refuſe,or hetle _ 
grew” 


by 


Phoveikit. 


ment, without the yſe and comforr, And as he ſhall be needy, * nn 
fo ſhall he #1fo be baſe, ſhame Niall come ypon hira, and toher "y 
him, Some are made contemptible and vile bypouertie md cok 
want, and ſome by the falthineſſe of their ſinnes;though they s 
abound with weakh, They may haue riches,byt not honaw; * 
they may haue cap and cutrefre, bur Hot reverence andefl or 
mation. Z#the that regardtth correttion - which hedrkeneth ra 
and yeeldeth obedience ro wholefome counſeN, and proficeth "eff 
by chaſtiſcments, ſhall be honoured : ſhall either artainetori. ji 
ches and pr:ferment: or be of good account,and wellthought ho 
of (eſpecially among the wiſe & godly )in a meaner conditis Ga: 
Verſe 19, Adefire when it commeeth is pleaſant to the ſoul: __ 


but it is abomination to fooles to depart from enih, 


= ſentence dependerh vp6the verſe afore going;where 
the promiſe in the latter clauſe of that, is amplified by the 
efte& in the former of this: for there it is ſaid,that he whichr- 
$4r4eth corre fie ſhall be honoured; and here it is added that 
when fucha defirable giftis beſtowed, he ſhall have wm 
his honour, which obrainerhir. And the chreatning in che for- 
mer clauſe of tha, is aggrauated'by the cauſe in chelarterof 
this; for thereic'is faid, that je and ſhame ſhall be 
him thacrefafech infirucion ; and hete it is proved to beibkt « 
and equall,ch# ir ſhould befb;becaufe he ts wholly derfoittd 
and given overto wickedney? The'toherenceand agree 

of one patt with the orhier will be the more evident, ifthit bt 
ſupplied which is vnderſtoed it! both. Tt is abomination 
wiſe men to cominue in euill,and therefore the 'defire necom 
pliſhed willdelighttheir ſoule:and it is abomination rofools 
to depart from cuill, and therefore the puniſhment infliged 
will cortnenerhett fouls. bon mn oma 2109, 


Verſe 20, Hee that walketh with thewiſe, | af be the wiſe 
but be that verb the companie of feoles ſpall the worſe." 
rotting bete withtheundes mover the fociery &eok- 
2 WiOWiſeweryGctigel aunienscf koowiedf 
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and yertuous behauiour to them that haue,and vſe the oppor- 
tunitic of ic, and ſo thereby they are made rhe berter t wheres 
onthe other ſide, they that aſſociate themſelues with fiofull 
fooles,and ioyne in fellowſhip withthe wicked, are more cor- 
rupted with ſine and follie, and ſo become the worſe. For 
great isthe force of company and exawple,of daily parlc and 
conference, The words of good men are medicinable againſt 
vices,and their picty, ſobniery, patience, humility, loue, kind- 
neſſe, aad other yertuesare a ſhining light co ſhewtheir aſſo= 
ciates the way to all goodnefle, and as a guide to conduRt 
them therein; and the mouth of finners doth breathe our poy- 
ſonand infeRion, and all their waies no lefle mes ro 
ſuch as adioyne themſelus yno them, then the leprohie or pe- 
ſilence. 


Verſ. 21, Enilpurſueth finners : byt that which i good ”_ 
werdeth the inft, | 


Y ew-4, is meant the puniſhment of fin whichis reſembled 
tothe rauenous, ftrong, and ſwiſt kind of creatures, and 


wicked men,to them thatare weakengand ſlower, andſo cha- 
ſed by then, and madetheirprey. asaffliion and mi- 
will in this manner come ypon the vngodly, as the wa- 
pol their rebel:on, ſo bleſſings and co all come to 
mngadly, as 3 recompence of their obedience, So that 
both good and bad are followed, and ſhall ſurely bee onerta- 
ken, the one with plagues, and the other withinercies; and 
neither ſort knowne how many they are, or of whar kinds, or 
when they will come,or where they ſhall find them : butthe 
wicked may iuſtly dread the worPt to beepuni them, 
When they ſhall be moſt burthenous vnto them, and the god- 
ly may looke for the beſt;ro bee blefſed therewith in the ficeeſt 


aſon, For ſs wereade ia another places The wicthed work?1b po, 11, 18-198 


adeceitfull worke : bur he that ſawerlhyighteouſneſſe ſhaltreceine 
«ſore reward, So righteenſueſe th to life,and bee that 
folaweth enil, ſeekgth big owne death, | 


P4 wy Verſ\.33, 


= Proverss. bon. 
| Voy(.2t y 6 good man hall lean: imheritaueerie ti ily. 


drens£hr(dron; but theriches ofthe ſinner u laid 'vyifor the inf, py 
ds Try BOL «14 410 TIC u* :3 ! 144340 $6156 arec 
h Hr mcagirg is,thatthe godly-perſon not onely hijſel 

enioycth his goods whulelt he liverh:; bur whenhe dich, BY: 
leauethihe fame co his children; in ſuch ſorr, as thatalfothe Dri 
children though Gods mercyinherit the: ſame, -Agiine,the comPpX 
wicked mans {@ fatre off from leaviighis goods to hispoſts. WY 204 ®" 
rity, as that by Gods prouidence they oftentimes arevollel they 3 
from him. vpon-che righteous perſon; who is as itwere his 2nd b 
heire agai:iſt his will, Yet this is not ſoo be taken, asthough all orl 
it held yniuerfally & perpetually in eneryperſon, Manygool con 
men hauc no.chjldren atall.; many: good men baue'nechi one V 
dren ſuruiving them : many good mens poſterity *ndeth grown 
io their 1-1mediate 1ſſue ; many good men leaue their chil- right 
dren poore &'in ieane efate, So on the contrary fide,diver nece! 
wicke« men leave their lands and riches to their -ownechit him! 
dren,though impious aiſo like their parents; and they conw thes 
them4otheir' leed: after them, which in like mannet _ 


them; 88the Propherſaith in che Plalm, ,7box fille/hrhttr 

lies with thine hid\ tre : their- children brane tough, tl 
lraue the reft of their ſmbſpence for thirr children. Bur eſpe 
Keth of that which-commeth often to paſſe, rhongh-Horah 
waies,and whigh. are the readicſt meanes for ſache ffe&s, Hee 
that would provide well forhis poflerity;cannorfind's 
way-{o goodfor his:childrens efiate;as ro bee godly hiylet, 
Agadit the Lord withhold chatbleſſing from-him,hee myie 
compence it by making his children inheritors of 'practant 
laluation:andifeither hee ginehim nochildren,or childrendf ne 
no piezy and goodneſſe; heeVvillenddubtedly counterualleit of 
with cncrealc of heeuenlygifts-dnd glory for his owneſoule, | 
Andhethargiuerbþhi to ipiquricand fig;doth as much nf 
asin himlicth, co ſubnexr boch+his-eſtate-and Familie: 4ndif ang 


|  thatboth Bland, notwithganding-the courſe hee taketh, to 


as 
bring chem to ruine, then as David faid in: the forecited Phale | fo 
his portion is onely in this life, And his puniſhinens referued40* A 
bethe larger inthe world to come, 1 

IT > 1 | Vetſ.33 
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Verſ.s ' Mauch feed i by tillage for the poore : but ſome 
art conſumed b; indiſcretion, \ © | | 


Y food, he meaneth all ſuch things as are needfull for the 
Br of mans life ; and by mach, he vnderttandeth a fir and 
competent meaſure j which diuers times growerh to be large 
andample. And this doepoore men ofren attaine ynto, when 
they are prouident, and diligent in managing their affaires; 


all other honelt and lawfull yocarions. Now againe on the 
contrary lide : ſome are conſumed by mdiſcretion, For _—_ 
one who hath a good tocke, and faire liuings, and fruicfull 
grounds, by -negleRing: labour, -and' nor dfdering things a- 
right, waſterh al] rhathe hath,and falleth incogreat wane #nd 
neceſſity, His follie, his finne, his riotandrechleſneſſe brings 
himto the ground howhigh ſoeuerheRrew. They are like to 
theaxe ſtrikiqg ar the rootof s rree, which the talleſtrop, of 
moſt ſpreading branches arenot able ro defend; bur mult fall 
downe themieluesnndbe broken; 545 0 oO 
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Verſ. 24. He that (pareth bis red hateth his ſonne : but hee 

that loxeth him,chafteneth him betime. | 


on fromhigchild whenie is#redfill} Hetefb/6t ſor, be- 
commetrh his enemie,thouph'nor inaffe on; yetineffe&by 
omitting a dutic ſoneceſlarie for his welfare; But bee that lo- 
weth bim vofainedly;with a ſound affeRion; andtheloveofa 
godly facher; correfteth him berime; The words inthe Origi- 


nall congue arc of great force; for this nat Weirton 4 Shicharo, 


tobean aduerbe;is there ayorbe; and Fn h'terife 
inthe morning ; and-diligently-co ſeeke: ſv thatit Hignifiee 

2s well the due care which good parents haue for the nurtu- 
ring oftheir children, as their prouidence todo it in good fea- 


firength and fRRomacke, and ſo cicher ytterly refuſe, or 
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and by name in the worke of husbandrie : and ſo it holdethin 


H- that ſparerh bis rod Whichwithhb1dech due correGH. 


ſon, whiles they bee tender and fn. before they grow bo | 
ard: 


Muſar. 


Deur 23.45, 


gard all fatherly corteQion, Andthat whichwe "Op 
re&ion,doth alſo ſignific inftrudion:ſs ther the ſeme - 


PROVERBS. 


thus be well engliſhed 2 He that lonerb him bait 

ment and inftruition to him, Andthoſe are mecttobei 
cogether, ſometimes ſiripes with admonirtions, and alma. 
admonitions with (tripes. For the ſmart of the fleſh, and the | 
paine of the body will bring ſmall py tothe ſoule, valeſe 
they hearethcir fault declared,and heue direRionhowton- 


forme it. 


Verſ. 25. The righteous eateth to the contentation of hi 
wind : but the bellie of the wicked ſhall want. 


He righteous] All thoſe which are religious in hean,und 
ms in their waies,cate,that —— el pace 
asthey ſhall not be ſtarved through want fo they 


not be deſtitute of elothing,or lodging,or habitation, or 
other thing that isneedful pr they ſhallab 


with plencie,or be provided of that which is ſufficient, Some 
rimes they haue no great fore for their eyes to lookevpon, 
yer lining by faith and not by fight,they haue alwaies enough 
for their ſoules to be ſatisfied with. But the bellie ef the withes 
ſhall want, and their backes alſo very,often and according to 
_ _ of the law, many of themliue in hanger Xo 
rit,aud in nahgdneſſe,and in need of all things. And abt 
this iudger emaata—aeteT an | 
ſome more heavie and hurtfull is inflicted vponthem 
that eſcape it, And of neither of them which get moſt, norol 
them which farc beſt,it can be cruly affirmed, that they extero 
the contentation of their minds: for though cbey haucmuck 
wealthin their hands, and muchmeace at their-cables, 40d 
much wine in the bowles, yer they haue nor much, nor a0 
GONSEATMRENt in their hearts, for they remaine vaſaciable, 
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Verf. 1. A wiſe woman buuldeth ber houſe : pct fr 
d:Arojeth it with her owne bands, : 


AG MES Wiſe woman | Such x one 23 is pry 1c nn 
PWW,) diſcreet, bni/derh her howſe,is helpfull an 

p | firableo the ſtate and famile of her buiband, 
and her owne. Bat ſhe that ts fooliſh, beiog 
deftitate of grace and ad providence, how 
” much witfocuerſhe hath :for many times the 

moſt wittie lect leaſt thriftie hutſwiues b #, 
vodoeth hier husband,, her ſelfe and--children, ouer- 
throwerh che whole houſhold,cither by her pride,and immo- 
em re to mclecti hat.o by her laxurie #nd nr 
tooth,or by her poſhping, com keeping, or by her 
flothfulneſſe and idle behaviour, hes getting, —_ 
ping-nor ouerſeeing herpeople, nor any Way beſtceding her 

and with heJpe, . .. 


Verl. 2, Hee that walketh in his vprightneſſe forth the 
TA mo,  RDOR 


athivg and wanes, ivmoanridithe Seriprures, the ordfs 

[Landcommon comfeofmens behanionr tand 

wry wires andfarchfulneffe of their hearrs, 

contrary ro! fraud and guile, which pretendeth onething, and 
anccher,jmeheer Which 'mikea ſhew'to doe 

6djothar wherehi they they only or principally porpoſe ſome 

camallendtotheryſues td By feartsg the Lord, is voder- 

flood mee pie and godlineſle, So. chorrbefraſoofuke hoſes 

wer lauſe is, that eucry one which. accuſtomerh himſel 

well Maree greorges withoue hypocrifie and haltin 


rr enn » But "th 
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the ſight and view of the world, or ſecretly, ſo as is known 
only tothe Lord,and his owne con ſcience,deſpiſeth hay doth | 
aQtually,and irideed ſhew conternpr ro God by violairghy/ 
lawes,howſocuer he may beare himſclfe in hand, ard makes. 
thers to belecue that he doth much reucrence him, * 


Verſe.z In the month of the feoliſh is the rod, or wand 
pride : but the lips of the wiſe preſerue ther, 


N the month of the fooliſh , in the viſual! talke of wickel 

men, eſpecially when they are of an hautic hearrandhig 
minded, « the rod of pride : ſuch ſpeeches as proceed fron 
pride,and whereby they ſtrike at others; andarec 
ſmitten themſclues :cicher man taking aduantage ofthemgr 
God inflicting puniſhments for them. Bue the /ips of thewiſe: 
ſuch words and anſweres as in humilitic they vtrertomen: 


and ſuch praiers and petitions as they ſend vp to 
thew, protect themſclues, and others allo 2 ns 


gers. | | | | 
Verſ.4. Wherenone oxen ave, the erib 5, empiy : but wack 
encreaſe commeth by the ſtrength of the oxe, | 


TD Y oxen, he meancth thoſe kindoflabouring cattell,whid 

are applied to plowing, and other workes of hu>bandne; 

and where they are not, or not ſet to worke; there theerbi 

| emptie,and ſo is the barne alſo, foad farmanendbeaftfdldd: 

but much encreaſe . commeth by the ſtrewgth of throxrouduk 

dance of corne,and neceſlarie proviſion, ariſeth y ts 9" 

of catrell,and labourers,in dili gent plowing and! sbaodre. 

For therein the worke ofthe beaſts, theindufineofmes;th 

yertue of the earth, the multiplication of grains, {doc alleds 
curre together with the bleſing of God yporizbeiny: i” 


Verſ. 5. Afairbflwitheſſe will wat 6 67 be that 

Ker priths «falſew mafic [0 40% 16171 ,& 3:08 = 
| JI LIES /f 277 Þ "110 9;!f; Th 

AZ aithfall witneſs] He chan maketh conſcience, andis 

olucd before &þ+ Judgemens ſage. condiamaly roceli 
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the truch, will not vſually, nor in his commen ſpeech tell vn« 
:ruthes; bat he that telleth lier will be a falſe witneſſe : whoſo- 
ever accultometh himſelfe ro \yingin private, will not ſticke 
toforſiveare himſelfe ,and beare falſe witnefle in publike.For 
the feare of God is of no force with him to deterre him from 
it; and falſhood hee loueth, andtruch he hateth; and there- 
fore will be as froward to promore the one,andto oppole the 
other,if they may doe it with impunirie, 


Verſ. 6. The ſcorner ſeeheth wifedome but findeth it not:but 
knowledge is eaſie to him . hat is prudent, 


4 5 [corner] That is, very ſinful & contemprtuous perſons; 
for it is acolleQiue, and meant of all : or at leaſt of di- 
vers of them ) ſeekerh wiſedoame : by wiſedome we may vnder- 
tand the true knowledge of Gods holy will; and where it is 
laidthe ſcorners ſeeke it : the meaning is that ſome of them 
make ſhew of ſeeking, and ſceme ſo to doe, being preſent ar 
thoſe means, and outwardly dealing in thoſe exerctſes, wher- 
by others truly ſeeke,and etfeQually find knowledge. And as 
theſe vie the meanes without any defire of baning wiſedome, 
ſo others would have it : but contemne al thoſe means wher- 
by itis offered, and to be receiued, truſting torheir owne wit 
and carnall reaſon. Anda third ſort ſecke it, and ate willing 


| tohaveit,and atthe Minifters hands would gladly obtaine it; 


but only ypon their death-beds,or in great extremities, not in 
loue to God, or fincere affeionto his word, or in holy liking 
of his graces,bur only in terrour and paſſion, that they might 
elcape hell and damnation or the preſent dangers wherein 
they ſtand. Hereofrhe Propher ſpeaketh in the Plalme, fayi 


ng; 
When he ſlew them,they ſought bim and they returned Wye: br Plal.78.34.36. 


od early. But they flattered him with their month ; and diſſem- 
dwith him with their tongue. For their heart was not vpright 
with bim netther were they faithfull in bis conenant. And ther= 
fote being ſo affeed,it is not firange that their ſucceſſe is no 


better, For though our Sauiour ſairh,that exeryovewbich ſce- Marco 8.) 5 4 


(th fuderh, yerigs to þe ynderfiood of euery ſuch one —_— 


Prou.2.4.4.5." Calleſt after knowledge, and cryeft for underſtanding: if th 
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keth faithfully,and in due manner, But knowledge is exfety | 

him that is prudent, We muſt not fo conceiue of theſew V 
as though men of ynderſtanding could encreaſe theirwiſe. Wa) : 
dome and graces, without induſtric and paines taking: by | 
that when they haue vſcd diligence in the exerciſe of Gog 'F: 
ordinances,they may know for certainty ther they ſhall ſpeed | 
well,and be ſtored with all ſuch graces as will leadethemy aerit 
lifecuerlaſting. And therefore wee ſee the ſenſe of this ſen rectic 
tence expreſſed inthe ſecond chapter of this booke, If thy ay 

10W 


ſeekeZt her as ſiluer and ſearcheFt for her as for treaſures :thn of it 


ſhalt thow underitand the feare of the Lord, and find the knw. the v 
ledge of God, , ſelue 


Verſ.7. Depart from the preſence of the fooliſh man andſton 
him whom thos knoweFt not to haue the lips of knowledge, 


| Þ ers ren Breake off ſociety and fellowſhip withthe V 
yngodly perſon, be not familiar with him. Notthatitis 8 © 
altogether ynlawfull to haue anydealing with the wickedin 

conimonduties, but to be ioynedtoo neere vntothem. Wee () 
are not {imply forbidden to buy or ſell, or to cateor drinke 

with them ſometimes,when vpon due occaſions we arecalled lewd 
thereunto; ſo that wee willingly make not choyce of ther Wt '** 
companie:butto ioyne in marriage with them,to makerhen WF 
privieto our counſell, or to vic them as inward and ſpecill yade 
friends,thisis here forbidden,and this is vnlawfull, Avdfron Ii -*" 
him whom chow perceiue#t not to haue the lips of knowledge, p "0 
that is,ſeparatethy ſclfe,and conuerſe nor, eſpecially confene wy 
not with ſuch as from their ignorant mindes vſc totalkriy- 
norantly with their tongues. And yet his meaning is notchit iy ©"? 
wee ſhould forbeare al ſpeech withthem that want know- 

ledge; or ſpeake nor according to knowledge : for they hai 
moſt rs neinindied : bur bee doth edmonidhwwods 
Ware doth of them that breathe out peſtilent and conragiow 
words to peruert others, and refift the truth concemtiouly, 


and will never bee br i ignorance 
——_ ce drought to.ſee pop pore ignort | 


» 


Verl 
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Vaſe8, The wiſedome of the prudent is to vnderftand his 
way : bu: the fooliſhnes of foeles is deceit. 


He wiſedome of the prudent | That knowledge and vnder- 

: alga which any man hath chart is truly wiſe, is ro v4- 
deritand his way,is giuen of God, and vſed of him for the di- 
reion,and guidance of his heart and behaviour, But the foo- 
:ſbnes of fos/es, all the wit and skill thar is in the wicked : (for 
howſocuer that carrieth a ſhew of wiſdome, yer the ſubſtance 
| of itis follie,and though fooliſh men vie to callthem wiſe, yet 
the wiſe God calleth them fooles) is deceit, whereby them= 
ſelues are beguiled borh.in opinion of thar they are, and in ex=- 
pecation of that which they hope tor : and hereby they be= 
puile others al{o,cither in their foules, og in ourward matters, 
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Verſe 9. Sinne maketh fooles to agree: but among the righ« 
teour,that which is acceptable maketh agreement . | 


Ne wicked man loueth another for his finnes ſake, and 
i5the more willing and defirous of his companie for his 

lewd conditions, The word which wee tranſlate making to 4- [alits, 
gree,doth ſignifie to doe the part of an Interpretour berweene 
men of different languages, by whoſe meanes they mutually 
vader{tand each others words,and of an ambaſſador between 
Princes ſent either for the making of a league, or forthe con« 
ficnationof loue berweene them: and the meſſengers which 
Baraavch Baladan the King of Babel ſent ro Exechiah are ſo 
called, 2.Chron.3 2.31. But among the righteous that which is 
«:orptable,,5c, The meaning is,thart goodnefſe, euen ſuch asis 
approutd of God, and plealng to. good men, doth voite the 
mindes of thoſe which axe.godly,and makerb them louing 
and kinde guery one to other. This cauſed /onarhan ſo ear- 
nelily to ſer hisaffeRion-vpon David,and ro have him in ſuch 
eltimation,becauſe he aw himto be full of grace;and valour, 
% himſelfe was alſa. And.this cauſed Danidhikewife ſo gladly 
tventertaine the louc- of Jovethan, with conſtant care to re= 
quine 
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quitethe fame ynto him, and his poſteritie, What madette | 
league berweenethem ſo firme, andthe bond of amitie ſokk. 
ble, but this that they were both godly, both wiſe,bothyil. | 


ant, both reſolute againſt Gods and the Churches enenie, 
the Philiſtims ? 


Verſe 10. The heart knoweth the bitterneſſe of his ſonleani, 
ſtranger ſhall not medale with bis toy * 


T He heart of a man| Thar part of him which is thefour- 
taine of lite,and ſeate of affeQions, kroweth the bitter; 
of his ſoule, teeleth inward anguiſh, and hath experience of 
pearcing ſorrowes : the meaning is,that the feares and hear 
griete of them that haue a troubled conſcience,are more 
of themiſelues,then knowne to others, And « ranger, any 0- 
ther beſides himſelfe, ſhall not meddle with his toy : cannotds 
ſcerne how great his comfort is, being the ſame that $.Petr 
calleth,ez vnſþeakable ioy. No griefeis ſo grear, asthatwhic 
lieth ypon an afflited conſcience : much lefſe may a ſleepi 
conſcience (which neuer yer apprehended the hideouſnesdl 
ſinne,the heate and flame of Gods indignation,and the inſub 
ferable crorments of damnation) be able to conceiuewhat! 
heauie burthen an afflited ſoule doth goe vnder : neitherisit 
poſſible for him (whoſe heart the Lord hath not refreſhed 
with the remiſſion of finnes,and the fight of his gracious prt- 
ſence,and the fruition of Chriſt, and the affured hope of eter 
nall happineſſe)ro comprehend what admirable conſolations 
he that is ſoundly humbled,doth enioy after his anguiſh and 


rerrors, 


Verſe 11. The houſe of the wicked ſhall be deſtroyed: butthe 
rabernacle of the righteons ſhall floriſh. 


Lf e houſe of the wicked|The wicked himſelfe & his whole 
eſtate, /hallbe deftroyed; ſhall be ouerthrowne and roo 
ted out by the curſe of God : either ſuddenly, and all ar once; 
25 it is to bee ſeene in ſome;or in continuance of tife;atid 


degrees 
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deprees, as it falleth out to others. But the tabernacle of the 
righteome,his habiration himſelfe; and thoſe things which be. 
long ynto him, ſhall floreſ>, ſhall be bleſſed of God and made 
wn Ny For the one hath all the —_— of the law, 
2nd the curſes of the Almightie directed againſt him,and who 
can repell the force and violence of ſuch artillerie? And the 
other is planted, watered,and preſerued by Gods owne hand, 
and therefore he is vndoubredly well rooted, and happie. The 
former part of the verſe is a fimile taken from caſtles or buil- 
dings afſaulred with enermies; and the latter is a metaphor 


from trees and plants commodioully growing. 


d 


Verſc 12. There is 4 way that ſcemeth right to a man : but 
the iſſues thereof are the waies of death. 


- ay is a way] Namely, a lewd and finfull courſe of life, 
that ſeeme h right ro a man,which wicked men perſwade 
themſelues to be free from dangers. Ir is agreeable to their 
luſts and carnall reaſon, it maketh either for their pleaſures,or 
profits : they haue been long acquainted with it ; they haye 
found proſperous ſuccefle by it; they ſee the greater perſona- 
ges,and number of men to trauellin it; and therfore conclude 
of ſafetie therein, But the iſſues thereof are the waies of death : 
tis certaine thar the beginning of it,and firſt ſtep into it, did 
tend to dearh; but when they haue proceeded in it, they ſhall 
come at the laſt to their iourneys end,and that is to be deſtroi- 
edfor cuer, 
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Verſe 13. Exen in laughing the heart is ſorrowfull, and the 
end of that mirth is heawineſſe. 


—_ isto bee ynderftood of the vyngodly,and ſuch as are 

: _ to themſclues of ſorue grear cuils ; who exer in 
lexghing, amidft their ſports and greateſt delights, haue gri- 

pings of feares, and vexations in their hearts, Aud the end of 
that mirth is beaxineſſe, when their pleaſures are ended their 
Paines will begia ; their mirth was mingled with many ſecret 
Q heart- 


Hep.2,15. 
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heart-birings,but their ſorrow ſhall be pure of ir ſelfe,withou 


all mixture, and, have neither hope nor comfort to delaythe V 
bitterneſle of ir, The; former condition of the godly, thy proce 
wherein chey liued before their deliverance by Chiift wy 
confirmed vnto them, is a paterne of the preſent eſtate of the T 
wicked,and it we hauerelated vnto vs by the holy Ghoſt hin 
(elfe,laying,that rhrough feare of death, they were all their li Kan 
time ſubjelt to bondage, Now if the caſe of ſuch benobene, hum: 
euen then when it is atthe beſt, what will becomeof them x oy 4 
their death, and after, before the iudgement ſeate of Chrifl, _— 
and eternally, when they (hall lie vader the wrath of God, fr | 
and ſuffer the ful an] perfe& puniſhment of al their rebelliow? Wi m_ 
If a malcfaQtor be aftrighted amongſt his companions, where An 
{cemeth to bee nothing but ſaferie, before his apprehenſion, _ 


{hall hce be able to behold the face of the Iudge,to heart his «6 
{entence of condemnation, and to endure the execution and 
puniſhment of death without terror and torment? 


Verſe 14. He that is of a froward heart, ſhall be ſatiate with whe 


his owne waies : and a good man with that which is in him, = 
H* that is of a fromard heart,| Which ſetterh his heartyp- an 

on lewdnes andeuill, and declineth cucry day, wat will 
worſe and worſe, ſhall be ſatiate with his owne waies,cuenia his 


and filled full, with the plagues and judgements which his by« 
owne deſerts ſhall draw ypon him. And a good man with that 

which is in him, (hall abundantly enioy both inward comforts, V 
and outward happineſſe, for his confiant vprightneſſe,and ho- «fs 
ly behauiour. For as the waies of euery man be dif] ofſed ac- 
cording to his heart, ſo doth the Lord yeeld hn Hi 
him for recompence, anſwerably, The more euill hee find 
to he in any, the more iudgements hee will heape vponhim; 
and as others have their Pala ſeaſoned with vertue, grace, 


and (inceritie, the pou meaſure of blifſe and felicitie they 
fhall receiue at his hands, - 


Verlty 


yaſe 15.16. Provnns. _ 


Verſe 15. The fooliſh beleeneth enery thing : but hee that is 
prudent taketh heed ro his ſteps. 


He foole| He thar is Gillie for his owne ſoule,and ignerant 
Þ vnderſtanding of the matters of God, beleenerh 
exery thing,raſhly giuing credit to euery vaine tale that is told 
him: and hearkning to every deceiver that miſleaderh him, 


| But aprudent man, he that is of a ſetled iudgement, and pro-= 


uident for his owne ſafetie,taketh heede to hrs fleps,examineth 
firſt what waight and ſoundnes there is in that which is ſpo= 


| ken,before hee conſent to it, either in perſwaſion or practiſe, 
| And this ſentence hath place eſpecially in point of greateſt 


importance,and ofhigheſt nature, ſuch as tendrothe leruice, 
or diſhonour of God, ſuch as concerne the euerlaſting wel- 


| fareor woe of man: intheſe the foole hath his cares opento 


all,or much that is affirmed, excepting the truth, an impoſtor, 

the meſſenger of Satan, a champion for finne ſhallbe heard, 
when a faithfull Miniſter of God, bringingicleere warrant for 

his ſayings, ſhall be reieRed, Andin theſe a gedly wiſe man 

will be conſiderate, he will not embrace all that a ſeducer will 

bereadie to deliuer : hee will not ſet his foote in the waies of 
fine, wherein deceiuers ſollicite him to tread, Whoſoeuer 

willpreuaile with him in theſe materiall cauſes, muſt produce 

his witneſſe, euen Gods owne teſtimonic, cither direQly, or 

by conſequent,to confirme his ſaying. | 


Verſe 16, A wiſe man feareth, and departeth from exill : but 
«foole rageth andis careleſſe. 


Wiſe wan] He that is religious, and truly godly: when he 
1srebuked or heareth Gods threatnings, or bcholdeth 
Gods iudgements, or foreſeeth plagues to come, by the pre- 
ſent view and fight of ſinne, feareth, his heare trembleth,both 
wary of Gods diſpleaſure, and the nr mA « fol- 
UW ,and departeth fromesill, both his b y humi- 
lnand redrefſerh his way by rs Bus the foole- 
| Q 3 rageth 
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rageth and is careleſſe : aſinfull perſon ſcorneth whenhe gre. 
proued,and preſumeth of impunitic and freedome fromall 
rils : he ſcorneth at him that giuerh the admonition, and fa 
uoureth the finne which is reproued, and therefore frequen- 
teth the practiſe of it the more, and with greater hiking, rather 
then deparcteth from it, 


Verſ. 17. He that is baſlie to anger ccmmitteth follie andy 
that platteth miſchiefe is hated, 


Hz that is haſtie to anger,is ſuddenly moued to diftempe- 
red paſſhor's, before hee hath aduiledly examined the 
cauſe of offence : commutteth folly, breaketh our into ſomeab- 
ſurditie or injuſtice by word or God : and be that ploneth miſe 
chiefe, which diſlembling his diſpleaſure, intendeth reuenge, 
and ſetteth his thoughts on worke how to effeQt it :is hated, 
is abhorred of God, and deteſted by thoſe that finde out his 
malitious praQtiſes. His waſpiſh and chollerick humour hah 
drawne himinto fin againſt God, and malitiouſnes toward 
his neighbour: and therefore as hee exerciſeth the workesof 
vniuft hatred,being an aduerfaric to the Lord, and righteow 
men,ſo he cauſeth himſelfe to be iuſtly hated, and dealt with- 


all as an odious miſcreant. 


Verſe 18. The fooliſh doe inherit folly : but the prudent wt 


erowned with knowled ge, 


He fool:ſh) Such as will learne no wiſedome, nor pradlie 
any goodnes, inherit folly ; ſhame and other Fg ol 
are due vato then for their ignorance and finfulnesM ſhall 
intimealſolight ypon them. Bu the prudent are crownelwilh 
knowledge, ſuchas are diſcreete and godly wiſe, ſhall reccive- 


the glorious fruite of their ynderſtan ing and obedicnce. For 


by being crowned,is meant commonly in the Scriptures, b## 
nour anddignity: andfor the certaintie of the reward on 


fides,he ſpeaketh of that whichis to come, as if it were Þ#* 


ſently performed. ory 
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Verſ. 19. The enill ſhall bow before the good, and the wicked 


al cheg 41e5 of the righteons. 


He exill hall bow before the good | Sinfull perſons ſhall be 
j {os fled and brought downe, and godly menexalted 
and raiſed vp : they ſhall crouchin token of ſubmiſſion, and 
theſe ſhall have obeyſance done to them in token of honour. 
And the wicked at the righteows: the mcaning is, that good 
men ſhall nor onely be greaterthen the euil}, but ſuch as the 
euill mult be driuen to ſecke vnto for helpe and tauour: as ſu- 
ters vſe to wait at the gates of a great perionage, till cither he 
come forth, or they beeletin, and admitted to his preſence. 
This abicion of the wicked,and aduancement of che godly, 
is not generall to all in this life, ——— it ofren be- 
falleth many} bur ar the day of the Lord every fiofull wretch 
ſhallberaken downe with miſerable debaſement, and cuery 
faithfull Chriftian ſhal be exalted to a glorious dignity,when 
the one ſort ſhall Randatthe barre & bearraigned; and con- 
denned with the diuels; and the other fir, as it were at the 
bench, with Iefus Chritt,and be made their Tudges, 


Verſ.20, Thepoore #s hated,enen of his owne neighbonr: but 
the friends of the rich are many. - 


T He poore, he that is fallen into pouerty, or diſgrace with 
great perſonages,zs bated of bis neighboxr,they thatdwel 
by him ;and his kinsfolkes and old acquaintance, and ſuch as 
were _ be familiar with him, being yet but carnall men, 
willaleMtheir conntenance and bebauiour towards him, and 
pickequarrels againſt him, and rake any occafion toalienate 
themſclues from him, But the friends of therich are many : di= 
_—_ on the wealthie, andHflatrerrhem, and make a _ 
hew of loue and good will; when 2s notwithſtanding 
bexre no ach oflulionca chew ingltelplatarcs Rees 


" Veal. 
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Chotae. 
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that ſheweth mercy to the poore,bleſſe 
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'Verſ.21, He that deſpiſeth bis ___— is 4 ſinner : buthe 
# he. 


pro 
pf is verſe dependeth on the former, wherein was declared 

the property of fleſhly men, which will deſpiſe their b 
friends & neighbours in their necefſuy: and hereis ſet downe . 
their ſtate and condition which ſhew ſuch ynfaithfulnes, tha | 
he which doth deſpiſe his neighbour when hee is pooreand 
diſtreſſed,ſhall bex facer;tharis,thallbecbarged with finne, - 
and conuicted of it, and plagued for it. The ſame wordisfo 


taken inthe booke of Kings : where Barhſheba telleth David, be 
how needfull it was for him to'appoint his ſucceſſor before _ 
his death, Elſe, faith ſhe, when my Lord the Pen + _ 
with bis father, 1 and my ſonne Salomon ſhall be ſinners : thats, his 
ſhall be counted as guiltie perſons, and puniſhed as offenders, bow 
Now this is illuftrared by the contrary, the great reward = 
which they ſhall receiue thatpitie poore men in their aff 

ons,and ſeeke ro relicue and fuccour them in word, deed, and 
countenance:they are pronounced bleſſed, ſuch as ſhallabun- 
dantly partake of Gods fauours and mercies. 


Verſ.2 2, Doe they not erre that imagine enill? but to the 
that thinke on good things ſhall be mercy and truth, 


He queſtion is not moued heere in way of doubtings 
though it were vncertaine whether they that ſtudietodo 
euill ſhould ſpeed euill or nor, but of affurance rhat they ſhall 
certainly faile of their hope and expeRarion. Andtherefore 
the interrogation is put for a confident sffeueration of that 
which is affirmed: that never any wicked man could obraine 
his hopeto his concentment in his finfull devices, Either hee 
commeth too ſhort of þ which he concludeth to do,or milſeth 
of that happinefle which he looked for in his exploits, orfil 
leth into thoſe troubles which he never oodin feare of fit 
, thens that thinks on good things, which ſer their mindswo 
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meditate of performing good ſeruices to God and his people, 
in the beſt manner,to them ſhall be wercy and truth - the mer- 


gs ypon them, and his truth declared by the fulfilling of his 
les to them, 


go God ſhall be manifeſted by the multicude of his ble(- 
P 


Verſe 23. In all labour there is abundance : but the talke of 
the lips onely bringeth wane, 


N al labonr]In cuery honeſt yocation wherein a man ſhall 
I diligently and faithfully employ himſelfe, there is abun- 
dance, a competent meaſure of prouifion to bee found for his 
owne maintenance,& aſurpl to beſtow on other good 
vies. But the talke of the lips only, bare and vaine words, when 
aman will labour with his congue,and letthereft of his mem- 
bers be idle : when the mouth ſhall bee readieto diſcourſe of 
his buſineſſe, but the hands be negligent toperforme it; when 
words alone ſhall bee vſed in flead of workes, that bringeth 
onely want, filleth him with need and pouerty, L 


Verſ.24. The riches of the wiſe are their crowne: but the foo« 
liſbneſſe of fooles remaineth fol, 


T?? which haue wealth with godly wiſedome,are made 
the more honourable by irfor their credit; for ſo mych 
the word crewne, doth often import in the Scriptures. And 
though finfull fooles haue neuer ſo great abundance of ri- 
ches,they nothing auaile them againſt their fooliſhneſſe. They 
bee as ym_ and more wicked then if they poſſeſſed no- 
thing: their leaudnefſe is nor made the lefſe grievous and 
damnable by their great ſubſtance : and their abſurditieg bee 
more ſeene, and noted tothcirſhame, then if they liued in a 
poore eſtate and obſcurely, 


Verſ. 25. eA faithful witneſſe delinereth fowles + but @ de- 
ceitfull one forgeth " UL " | 
Faithfull witneſſe ] Which both hath ſure knowledge of 
Ati et andan A" 
Q4 


lam. 5.19.20. 
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vice to God, and good to his brethren by his reflimonie,dy, ſed 
liuvereth ſoules,cndeauourerh by declaring the trurhto helje | ful 
innocep: men out of their troubles, and infatnie whettinty 

they are fallen, or like ro come by vniuſt accuſations, orfalk | 
ſurmiſes of them, For by ſoxles, in the Scriprutes's oem * fre 
meant the perſons of men, As Exod. 1.5. All the ſoulesthat 

came out of the loynes of [acob. were leuentie ſoules," Bur « 
decenf!! ove, a falſe witneſle, or craftie accuier, forgetblie, : 
as ſom: 1mes hee peruerteth the truth, and abuſerhjrtocrofſe bo 
iuftice and true dealing; ſo if that will not be for histurneto are 
effeCt his purpoſe,then he inuenterh a lie, and ſerteth acoloxr ficr 
vpon it todeſtroy or moleſt his harmelefle neighbours,” For on 
here doththe holy Ghoſt oppoſe the decentull to the faithful, ten 
and forging of lies,to deliuering of ſoules, in regardof thee do 


fect thatit worketh, becauſe by that meanes many menare 
broughtro danger and deftruftion. Andas this is vnderſiood 
of the whole man, that a faithfull wirnefle will deliuerhim; the 
ſoit is true concerning the part of man, the ſoule fo propeily 

called,thar a faichtull witneſſe, cither Miniſter, or privateper- / 
ſon,according as opportunity ſerueth, will ſpecially labourto < 
deliuer the heart from finne,by teſtifying the truth of Gods- " 
gainſt it,and ſo preſeruc his brother from deftruQtion, This is | pe: 
according to that which Saint James ſpeaketh : Brethrenf b 
any of you haue erred from the truth, and ſome man hath conntr- 


ted bim; let him know, that he which hath conuerted the fone _ 
from going aitray ont of hi; way, ſhall ſane a ſoule fromdeath, uh 
and ſhall bide a multitnd* of nnes, OQnthe orher ſide, thefalle y 
Prophets,and ſ-ducers of all men, arethe moſtdeceitfull and 4 
dangcrous,and doe greateft miſchiefe wichitheir corruptdo- - 
ctrine and peſtilenterrours, The ſenſe of this'verſc is agttt- | 
able to the ſixth verſe of the ewelfth chapter, where it is faid, 
that; che ralhing of the wiched,ts to lie im waite for blood : but. pa 
the month of the righteous will deliner them, There it was ob- * 
ferued, and hceere it is confirmed that wicked men mix thei v 
crueltie with cra't and falſhood : For they lit in Wait for blood, = 
andchey are arcerfull, and forge lies, And that's good -- 


will hauc a. good ward rcadie to helpe'them chatare Gl 
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ſed.For the month af the righteous wil deliner them,and P faith- 
full wineſſe will delmer ſoules. 4 


Verſ, 26. In the feare of the Lord there « aſſmwrance of 
frrength,and he will be a refuge for his children. 


Nthe feate of the Lord }In ſoundneſſe of religion, and true 
| there i aſſurance of ſirength, certainty of defence 
both for ſoule and body, And hee will bee 4 refuge for his chil- 
dren, This is added to the former clauſe, as reaſon for con- 
fimation of it, Godly men muſt needs be in good fafery, be- 
cauſe they be Gods children, whom he in Chriſt hath begor- 
tento himfelfe; by-che nnmorrall ſeed of the word; and hee 


doth perpetually proceRall his ſons and daughcers. 


Verſ. 27. The feare of the Lord ts a welſpring of life to anoid 
the ſnares of death, 


A* religion was comendedintheformer verſe tobe for- 

cible for the defence of them that imbraceit; ſo in this 

itis declared to be comfortable to them, and profitable,as ap- 

peareth by the ſimilitude of a welfpring, whereofthere was 
preatviein thoſe hot countries, for the —_— of men'and 

cattel] that were thirſtic : and the moyltening of the earth, ro 

make it the morefruncfull. And therefore'it was giuen for a 
principal] praiſe to the land of Canaan, that it was a good land, 

in the which were riners of water and fountames, &c, And Deur.8.7, 
Achſahthe daughter. of Caleb,made a requeſt to her father to 

give bera bleſſrngytbatis, to doe her a fpceiall favour : which 

was; that as hee, had beſtowed vpon her'4 drie coaf?, a barren 

held,ſo be Wamtdalfoigine her ſprings of Water, a more fertile loſh1,y. 
peect of graund, which he accordingly yeelded vnto her. And 
tiscalled a Welſpring of tife;both for the confiant fulneſle of 
itasncuer, failing, asalſa in reef of the gratious eflefs 

thergaf, becauſe thas bleſſeuineſſe inthis life,-and eternall life 

iothe worldro come, dorth abundantly proceed from it. To 

awed the ſnares of death : thatis, it bothgiueth men inftruQi- 

ons, 


yy.  ROVERBS: © *""ORnte 
ons,and worketh in them a care toflie from fin, wherebyhey © 
would be otherwiſe intangled to deftruQion. The ſame 


arcinthe 13. chap. yerſ, 14. where they haue been alrea(y 
expounded, | 


Verſ. 28, In the multitude of the people i the hanan of 
Kung : and through want of people, pot aw. the deſiruition 


the Prince. 


| foo the multitude of the people] When the number ofthe ſub. 

ies are encreaſed and proſper, it is both forthe gloryand 
ſafery of the Prince. Kh A ar want of people, whenthey 
are few and feeble,commeth the deftruition of the Prince: hee 
is expoſed to perils,as wanting power to defend his ftateand 
territories ; and to contempt al{o,contrarie tothe honourbe- 
fore mentioned. Boththe former clauſe of this ſentence, and 
the latter ate moſt truly verified, when Princes are agents ig 
the multiplying or diminiſhing of their ſubieAs, That Kings 
duly honoured whe by his mercy, wiſedome, fortitudeand 
good gouernment,procureththe welfare and encreaſeof his 
people: and he is obied to ignominie and miſchiefe, which 
through tyrannie and oppreſſion doth cauſe the numberof 


them to decreaſe. 


Verſ.29. He that is ſlow to wrath i of great wiſedome: 
be that is of a haftie minde exalteth follie. 


ofhis affeions ſo, that he will not bee carried awayto 


wiſedome : hath receiued from aboxe in his heart, that pare, 
peaceable,and gentle wiſedome, which Saint Lewes ſpeaketh 


of; and doth alſo declare the ſame by his long ſufferanceesd 
patient forhearance, when 


prouoked, But he that i  ba#t | 
ut he that is of as PI 3-5 00 


exait 


E eg ow to wrath|Whichis able ro maſter the rage = 
diftemper ; contrary to the rules of lawfull anger, is of great 


by indignitics and wograued 


ued to paſſion, without due cauſi of irumode- 
rately ottended, whenthe rag ns ey ſo much 


- i 
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eralteth follie; doth openly commit it,as though he would lift 
ie yp thatallmen mighe ſee it, 


Verſ. 30. A ſound heart is the life of the fleſh; but ennie « 
therotting of the bones, . 


<>, 


Sound heart] That is, a render, kind, and compaſſionate 
Aer coward them that be in afflictions, with a defire to 
relieue and ſuccourthem : for the word figuifierh an healing 
heart, ſuch a one as wiſheth well to them, and ſtudieth how ir 
may beſt comfort them, ſo free it is from euill will and deſpite, 
wc grudging at other mens good eſtate, i the life of feſh 
bringeti health and ſoundnefle to the whole man that hath 
it. But enuie «s the rotting of the boner;it is painful to the mind, 
andhurtfull co che body;and will quickly conſume a man,and 
bring him to his end,as the diſeaſes which lic in the bones, and 
eateyp the marrow, 


Verſ. 31. Hee that oppreſſeth the pore yeprocheth him that 
_ bins : but he that ſheweth mercy to the poore, dgth honour 


8, BE EA©CD ©” ©. 4 ©& 7 


tY 


| Wand Hee meaneth, not only ſuchas liue in want and 
nutie; bur thoſe which are vnderthe burthen of any o- 
ther afflitions, and vnable to'defend themſelues: and by op- 
reſion, ke vnderſtandeth all kind of hard dealing, whether it 
ee by craft or force, or falſe accuſations and flanders, or 
bitter and contumelious ſpeeches to bring them into con- 
rr whe hatred': Hee that thus wrongeth any diftrefled 

; reprocherh him "that made him : that is, the Lord 
who hath allotted to him that poore eftate. Barbee that 
heweth mercy to the poore , which doth good, and mini- 
firech comfort co them that- are in miſery, by h plag the 
Lords ſeruants declareth his lone and eftimation ofthe Lord 


ha 
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Verſe.z2. The wicked man u purſued in bu wife: "i 
the righteons hath hope in hu death. 


226 PROVERBS. 


He wicked is purſued] The word which we tranſlatepy. 
ſued,ſignifiech to be thruſt at, or torhrow downe :mey 


ning, that when his calamity once beginneth, he ſhallbe ii \ 
uen on forwards vntill he fall into deltruRion.But the Pate df his 
therighreous is contrary, for he hath hope, that is, notonely 
confidence and good expeRation, but retuge and deliverance 
in greate(t extremities, yea in the yery danger andtormentof I 
death it ſelfe, yea then: eſpecially, and more then everat wy Jn 
time before. de; 
ob! 


Verſ. 33. Wiſedome refteth in the heart of him thatbab If 
vnderitanding : but that which i in the heart of fooles ſhallbee de 


knowne, 
V Iſcdome| That is, holy and heauenly wiſedomeand | 
grace, refeth in the heart, ( continueth thereid, and 
dwelleth as in her houſe and habitation) of him that hathww- 
derſtanding : namely, of cuery ſuch one as is of ſound iudge- 
ment and ſincere afteRion, And that which is im the par 
fooles ſhall be knowne : that finfulneſle and corruption 
they nouriſh. in their ſoules, and take pleaſure in, will breake 
out and diſcouer it ſelfe at one time or other. The _ 
of the two cauſes together will the better appeare, if that bee 
ſupplied which is vnderftood in cach of them,which maybee 
in this manner ; Wiſdome refterh in the heart of him thachath 
vnderſtanding,and willbe manifcfted ; and follie inhabited 
in the heart of fooles, and ſhall be knowne, | | 


| Verl. 34. Inftice.exalteth 4 Nation : bus finue # ſham! 
the people. Co it ary | 2h 


Vſice ]That is, true religion, and obedience to Gods hoh 


commandcements,and the enaRiing, & executing of "me 


T S- 
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ſome lawes doth exalt 4 nation ; cauſeth the inhabitants of 
well ordered Common-wealths,and countries,and cities, and 
townes, to proſper, and bee commended, But fnxe praftiſed 
and not puniſhed,js «ſhame topeople; it bringeth ro conternpr, 
and maketh them infamous, and draweth downe judgements 
on the places where it is committed and tollerated. 


Verſ.35. The fawour of a King is toward a wiſe ſeruant : but 
bu wrath ſhall be toward bum that cauſeth ſhame. 


T7 fanonr of a King, e. Every wiſe king, and all other 
godly great perſonages, will take delight in, and ſhew 
countenance vato their ſeruants, or officers, or any other thar 


7 depend ypon them, ſo farre as they ſhall finde them diligent, 


obedicnt, diſcreet and truſtic : and therefore will alſo be rea- 


| die to reward them, according as their faithfull ſeruice ſhall 


deſcrue. But bis wrath ſhall be towards him that canſeth ſhame, 
He that by folly offendeth his gouernour; eſpecially if he diſ- 
credit him and his houſe, by lewd pranks and miſdemeanours, 
muſt look to feele his maſters diſpleaſure,and that with frow- 
ning checks,chiding,puniſhment,or diſplacing. 


A 
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Verſ.1. A ſoft anſwere turneth away wrath : but a grienons 
word ftirreth vp anger. 


Soft anſwere) Gentle,milde, and peaceable ſpee« 
 ches, [rwrneth away wrath} pacitie the indi = 
tion of him that is diſpleaſed. Hee ſpeaketh of 
that which commeth to paſſe moſt common- 
Jonny not alwaies:for ſometimes men of 
eruile diſpoſition are the more violent, by how 


muchthey are mildlier dealc with: and ſharpe' rebukes a 
u 


Gen.30.2, 
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uaile moſt with ſuch, totame. them with feare, which would * 
nor beintreated with faire perſwaſions : | But grievous word, 


Verſe 


| Ve 
bitter, biting, and prouoking ſpeeches | ſ/irre »p wrath|ng the e 
only increaſe itin them, in whom before it was kindled, but 
kindle it in them who before were kindly afteRted, Jacobwy 
much indeared to Rachel,and bare much with her infirmities, T; 
and great corruptions, yet when her owne barrennes,andher vnto 
ſiſters fruirfulnes had ftirred her vp to ennie, and her enuiehad with 
made her paſſionate, and her paſſhon had cauſed her tongue to euer) 
ſpcake ablurdly, requiring /acob to giue her children, other. cer 
wiſe ſhe could not live, it is ſaid that his anger was kindleda. that 
gainſt her,norwithſtanding his ſingular loue; how then would impC 
he haue taken the matter it ſhe had reviled him, and railed on with 
him, if ſhe had belied him, and charged him with perfidiouſ- corn 
ncs,as denying due beneuolence vnto her,and defranding her man 
of her matrimonial right,and yet could be readie,and firange «th 
enoughto bepget baſtards on harlots ? whit 
dire 
Verſ.2. The tongue of the wiſe ſetteth foorth goad knowleage: ſear 
but the month of fooles powreth ont folly. and 
Tho 
TT meaning is, that godly prudent men will vtter good Wl :.4: 
matter, and their ſpeeches ſhall carrie a grace and force whit 
with them, as being rightly placed, and wiſely ordered. And 
ſinful vngodly perſons on the other fide,cither vomit out tht \ 
whichis hurrfull,falſe,or yaine : or elſe pervert and abuſe that ur 
which in it ſelfe is true and wholeſome. Good men indeede 
through the defeR of wiſdome and goodneſſe,doe ſometimes ] 
fault with their lips, and faile to ſpeake that which is meete: 
(forthe beſt attaine nor to the fulneſſe of grace, and therefore cor 


can doe nothing in complete perfeion) bur the wicked doe 
neuer ſpeake any thing well, albeic they alwaiesvtter not that col 
whichis ill. When Cayphas and Balaam were prophecyinfs co1 
and delwered the words of God, yet theirtongues were YM 


tre 
ſanQtified, notwithſtanding the matter 1 ken by them w#s mc 
diuine and holy, | - ; 23h fre: 4 ks Fare tic 
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Verſe 3, The eyes of the Lord are in enery place, bebolding 
the eni!! and tbe good, ! 


He eyes of the Lord His certaine fight and knowledge, 
The ſpeaketh of God according to man, attributing eyes 
ynto him, (which hee, being a ſpirit, hath not) becauſe wee ſee 
with our eyes, and beſt know the things which wee fee : | i 
every place] whereſoeuer any man is :|bebo/d| not ovely dif- 
cerne and perceiue, but purpoſely obſerue and marke, and 
that continually, as the forme of the word inthart participle 
importeth :[rhe exill and the good|all ſorts of men, together 
with their hearts and waics, Danid faid not that which con- 
cerned himſelfe onely in particuler;but which belonged to all 
mankinde in general! : he ſpake notas the ſonne of eſſe, but 
a5 the fonne of eAdam, and for all «Adams children, and that 
which cucry one might as truly affirme forhimſelfe, when he 
direQed his ſpeechto che Lordin this manner: O Lord thou 
ſearche'? me, and hnoweſt me, Thou knoweſt my downe ſittis; 
and mine vpriſing : thow vnder/iandeſt my thought a farre off. 
Theu compaſſe/t my path, and my lying downe, and art acquain= 
ted with all my waies, Whither ſhall I gee from thy fprrit? or 
whither ſhall I flze from thy preſence, c, 


Verſe 4. A wholeſome tongue is as a tree of life : but the fro- 
Werdues thereof is as a breach made by the winde. 


T7” purpoſe and drift of this ſentence is, to declare that 
the courſe and cuſtome of godly mens ſpeeches is both 
comfortable and profitableto them which know how to 
make vſe thereof: as was that goodly tree of life in Paradiſe, 
m— bearing fruite, ſo pleaſant, and pretious. Orr the 
contrary ſ1de, as 2a bluſtering winde, which throwethrdowne 
trees and houſes, doth much barme: ſo a violent and veno« 


mous tongue, cauſing troubles and calamitics, is yery pernis 
tous and huctfull, 


iVerſ.5. 


T ſophoth. 
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Vetſ.g. A foole deſpiſeth his fathers inflyultion: buthe tha 
regardeth correttion,is prudent. 


Fr, A wicked and wag childe,[defþiſeth]eithern, E 
fuſerh to heare, or elſe to obcy [his fathers inflrultm| | 
that admonition or counſel! which his parents or othergs. Wh fur 
uernours giue ynto him : [bxt hee that regardeth|ſubminet 
himſelfe vnto, and is betrered by [corretton| cither in word 
or deedes,giuen by whomſocuer, bauing authoritic ouerhin, 
[is prudent |{[heweth wiſedome, and recciucth the fruiteofthe 
fame. 


Verſe 6. The bonſe of the righteous hath much treaſmre:In 


in the renennes of the wicked 15 trouble, 


He houſe of the righteous] That is, either euery rights 

ous man hath his bouſe repleniſhed with great fore 
wealth and ſubſtance, or elſe a lefle quantitic doth #s well 
ſuffice him, God ſeeing itto be better and ſafer for him, And 
whereas ſometimes it fallech out, that godlic men have ne 
ther ſo much as others poſleſſe, nor as themſelues defire, and 
ſeeme to ftand in neede of, it groweth from the defeRofthet 
godlinefſe, for which the Lk correQeth them with ſomepe 
nuric and want, and whereby their hearts faile of that 
of contentment, which more pietic and grace wouldw 
in them. 

The latter clauſe of this verſe preuenteth an obievia 
that might be made againſt the former, in this manner: Why 
ſhould rig wouball Deo commended for making the t! 
teous rich, firhence finne ſeemeth to make the ſtate of 
ners more proſperous then theirs? To this it is anſ 
that troubles are intermingled with cheir wealch and polls: 
ſions; as paines and toyle in getting, and cares and fearesll 


keeping, and griefe and anger in forgoing of all, or wyp® 
ofthem. ta] 
Veil 
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Verſ. 7. The lips of the wiſe doe ſpread abroad knowledge : 
but the heart of the fooliſh, that which is not right. 


E compar&h thelips of wiſe mien tothe hands of good 
ſeedeſ-men,who skilfully, and in due manner and mea- 
| ſure,at cuery ſep doe ſcatter the corne into the tilth:ſhewing 
it tobe a note of ſound ynderſlanding, torake opportunitic 
whereſocuer it is offered, at home or abroad, rodirerheir 
talke roche benefit and edification of: the company. Onthe 
oftte WI contrary fide, the wicked, out of the euill treaſure of their 
hearcs,briog fortheuill rhing+,vctering vanitie, and crrours, 
and noyſome ſpeeches,like thoſe thatmake it their worke to 
_— ſow Cockle,and Tares, and Darnell, or other weeds, which 
are onely venomous and hurtfull. In the former part of the 
ſentence,the heart is to be vnderſtood, which minifirech mat- 
gh. Wil 0 thelips : And inthelatter,the lips are alſo meant,which 
ore f WY #re tbe infiruments of the heart ; as if he ſhould haveſaid;The 
« wel BY lips of che wiſe, ourofthar grace which-is inthe heart, doe 
\ kn a read abroad knowledge, and that which is right: and the 
; heart of the fooliſh, by the peruerſenes of the lips, dothſpread 
re, an abroad ignorance,andthat which is notright, 


mepe- Verl.8. The Sacrifice of the wicked iz abomination to the 
-Inck Re: but the prayer of the righreoxs bs acceptable vnto him. 


+ ary ſacrifice of thewicked] Their beſt workes, euenthoſe 
which ſeeme moſtco- ſauor of deuotion, and.their very 
wy Wl Pers themſelues|are abomination tothe Lord|fins which be 

abhorrerh. & for which hewill puniſh them: | bu the prayer of 
of the righteous] and all other their ſeruices which they faithful» 
Yer performe{ are acceptable to him| wherewith, through Ieſus 
poſi iſt he is well pleaſed, and for the ſame-will gratiouſly re- 
—_ ward them. For neither the difpleafure of God = nag his e» 
| hemies, nor his fauour towards his people,are without effica» 
"WY Heaod effet; his harted is ioyned with iuftice, and will cer- 


Val, witly worke the woe of himthac ſhall prouoke it: and his 
R loue 


ng os tant > ropes a0 


Tit.15, 


Meraddeph. bit and encreaſe of goodneſſe. The word ſignifieth earneſt | 
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loue is full md emer and will make him bleſſed you 


whom itis ſerled. 


Verſ.9.The way of the wicked is an abomination ts the Lok 
but he loueth him chat followerh rigbteouſueſſe, | 


=— way of the wicked | The whole courſe of his life axl | 
behauiour : whatſoever he ſaith, and allthat bedoth'j 
abomination to the Lord|is filthic and loath{ome in hisey, * A 
prouoking him in angerzo plague him, And ihisisnottobe 


ot 
vnderfiood only of the grofle faults of fintull men, when (elle 
directly tranſgreſſe the law of God, but of euery _- WW nc 
which they take in hand,as long as they walke afterthe rich 
as labour and trauell; their meate and drinke ; theit ſleepeand WF nor 
neceſlaric refreſhings : though inexerciſes not vtterly wlow Wl ften 
full ; chough in matrers that be meerely civill; choughina8 il (4. 
ons cuery way commendable for others to performe, And chre 
hereofthe Apoſtle ſpeaketh, when he ſaich co Tiras, thats Wi one 
the pare all things are pure ; but vato them that are rigt 
wnbeleening nothing i pare, but exen their minds and conſe ynt! 

' ences aredefiled. = 8 
But hee loneth him Efteemerh him, and vſcth himabs Wl whi 
owne child; cauſech his heart to feele the comfort of his i» Wl me: 
uour,and will-in due time make it manifeſt to all theworld Will and 
how deere he is ynto him [ who followeth after righteonſueſe] curl 
which is not cold, or ſlow, or vnſtablein doing of good;dit Wl fon 


with might and maine ftriueth conſtantly to obtainethe- 


to purſue, being a Metaphor taken fromthe eagerneſeof nid 
beaſts,or rauenous towles, or of any kind of creatures that 
live by the ſpoyle of others, which will runne or flic, bothiil 
and farre,rather then be diſappointed of their prey. Ties 
is, thatall arc notof equall graces, nor any one at all times 
equally affe&ed-ro that which 1s iuſt and vpright ; bur yore 
mult leaue offendeauour to ſeekeir, Euery man is co makeſt 
his gaine,and coabandonall the impediments which would 
Riay him from ic, The fenſeand meaning of the words nw 
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theberrer diſcerned, if thar bee ſupplied whichis ynderftood 
neither part of the ference, in this manner: The Lord abhor- 
rech the way and perfonof the wicked, becauſe hee followeth 
iniquicie : but he louerh the perſon and way of the godly, be- 
cauſe he followeth righteouſneſle, | 


TY Verſe 10. Inſtraftion [is enill to bim that forſaketh the way: 
ad [and| he that hateth correion ſhall die, 


this | 
eyes, Nitre{on |Eicher wholeſome doQtrine publikely taughe, 
tobe or faithfull admonition privately given :| x exif | notin ir 


an ſelfe (for the Scripture calleth ic A pearle, and Holy thing in Marth-7.6. 


Ty one place, and preferrerh it before filuer and gold : and the 


netwilling to obey it: in whom alſo it is an occafion of di- 
li WH ftemperced paſſions, and bardnefſe of hearr : | ro hims chat for- 
a6 ſcheth the way |notto euery one that miſtaketh the way, or 
through iofirmitie ſomeimes ſwarueth from ir; butto ſuch a 
one as either obſtinacely refaſeth ro chuſe and walke inthe 
right path of ſaluation, when the knowledge of it is offered 
mo him;or wiltully departeth from it 2fter that he hath made 
ſome entrance thereunto : And | bee that hateth correftion| 
which 1s imbitrered by rebukes, and not bertered by chaſtiſe- 
wents :| ſhall die ] is in danger to periſherernally ac the laft, 
and to be ſurpriſed with ſome ſpeedy, ſudden, ſhamefull, or 
curſed death in the meane ſeaſon : and before that, to haue 
ſome heauie iudgement to fall ypon him, 


Verl.11. The graue and deftruition are before the Lord: 
bow mnch more the hearts ef the ſonnes of men ? 


> > a The darkefi places in the ground, or deepeſt 

phces inthe waters, where any dead corps is, or hath bin 

covered, and conſequently all others as obſcure as they, or 

lower then they, euen to the very cemer of the carth :| a»d 

dftrettion] rhe place and fate: of the damned fpirits : | «re 
3 


richeſt Iemmes in another ) bur ir ſo ſeemerh cohim tha is prou,z.r5. 
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and how the ſoules ſuffer,and what bee the thoughts of them 
that ſuſtaine ſuch infernall rorments :/] how mach more the 
bearts]the counſels, and purpoſes, and diſcourſes, and mo- 
tions of all the faculties of the ſoules : [of the ſownes of men]of 
euery one in cuery age thatis deſcended from therace of man» 
kinde, fo long as hee liueth on earth. Yet is not this an arpu- 
ment from imparitie,in reſpe of God,as though were eafie 
for him to behold ſome thoughts,and hard to find our others; 
(for all are equaily comprehended of him) bur in regarde of 
men, which with greater difficultic attaine to the knowledge 
of that whereunto their ſenſe is not able to reach, 'and with 
more facilitie diſcerne chat which is ſubie@ro their ſenſes:and 
ſo according to themſelues they conceiue ofthe Lord. 

Now ifthey apprehend that hee doth continually obſerue 
and looke ypon things that bee ſoabftruſe and hidden, th 
may bee eahily perſwaded that hee is not vnacquainted with 
that which is more conſpicuous and apparant. 


Verſe 12, A ſcorner loweth not him that rebuteth him: nei- 
ther will he goe unto the wiſe, 


Y Sar Alcaud vngratious perſon, which obſtinately 
hath giuen ouer himlelfe to worke wickednefle, and de- 
rideth ali that diſhke of his waies:{/oweth not bins that rebu- 
keth biz but haterh both the reprouer and the reproofe, the 
man and his admonition : according as was aid beforetbg 
initruttion is en:ill to bum that forſaketh the way : | neither will 
he goe tothe wiſe] nor be willing that the wiſe ſhould come to 
him, He afteReth vor the company and ſocietie of themthat 
be godly, becauſe hee knoweth thar they will looke into his 
licentious life, and tell him plainlie of his inordinate beha» 
uiour, If Achab tooke it fo offenſiuely that E/yah, altbough 
ſent by the Lord, ſhould enter into Nabotho vineyard, where- 
of he was taking poſlcſſion,tothe moleſiing of himyas if an e- 
nemie were come vpon him; when ſhall weerrthinke, woutd 
Achab of himſelfe haue repaired ©o Eljah rotconfefſe his bloo- 
die crueltic, to crauc his prayers to God for pardon; _ 
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ſeke direRion for the attainment and teſtification of his re« 
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pentance? | es : 
'Verſ.t 3. A ioyfullbeart maketh 4 good countenance : but by 
the ſorrow of the heart the ſpirit is broken. 


Ar heart] A glad and merrie minde,eſpecially hauing 
peace with God, and pardon of all his tranſgretfions : 
[makerh 4 good countenance] cauſeth the whole body to bee 
morchealchfull, but moſt of all ſheweth it ſelfe in the cheere. 
fulnes of the face : for the affeions of the minde pierce into 
the parts ofthe body, and chiefly appeare and workeinthe 
countenance : [bat by the ſorrow of the heart] when iris carnall 
or exceſſiuc, [the ſpirit is broken] as the lookes are marred, fo 
the ſpirits are dulled, and men by hghings and priefes are of- 
ten brought to ſuch extremities, as thar they can hardly draw 
their breath. The oppoſition Randeth thus : Aioyfull heart 
makerh a good countenance, and by the comforts of it, the 
ſpirirs are refreſhed : and a ſorrowfull heart makerh an heauic 
countenance, and by the griefes thereof the ſpirits are op- 
prefled, 


Verſe 14. The heart of him that hath under/tanding ſeeketh 
knowledge : but the month of the foole is fed with fooliſhnes. 


Hom heart of himthat hath vnder/tanding] The vpright de- 
fire, and fincere affeRion of him that is wiſe vnto ſalua- 
tion,[ ſeeberh for knowledge] moucth his lippes,and cares, and 
ſenſes diligently to labour for increaſe of that holy wiſedome 
Wherewith he is alreadie endued: | but the month of the foole 
is fed with fooliſhnes|that is, leaudhes of life, and practiſe of 
euill,are as delighrfull to the minde ofa finfull perſon, as de- 
licious food is to the mouth and'tafte: and he that hath a wic- 
ked heart, will bee as greedieto ſatisfie his luſt at euery mo- 
ment, as he that hath a daintic tooth will be defirous to feede 
on delicate diſhes at every meale, + | 
And ſoit is agreeable to thac which is inthe fourch-Chap- 
0 + of ; R 3 cer, 
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rer, where (inpers 3re ſaid to eta the bread of wickedneſſe, and 
to drinke the wine of violence :thatis, It is meate and drinkets 
themto do miſchiefe, The ſenſe and oppoſttionin effe tend 
co 5his, that the beart of a wiſe man ſerketh for knowledge, 
and therefore his ſoyle is fed with grace : and the heart of a 
foole doth hunt after follic, and therefore his mouth is fed 
with tooliſhaes, | 


Verſe 15, All the daies of the afflifted ere ewill : but bee that 
bath a good hearts ata contiuuallfeaſt. 


Y the next two verſcs following it may appeare, that by 
the afflited is meant ſuch a one as (through deſeR of 
faith and comtentedneſſe) is troubled ig minde for poventie, 
or other outward calamities, becauſe his worldly cate and 
condition is no better, And of himit is ſaid, that all bis daves 
4 e exit; that is, His whole life, during thoſe wants or cro( 
{es,or feares,til| the heart be holpen by grace| areevill | grie- 
uous,tedious,and full of bitter vexations : b#t hee that baths 
good hears) which is at peace with God, aud freed from the 
power of infidelitic and finfulnes, [is at 4 continual feaſt ]is no 
more burdened with want at any time, then they which haue 
varictieot diſhes before them:aud no lefle filled with delights 
atall times, then they which are well ſatisfied wich daigtie 
meates and pleaſant wines, For the compariſon is from the 
comfort and commodities of banquets, and nat the furfers 
and exceſle thereof, Yetthis is according to the degreegof 
that goodnefle which is in mens ſoules: {o auch godlneſle as 
they baue, ſo much refreſhing they finde in their affhQors: 
and becauſe none can atraine vnto aperfeRioo thereoh, there» 
fore none ſhall be rid, of all. worldly gricfes, and dreads,and 
diſcontentments. 

The fenf6 and expoſition tendeth to this purpoſe: All ihe 
dajes of himthat hath an evill heart, are as gricuous when be 
safflited,as ifhe were pinched with continuall pepuric : bus 


B 


all the daies of him that hatha good hear, when bee is aff» 
uollſcal 


Qed,are ag ioyous as if be werear a6 


Verſ.16+ 
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Verſe 16. Better is a little with the frare of the Lord, then 
great treaſure,tend tronble therewith, 


Etter is 4 little] A ſmall portion of goods is more profi- 
Bru: and comfortable, | with the feare of the Lord | with 
odlineſſe,caufing a contented minde with iey,and procuring 
Gods blefſing for vic, [ thew great treaſure | then the abun. 
dance of wealth, [with rrowble] with finfulnes which bring=- 
eth trouble, namely feare, care, forrow,and many curſes with 
the checke of an ill conſcience: for where Religion is nor, 
there griefes and vexations will be: and the more riches a 
wicked man hath, whereby he may ſeemeto bee free from all 
moleſtations, the more incumbrances he hath, which are al- 
waies ready to moleft him, 


Verſe 17. Better is 4 dinner of greene hearbs where lone is, 
then a ſtalled Oxe,and batred therewith. 


| ad More laudable in the houſe, and acceptable to the 
gueſt: [is 4 dinner of greene hearbs] very meane and ſlen= 
der fare :|where /one is | where is concord and heartic good 
will :[then a falled Oxe|then great ſtore of good meate, and 
a] manner of proviſion that appertaineth to a ſumpruous feaſt: 
[and hatred therewith | an evil! affeRion, either rowards the 
parties bidden, or one towards another. The alienation of 
mindes, through the hard opinion which one hath ofthe a- 
ther,is enough to marre the feaſt, though the cheare beneuer 
ſo great; but much more if there bee alſo variance among 
them, if they breake out into bitternefle, into contention, and 
drawling, and eſpecially if quarrels, and violence inſue there- 


| Vetſ. 18, «Aw angry man ftirreth vp contention : but he that 
i ſlow to wrath appeaſeth ſtrife. | 


N angry man |Such over whom wrath andpaſſion hath 


power,& in whomit algnoes (Re in the originall _ 
4 ce 
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he is called « wax of anger )| ſtirreth vp comtention]encreaſeth 
difſenſion where hee Fadeth diſcord, & maketh debate where 
| peace was before : [bat he that is ſlow towrath] which can go. 
uerac his affeions,and not bee angrie withour cauſe, ole 
yond mcaſure,[ appeaſeth ſtrife | endeauoureth to pacifiethar 
diſpleaſure which one man hath conceiued againit another; 
ſo that he is not onely volike to bimthatis giuento anger,and 
will not raiſe contention as he doth, but raketh a courſe quite 
contrary to his,in reconciling them that be at variance, 


Verſ. 19. The way of the ſlothfull is as an hedge of thornes : 
but the way of the righteous t5| as|a paned canſey. 


He way of the ſluggard | Not that leaud and licentious 

courſe of life which a finfull flothfull perſon doth take, 
(for that ſeemes plaine and pleaſant vnto him) but the good 
and honeſt conuerſation which he ought to walke in: [#4 
an hedge of thornes| appeareth to him to be full of difficulties 
and dangers, as a path that is-all ouer-growne with rhornes 
and briars : and therefore either hee dareth notenterintoit, 
becauſe he fearethperils; orelſe he wil not proceed forwards, 
becauſe he findeth inconueniences : | bat the way of the righ- 
teous|the vie and exerciſe of thoſe good duties which cuery 
godly diligent man performeth :| i | as | <pawed caxſey | plaine, 
ealie,and commodious : andthertore he goeth on in the ſame 
with good contentment and comfort, 


Verſ.20. eA wiſe ſonne reiozceth [his] father : but a fooliſh 
ſonne deſpiſeth his mother. 


At ſonne| A child that is indued with grace,and vertu- 
ouſly inclined :| reroycerh bis father |bringeth comfort 
to both parents for his piety and feare of God(it they them- 
{clues be religious and godly otherwiſe it may bee,thc will 
be the more vexed at it ) tor his obedience and dutifull beha- 
uiour towards them, and for his. owne good-oredit with!all 
wiſe mea that know his waics,and the bleſſingof God w_ 


was WY 5.0 0.0 4 
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his ſtate: | bwt 4 fooliſh ſorne]ſucha oneas is giuentobeleaud 
and wicked, { deſpiſeth his mother] ſheweth contemprto mo- 
ther and father, but eſpeciall 7 tothe mother, becauſe hee pre« 
{meth to be more bold with her, and becauſe his ſtare com 


| monlydothlefle depend pon her. The oppoſitionis thusto 


be conceiued : 
A wiſe ſonne doth honour his father and mother,and ther- 


fore doth make them to bee glad : but a fooliſh ſonne deſpi- 
ſeth mother and father; and therfore cauſerh them to mourne;. 


Verſ. 21. Fooliſhneſſe is toy to him that is deflitute of under- 
flanding ; but a man of vnderftanding will wal:e vprightly, 


"Ozliſhneſſe | Wickednefle and finne : [| is joy | defired, and 
F commirted,and continued in with delight: | to him that is 
deſlitmte of underitanding |} a finfull man that is without all ſa- 
uing knowledge,and heauenly wiſedome : | but a man of vn- 
der/tading |(uch a one as is godly wiſe, whoſe mind the holy. 
Ghoſt hath enlightened with the ſound knowledge of the 
word : [walketh wprightly ] ordereth his conuerſation aright, 
andthatin the eruth and fincerity ofhis heart, Thus Randeth 
the oppoſition : Fooliſhneſle is ioy to himthar is deſtitute of 
ynderſtanding,and therefore he walketh peruerſly : but wiſe- 
dome isioy to him that is a man of ynderſtanding, and there= 
fore he walketh vprighly.. 


Verſ. 22. Without counſellthoughts come to nought © but by 
fore of connſellers they ſhall be etabliſhed, 


MY Rn men in difficult and doubtfull 
caſes will truſt to their owne wit, and contule with 
no others whether their enterpriſes bee conuenient, and by 
what mc an-5 they may eftect them | thowghts come tonought | 
either they grow wearir of their attempts, or are defeated of 
their purpoles : or though they ſeeme to ſucceed well fora 
time, yet their hopes are fru(frate in the end : | bat by the rwt- 
titde of counſellers | which. are wiſe, and giue faithfull couy- 
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ſell iftheir faithfull counſell be hearkened ynto, and obeyed; 
they are eftablifhed | in the Hebrew text the Verbe is of the 
ingularnumber, but colleQuely ſpoken : meaning, thatall 
and cuery one of thoſe thoughts which are fo dire&ed 
counſell,ſhall hauc a conſtant proſperous ſucceſle at the 
ifnot at the firſt, 


Verſ.23. Aioy commeth to a man by the anſwere of bis menth: 
and how good 15 4 word in due ſeaſon ? 


A Joy commeth to a man] A good man ſhall findeither ſoo. 
ner or later, comfort and gladneſle | by the anſwere of bit 
month] by the wholeſome words which hee vetereth with his 
mouth, whether hee anſwere to things demanded, or other- 
wiſe : [and how good is aword in due ſeaſon? )chatis to ſay,mar- 
ucilous proficable and delightfull ro himſelfe and others, are 
fairhfull ſpecches diſcreetly deliuered, all meet circumſtances 
of time,place and perſons,bcing duly obſerued, 


Verſ. 24. The way of life is on high to the prudent, to awoide 
frombell beneath, » 


= way ef life|The way that leadeth to life, yea the very 
true lite it ſelfe : [15 0» high to the prudent is not worldly, 
carnall, and earthly, but ſpirituall, holy, and heauenly : and 
therefore ſo farre as any man is wiſe to ſaluation,heethinkerh 
of heauenly things, andin all his behauiour tendeth towards 
heauen : | ro aweide | that ſo walking therein hee may eſcape 
[from bell beneath) from death and defiruRion, and the place 
of eternall torment, which aſenſuall courſe of life,and the de- 


| fireofearthly things will bring men ynto. 


 Verl. 25.The Lord will deftroy the howſe of the proud: but be 
will eftabliſh the borders of the wido\v, 


= drife of this ſentence is to ſhew that the ſafery of no 
mans ſtate doth ſtand in his greatnefle, nor perill of mine 
"4 in 
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in his (maloefſe; bur that Gods diſpleaſure doth cur ofthe 
wicked, how Rirong ſocuer ; and his fauour proreQteth the 
godly,chough never ſo feeble. The Lord will deffroy) atone 
time or other, at once or by degrees, either by the wonted 
meanes of bis plagues and iudgememts,or by ſome immediate 
ſtroke from his owne hand: | be wilroot owe ( 2s the word fig- 


- nifiech) and vtterly ouerthrow :| the houſe of theproud|them- 


ſelues, their ſeed, ſubſtance, cfimation, and whaiſocucr be- 
longeth vnto them : | but he willeStabliſs | defend and main- 
raine [the borders of the widew| thoſe linings and poſſcfſions, 
gr whatſocuerelſe pertaineth to-poore helpeleſle perſons, of 
any ſort, which wane power to refit their oppreſſors. Yeris it 
not ſo to bee ynderftond, as though they that were withour 
friends, were alſo alwaies withone wrongs; ( for wee reade, 
and heare, and ſee the cont age rg" y) burthatitisnot 
inany mans powerto ſpoile them at his pleaſure : and when 
theyare opprefled, he will rake their cauſe into his hands, in 
iuflice and anger to puniſh their aduerfaries,and by grace and 
27 amy to recompence them. Thisis the ſenſe of the op- 

tion 2 

The Lord will deſtroy the houſe ofthe mighty, when they 
grow to be proud; and eftabliſh the borders of the widowes 
and weake ones, when they ſhew themfelues bumble. 


Verſ, 26. The thoughts of the wicked are abomination tothe 
Lord: but the pure hane pleaſant words, 


He thoughts of the wicked] Thcir defires, affeRions, pur- 
poles, imaginacions,andatlthe motions of their mindes : 
{are abomination te the Lord| ſuch as hee preſently beholderh 
with deteftation, and hereafter will puniſh with great ſeucri- 
om the pure | gadly men, whole hearts are purified by 
, and which are vpright in their waies, | hawe pleaſant 
words|they ipeake ſuch chings as are iuſt and acceprable in 
_ of God, and good andprofiable for the vie of the 
ers, 


| Theoppoliionfiandeth thus; The thoughts of thewic- 


ked, 
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ked, ant! therefore alfo their words are abomination tothe 
Lord: but the words of the pure, and conſequently their 
thoughts are pleaſant ynto him, 


Verſe 27. He that is greedie of gaine, troubleth his houſe: 
but he that hateth gifts, ſhall lixe, 


H* that is greedie of gaine | Which being diſcontented 
with his portion, doth rauenouſly couct after more 
wealth :| mg 7" his houſe |ſubuerteth his owne eſtate, and 
draweth miſery vpon his houſhold and poſterity :| b#t he that 
hbateth gifts) notthatall recciuing of gifts is finne, for inferi- 
ours may take that which ſuperiours beſtow ypon them in 
mercy : and ſuperiours may accept ot that which inferiours 
preicnt them with kindnefle : but bribes are heere ſpoken a- 

aint, which are offered cither to peruert judgement, orto 
bb iuſtice : whereas the formerought not to bee yeeldedyn- 
to for the greateſt ſummes of money; and the latter ſhould be 
granted withoutrhe leaſt reward, And here is a Synechdeche, 
one thing being propoſed for a paterne of many others of like 
nature. The Magiſtrates duticis ſer foran example of all 0- 
thers,and gifts for all manner of valawfull gaine and gertings 
[ /hall lie | (afely and comfortably in this life, and gloriouſly 
in thelife ro come, This is the oppoſition : Hee that is greedy 
of gaine, andloueth gifts, bringerh trouble to his houſe, and 
ſhall die : but he that hath acontented mind, and hateth gifts, 
'bringeth peace to his houſe, and ſhallliue, 


Verſ. 28. T he heart of the righteous ſindieth to anſwere: but 
the month of the wicked bableth ont euillthmgs, 


Good man, eut of the good treaſure of his heart, brin- 
geth forth good things, He meditateth what to ſpeake, 
that he may vtter ſuch matter as is moſt wholeſome and pro- 


fitable : and that not onely when i nr is demanded of 


him,or he is otherwiſe ſpoken vnto ; but ypon any orher oc» 
calion, when it concerncth himto ſay ought; For the word 


[anſmere] 


e 


WT 


Paovarnns” | 
[anſwere] is more largely taken ſorntimes in the Scriptures 
then we vic it in 6us common ſpeech,as Mat.11.25. et that 
time leſua anſwered and ſaid, I gine thee thankes, O' Farber, 
Lordof heauen and earth,&c.[but the manth of the wickedbab- 
leth out enill things |he can neither be filent,nor ſpeake well; 
buc is full of diſcourſe,and alwaies pratling raſhly, vainly, of- 


fenfiucly,anddeaudly. te 
The oppoſition ftandeth thus : Theheart of the righteous 


ftudicth to anſwete,and therefore he vrtereththings that 'bee 
good : but the mouth of the wicked is haſtily & raſhly ſet. on 
worke,and therefore he bableth out things tha are cuill. -. 


Verſ, 29. The Lord P fad off fromthewicked:: bat br Bs: 
reth the prayer of the righteons, | 


He Lord « farre off from the wicked | Hee is neere vnto 

them in his eſſence, whereby he filleth heauen and earth': 
andin his preſence,wherebyhe behoſderhcheirhearrs,and-all 
their waies : and in his iuftice, being at hand to puniſhthem, 
But he is farre offin reſpeC of his fauour and helpe: yea euen 
then when they pray vnto him in their manner: ſo that they 
getnomore good Genoby, then if they ſhould call one 
that ii» another countrey,. Vpon which occafionthePro- 


phetexlorteth men to ſeeke the: Lord while hoe may be found, Eſa.55.6. 


and| to\call upon hm mhile he « neere;-}Thecauſe thereof ma 
be gathered our ofthe eighth verſe of this chapter, where the 
ſacrifice of the withedis laid to bee abomination to the Lord, 
Who would willingly come nigh co that which he much ab- 
horreth? Who won nor keep off from ſmelling af noyſome 
ſents, or looking:on loarhſame fights? { bur bee hearerh the 
prayer of the rig hteons ] accepteth of it, and yeeldeth to it: is 
well pleaſed with thac which they offerro him, and granterh 
that which they defire'of him. - | 

Thisis the oppoſition The Lordis farre off fromthe wic® 
ked,and reieQerh their prayers :buc heis necreto therighte= 
ous,and heareth their petitions. See whac hath been ſpoken 
tothispointiathe cighth-yerſe,. | | L a 

erſe 
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Verſ.;0. The light of the eye reiojceth the beart :anda good 
bearing maketh the bones fat, | 


f bw light of the eyes] Thebeholding of delightful apes 
[reioxceth the heart | bringeth ſound gladnes to the ſoule 
thar is ſeaſoned with grace,and looketh on Godsfauor, with 
his blefſings :| 42d «good bearmg| where there is comfortable 
matter related, ind an attentiuecareto hearken vntoir : | m4- 
heth the bones ; at procuteth health, and good diſpoſition of 
the whole body : by meanes whereof the bones are repleni- 
ſhed with marrew within, and well Rored withfleſh and fat- 
nefſe without : nor that ſecing ſerueth onely forthe comfort 
of the heart,and hearing for the health of the body; bureach 
of them is profitable both waies, And the ſame may bee yn- 
derſtoodalſo,in due proportion,of the other ſenſes, 


Verſ. 21. The care that beareth the correftion of life, ſhall 
lodge among the wiſe. 


He eare that heareth] The perſon which enclinethhis 

eares,together with his heart, and yecldeth obedience{ro 
the correition of hfe|to wholeſome reproofes, whereby wee 
aretaught ro live wel, and directed to life eternall, | ſhall ug 
among the wiſe|hall bee wiſe, and receiue the reward of wile» 
dome, as a dometicall companion, and fellow ſeruant with 0- 
ther wiſe men in the familic and houſhold of God. 


Verſ.32. He that refuſeth inſtruftion Jeſpiſerh his own ſoule: 
but be that obeyeth correttion,roſſeſſerh his owne heart. 


H E that refuſeth inflraftion| Which diſdainerh to bee 26- 
moniſhed of his taults, and direed in his waics, | defþi- 
ſeth bis owne ſoule} dealeth as hardly with his owne ſoule, in 
bringing ſhame and deftrution ypon ir, asif ir were athing 
that he deſpiſed, and were a mortal enemic vnto :{b»t be 1648 
obexerh correftion ) which liſtencth vnco, and is game by 
who 


- +5 SO IAL : % l R 4 
. CH ths On OY 
4 I. 5 
we 6 
5 


s 
; 
; 


Pnſt33- 


Provan. 
wholeſome leſſons, whether ſharpe or gentle, [ poſſeſſeth his 
awne heart | hach the vie and ordering of his mind, and whole 
foule,and preſerueth it fromthe power of death and damna- 
tion, 
The oppoſition is this : He that refuſeth inflruQion, deſpi- 
ſerh his owne ſoule,and cafteth-ir away; but he that obeyeth 
correRion, regardeth his heart,and poſlefleth ir, #. 


Verſ. 33. Before the feave of the Lord goeth the inſiruflion 
of wiſedome : and before honour goeth hunulity. 


Efore the feare of the [ord] Before a man bee truly religi- 
Bc and godly, | goerh the inſtruttion of wiſedews he muſt 
bedaily informed in the precepts and doQrine of Gods holy 
will expreſſed in the Scriptures : {4nd before honowr ether that 
celeſtiall glory which is prepared for Gods people inthe life 
to come,or any comfortable aduancement in this life, or the 
yndoubted note and credit of ynfained faithfulnefle and pie 
[ goerh bumilityſuch as is not counterfeit, and meere)y in 

ew,but proceederh from feeling of corruprions, and fight 
of ones owne vnworthineſſe, whereby hee is induced in the 
meeckeneſle of his mind, to efteeme others better chen him- 
ſelfe, The word ſignifieth properly, in reſpeR of the derivati- 
on ofir,ſuch a kind of lewlinefſe as is wrought by ffli ons, 
thoughit be alſo ſometimes more large! ket Now itisto 
decenquired, what connexion there is Fonaxamol this clauſe 
andthe former, which will eafily be found if wee obſcrue that 
the vertue and reward here laſtly mentioned,depend ypon the 
dutic and gracein the former place ſpecified : for withinftru- 
Qion there is required humility,and to the feare of God there 
is adioyned honour, 
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Verſe 1. The preparations of the heart are in man :but the 
arſwere of the tongue is from the Lord. 


«ET is farre from the meaning ofthe holy Ghoſt, 
RO to aſcribe here freewill ro man, as though hee 
5 hadany abſolute power to diſpoſe of his owne 
heart,though by conceſſion, according to the 
vulgar opinion, that ſeere ro be granted: for 
no man can thinke an evill thought without 
Gods prouidence, much lefſe a good thought without his 
grace : but the drift is to ſhew, that albeit men deviſe much, 
and haue whole armies ( as the word fignifierh) of cogirations 
in their mindes, and thoſe placed in exaRt order,as it werem 
battell array, fo that they fer downe with themſelues both 
what and how to ſpeake,yet [the anſwere of the tongue is from 
the Lord] they ſhall vtter that which God appointecth, and not 
alwaics what themſelues doe purpoſe, 


bo 


_ . Verſe 2, All the waies of 4 man are cleans in bis owne enes: 
but the Lord pondereth the ſpirits, 


L L the waies)The purpoſes, courſes, and proceedings: 

the deedes that are done,the words that are ſpoken, and 

the thoughts that are conceived [of & an ]of him thatis yi» 
regenerate, and hath an ignorant minde, proud heart,and3 
ſleepie conſcience, ave cleane in bis owne eyes | ſeerme commen- 
dable vnto him : he iuſtifieth and applaudeth himſclfe in them: 
[but the Lord pondereth the ſpirits Fiearc heth narrowly, not 
onely ico the behauiour, bur the hearts alſo of all men, as it 
were putting them into the ballance, and examining them by 
number and weight,whether they be pure and ypright,as i 
ceeamg 
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both men and Angels, continuallie ſet themſclues —_ 
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ceeding from fineeritiez or prophane and hypocritical , as 


growing from corruptionand guile, 


Verſe 3. Commit thy workes wnto the Lord and thy thoughts 
ſhall bedireed. | © 


uolue or role, meaning thereby that is chicfly ro bee re- 
ſpeced in cuery thing that any man doth deale in: by taking 
direion from his word, both for matter and manner: by pro 
poling arighr end,cuen his glorie, inthe performance of it: ” 
asking his helpe,and waitingon his hand, as well for ſucceſle 
as recompence: 4nd thy thoughts ſball be diretted, thy minde 
ſhall be informed inthe right way : thy heart ſhall be confir- 
medtoproceed on with cheerefulneſſe,and chou ſhalt be lead 
witha ſpeciall guidance to thinke vpon thoſe meanes which 
will bee molt effeRuall for the accompliſhing of thy deſire, 
ifit be for his praiſe, and thy good to haue thy deſire accome 


pliſhed, 


Verſ.q. The Lord hath meds all things for his owne ſake :yea 
exen the wicked for the day of enill. 


TT word which wee tranſlate [commit] fignificth to de- 


He Lord hath made all things : By making is vnderſtood 

as well that workmanſhip which was beftowed vpon all 

the creatures for their forme and exiſtence, as the workes 

which hee daily dothin his perpetuall gouernment and admi- 

niftration : for b;s owne ſake, for his glorie, which is ſcene in 

his wiſedome and power, in his mercie and righteouſneſſe, 

with all other holy attributes, And this hee dothnor onely 

ſe to himſelfe, as an end that were meete, and to bee 

wiſhed, but commandeth and cauſcth, as an effcQ that is ne- 

ceſlarie and certaine :aven the wicked againſt the day of enilh 
This clauſe is annexed, as-a. prevention of an obiction 

might ariſc out of the former words : How truly may it be aid 

that hee hath made all chings for himſclfe, when reprobates, 
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him? Now to this he anſwereth, rhar he perterhno ſmall ho» 
nour by them that are moſt yngodly and wicked :forfithence 
they reſuſe to yeeld him glorie by their life, and toacknow. 
ledge his goodneſſe inthetime of rheir proſperitic, hee will 
glorific himſelfe by their death, and manifeſt his juſticein the 
day of their deſtruction. Andto that Camnable eſtate they are 
forc-ordained:by Gods" righteous dreree, as itis intirnaed 
here,and expreſly affirmedin other places,and yer made wr- 


thie of it by their owne vnrighteous behauiour :asis noredin 
Pharaoh,and other obRtinate rebels, | 


Verſe 5. Altthat are prond in heart jare abomination to the 
Lord : though hund ioyne is bandzht ſhallnot be vnpmniſeed.. 


A L L\ All forts and degrees of men,male or female, yong 
or old, high or low, and euery parciculer /perſon;of what 
condition ſocuer,that areprowd in heart,whoſe hearts arelof- 
tic,and voidof humilitie; and the heart is therefore ſpecified, 
becauſe pride is ſeatedin it, and loweth from ir, and.that/nio 
man ſhould challenge to himſelfe any immunitie from the 
wretched eſtate of the proude, ynleſſe his heartbee ſeaſoned 
with humilitie, Hethat hath an-bigh minde, though he beare 
a low ſaile, and keepe a ſmall port, without pompe and bra- 
uerie, may bee as loathſome inthe eyesof rhe Lord, as ſome 
others that ſet footth theriſeluts with;preater ſhewes, Yet 
note that hee faithnot; allt(athave pride in their hearts, For 
whocan be fully freed-from itfolonpus hee'is .cloathed with 
morralitie ? but they thatate proud in heart, and ſo bce none 
that vnfainedly feare GoG for rhat manner of ſpeech inten» 
deththe habiror dominion of pride,which/is onely inthe vn» 
regenerate :ave-un Hbommation ito the Lord; hee haththemin 
deteffation;ane exmnot abidexhemtfengb bands we ju hand, 
notwitliftadding that they vnite their: forces; ab combine 
thetſelues rogether for their deſence andfaferie,boſbull not be 
vnpaniſhed, not one of them ſhall eſcape the fixokes of God, 
thonghfor a time he deferre his iudpoments, ' fit 
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Ver(.6, By mercie audtrath ſhali ke coaioand 
the feare of the Lord men depart from Tl wy by 


7 mercie | That kindneſlſe and free loue. which the Lord 
bcarethto his cleR, [4vderarb]the faithfull accompliſh- 
mentof his promiſes (and inthe ſame ſenſe are the ſame words 
taken in Chapter 14.8.22. To them that thinks on goed things 
ſhallbe mercie and truth )| iniquitie ſhall be purged] as well ori- 
inall guilt 2s aRuall travſgreſſions,and all tbaris amifie in 
ce BALUre, and heazts,and waics of Gods choſen,ſhall be re- 
mitted and waſhed away ghzavgh 'the blood of Jeſus Chrilt. 
Thatchis is the meaning ofthis ſentence,it appeareth by the 
force of the word, that ſignifieth ro make expiacion, which 
properly belonged to Chriſt to doe, though typically the 
Prieſts of the law wereſaid to expiate by the ſacrifices which 
they offered. For hee (as S,[obn witnefſeth) which is our Ad- 


uocate with the Father, is likewiſe the propitiation for our 1.Ioh 2.2. 


finnes :| and by the feare of the Lord|the knowledge of his 
will,the reuerence of his Maicſtie, and the regard of his fa- 
uour, [ex depart from iniquitie |they decline from wicked 
waies,and doe thoſe things which are lawfull and good, Yer 
neither of them are in fallperfeQion, though both of them in | 
finceritie and truth. So thar he declarethche cauſes of iuſtifica- 
tionin the former clauſe, and the exerciſe of ſanRification in 
the latter: ſhewing by whom firfs are pardoned, inthe one; 
andto whom the affurancethereofpertainerh,in the other, 


Verſ. 7.1/hen the Lord is pleaſed with the waies of aman, be 
will maks his enemies at peace with hims. 


VWW= the Lord is pleaſed with the waies of a man] Whe 
ith and 


any perſon leadeth a holic and righteous life, with 

integritic,according tothe rule of his word,{ he will 
wake bis enemies at peace with him] hee will cauſe his adueria- 
ries to lay aGde their batred, and beaze good will to him, and 
deale friendly with him, mM 
S 2 is 
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This commeth to paſſe often, butnot alwaies : neither 
would the holy Ghoſthaue it taken for a perperuall rule; fox 
how then ſhould that be verified which our Sauiour rold his 
Luke 21.16, Diſciples,that rhey ſhould be betrayed of their parents andbre. 
thren avid kinſme», and friends, and be hated of allmen'forhjs 
names ſake + which wee ſee yſtially come to paſſe alſo in our 
rimes: Bur this is the beſt meanes to reconcile them vnto'ys; 
and winne their loue either ſooner or larer, 2s experience di 
uers times declareth. And this procureth proteRion from 
God, thoughmalice bee nothing diminiſhed in them, And 
this may occahon them now and then to doe vs a good tune 
in a fir, as the Egyptians did ro the Iſraelites; or before they 
are ware, as Haman did to Aordecai, though they beareno 
good affetion to ys, 


Verf. 8. Better is 4 little with righteonſneſſe, then great re» 
wennes without equitie, | 


Etter,more comfortable and" profitable x a Hittle, ſmall 
ſubſtance or maintenance with righteonſneſſe, when the 
man himſelfe is iuft and godly, and his poſſeſhons are well 
gotten and vſed, chew great rewennes,cithera large tocke,and 
ſtore of money,or any kind of riches,or lands, or penſions, or 
commings in, whatſoener, W;thowt equity, which are vniuftly 
come by,vnrighteouſly kept,or ynlawfully ſpent. 


Verſ, 9. The heart of a man purpoſeth his way : but the Lord 
direfteth his ſteps, pope x 


MY devices, intents, and reſolutions are in the minds 
ofmen : but the Lord drrefteth his ſteps, his providence 
cuuſeth their determinations either to proceed and take effect, 
(when they intend ro doe that which he hath decreed to haue 
done) orelſe to be ſtayed and hindred, when they purpoſeto 
themſclues thoſe things which hee hath nor appointed, And 
becauſe the whole courſe of mansaRions is reſembled tos 
_— thereforedoth callall his particular proceedings ther- 
in,his ſteps, | 
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Verſe,10.1 A ſage ſentence ſbouldbein the lips of the King : 
bit month ſhould not t1 asſgreſſe in iudgement. 


Sage ſentence] The word fignifieth a diuination, being 
AG very often in thecuill part for the prediQiions of 
the Soothſayers and Aﬀtrologers, and ſo is forbiddenin the 
Law, Deur.18.10, And ſometimes in good part, as Iſai. 3.2. 
The Lord will take from lernſalemthe ſirong man, and the max 
of warre,the Indge and the Prophet,the Dmineror pradent man 

who by obſeruation of cauſes can foreſce whateffeRts arelike 
to follow)andthe aged, And in Micah,3,6.chere is athreatning 
that night and darkneſfſe ( meaning Gods iudgements ypon 
their minds, or bogdies,or both) ſhall keepe them.from viſion 
and diuination, And ſo heete it is preſcrided as tho Kings du- 
tic, and commended as: his vertue, ang-not reproued as his 
fault. And hereby is intimated, char a wiſe equall manner of 
procceding in all cauſes ſhon/d be-in the lips of the King in the 
words and ſayings of che Ruler, and ſoucraigne Goucrnovs, 
and of the ſubordinate Magiltrates vnder him; who are depu- 
ted to lupply his place for hime his mouth ſhowld not tranſgreſſe 
jn mdgemreut: neither he nor they ought ro paſle or awardany 
vault ſentence,or otherwiſe ytter vorighteous ſpeeches, bue 
deale yprightly towards euery- man in cuery matter, 


Verſ.zr. The weight and bellence of | indgement are of the 
Lord: all the weights of the bag ate his workgs |; + 11 lit 


He weig ht and ballance of indgement ] Tuft, even, and e- 
qnall meaſureg,andall vprighr and faithfull dealingin.&- 
very relpect,are of the Lord, commanded and appointed by 


him,accordingas it is ſaid in the Law, Thou ſaalt hagte «right Deut,25,45.46, 


and in] Weight ;4 prrfelt and 4 init meaſure ſhalt thowhaye, 
that thy daies may hee lengthened in. the land which the Lord 
thy Ged gineth thee. For all that dot ED are. ab. 
tights) the greatand 
the {mall,and of the middle fize of the bagge, which.men.vie 
£34 yy 3 | to - 
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to put into the bag for the better and ſafer keeping of t 
[af bi; worke] hiSordinance, found out'and inventedby his 
ſpecial! prouidence antdiretivy, md warranted byhis word, 
for the bencfic of humane ſociety, and preſeruation of equiti 
111 the crafficke of one meti with another, Heetein is 4 ſetrer 
admonition contained by conſequence, that no man peruert 
them to fraud and deceit, becauſe that man is nor onely there. 
by damnified, but Gods owne ordinance is thereby viola. 
ted, 


Verſ.12. It is an abomination for Kings to commit wicked. 
wefſe : for the throne i; eſtabliſhed by inFTice, 


T is an abomination : An horrible and loathſome thing, 

wherewith the Lord is highly diſpleaſed, for Kings, for 
great and mighty men, and Magiltrates of cuery degree, 
commit wickeaneſſe, to walke in impious, yncleane, and vi 
righteous waics : for the throne, their honour, and ſatety, and 
good eſtate euery way, i eftabl ſhed by inftice, made firme, 
and continued the longer, by their fairhfull and vpright beha- 
uiour towards God and their people. The former clauſe de- 
chring what a grieuous crime it is for men in high place tobe 
finfull and cuill, is confirmedin the latter, by a reaſon from 
the contrary cffeRs, the ſafety and Rability of their eſtates 
who duly miniſter iuſtice,and vprightly exerciſe yertue, inti- 
wating conſequently that iniquitie and finne will yndermine 
and ruinatethe power and dignity of the greateſt, 


Verlſ. 12. Righteous lips ave the delight of Kings : and the 
King lowerh hims that ſpeakerk right ehivee, 


He larrer clauſe ſhewerh what is the ſenſe of the former, 

that when itis ſaid, Righreows lips ave the delight of king?, 

is meanr, tharKings and great perſonages will affeRt ſuch as 
ſpenke with truth, wiſedome and fai - This often 
commeth to paſſe, but oftener faileth, more mightie men fs 
wouring flatrerers and Sycophancs, then ſuch as are vpright 
in 
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in their ſpeeches. And yetisthereno vatruthin the ſentence, 
hecaule the purpole thereof js to ſhew what is done by ſome, 
and ovght to be done by all. It is therefore giuenas a 46 
to Princes and ſuperiours,to make much of themthar ſpeake 
plainely with indgementand diſcretion : and an encQuiage- 
mencto ſubie&s andiofcriours,to vic their lips ſo, with expe- 
ation of fauour thereby, if not from mighty men in the 
earth, yet from the Almighty God in heaven, 


Verſ. 14. T he wrath of « King is ar meſſengers of death : but 


awiſc man will pacifie it, 


T- wrath of a King | His indignation, iuftly and-vpon dye 
cauſe kindled againkt his ſeruants or ſubicAs,' i 4s meſſen- 
ger: of death] doth portend and threaten ſome great puniſh- 
ment, if not preſent death,tothe parties with whom hee is of- 
fended,if they fall into his hands :{ but a wiſe men will pacific 
it|he will endeauour cither by his owne meanes, fit opportu- 
nity being taken ; or by mediation of others, who ſhalbe ber» 
terregarded,to afſwage his anger. 


Verſ. 15. Inthe light of the Kings conntenance is life ; and: 
hu fanour is as aclond of the latter raine, 


Tr meaning of this ſentence js, that where the King and 
great perſonages doaffet,and make manifett their loue, 
there is ioy, and credit, and proteQon, andpreferment, and 
|| ſuch proſperity as man may bee a meancs of: for ſo much- 
the word [life] doth import : and the ſameis amplified by the 
twolimilicudes of lightſome and comfortable ſun ſhine,and: 
of frui:full and cateble ſhowers ; eſpecially. thote which 
they calledthe latter raine, wherby the ground was reficſhed 


| afterthe drgughe | and the corne wasripened before the har- 


ue}, Andyer are nor all promiſcuouſly, without differcnce,, 
info happie an eſtate when ſuperiqurs doe ſet by rhem,y nlefle 
the Lord.doe alſo grace them: for mans friencthip ca0-vever 
do good ynto Gods encmies,as may appeaze by the —— 
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2.King.7.5. 
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of Noeg,and of the noble man,ypon whom the King of Is. 
el leaned ; and ofthe Prieſts of 'Baal, whom Jezabel maintai. 
ned; andof the falſe Prophets, whom Abab reſpeRed, | 


Verſ. 16. How much better 15 it toget wiſedome then gold! 
and to get underſtanding ts more to be defired then ſilner, 


HP? much better | It is ſo farre better to ſeeke and finde 
heauenly wiſedome,and the knowledge of God rather 
then gold, yea ecuen that which is fine andpretious, (as the 
word importeth) and filuer, as that the ods and differenceis 
inexplicable; the greatnefle of it cannor bee vrrered ; the one 
being of an heauenly nature, and the grace-of Gods ſpirit; the 
other being earthly, and digged out of the ground: throne 
being durable, and euerlaſting ; and the other momentany 
and ofno continuance : the one being peculiar andproperto 
good men ; and the other common to all, and communicated 
ro the worſt ſort: the one being a pledge and teſtimonie of 
Gods loue, and the other mingled many times with his itt 
dignation:the one ſtanding to a man, and comforting him at 
death, and in all diſtreſſes ; and the other failing him at his 
greateſt need,and leauing him helpleſſe in the nuddctt of his 


miſery, 


Verſe 17. Thepath of the righteoms is to decline from enill: 
and be keepeth his ſoule that keepeth his way. 


— path of therighteons] The wonted and moſt conſtant 
conuerſation of all good men, that which they moſt de- 
fire and endeauour, [ 5s to decline from ewill] ro abſtaine from 
fin and iniquitie,and all that may allure thereunto : and cone 
trariwiſe to performe,as farre as in them lieth,cucry Chriſtian 
durie that is required at their hands :| and be keepeth his ſoule] 
he p ſcrueth himſelfe both ſoule and body from deſtruction, 
and all kind of plagues, [that heepeth his way] which ordereth 
his life aright, and walketh vprightly in obedience to Gods 
holy Commandements, c 
Ver 
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Verſe 18. Pride goeth before deftruttion, and an high minds 
before the fal. 


Ride goeth before deftruftion, 8c.) That commonly.coms 

meth to paſſe, that before any great plague befall the wic- 
ked, they grow inſolent and pretumptuous, ſetting foorth 
themſelues ambiciouſly, and ſecking vaine-glorie, in words 
and deeds, in geſtures or countenance: or at leaft their hearts 
arelifted vp,as itis teftified in the latter clauſe, And where ei- 
ther ſtately or ſtubborne behauiour,or an hautie minde do go 
before, there ſome notable iudgement of God will certainly 
follow after, vnlefſe humiliation and repentance come bee 


tweenec, 


PrROvaeR»s 


Verſ.19, Better it is to be of an humble minds with the affii« 
Bedthen to divide the ſboyles with the proud, 


Etter it is | It is more comfortable, more honourable, 

nore profitable, more ſafe and cafie, ro bee of an humble 
minde, or as the Hebrew word is, of an humble fpirit,not arti- 
ficially inpride orpolicie to make ſemblance ot humilirie, or 
onely by naturall diſpoſition to be lefſe ambitious then many 
others ; but ro haue the true habit of humilicie, being beauti= 
hed and ſanQtified with the grace thereof, with the affiitted, 
albeit wee ſhould bepoore, or oppreſſed; or paſſe vnder any 
other crofſes,as many, and the moſt, and welneere all doe, or 
have done, that are heartily humbled, then to dixide the ſpoyles 
with the proude, then to preuaile in our attempts, and get vi- 
Qories tor glorie,and righes for Rate, with the proxde, in that 
manner,and with that minde, as violent and arrogant oppreſ- 
fors yſe to doe, . 

He alludethto the winning and ſacking of Cities, and pre- 
ferrcchthe condition of the people ſubdued, and ſpoyled of 
their ſubliance,if they bee lowly, before the ſtare of the war- 
riers conquering, and carrying away the wealth, if they bee 
puffed vp with pride, | 

| Verſ.20, 
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Verſe 20, Hee that hearkeneth to the word, ſpall finde gud: 
and bleſſed tr he that truſieth in the Lord, 


E that hearkeneth to the ord, ) Whichapplicth his rare, 

and minde, and heartto the-lacreiiword and doQtine of 
God, both writtcn and preached, ſpall frnde good, ſhall obraine 
all ſuch graces for his ſoule, and bleſſings for his body, as may 
teſtific Gods fauour towards him : And bleſſed is he that tra» 
feth in the Lord. This latter clauſc is an explication ofthefor- 
mtr,ſhewing the good that ispromiſcd, tv be bleſſedneſle it 
ſelfe :a ſufficiencie of comfort and proſperitie inthis life, and 
afullperſeion of gloricand felicitic in the life to come :and 
the attention required to bee ſuch as is accompanied with 
faith,that the word bee not onely marked, bur alſo belceued; 
and God when he ſpeaketh, havenot only hecd giucnto bim, 
but confidence likewiſe repoſed in him. | 


Verſe 21. The wiſe in heart ſhall be called prudent : aud the 
ſweetnes of the lips ſhallincreaſe Doltrme. 


þ fon wiſe in heart] He whichis godly wiſe,and wiſe tofal 
uation, who hath knowledge and finceritic mixed toge- 
ther in his ſoule, ſhall be called prudent, ſhall ſhew himſelfe,be 
knowne,andiuſtly commended,to bea indicious and diſcreet 
perſon,both in the mouthes of godly men, and in the conſci- 
ences of wicked men,and by goodeffe ts arlzſt inthe fight of 
all men : aud the ſweetres of the lips ſhall increaſe knowledge. 
The former part of the ſentence declarerh what good the 
wiſe doe get by wiſedome ; that they attaine tothe vertuea 

praiſe of prudence : and in this latter, what good they doeby 
the ſame to others, which is ſpecrfiedonelyin their words, in 
their weli-leaſoned aud comfortable ſpeeches , called the 
ſwecrnes of the tppes, that thereby groweth creaſe xi de- 
Grine,coeweryatcntiue and diligent hearer, both for acmo- 


nition,infli uction,coulolation;and cucryother vic, as cppor” 
portunitie ſeructh,. ; 
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Ver(.22. Ynderitanding is a wel-ſpring of life to thexs that 
Me eo edtenthes of foutee? fol = 


Nderflendizg] The true knowledge of Gods hole will 
V: a wel-fpring of life, a precious poſſeſſion, as fountaines 
were in thoſe countries; and acomfortable,conflant,neceſſa- 
rie, and effeQuall meanes of ſaluation, #0 1hems that hawe it, 
whoſe mindes are ſoundly illuminated, and their hearts graci= 
ouſly ſcaſoned therewith : but the initruttion of fooles, thoſe 
perſwaſions which finful men vſe,and that aduice which they 
givein ſtead of inftruftions, #s follie, corrupt and wicked for 
matter, and perniggpus and hurrfull for effect. 

Thus ſtandeth the oppoſition : Vnderitandiog is a wel- 
ring of life ro thoſe char poſſefie it,and thereforethe coun- 
ſell of wiſe men is wiſedome : and ignorance is the fountaine 
ofdeath rothem that are poſſeſſed of it, and therefore the in- 
ſtrution of fooles is follie, | 


Verſe 23. The beart of the wiſe guideth his month aright,and 
adeth deftrine to bis bps, 


——_— heart of the wiſe] His knowledge and iudgement, bis 
prudence and difcretion, deth gwide his month aright, di- 
rethim when ro ſpeake, and when to hold his peace, & what 
to ſay,and what to conceale. His loue to goodnefleinducerh 
himto declare that whichis good; and his hatred of naughci- 
nes doth cauſe him to refraine from all words that are naught: 
andaddeth deftrine re his lips,miniftrerh marter of wholeſome 
leſſons for them to deliuer, It getteth knowledge,and keeperh 
t,and they being ftorcd therewith, doe ytrer S ſame for the 
inftrution of ak 

Verſe 24, Faire words are 45 an hony combe : ſweetnoſſe to 
the ſonle,and beralth tothe bones, 7Y 


Odly and comfortable fayings rightly grounded on-the 
ly Scriptures, and on ho Ne wie of vous 
par 


pared hearrs, whether publikely or privately, are ar an boy. 
combe, ſweetnes to the ſoule, they bring great ioy and gladnes 
to an vpright heart, as _ or other {weete things doe much 
delight the taſte, and bealth to the boner, are meanes of yood 
tothe whole bodie, for conſervation of health, orreftttution 
to it,by the cheerefulnes of the mind,and the fauour andble(. 
ſing of God, 


Verſ.25. There is away that ſcemeth right to a man : but the 


iſe thereof are the wares of death, 


I is 4 way] An vngodly, but a congmon courſe of life, 
which all vnregenerate perſons doe take, that ſeemeth 
right toaman," wherein hee pleaſcth himſelfe ; and being 
ther blindfolded by luſt, or mifled by carnall reafon,cuftome, 
or companie,thinkerhit not to bce very diſpleaſing to God,or 
dangerous to himſclfe : but the iſſue thereof are the waits of 
death, in the end it will bring them to deſtruction, toward 
which they. haue been trauelling alltheir life time before,'See 
chapter 12,vcrle 15. and chapter 14.yerſe 12, where the ſelfe 
ſame words haue beenexpounded, 


Verſe 26. The troutleſome perſon bringeth trouble to bim- 
ſelfe for bis month doth recoile pen himſelfe, 


þ ow troubleſome perſon] Which takerh a delight, and ſe- 
keth occaſions tomoleſt others which have done him 10 
hurr, bringeth trouble to himſe/fe, procureth his owne hurt or 
vexation of minde: for his month recoileth vpon himſelfe, his 
falſe or malicious ſpeeches, whereby hee diffameth his neigh- 
 bours, or otherwiſe ſecketh to work their ſorrow, turne to his 
owne ſhame and diſcredit,if not loſſe,or further puniſhment. 

Verſe 27. A wicked perſon diggeth up enill, and in his lips 


4s it were burning fire, 


5 Wes perſon) A nanghtie, leaud, and wicked man,uh 
geth vp exill, lecretly ynder hand Jayerh Ree 
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ſbuerſion of his neighbours tate, whom hee maligneth, as 
pioners vnderminethe foundations of cities or houſes :| and 
in his Hips is as it were burning fire] he breatheth our pernitious 
and evill words, tending as much to the ruine and deftruQion 
ofthe parties againſt whom they are ſpoken, asfire kindling 

on an houſe dothto the conſumption both ofthe buildjpg, 
and Ruffe char is in it, 


Verſ.28, Afrowvardperſon ſoweth ſtrife ; anda tale-teller ſe= 
parateth chiefe friends. 


Froward perſon| A man of frowardnes (faith the original 
Au, he that is giuen to vnquietneſle, and ro bee abuſe 
body, peruerting other mens words and waies, and nouriſh- 
ing peeuiſhnefſe and finfulnes in himſclfe, [ ſoweth frife | rai- 
wh contentions,and cauſerh debate betweene man and man, 
which agreed wel cogether before: [and a tale-bearer|a pick- 
thanke, which vnder colour and pretence of love doth ſecret- 
ly whiſper in mens cares, and malicioufly informe them as 
gainſt their innocent and faithfull wel-willers, [ ſeparateth' 
obiefe friends | che word that often fignifieth a Prince, a guide, 
or captaine, is ſometimes taken alſo for aprincipall friend, or, . 
as we ſay,a Prince of friends, as heere and in thenext chapter 
following,verſ.9. andPfalm. 5 5, verſ.r3.; /twas thow, O man, . 
even my companion, my eſpeciall friend, and my familiar.” And 
Micah 7. verſ, 5.T1 rofl yeenot a friend, ec, The meaning 
thenis,that he ſetreth variance betweene thoſe that were in-- 
ward together;and ſingularly affeQed one rowards another. 


Verſ. 29. Awiched man deceineth bis neighbour and leadeth 
him ;nto a way that ts not good, 


© Avenrs man} He that is head-ftrong, and wilfully given 
tO tranſgreſſe the lawes of God, in regard whereof the 
original! rext callech him, 4 man of vialence, | deceineth his 
wigbbour|infeRech the mindsof choſe with whomhee cone» 
verſeth,his ercours, perſwading them of the valance es 


that is cuill whichis ova and laudable, and ſometimes ne. 
cellary : [ and leadeth him into away that gs not 00d | corrup. 
teth his converſation with vices, and draweth es; 
courſes as are both finfull and hurcfull, . 


Verſ. 30. He ſhutreth his eyes to deniſe wickedneſſe : bee ms- 
xeth bis lips,and bringeth enillto paſſe, 


Hz The wicked man formerly ſpoken of, | antteth by 
eyes to demiſe ickedneſſe] ſeriouſly ſerteth his mind ypon 
miſchicfe, and would not hauc his thoughts diſtracted and 
drawneaway from it, by looking heere and there vponany 
obiecs; mcaning that hee is very intentiue ro inuentthat 
which may doe hurt :| be moweth his lips] hee ſpeaketh ſoftly, 
and whiſpereth; he dealeth cloſely,8& would not bee knowne 
in his praQiſes, leſt he ſhould be prevented, | aud bringeth ed 
to or by bis induſtric and ſecrecie doth many ſhrewd turns, 
and worketh muchvillanie, 


Verſ.31. Thegray headis a crowne of glory when it is found 
in the way of righteouſneſſe, 


£ Tow £ray bead] Old age, whereof gray haires and a hoare 
headis afigne,/is 4crowne of glory]yceldeth commcenda- 
tionto the aged perſon, and maketh himreverent, | whey it « 
found inthe way of 6's. oe theold man doth ſhew 
himſelf to be religious and righteous, whether hee hath led 
his lifeinthat manner from his youth, or whether he hath bin 
conuerted toit now in his latter time, 


Verſ. 32. Hethat is ſlow to wrath,is better then the mighty 


mas : and be that raleth bis owne mind, is better then he that 
wirneth a City. 


LT E 1hat 5s flow to wrath) Which will not bee prouokedto 
anger Without due cauſe, nr x hauing due cauſe # 


that which is valawfull,and of ſafety whereis peril; andtha 
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bee angry, will paſſe the bounds of moderation and meaſure, 
«better then the mighty man]is more to bee commended for 
4 frength and forritude,thenhe that is boiſterous, & firong © 
of body : [and he that ruleth bir. mind | which repreſſeth and 
keepeth vnder his intemperate paſſions and violent affeions 
of euery lort,[i* "etter then he that*winneth a City] hath grea- 
terpower,and doth amore worthie exploit,then he which by 
force of armes doth ouercome and conquer whole Cities, 
Caftles,and Countries, 


Verl.33. The lot is caft imtothe lap : but the whole diſpoſe 
tion thereof is of the Lord, 


He lot | Which was much in vſe among the people of 
T Goabow for diuifion of lands,as Numb. 26. 5x. and for 
other cauſes,as appeareth in many places of the Scriprures | is 
cait into the lap}into ſome ſecret or cloſeplace; &rhat which 
wasmoli ordinarie with them, is put for many other, ashars, 
filtspors, boxes,or whaefocuer ele : [bw rhe whole diſpoſition 
thereof ]the particular ordering, guidifig, and gouernment of 
ofit, [is of the Lord] by his immediate prouidence, withour 
either chance,art,or labour, And vnder lothe comprehendech 
all other accidents which are thought xo bee meerely cafuall, 
and wholly ſubie&bro/fortune. 
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Verſ.1, Better is a morſell of drie bread, and peace there« 
with,then a houſe full of ſacrifices wit h ftrife, 


LEN BE wr} Morecomfortable, ſafe, and wholeſome, 
4 DL - Hof arie bread}a cruft (as wee vie to 
Fox fay withotit'any other cates or diſhes, ſlender 

Y fare, a final! pittance, and that alſo courſe and 
RES homely, [ardpeare therewith if there be Chri- 
ftian loue,quietnefſe,and good agreement, | then an houſe full 
6:223Y | P 
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of ſacrifices great abundance of daihry cheere, astheyvſed, 
haue when they offered peace offerings, as may appearechay, 
7.verl.14- And to that cuſtom? S, lemes ſeemerh toallude, 
when h-: faith, To haze nouriſhed zonur hearts as in a day of ſa. 
crifice or ſlamghter, | 


Verſ.2. A diſcreet ſeruant ſhall haye rule oner a leaud ſon, 


ard be jball dinide the tnheritance among the brethren, 


D:(creet ſernant] A Faithfull, paineſull,and wiſe ſervant, 
Alcgook a bondman, | ſhai hane rule one” & leand ſonne] 
ſhall be preterred before a rude and diflolute child, and ſome. 
time3 be {et oner him as a gouernour :| and he ſhall dinide the 
inheritance among the brethren) ſhall bee as one of them, and 
haue a portion among them, and bee as it were in the roome 
ofthe eldeſt brother, hauing the chiete hand in making diuifi. 
on of the 'goods and lands betweene the other ſonnes and 
daughters, | 
This indeed is ſometimes verified according to the letter 
and words of the ſentence, that ſeruants be made Exccutorsto 
their maſters,and guardians to their maſters children: butthe 
drift hereof is to ſhew,that they which are low may beexalted 
by vertue,& they whichare high, may be brought downeby 
vice : that wiſdome preferreth diuers abouc them that might 
haue beentheir berters, and follie depriucth many of thoſe 
prerogatiues which otherwiſe they ſhould haue cnioyed, 


Verſ.3: The fining pot is for filuer and the furwace for gold: 
but the Lord trieth the hearts. 


6 Hh fining pot for ſilner | Gold-ſmichs haue their veſſels, 
4 wherein they proue and tric the, gold and filuer from 
drofſe and corruption:|but the Lorderieth the hearts he alone 
ſearcheth them, and knoweth them; and none but hteby 


grace can purific them,though man by art can refine metals, 
and make chem more pretious, | 


Var 


Ee as Ay A 
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Verſe 4. The wicked man gineth heed tofalſe lips : and a yer 
hearkeneth to the naughty tongue, 


He wicked man)He that is giuen to worke miſchiefe,[ g;- 
or heed to falſe lips} willingly lifteneth to the ſhrewd 
words that men that abuſe their lips to falſhood, doe ſpeake : 
[and a liar lifteneth to the naughty tongue Jheethatis wont to 
tell lies,and other yngratious tales,is glad to heare lies,and 0- 
ther ſpeeches that are malicious and hurrfull, 


Verſ.g, He that mocketh the poore,reprocheth him that made 
him:and he that reiezceth at his aduerftie ſhall not be innocent, 


HE that mocketh] Which offcreth deſpite to, and vilifieth 
by word,deed,or geſture, whether in the way of ieft, of 
bitter diſdaine, [ the poore ] nor onely themthat want wealth, 
buc which are in any affliction, either externally, or intheir 
ſoules,' reprocherh him that made him dorhafier a fort feorne 
and (coffe at God, who created the man,andallotred him har 
eſfate; as he rhar laugheth ar: the 'worke,' doth conſequently! 
deride the artificer, | and be that reiogcerh at his aduer fry ſhall 
wot be innocent not onely he that ſhewerh —_— contempe 
of the man affl;Qed, but which is glad in his heart for his miſc- 
ry and afflition,ſhall ſeuerely be puniſhed. 


Verſ.6, Childrens children  rotbe frawne of the elders, and 
the glory of the children are their fathers. 


nn childres} A longrace,many nephewes, ſuch as 
we call grand-children,and thoſe of many deſcents, [are 
the crowne of th elders} a'comfon and credittotheiepatents, 
grandfathers, great-grandfarhers; &c.:{andithe glory of the 
children are their fathers} is an honour for the youngar ſort 
to have deſcended from worthy progenitors; provided yet in 
boththeſe caſes, that as welt the anceſtors as the polfgngera 
rextuous, & well adorned yyjth gracesof thei owne, Ma. 4 
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fooliſh virions children can nothing credit their wiſe 
progeitors, as Kehoboam and his ſon added pothingtothe 
glory 0! Dauid and Salowon ; neither can fintull anceitors ejs 
ther yee!d honourto, orreceive honour from ther ſeedthat 
is holy and religious. - That bleſſed Hezekzeb was inno tort 
dignified by his wicked father Ahaz : nor was that wicked 
Abaz any whit graced by his blefied ſon Hezekiah, Andin 
caſe that both the. clders and youngers, the tathersand chil- 
dren be all naught,as was curſed Cham and his ſecd, and crus 
el Cain and his,no multitude,nor might,nor meancs, of what 
ſort ſocucr,can make cither part honourable, 


Verſ. 7. Excellent ſpeech becommethnot 4 foole; muchleſt 
lying talke an ingennous perſon, 


y—_— ſpeech Prayer,thankſgining,diſcourſe of God, of 
the Scriptures, of religion, of anyholy "uy ; the com» 
mendation of that which is: goed, the reprogfe and diſprai- 
ſing of that which is cuill,[becommeth not a fools | is not leem« 
ly 1n the mouth of a finfull ſor, which neither practiſeth, nor 
loueth, nor vnderftanderhthe points whereof hee ſpeaketh: 
[much leſſe lying talke | any. manner of corrupt communicati- 
on,wherther "4 falſe or filehy, worldly or bitter, orſcoffing, 
oridle ; for one kindis put here for all the reſt: [ beſcemerb av 
17 genuons perſon| is comely = a god} ,wiſe, and honeſt man, 
ſuch a one as is contrary to the foole formerly mentioned, in 
proſcthon;heart,and behaviour, to viter. HT / 


Verſ.8. Areward is as « precious ftone;pleaſant in the eyes of 
him that bathut : ut proſpereth whitberſoemer it twrwueth. 


| Reward)Agiſborpreſens beſtowed vp6 2 Magiſtrate, or 
vofficer,or anyehac may help or binder a maniin his cauſe, 
[*« 45 4 prectors flone, pleaſant in the exe: of hins that hath 


much regaided of bim-on whom it is beſtowed : {6 proſperet#: 


whither (vener it ieracth | it taker. effe, and bringerh good 


o 


ſuccefle,co what cad foeucrigys applicd;an eſcape punidbmer, 
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to pacifie wrath , to obtaine promotion, to get fauour in 


courts, to croflle ones aduerſarie, or to bring to paſſe any pur- 


poſe. 


Verſe 9. He that conereth 4 fautt,-ſeekerh lone : but hee that 
repeateth a matter ſeparateth a chiefe friend. | 


E that conereth a fanlt]That paſſeth by an infirmirie,that 
Hui an offence, as much as may be, in filence, ſeeteth 
lone, by ſhewing loue ro thepartie,preſerueth concord where 
kindnefſe was before, and raketh the way to make him his 
fricnd, who was before bur a firanger to him :#mr he that re- 
peateth, which lookerh too narrowly into euery flippe, and is 
raking into mens frailties, eſpecially ſo as to blaze chem a- 
broad to others, ſeparatzth 4 chiefe friend, doth alienate the 
mindes of thoſe that bee deareſt vnrohim, and makerh-them 
hisenemies, Yerit is not againſtthe rule of loue 'torcl men 
leuingly of heir faults; for that helpeth chem co repentance 
andretormation, and cureth rhejrcredirs;the blemiſh there- 
of being wiped away both from the eyes of God and men,as 


Saint James faith: If any of you bane erred from the truth, and Tam, s.19.20, 


ſome man hath connerted him, let himknow, that beethat þath 
connerted the ſinner from going aſtray out of his way, ſhall axe 
aſoule from death, and ſhall hide a maltitude of finnes, Newer 
isir vofit, bur needfull ſometimes to acquaint others withthe 
tranſprefſions of our neighbours, if ir belong vato vs to bee 
their Phyſicians; as 7oſeph did /xcob with the infamic his bre- 
thren ranne inco : and they of the houſe of Cloe did che Apo- 
file withthe contentions of the Corinthians, Andinſomeca- 
ſes ſome mens finnes muſt needes be diſcouered, for the ſafe- 
tic of the whole ſtate, both of Prince and people, of Church 
iP ar nearer = it is a ſurerule, chat 'ino _ faults 
arethencs be concealed when any manimayrake hurt rhere- 
by. Sce Chap.z0.verſcn3. 14. - EOCCHLISEF(025 DEEP , 2920 
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+ A Newil _ Hethatis deſtinite of Gods holy ſpirit, and 


Choy 


Verſe 10, ef reproefe cnriced more into him that hab 
deritanding,then an hundred ſtripes into afoole, 


A* oofe] A rebuke and admonition onely,thouph ſhort 
alſo,one word as it were. entreth more into him that hath 
wnderitanding, worketh more vpon his heart, and taketh bet. 
ter cffe& for reformation of his faults, then an hundred ftriges 
Sno 4 foole, then many grieuous puniſhments inflicted vpon a 
wicked perſon, which wanteth the ſound and ſauing knoy- 
ledge of God. 

The oppoſition is _ betweene deſperate finners, gj- 
ven ouer vnto a reprobate ſenſe, and a godly man ; notwith- 
Randing that Gods owne eleR may alſo beepoſicſled with 
ſuch obſtinacie,cil the time of their conuerfion : and thentheir 


miſerics, with the worke of Gods holy ſpirit, will helpe them 
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ro humiliation and repentance, : 


Verl. 11, Fs evill man ſeeketh onely rebellion; anda creel 
meſſenger ſhallbe ſent againit him. | 


"I walketh after the fleſh, ſeeketh onely rebelton, ſerceth 
himſelfe whollie to tranſgrefſe the commandements of God, 
and delightethin nothing. ſo much as inthat which is con- 
traric to his will : aud. a crmell meſſenger ſpall be ſent againi 
bim,eucn as Kings andotber\Nrivees fend our ſome forces (f 
ncede fo requirey co-kupprede rebellions ,-and to apprehend 
and ſeuerely puniſh the Rebels :fo the Lord armeth ſome- 
times men with wrath and power againſt his enemies, and 
ſometimes the Angels, and ſometimes the vnrcaſonable crea- 
tures; ard ſometimes the: inſenhble creatures, to: bee as it 


-wore hisoffiears;cappoinged <0. plagiie them withour met- 


cic, and ſometimes his owne hand imwmediasly- doth defiroy 


them, 


Verl.12. 


x 
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Verſe 12. Let 4 Beare robbed of her whelpes meete a may, 
and not 4 foole in bis folly, 


He ſhe Beare, whoſe young ones haue been lately taken 
from her,exceedeth all other beaſts in rage & fiercenes, 
From thence doth Hwſhas take his fimilitude concerning Da- 
nid: Thos knoweſt(ſaith he to Abſalom )chy father and his men, , Sm, 
that they be /trong men,and are chafed in minde,as a Beare rob- 
bed of her whelps in the field. And from thence doth the Lord 
draw a compariſon to exprefle the grieuouſnes of the plagues 
wherewith he purpoled to puniſhthe finfull Iſraclites: / will go, s, 
meete them as 4 Beare that is robbed of her whelps, and will 
breake the kall of their hearts. And the immanitie of this beaſt 
may bee diſcerned by that which befell the wretched _ 
which ſcoffted at Eli/ha,and were curſed by him. Ic is ſaid, that 
two Beares came out of the forreſt, and tare in pieces two & for- 1 King 2.24, 
tieefthem, And yertit isnot ſo dangerous tomeete with ſuch 
aBearc, as with a foole in his folly, as to fall into the hands of 
a wicked man inthe extremitic of his wickednes and furie, 


Verſ.13, He that rewardeth exill for good,euill ſtall not de= 
part from bis houſe, 


* þ that rewardeth enillfor good | That dealcth iniuriouſly 
and ynukindly with him that hath declared his loue in 


outward curtclies any way for his benefit and profit, whether 
by word or deede; or hath ſought the ſaluation of his ſoule, 
by helping him againfthis finnes, [ex-{]plagues and puniſh- 
ments from God, and many times diſpleaſure from men alſo, 
[/hall not depart from his howſe] from Finaſclſe eſpecially, and 
from his wicked poſteritie, 


Verſ.14. The beginning of ftrife is as be that openeth the wa- 
ters: wherefore before the contention be medled with,leauc off. 


He beginning of ſtrife] The perſon which is the beginner 
of ſtrife, he that giueth the onſet thereunto,is 4s he that 
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openeth the waters, that diggeth downethe heads of ponds, or 


bankes of riuers, whereby the waters are beldin; whichbe. 
ing by this meaneslet looſe, can neither be broughtin againe, 
norreltrained from doing of hurt ; but the breach increaſeth, 
and cannot eaſily bee topped ; and the ſtreame isviolent, and 
cannot ealily bee Raied : Wherefore, before the contention be 
medledwith,leave off.) If it be pothible, let there be no begin= 
ning of rife; but if there be, withſtand the proceeding, and 
give yp before the matter grow to heat, & the ſuit to charges, 


Verſ, 15. He that intifieth the wicked, and he that condem- 
neth the iuſt,cuen they both are abomination to the Lord, 


H E that initifieth the wicked] Which either publikely or 
priuately doth either warrant the vnlawfull aQions of 
finfull men, or cleereth them of the praRiiſe of that whereof 
they are guiltie, or freeth them from the puniſhments which 
their faulcs doc iuftly require,and he that condemmneth the inſt, 
imputing thoſe things vnto them for faults, which indeed are 
vertues,ornot at all any offences, (as they did tothe Diſciples 
of Chriſt, for plucking, rubbing, and eating the eares of corne 
on the Sabbath day,which in = caſe might bee done with- 
out ſinne)or laying thoſe crimes to their Sr they 
are innocent and faultleſſe : they both are abomination to the 
Lord, the one as well as the other is loathed and diſliked of 


him, and neither of them ſhall eſcapethe iudgements which 
arctobe executed by him. 


Verſe 16. Wherefore is there 2 price in the hand of 4 fools to 
buy wiſedome, ſeeing he hath no heart ? 


VV Herefore is there a price in the hand of a foole|Whie 
therto ſeruerh it that a fooliſh wicked man hath 
wealth, time, and other meanes, to buy wiſedome, procure the 
knowledge of God, ſeeing he hath ns heart, when hee hath 
neither wit, nor will to vie them tothat holy end ? The mea» 
ning 1s, that a finfull man is nothing the better for WE 

C3%9, 
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ches,or whatſocuer elſe he pofſeſſerh, if heehaueno affeRion 
or defire to ſeeke and labour for ſound ynderſtanding, 


Verſ. 17. A friena loxeth at all times,and a brother is borne 


for aduer ſity. 


Friend] He that is true and truſtic, [ /oweth at all times is 

conſtantin good will, and ready alwaies to performe e- 
very dutic of kindnefle : [ ayd a brother] a naturall and deere 
friend, and not cuery naturall brother or kinſman, (forit is 
ſaid in the next chaprer, verſ. 24. that a friend i neerer then a 
brother : and in the 19. chapter, verſ, 7. Allthe brethren of the 
poore doe hate bims ) is borne for aduerſity | then beginnethto 
ſhew himſelfe as if hee were new borne, when a man beivg in 
zfflition hath moſt need of him, 


Verſ. 18. A man void of underſtanding clappeth the hand, 
raking vpon hins ſuretiſhip before his friend. 


7 Yeaer veid of underſtanding] An vndiſcreet and fooliſh 
perſon [clappeth the hand] giueth his word for another 
mans debr, and confirmeth the ſame by giuing his hand or 
writing,or other meanes, ſuch as whereby a promiſe is ratifi- 
&d:[taking vpon him ſuretiſhip before his friend] voluntarily, 
raſhly,and vnaduiſedly, being ready to offer himſelfero this 
burthen before he be Sette thereunto, 


Verſ. 19. He that loxeth ſtrife loneth trauſgreſſion : and he 
enlargeth his gate that ſeckgth a breach, 


1 bf that loneth ſtrife] Which is not ypon neceſſitic drawne 
into contentiong,nor through infirmitic ſometimes fal- 
leth thereinto, bur takerh delight in brawles and controuer- 
hes, [ loweth tranſgreſſions ]is ſurely a wicked man, and rakerh 
pleire in ſine, which is the cauſe of his vnquictnefle; and 
ikewiſe —— euils to enſue ypon debate and ya- 
riance,whichare As of his turbulent humour :[«ud be 

| 27h inlargeth 
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inlargeth 1; gate that ſeeke:h a breach] he that picketh quar. 
rels, and is defirous to fall out with men with whom before 


he w18 at agreement,ſettethopena widedooretoletin many 
Fw 19 
$113;Ci3}ICiCS, 


Verſe,20, Te that hath a froward heart, ſhall not find good; 
and he that is peruerſe in his tongue, ſhall fall into euill, 


F Ethit hath a fromard heart | Which is not onely miſled 
: { by ignorance,or ſubie&ro faults by frailty,or oucrtaken 
at ome times by paſſions, bur is giuen to bee wilull and ſtub. 
borne his foule is inthe power of frowardneſle :| hall not find 
£004 |(hal vbraine no fauour or blefling from God,but iudge- 
ments ad curſes rather, both for his cuerlaſting ſtate, andfor 
his preſent condition, howſoeuer hee may ſeemeto poſleſle 
many earthly commodities : | and he that # peruerſe in by 
tongre| whichabuſeth his tongue to menine, lying, flatte- 
ring,ratling, filthineſſe or any other leaud ſpeaking, | /haifall 
into enill | ſhall feele and find inthe end ſome hcauie ſtroke of 
GodtolJight ypon him, 


Verſ.21. He that begetteth a foole begetteth him to bis owne 
ſorrow : and the father of a foole ſhall bane no toy. 


E that begetteth a foole] The parents of thoſe children 

which are deſtitute of wiſdome and grace,[begerteth him 
to bis owve ſorrow | procure to themſelues matter of gricfe in 
the very generation of an vngratious ſeed: but feele the bit- 
ternefſe of ic when they find the frowardneſle and rebcllion, 
and (it may be) the miſery and evill end of ſuch fintull ſonnes: 
{and th: father of a foole ſhall hawe no ioz] His meaning 1s not, 
that they which haue wicked children are without all com- 
fort : for thenthe belt men,as Abrabam, Iſaac, [acob, Nanidz 
and other excellent-perſons, ſhould haue been altogether 
comfortleſle, having godleſſe ſons as well as godly : but they 
can haueno reioycing ip ſucha wicked progenic, ſo long 38 
they continue intheir impiety and follic,. | FAT 
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Verſ, 22. 4 ioxfullheart cauſeth good health ; but 4 ſorrow- 
fullmind drieth wp the bones, 


loyfu!! heart | Efpecially that which is refreſhed and 

made merric with godly ioy, | canſeth health ;is many 
times as goodas phyficke and wholeſome medicines for the 
reſtoring of healch ro weake bodies, -and keepeth the heal- 
thyin very good temper, by acertaine vitall yigor which it 
conueiethinto them : | bat a ſorrowfull mind| an heauie ſpirit, 
which is caſt downe withour iuſt cauſe, or beyond juſt mea- 
fure, [ drie:h vp the bones | cauſeth the body to bee out oftune, 
andgreatly diſeaſed, by conſuming the rad:call moiſture,and 
filleth the bones with aches, and waſteth rhe marrow thar is 
inthem. 


Verſ. 23. «A wicked man taketh a gift ont of the boſometo 
pernert the waies of initice, : 


oO »asn | Both the partic that hath the badcauſe, 
and (tandeth in it,and the vniuſt Judge, or other corrupt 
Officers, that will bee induced to doe, wrong, | tateth agrft | 
which the one hath prepared to giue, and the other knoweth 
tobe brought, [ o#t of the boſome | cloſely and priuily, that 0= 
thers difcerneit not | ropermert the waies of in/Iice | ro ouere 
throw the right, and top. the courſe of, Law, wherein (asin 
broadand high waies ) the Magiſtrate ſhould walke without 
all partialicy, 


Verſe 24. Wiſdome ts in the face of him that hath underſ{an- 
ding : but the eyes of a foole are in the ends of the earth. 


vW Iſcdome is in the face of bins that hath wnderftanding} 
The modeſt,lizhrſome;and amiable countenance of 
a diſcreet and vertuous perſon, and elpecially the Rayednefle 
of his eyes, declarcch-and publiſherb him to bee ike; [ but 
the 035 of « foole are inthe ends of the. earth | his lookes-and 
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countenance bewray and diſcouer the leaudnefle, follie,«nd 
ſortiſhneſle that is within him, and namely the inconſtancie 


or wandring of his eyes, rouing hither and thither, asif hee 
would looke from one fide of the land to the other, 


Verſe 25. eA fooliſh ſonne is a vexation to hs father, anda 
bitterneſſe to her that bare him, 


H: contemptuous and diſobedient behauiourto hispa. 
rents,and other leaud conditions,and (as it often falleth 
out) his vnhappie eſtate doth fill the hearts both of his father 
and mother withanger,and with great griefe and ſorrow, 


by 
Verſ.26. It is not good enen to condemne the righteons,nerts 
ftrike ingenuous men for equity, 


I: 75 not good] bur euill ann hurtfull [ 70 condemme the righte- 
ons } to ſpeake againſt, or paſſe ſentence ypon harmeleſle 
men with our lips; or ſo much as to cenſure them in our hart: 
[nor to ſmite ingenuous men]to puniſh well diſpoſed and faith- 
full perſons, whomthe Scripture, in regard of the free ſpirit 
that is in them, whereby they are preſerned from the power 
and bondage of finne,andin Ned the dignitic that grace 
hath aduanced them ynto,doth call by the name of free men 
and Princes,asthe word here yſcd doth fignifie, [ for equity] 
either for ſhunning that which is ynlawfull and naught, or 
doing that which is commendable and good. 


Verſ. 27. He that bath hnowledge, ſpareth bis words: and 4 
mean of underſtanding is of a coole ſpirit. 

28. Enen a foole, when he holdeth his peace,ss counted wiſe: 
and he that ſhutteth his lips prudent. 


H7 that hath krowledge)Which is endued with ſound wi 
dome, | ſpareth hirwords]holdeth in and keepetÞ backe 
ynneceſſarie and fruitlefſe ſpeeches : hee delighterh. not. 


ſpeaking much, but in ſpeaking well: [ aud 4 ma of onder- 
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ferding | being both iudicious and godly, | « of acoole ſpirit ] 
is moderate, and well ſtayed in his afteQtions : not eaſily bur- 
ſling forth into anger,bur diligently taking heed of the heate 
ofhis hart, and thereby is able tobridle his tongue from mul- 
plying of many and paſſionate words. | Exex a foole when he 
boldeth his peace,is connted wiſe | Soexcellent a thing itis to 
keepe filence in time and place, that euen a filly perſon and 
Idiot holding his tongue,is deemed wiſe, and taken for adif 
creet man, becauſe that by fooliſh babling hee bewraicth not 
his ignorance and follie, 


ne em 


CHAPTER, XVIII. 


Verſe 1. For his deſire a man will ſeeke, ſeparating himſelfe, 


anddeale in every matter, 


PS FJ Or his deſire a man will ſcete| Every man will 
"7 
C4 


' bf apply his minde-and endeauour to get that 
Yr F092 which he affeQeth, ſeparating bimſelfe, auoi- 

| ding all the lets and impediments which are 

like to crofle his defire, and will deale in enery 

watter, hee will attempt all ſuch courſes as may ſerue for the 


accompliſhment of his purpoſe, 
Verſe 2, A foole is not delig hted with knowledge, but in diſ 


covering bis owne beart, 


Foole) A wicked perſon deſtitute of grace and wiſdome, 

and yet highly conceited thereof, bath nodelight in vn- 
der//anding,is not defirous to be truly wiſe, and therefore re» 
gardeth as little the meanes whereby hee may atraineto wiſe» 
dome,bat in diſconering his owne heart, in Gros word 
and deed, that follic and naughtineſſe which proccederh out 
of his corrupt and wretched heart, nothing doth ſatisfic him, 
but that which is agrccable to his humours. _ 
erl, 


Pſal.16.3, 


Prou.12.26. 
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Verſ. 3. hen the wicked commeth, then commeth contenyt, 
#nd with the vile man,reproch, 


Hen the wicked commeth] When any man becom- 
V meth wicked,and waxerh finfull, chez commeth cox. 
tempt, diſhonour and infamic follow faſt after him, his credit 
is growing into a conſumption, how great and many meanes 
ſocuer he hath to vphold it : aud with the vile man reprech, hee 
that is vicious, and by ill doing deſerueth ſhame, ſhall beſure 
to bhaue ſhame & reproch of his companions : it men dare not 
ſpeake conremprtuouſly to him, yet they will talke contempti- 
bly of him,orthoughthey ſhould be afraid to cenſure himin 
their word+,yet they wil be bold to deſpiſe him intheir minds, 


Verſ. 4. The words of an excellent mans mouth, are as deepe 
waters the welſpring of wiſedome,ss as a flowing rier, 


He Words|The wholeſome and fruitful ſ»ceches;f anex- 

cellent mans month, waered by godly men, and ſuch as 
feare the Lord:for ro chem doth the holy Ghoſt vouchlafethe 
ticle of excellencic : as when Danid ſaith inthe Pſalmes, ch 
goodneſſe extendeth to the Samts that are in the earth, and to 
the excellent. And when Salomon ſaith in this book, The righ- 
Feous 1s more excellent then his neighbour, They are as deep wie 
ters,plentifull & copious, ſuch asfaile nor, nor can be drawne 
Cric at any time. 7 he welſpring of wiſedome 1s like a flowing ri- 
#er,their hearts feed their mouthes, and thereout, wiſc, holy, 
and fruitfull words flow abundantly, as a vehement ſtreame 
boyleth out of a rich fountaine, | 


Verſ.5. To accept of the perſon of the wicked is not good, to 6 
rerthrow the inſt man in mag ement. 


In accept of the perſon of the wicked|To free him from pv 
niſhment,or to ſhew him fauour in a bad matter, for his 
power, parentage, kindred,friends, wit, wealth, gifts, acquait- 
tance,or to regard any thing in him, without the caulc, s = 

g 


as OE es. > Aa. & of > Ya — 
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qood,bur dangerous & hurrfull,ie will draw downe the iudge- 
ments of God ypon thoſe Magiftrates,or pre” whatſocuer, 
which vſc ſuch parciality : and he ſpeaketh in thismanner,be- 
caulc there is a ſhew of wiſdome,and y=_ ,for gaine & ſafe. 
y,by gratifying of them,in reſpect of the bribes which they 
will giue to haue their turnes ſecued, and the miſchiefe which 
they will worke to thoſe that proceed ſeuertly againſt them, 
toonerthrow the 15} man in indgement, this is the effect that 
commonly enſueth vpon the fauor that is ſhewed to the wice 
ked,& makerh the fin double : in ſo much as vnrighteous ma- 
lefactors are ſpared, ſo much the harmeleſſe and innocent are 
oppreſſed ; that hand which lifterh vp him, whom it ought to 
beate downe,will beate downe him,whom it ought to lift vp, 
Eicher of theſe were great offences alone, bur very grieuous 
when they are both conioyned together, It was a foule fault 
to ſecke the releaſe of Barrabas, which had deſerued to die 
burto hauc him delivered, that Chriſt might be crucified, was 
intollerable wickednefſe : and yerit would haue been more 
notorious & deteltable, if Chrilit had been condemned to die, 
by the practiſe and perſwafion of Barrabas,which thing ſom- 
times betallech the, members of Chriſt, by the inftigaton of 
the ſucceſſors of Barrabas.The Shechemites aduentured ro do 
that which is here condemned,and therefore they felt the pe- 
maltie which here is threatned : they would ſet vp Abimelech 
tobe king, becauſe he was of their blood, and ſlew the other 
ſons of Gideon for his fake, and at his requeſt, butintheend 
they found it not goodto accept of the perſon of the wicked, and 1ygp 5. 
to overthrow the 1} : for they and their city were deſtroyed, 
for taking part withtheir wicked kinſman, and offering vio= 
lence to therighteous children of Gideon, 


Verl.6..4 fools lips come with ſtrife,and his month calleth for 


Prigts” | 
. The mouth of « foole is his owne deftruition, and hu lips 

ared ſuar# | bus foule, | To 
Fools lips, come with ſtrife The wicked talke ofa graceles 
oole, bis railing, landering, lying, backbiting,challen- 
| [42.79 


” 
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ges,comparings, nipping, and girding,doe as diredlytendyo 
quarrels, or brablings, as if they had legges to goeyntocon. 
tention : which is eſpecially to be vndertiood of themthatbe 
froward,proude, giuento ſcoffing, and others of like nature 
and diſpoſition : and his month calleth for ftriper, the words of 
his mouth doe prouoke, and euen call for blowes,and puniſh- 
ments,by his defire ypon others, but by deſcrtandeffe&t ypon 
himſclfe, The month of a foole is his owne deſ{ruition,his ynad- 
uiſed and intemperate ſpeeches bring his owne ouerthroy, 
ard bis lips are for bis ſoule,that matter which his lips doems- 
liciouſly or raſhly veter, is an occaſion and meanes to intrap 
him,to the hazard of his Rare, life, and ſaluation, 


Verſ.8. The words of the tale-bearer are as firokes, and the) 
goe downe in's the inward parts of the bely. 


He words of the tale-bearer| The malicious accuſations 

A which whiſperers doe ſecretly mucrer againſt men be. 
hinde their backes,ars as {rokes,as wounds that are giuen by 
weapons : they doe them as much hurt by ſeeking theirinſs. 
mie, or trouble, or by alienating rhe mindes, and good opin- 
ons of their friends and neighbours from them, as if they had 
ſmitten them with a ſword, aud they goe downe into the inward 
parts of the belly : they are like vnto darts, wherewith men are 


— wounded, piercing (as it were) into the very it 
/ trailes, 


Verſe 9g. Enen he that is negligent in bis buſmeſſe,is broth 


t04 waſter. 


H* that carrieth himſelfe flothfully in the workes of bis 
calling, being without all care and endeuourte;{ct for- 
wards his affaires,.5 brother 19.4 Waſter,is like 7 
digally waſterh his ſubſtance, as if he were hi 
and ſhall as certainly, though ir nay be nor ſo oy 
to pouertie as he, For God yoketh chem rogecheras 


pro- 


< 


q e br a 
bei 
maces, 


/ 
| 
| 
4 
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18, fame pun'{hments. Both are barren of all goodneſſe; bothare 


ndto forward to any euill exerciſe, and both ſhall be pinched wich 
COR. penuric and want, And as in ſundrie reipeRs the one is hke 
be tothe other, {o it is obſeruable that the one taketh much con- 
ature rentment inthe company and courſes of the other, with much 
ds of familiaritie avd frequencie, 

niſh- 

ypon Verſe 10. The name of the Lord is 4 ſtrong tower : the righ« 
ynad- trons runneth to it,and is exalted. 

row, 

as He name of the Lord) His fauourioyned with his mighty 
ntrap power, and faithfulnes towards his people, xs 4 frong 


tower,as a Fort or Caſtle of defence is, for the ſafectic of them 
that are within it : ſo hee preſerueth his from the violence of 
d the their aduerlaries, that would deſtroy or hurt them : the righ- 
tous,ſuch as be iuſt; ayd godly,and feare him, runve vnto it, 


themſclues to his proteRion, againſt Satan, ſinne,damnation, 
andall manner of dangers both of ſoule and body,and are ex- 
ated ſo kepr fromthe rage of troubles,and the reach of their 
enewies,as if they were taken vp into an high Turrert,or ſer in 
lomeplace aloft, which noenemie could cither yndermine, or 
afſault,or ſhoore vp ynto. | 


Verſe 11, The ſubiance of the rich man, is asit were his 
ftrong cutie, and.as 4 high wall mhis imagination. 


I? the former ſentence was declared wherein the godlie 
leeke for (afetie, and finde it, andtbaris in the name of the 
Lard:andinthis, wherein che wicked, eſpecially being weal- 
thie, preſume of defence, bur faile of it, and thar is intheir 
goods and poſſeſſions. For they ſceme 4 /frong citie, which no 
dangers can yanquiſh, and a» high wall, that no_miſerie.can 

andelimbe over: but'all is in thcir owne imagination, 
andnothing in truth : fer chey are weake and low,and yiterly 
vidofpower againtt any kinde of calamitics, 


- o 


Verſ.13+ 


depend ypon him, and by prayer, and confidence, commit + 
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Verſe 1 2. Before deftruttion the heart of « men is has | 
and before glorie goeth lowlineſſe. 


4 I 
w 
FR 
43 
” Y 
3 


Efore deſtruttion|Before ſome grieuous calamitie,where. 
By; a man is as it were broken in pieces (as the wordin- 
porteth) with miſerie, ſorrow, or ſhame;the heart is | 
the minde is puſt vp with ſelfe-liking, and ſo groweth 
and careleſic, and before glorie goeth lowlineſſe, when aman is 
humblcin his owne eyes * ndihinkerh baſely of himſelfe, and 
reuerently of others, and ſubmitterh himſelfe to Gods hand, 
to beare willingly whatſocuer he ſhall impoſe vypon himyhe is 
inthe way totrue honour, if hee bee not aduanced to prefer- 
ment, yet hce ſhall be refreſhed with comfort, and inriched. 
with graces, 


Verſ.13. He that anſwereth « matter before be bath heard 
it,it is a folly anda ſhame to him, 


"O make anſwere, or replic _ ſpeech, or at allto 
bs any matter, before a man hath throughly hack your 


fully informed himſelfe therein, isa raſh and indiſcreetepart, 
and the euill conſequents thereof, cannot but redound much 
to bis diſcredit, For abſurdities will neceffarily inſue vponit, 
and can by no meanes be auoided, whereby he declarerh him- 
ſelfc to bee failing of that wiſedome, and iudgement, which 
bring praiſe andeſtimation, And is it not commonly an 
occaſion and meanes that good cauſes haue bad ſuccelle,us 
being peruerted by the ignorance & temeritic of thoſe which 
take ypon them the defence of that whereof they have not af- 
ficient information, orelſe are depraued yniuftly by the haſte 


and headinefſe of ſuch as ſpeake evill of the things which they 
know not ? O! 


 Verſ.14. Tho ſpirit of « man will beare ont bis mnfirwitiesh# 
a wonndead conſeience who can beare? "Y 


He ſpirit of a men His heart being in a comfortable eftate 
Ti ' hght of Gods fauour,and the teftimony of 3 good 
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conſcience,»iltbeare ont his infirmities,maketh him to ſuſtaine 
with paticnce,and ſome cheerfulnes, manifold paines and dif. 
eaſes of the body, and all outward crofles whatſocuer : but « 
wounded ſpirit who cax beare? but when the ſoule is caſt down, 
and asit were broken with the apprehenſion of Gods indig. 
nation, none can endure the horror and anguiſh thereof,nor 
anything raiſe it yp,and giue comfort to ir, but God alone, 


Verſe 1 5. The heart of the prudent poſſeſſeth knowledge, and 
the care of the wiſe will ſethe after vnder/tanding. 


He heart of the prudent paſſeſſeth knowledge, He thar is 

acquainted with the Rate of his owne ſoule, and diſcer« 
neth how precious and fruitfull, and needfull ynderftanding 
is,will not content himſelfe to have wiſedome in his cares, or 
head,or lippes, but layeth it vp in his beart,as h:s chicfe trea- 
ſure, and the eare of the wiſe ſecherh after underitanding : he 
laboureth to increaſe knowledge and grace, adding dailie 
thereunto,by hearkening as much 2s he may,toall ſound and 
wholeſome infiruRions, 


Verl.16, The gift of 4 man inlargeth bin, and leadeth him 
egreat men. | | 


__ Lift of a man]Not the good qualities that are in him, 
and the graces which hee hath recciued, but the preſent 
that he bringeth, and the reward that he beftoweth, ov/argerb 
bim,and leadeth him before great men, makethroome for him, 
and procureth him acceſſe to the preſence of them that are in 
bigh places, & of great authoritie,from whomalſo he AY 
countenance & fauour, whether his ſuit be equall,or yolawful, 


Verſe 17. He that ws wr in his owne cauſe is inſt : then come 
meth his neighbour and maketh inquire of him. 


E that is fix} in his owne cauſe] He that is in a controuer- 
firſt before the rh 24 Os or oy 
$20] (s 
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other to whom it belongeth to heare the matter,ir iuſt 

deth for himſelfe,and ſerteth ſuch colours ypon bis cauſe, tha 
hee ſeemeth to be very :ighteous : if hee be plaintiffe,thathis 
informations be equall,and waightic; if defendan,thathis a, 
pologic is good, and he innocent.:Yet.is not this.to be:ynders 
Hood of euery one that barh the firſt place of ſpeech 1 for 
righteous men doe manytimes begin the declaration ofthe 
the cauſe,or defence of themſclues, and be found vpright and 
faithful both in the entrance and end of the ftrife: but itis 
meant of falſe fellowes, that reſpe not what they may ware 
rantably auerre with truth, but what they can audaciouſly af 
firme with impudencic; Then commeth his neighbour and ma- 
keth inquirie of him, he that in the ſecond place, or afterwards 
is ro make anſwere vnto him,or reply vypon him,confuteth his 
allegations,deteRteth his falſehood,and conuinceth him,of ine 
direct and naughtic dealing. | 


Verſ. 18, The lot cauſeth contentions toceaſe, and makgth 4 
partition among#t the mightie. 


HE declareth the true & right vſc ofa lot, by telling what 
is done, for that which oughtto be done :namely,in dif- 
ficulc and doubtfull cauſes, which cannot otherwiſe bee well 
determined,and where in diuifion men cannot agree between 
themſclues what part every one ſhould haue, that then they 
be ſatisfied with that which the Lord by lot doth after aſort, 
award vnto them. And hee maketh ſpeciall mention of the 
mightie, that it ſeruerh to compound theircontrouerhies, be- 
cauſe that when they contend, by. reaſon of their power, and 
ſtrength, & tour ſtomacks, they greatly damnify one another. 


Verſ.19. Abrether offended, is harder to winne then a ſtrong 
Citie : and their contentions are like the barre of a palace. 


Brotber|A natural brother,a neere kinſmi, a kind friend, 
offended, alienated by wrongs receiued, or imagined to 

be done ynto him, from him whom hee ſo much _ be» 
| OTC, 
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fore, is harder to winne then 4 ftrong city, will with more dif- 
ficulry be brought to firme and vnfained reconciliation,then 
acity well defenced, can be vanquiſhed and taken. And their 
contentions,cheir firife,and ſuites, ave like the barre of a Palace, 
ftrong,and vehement, and muſt with no lefle adoe be bepaci- 
fied, whiles their power ſerueth themto purſue one another, 
then the mighty iron barres, whereby che gates of a Caſtle, 
Fort,or great building ,areſhnt in, and kept ſafe,may bee bro- 
ken,or cut in ſunder. Bur this is to bee ynderſtood of vnrege- 
nerateandfleſhly men,or of Gods ſeruants fo farre as they be 
carnall, and nor otherwiſe: for it is a commendation that is 


juen to the godly,by Saint /ames, that their wiſedome which Tam.3 17 


he rec from aboxe, maketh them peaceable, gentle, and 


take to be intreated. 


Verſ, 20. With the fruit of a mans owne month ſhall bis belly 
be ſatisfied : and with the encreaſe of bus lips ſhallbe be filled, 


V Ith the fruit of a mans mouth] With thoſe words 

which the mouth of a man vttereth, be they good or 
bad,as the tree yeeldeth her fruit, be it tweet or ſower, ſhall bis 
belle be ſattsfied, he ſhall be as it were fed with ioy,or ſorrow, 
andwith the encreaſe of hu lips, according to thoſe ſpeeches 
which the lips vſe moftto Hil, wholeſome, or hurtfull, as 
the ground ſendeth forth her crop of corne or weeds, ſhall hee 
be filled, he ſhall either have great welfare,or great woe,many 
bleſſings,or many judgements, 


Verl, 21. Death and life are in the power of the tongue, as e= 
nery one delighteth to vſe the ſhall eate the fruit thereof. 


6 fm verſe in part containeth an explication of the former, 
ſhewing whar is that ſatisfying,and fillmg, which is here 
mentioned, that it extendeth to I milery, cuento the yery 
death ofthe wicked, which abuſe their tongues to euill,andto 
all happinefſe euento life it ſelfe, and char everlaiting,(as is al- 
ſo meant of the contrary ) of the godly, which vſe their 

V 2 tongues 
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rongues aright,both which are ſaid to bei» the power theresf: 
that is,the peruerting,or well ordering of the ſame,is cffeu. 
all, cither for deſtrudtion or ſaluation: and yet'this force is 
not in the: pronouncing of words, bur: in the affeRian from 
whichthey conſtantly proceed, andasewery one delighteth ty 
vſe it : (oheſhalleate thereof, Hypocrites ſomtimes doe make 
faire ſhowes, but their hearts and lips accord nottogether, 
and therforetheir ſmooth ſpeeches tend not to life : and ged- 
ly men ſomtimesforget themſelues, but they take nor plea» 
Gre in euill ſpeaking,and therefore they ſhall not be deſtroys 
ed,though they may be correQted, 


Verſ.22. He that findeth a good wife, findeth a good thing, 
and obtaineth fanour of the Lord, 


H E that findeth a good wife} Which being himſelfe a good 
man,hath,and ſeerh;apd enioyeth the benefit of a good, 
wiſe, and faithfull wife, findeth a good thing, which ſhall bee 
forhis helpe and comfort ; and obtaineth fanonrof the Lord, 
recciueth a teſtimony of hisloue, in beſtowing ſo greata bleſ- 
ſing ypon him: and ſo doth a godly woman, that findetha 
goodand pratious husband. | 3, 


Verl.2 3. The poore ſpea'eth with ſupplications : but the rich 
anſwereth roughly, | 


Ei; poore]He that is in miſery,in perill, in feare, or ſubie 
ction, ſpeaketh with ſupplications, ſubmiſlely, and lowly, 
to the wealthy and mighty, beſeeching him in humble man- 
ner,and reyerent termes,efpecially when he hath any ſuite vi» 
to them, But the rich a» ſwereth roughly + hee that hath abun- 
dance of goods, or is in authority, not onely reieReth the 
poore petitioner contempruouſly, with a-cburliſh deniall, 
but otherwiſealſo is proud and inſolent in his ſpeeches.Come 
monly thus it is, but yet not alwaies :for ſome of the lowelt 
fort ſpeake cifdaintully, and ſome great perſonages bchaue 
them(clues courtcouſly, | oe 
a 


therich that abuſeth his: congue, and walketh corruptly, and 
bis #fooks,;.: > 1 an fy ef} earris t eatolon 


Paoynnns: Ifz- 


paſo 


Verſ. 24. A nav that hath friends ought to form himſulfe 
friend, for afriend is neerer rhena brother;\ 1 \ 11 ras (6d 


Man that hathfriends|Whielrisbetoued of, and recei- 

ueth fauours and benefits from others,ought to ſhew bins. 
ſelfe friendly, to entertaine, hold, and requite their friendſhip 
byall good duties, Hee is not onely to take heed left by any 
frangeneſſe, and offering of diſcouneſies, hee loſe cheir li= 
kings, but ro endeauour by all-fignes and pledgesof good 
will,co knit therr harts faſter and faſter ynto him. For a friend, 
anvnfained wel-willer, which beareth Chriſtian affteRion yn- 
to him whom hee loueth, 1s neerer then a brother, is more 
fairhfull and conftat« in miniftting' helpe and comfort, then. 


an ordinarie kintman,or meere naturall:brother. 


SE 


m—_—— 


03 


\— a A... At. _ 


- 


| CHAPT Ro? 


Verſ.1, Better «s chopevin rhas walketh aw his vprightueſſe | 
then he that perwerteth bis waies,and 154 foole.;' Mp 


$9.5 Etter i the poore] More happic and comforta- 
+) bleis the eſtate of him that is of little wealth, 
F 'andof ſmall poſſeſſions; arid greater reſpeR is 
{ to be had of him, that walkerbin bus opright- 
RSS neſſe, endeauoureth confiantly to bee 1ſt and 
y,in words and workes,chen be that abuſeth bis iy 
erich thatis given to ſpeake-wickedly, and 7 a foole, voi 
of grace,and godly wiſedome,andfull of vice and leaudneſſe. 
Thus fanderh che oppoficion: Berrer is the poore'thatiyſerh. 
his tongne arighr, and watkerbivprightly,and ſo is wiſe, then: 


Pl 


: ” « i \ * 
$3043... 13 T9 15 


" : F > 4 * 

” "iT 1 . | &-4 3 3 ' i 4 " 4 . 4 

. 3 # © & - *q© #  & . 

[4 1 Mt u8 o$, Os : | q" - } VerſG. 
Si ty enruba3onY ig $14 1093 5£& faith a 


23z PxovarBs | 


Verſ.2. Both the mind without knowledge ic not gred, aud be 
that haſteneth with hu feet ſonneth., | 


Rs vices are heere matched together, and re to 
gether, as dangerous and hurttull, whereof the one is 
. cauſe ofthe other,which are ignorance, and raſhneſle, Cons 
cerning the former, it is ſaid, that withowt knowledge, Where 
the ſound knowledge of Gods holy will is contemned, ot 
neglected, che mind « not good, the man is not good, Fora 
artis put for the whole: whatſocuer ſhewes heemaketh of 
airbfulncfſe within, all is but decciueabley his ſoule (as the 6+ 
riginall Text hath it ) isdeftitute of goodnefle, andthen,wha 
is therein him, orproceedeth from him, that may bee called 
good? ard be that haiteneth with bis feet, ſinneth.0 
The latteris deſcribed by a fimilitude,from him that ſhould 
headilyrun on blind-folded,and hood-wincked, in a perilous 
way,that he neither knoneth,nor cuec ſaw : as ſuch a one isin 
danger to daſh againſt tumbling blocks,or to fall into quick- 
ſands, quagmires, mine- pits, brookes or ditches : ſo hee 
thae vnaduiledly, and withour' deliberation, attempteth and 
executeth mattcrs-of moment and. importagce,. canuet + 


uoide errours,and inconueniences, yea ſinnes and tranſgref- 
ons, | q | 


s 


his beartfretrethapainit the Lord.'', 


He fooliſbneſſe of «mun] The ſinfulneſſe and vngodly be- 

hauiour of the wicked, everthroweth his way, drawet 
crofſes and indgeaents vpon him,and-cauſeth bimeo have il 
ſaccefle, 4:4 bic heart frerreeh againit1he, Lovd;, hough bit 
tongue doe not openyiblaſpheme; yer his. heare doth ſearty 
murmure agaiofiGud;as if he were -vniufily: the cauſe of his 
calamities. Neither doth he this dire&ly alwaies,apdimbititt 
reth him(elfe againſt the perſon of the Lord, bur ſcornethat 


kishand, and accuſeth lus Proceedings, vader the name of 
chance, 


Verſ. 3. The feelibneſſe of « man onerthraweth bis way, and 
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chance,and il lucke,and bad fortune, and manytimes religion 
 exclaiined vpon, and profeſſion quarrelled at, eſpecially if 
religious profeſſors diſlike of his irreligious prophaneneſle,do 
thrive and proſper,when he is plagued and puniſhed. 


Verſ. 4. Rinkergerher many friends, but the poore is ſepara- 
ted from hts neighbour, 


Iches gather many friends| Wealth encreaſed, encreaſeth 
Ri number and heape of ſuch aspretend good will,and 
drawerh daily new friends. The perſons of men doe not this, 
northeir graces, buttheir riches. They make many fetches, 
they haue many geftures, they vie many words, and allthis 
while their hearts are fixed on the goods, as flies ſecke where 
honieis,and mice and rats will haunt an houſe where foode is 
tobe gotten, So that their loue is to the money, or other ſub- 
ſtance, though they wake ſemblance of good affeRionto the 
man, But the poore « ſeparated from his neighbour, hee that is 
needie or afflicted,or in diſgrace, is forſaken of all his carnall 
friends and companions, they either turne from him as a ſtran- 
ger, or againſt him as an enemie, 


Verſ. 5. Afalſe witneſſe fall not be vnpwniſbed,and a farger 
of lies ſhall not eſcape, 


F ho. witneſſe| Either he that doth wittiogly miſinforme 
the Magiſtrate,or any other gouernour,or he that by his 
rniuſt reſtimonie goeth about ro confirme that which anoe 
ther hath vntruly ſuggeſted, ſhall not bee vnpunyhed, but 
plagued either ſooner or late, with ſome temporarie penal» 
tie of ſhame and miſery in this world, or witheternall per» 
dition of ſoule and bodiein the world tro come. Aud eforger 
ef lies, which vſeth his congue to falſhood, now artificially 8 
with what ſhewes and colours ſocuer, thoughin priuate, ſhall 
ner eſcape, ſhall noc be alwaies free from puniſhmene,though 
brew himſelfe, hee thinketh the fin _ ws av 
y meanes of his wit, and preſeat proſperity, 
bemethable 19 preſerve himlcltc in fafetie, 6t'y | 
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Verſ.6. Many ſue to the face of the Prince, axdenery man i 
friend to bim that gineth gifts, © 


Any ſue to the face of the Prince] They ſceke the favour 
Mx coantenance of ther rharbe in aurhoriry,cſpecial- 
ly if they be alſo wealthy,& bountifull.* He ſpeakethnot here 
in the commendation of them, as being loyall in loue, for 
conſcience, but for the reprehenfion 'of them, as being ſub. 
miſſe in ſhew;for commodity, Andenery man u« frienato him 
that gineth gifts, He declareth inthis latter clauſe the couſeof 
that which he had affirmed .inthe former,why lo-many facts 
the face of the Prince, becauſe Princes haue moſt ro beſtow, 
and every man, enery carnall man for the moſt parts friend, 
would bee thought a friend to 4/m har gineth gifts, that hee 
might be vſed as aftiend, and haue gifts beſtowed ypon him, 


' Verf. 7. All the brethren of ohe poare doe hate him : bow 
much more will his friends depart farre from bim? 7 bough be 
be inſtant in words, yet they will not, 


| Lthe brethren |The-whole kindred,cuen. they whichare 
vnited with the neercft bonds of nature; being yet cat- 
nall and ynnaturall, of the poore, of him that is decayed in his 
eftate,or in diſgrace with ſuperiours; thoughnever ſo vynwor- 
thily, 4o bate him, they loathe and defpile him. How much 
more will bis friends depart from bim?:Nort they which were 
faichfully affeedto hun at any time; and bare him good will 
in truth, { for afriendloweth at adl tines, and a friend it neerty 
then a brother, ) but ſich his companions as diſſembled with 
him,making profeſſion and ſhew of loue in hisproſperity for 
their owne aduantage,thele in his aduerſity,goe far from bim, 
ca(t him off, and withdraw themfelues from bim, as being - 
ſhamed ot his company, and vnwilling 20 #ake avy notice 
him,mach more to deale'in his: cauſe, at to; ſripply: bis wants! 
Though be be inſtant in wiords,altbeirhe beareily; cntreate; 304 
earnclily importune them for combort; relicfe and' fanour ”- 
, , F T r 
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they will not, they will nor heare any requeſt or complaint that 
hee maketh, they will not befriend them in any- maiter of 
weight, whereia they may doe him good, x 


Verſ.8. He that poſſeſſeth bis beart loneth bis owne ſoult © he' 
keepeth vnderitanding, to find that which us good, 


E that poſſeſſe:h his heart] Who hath his mind rightly. 
Hig: with knowiedge and iudgement, and orcerly 
moderateth his defires and affeRions, /oweth bis owne ſouls, 
hath a due care ofhimſelfe,and vſeth dire&meancs for his ſak 
uation,fafery,comforr, and welfare, For ts /owe ones ſoule, in: 
this place,is otherwiſe raken then in the Goſpel] by S. lob, 
chap. 12. 25. where ir is (aid,that he which louerb bys ſoule ſhab 
loſe it, and be that hateth bus ſaule m this world ſhallkeepe it un- 
roerernal life. Tolone the ſoule, that isgoibeedefirous of re- 
cining this naturall life, as rather to'deniethe truth of God 
and forſake the Goſpell of (ri, then ro make profeſſion 
thereof, and yeeldfincere obedienceto it, with hazard and pe» 
rill : and be /ball loſe bis ſonle, that is,'forfeir his ſaluation and 
happinefle,as he rhat bateth his ſouls, which chuferhto forgo 
life,rather then che{ſeruices of God; anda good coulcience, 


[= ſhall keepe it unto eternal life, be ſaued and glorified forcuer, 
5 He keejeth underſtanding, not onely heareth good inftruRti- 
ot ons, but ſeriouſly atrenderhto them;pondereth of then in his 
þ meditations, Jayeth them vp in:his memorie, obſetueth them 
e dilgently in the courſe ot his life; & rerainerh'them conſiant= 
{ Iy till the crime of -his:death, 20 find rhat which is good; that 1s, 
4 the end which he propoſeth co himſelte,and this is cheſuccefle 
} which he obtaincth, that Gods fauour ſhall be confirmed vn= 
; to him, beth by the bletſings ofthis preſenr life, and by a bleſ- 
, ſedeſtate,in that which is to come hereafter. IEC 

i Verl, 9g. Afalſe witneſſe ſhall not be vnpuniſhed : axahe that 


| ſpeaketh lies ſhall periſh, SES. | | 
His is the ſame both inwords and fenſe wittthe g. ver. . 


- 4 ofthis chapter, ſauingtharcherc was ſaid; rhe lier bal not 
wm eſcape © 
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eſcape, and here he ſhall periſh : (othar it js not onely Arepeti= 


tion,bur a briefe expolition of that,concluding,that as he ſhal 
be ſurely puniſhed, ſo he ſhall be ſorely plagued, euen withng 
lighter ttrokes,then deſtruction it ſelte, which no gaine or ads 
uantage can be able co counteruaile., 


Verſ.10. Pleaſure is not comely for 4 fools : much leſſe ſor a 
ſernant to have rule oner Princes, 


Rm The affeRions of ioy and delight, the meanes 
whereby they are wrought, and the obiects whereon they 
are ſerled,as abundance of wealth,delicious fare, gorgeous aps 
parell, ſumptuous houſes, coſtly furniture, pleatant paltimes, 
or whatfocuer is of like nature, is not comely for a foole, is not 
fic for himthar is deſtitute of grace, and good vaderſtanding 
to haue, as neither making for his honour,nor profit indeede, 
though highly promoting both in appearance. Hee "_—_ 
uertthem,and annoy other men by « Coop they will :ndan» 
ger him, and bring much harme and miſchicfe to him. Much 
leſſe for « ſernant to rule oner Princes. By ſernant, he meaneth 
ſuch manner ofperſons as he called fooles inthe tormer clauſe 
namely, men inthralled to their luſts, and: volawfvll defires; 
and by Princes, are vnderftood the godly, who are dignified 
with a ſpirituall aduancement : fo that he proceedeth in exte- 
nuating the condition of finfull men, and ſheweth their vn- 
worthineſſe by way of gradation, that all ſorts of dehreable 
things are coo for them, and much more authoritie and 
po\yer ouer others, bur molt of all ſuperioritic, with iuriſdidi- 
on ouer the righteous, 


Verſ.11. The vnderfianding of « man, maketh him ſlow to 
wrath,and it is bis gioree to paſſe by as offence. 


b + vnderflanding of a man] The heauenly wiſedome of 
God, which is in the minde of a regenerate perſon,accor- 
ding to the meaſure thereof, withholderh him fromraſh and 
vaaduiſed anger,but AE ann” 
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Perſe 11, 


though they b 
fuks ſhould 


erallothers, 


Fifthly that the ire and wrath againſt the fins of our neigh 
draw not our ſelues into any finfull behaviour againſt 
God,as to be fierce 2nd violent in reuengement,to raile,to re- 


wet vomit out blaſphemies,or imprecations,&c, 


 Provans:. 
prive him of ſome yertue, and diſable him from the perfor. 
mance of many duties, As the diftempered paſſions of wrath 
be workes of the fleſh, and carefully ro be auoyded, ſo are the 
well governed affeQions of anger fruites of the ſpirit,and ſea» 
ſonably to be exerciſed, Hethat is ouercarried with rage and 
choller,doth want thoſe louely graces of meekenes, and pati- 
ence : and he thatis neuer ſtirred to any difplealure,is poſleſ- 
ſed with ftupidity,and deftiture of zeale,and Chriftian feeling, 
Now:co ſhunne theſe vicious extreames on both fides, and obe 
ſerve the laudable mediocritie berween them, theſe rules may 
dire vs, Firſt, that all our anger be onely for finne, and ſo we 
ſhall beſt pur in praQiiſe the Apoſilesprecept, to be av 
ſine not. Then ſhall wee nor be teſtie withthemthat 
cent, becauſe wee are incenſed by them that are faultie :then 
ſhall we never hke famiſh Bataan fall out with beaſts and vn- 
reaſonable creatures, much leſſe be imbitrered againſt things 
that are ſenſeleſſe. Secondly, that our anger bee meaſurablie 
proportioned to the meaſure of the offence, 
tion muſt bee conceiued againſt the greateſt tranſgr 
ring notto vs ſo great annoyances: and ſmaller 
leſfisdipleaſe vs,thovgh in priuate reſpeAs rhey 
ſeeme to be more for our dammage : for every part ought ra- 
ther to be renderly affe Red at Gods diſhonour, then his owne 
derrimemt, Thirdly,that it be not onerlong continued, and ex- 
ceſhue in time, bur bounded within rhe limits of a day ar the 
furtheſt >the Lord would not have wrath protrafted til night, 
wor the Sunne to goe downe vpon it, Fourthly,that the crimes of 
our familiars, benefaors, kinsfolke, and deareſt friends,doe 
make vs more angrie then theirs rhat are not ſonecrely 
tovs;:that we take to heart the finneof our childe, more then 
of a brother :and of a yoke-fellow,more then of a childe : and 
our owne, more then a yoke-fellow,childe, brother,or of any, 


rie and Epheſ. 4.26, 


teſt indiona- 
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Laſtly,that ithinder ys not from, but further ys tothe 
formance of all good ſervices, eſpecially inthe behalſevt the 
parties delinquent, as to admopiſh:them, pray for them, and 


give them direRion for reformation: of therr tranſgreſſions, 


And it is bis glorie,ic winneth him honour andpraile;andthar 
worthilic, to paſſe by an offence, to winke at ſmaller infirmities, 
and to remit greater wrongs, yet notſo,as to befilent at Gods 
diſhonour, with the perill of the ſoule of the finner, or at the 
| 49 eg + arc offeredto himſelfe from them: only the 
orbearance of reuenge, and not of juft reproote, dr of due 
correQion,is commended. 
Thus thou ſeeſt both the roote,and the fruite,the cauſe and 
effc& of lenitic and mildnes declared in this ſentence, 


Verſ.12, The wrath of the King, is like the roring of « Lion: 
but his fanour is as the dew vpon > of grafſe. | 


He wrath of the Kwyg| The indignation of a Prince, or 
mightic Porentate, having authoritic and power, incett» 

ſed (not againſt the innocent and righteous, but ſuch as were 
Alichaiah,or Elyah, whom Achab ttormedat,but killed not, 
er though he had killed them, yer he could nor have hurt the, 
bur himlelte rather,as /oab did, byſlaying of Zachary,and {ee 
ding him che ſooner to heauen) but againft malefactors, re- 
bels,traytors, contemptuous perſons, and tranſgrefſors ot his 
wholeſome lawes, or any whom God ſhall pur intothe Ma- 
giſtrares hand, as men of death, for violating bis commande» 
ments, #s like the roring of 4 Lion, which hach more courage 
and ſtrength, both co rore more hideouſly, and to teare more 
cruelly : For it is not ynderſtood of them that betaken, and 
ſhut vplike captives in holes, whom we may heare, and looke 
ypon through grates, and ſtand neere too without perill, but 
of ſuch as mcete with a prey, cither of mian or beaſts,in the for- 
reſts, or open fieJds, or any where in their owne walkes. But 
his fauoxy,his loue,and countenauce, efpecially towards wor- 
thie men, is like the dew vpon the. grafſe, very comfortable or 
profitable co them, reioycing their hearts, aduancing Low 
es, 
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fates, preſeruing, and proteQiing them from wrongs, as the 
dew, or milde ſhewres, doe refreſhthe fields, 'cauſe graffe to 
grow,and preſerue the ſame, that the ſcorching heare of the 
Sunne drie it not yp, and cauſe it to wither, When God ſhall 

ioto the Magiſtrates hand, as men of deaths for violating 
his commandements in preſumptuous: manner, is /ike»the ro- 
ring of Lion, fearefull, terrible, and as it were threatning pre- 


ſear death : The Hebrew word fſignifieth-a yong Lion which Aaham cac- 
hath greater courzge, and firength, both-to roxe more; hide- phir, 


ouſly,and toteare more cruelly,8c. 


Verſ.13. A fooliſh ſonne is the calamitie of his fatber,and the 
contentions of a wife, are like a continuall dropping. 


Wo of che greateſt afflichons which befallthe gouernors 
 intheir fanulies;are declared -in this fentence.The former 

is 4 fool:ſþ ſome, a iatull, vnbappic childe, after what ſort foe- 
ver his lewdnefſe breakerh out, whether by contumacie, and 
ftubbornnes, when he ſhall contemne his parents, and deſpiſe. 
their precepts; or by riot,and vnthriftines, when bee ſhall be, 
25it were a gulph to ſwallow. vp. all 'his-fathers.labours, and 
thoſe things which he hath been ſo carefull ro prouide; or by 
any other meanes ſhall” Bring ſhame "and-deftriction vpon 
himlelfe, who is the calamitie of his father,cthe worker of his 
woe,and cauſe of ſorrow; for the looſenesof his life, and atthie 
hght,or foreſight ( by all probabilitie and likelihood) of the 
miſerie of- his- death, Theyother is # Fontentions wife, Whoſe 
brawlings offend the eares, and yexe thecheart, and lometimes 
demoliſh the (tate of her husband, and rherefore are compa- 
red to & continual dropping they arc as irkefome, andhurt- 
full;as for raine to pierce through every part of the roofe,into 
all roomes of the houſe, falling onthe plancks,and walls; ahd 
Ruffe,and heads of them that are doingtheir worke,or fitting 
2t their meate, orlyiog in their bers, which muGineedes bec 
both tedious, and noyſorne, to ruinate-the building, and rot 
Gx goods,andmolefiche inhabitants,.!:(/. 1.01 - > 
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Verſ.14. Houſe and ſubitance are the inheritance of thefs. 
thers : but a prudent wife is from the Lord, | 


= che former ſentence, by a liuely fimilitude, hee ſhewed 
how noylome a bad wite is, and inthis by another 
ment, he makerthic appeare what a great benefit a good wiſe 
is. He proucth it from the efficient, that the Lord doth beſtow 
her,and thatin manner differing trom his ordinary and com- 
mon giftures, Houſes, and lands are his gifts alſo, and fo are 
riches, and all ſorts of commodities, bur they are ordinarily, 
commonly,and mediately receiued from anceftors,as fathers, 
grand-fathers,& great grand-tathers,to whem the Lord hath 
__ power to get,and keepe goods,and a will toleauethem 

om hand to handto theirpoſterity, But 4 prudent wife 
godly,wiſe,and vertuous wife, and inlike manner,a religious, 
diſcreet,and gratious husband, x frem the { ord, made ſucha 
one by his grace, and ioyned tothe yoak-tellow, 


Verſ.15. Slorhfulneſſe canſeth heante ſleepe to fall, and a dt 
ceitfuilper ſon ſhall be affamiſhed. 


yen dangerous effefs of lugpiſhneſſe are here ſer down, 
anddeſcribed, whereof ſome are finnes, and heedfully to 
bee ſhunned, and others are puniſhments thereof, and greatly 
to be feared, 

The firſt is, immoderate andexceſſiae ſleeping, whereby 
mens callings and labours are negleRed, their time loſt, and 
their wirs and ſenſes dulled: and this groweth partly from 
theabundance of humours, by which the head is oppreſſed, 
and partly from the want of cheerfulneſſe, whereby the heatt 
ſhould be'refieſhed: and therefore obſerue, that all luggards 
are lampiſh, and like-dead men, ſauing when they bee 
thepradtiſe or proieR of ſome thingynlawfull, | 

This Yrowſinefle of theirs, and diſpoſition to ſleep,they #re 
charged with,& chalengedfor;in chap. 6. Few long wilt thes 
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The ſecond is deceirfulneſle, being inferred in the latter 
dauſe,as that which enſuerh borh vpon ſlothfulneſſe and ſlee- 
neſſe, For they that loſe their time, can neither ger wealth 
well,nor keepe that which others haue . ma 8 5100s by 
their travell, Then mult they needs fallinro mdigeney and 
want,and being not able'to ſuſtaine the violence thereof, (for 
none are ſo impatient of pouerty, as thoſe who rerchleſly 
throw themſclues into it)they-will live by their wits, and ſhift 
for themſelues, by falſhaod and indireR courſes. 

The third, which is the puniſhment of all the former, is fa- 
mine,and miſerable neceſſity, which their fraud;and deceitful. 
nefle doth double vpon them, and nor preuent, or diminiſh, 
Or ifit fall out that ſome by wrongfull dealing are'holpen in 
their Rate for a time, yet ir turneth ro their greater hurt, and 
deeper decay intime following : orif they thrive evento their 
lives end, by their vniuſt'and fraudulent praQtiſes, yet they 
ſhall rue it in the worlds end, for the miſerjes and plagues that 4, . , 
will come vpon them, as Saint /ames doth teftifie, phe 

The ſenſe therefore of the ſentence is this: Sothfulneſſe cau- 
ſeth men to be ſleepie and deceitfull,and hee thar is deceitful, 
ſkepie,or ſlothfull, ſhall be affamiſhed, 


Verſ. 16, He that keepeth the commandement, heepeth bis 
ſenle ; but he that deſpiſeth his waies, ſhall die, 


E that keepeth the commandement) Which in the integri- 


| | y Joguy vprightneſſe of his hart obſeruerh the law of the 


Lord,co walke iq the ſfame;al hough he cannot fulfill ir,brea- 
king it as little as he can, though hee cannot obeyit ſo fully as 
hee would, and is humbled for his faults, when hee ſeeth his - 
inves and tranſgreſſions, keeperh his ſomle;himſelfe, apart be- - 
ing ſe forthe whole, he preſerueththe life borh' of his ſoule . 
and body, froman vntimely death, and erernalldeftruQtion; 
not by the merir ofhis obedience, but by che mercy of God, 
that rewardeth him for it : Bu he that deſpiſerh bis waies,'ma- 
keth no account how,or after what ſortbe doth liue,nor bath 
careto bee direQed by the preſcript rule ofthe holy ___ of 
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God, ſhalldie, ſhall certainly periſh, and be deſtroyedfoyther, 


at the laſt,though peraduenture he be ſpared for a ſeaſon, 

Thus ftandeth the oppoſition: Hee that keepeth the com 
mandement, and regardethhis waies ſhall live; but heetha 
breaketh the commandement, and deipiſcth bis waies, ſhall 
dic, 


Verſe 17. He that. gineth freely ta the poore, lendeth ons 
the Lord,and the Lord will repay himbi reward, | 


HE that gineth freely | Which our of his compaſſion and 
mercy, without any carnall, or corrupt reſpect of his 
owne aduantage, miniltreth food, apparcll, harbour, orany 
kind of helpe and comfort, by word,or deed, to the poore, to 
themthat are in affliftion, of what ſort ſocuer, cſpecially if 
they be Gods faithfull ſeruants,or ſteme robec ſuch, lenderh 
to the,Lord, not that he-is btholden ta vs,or recemeth anybe» 
nefit at our hands : for what can we givethat hee lentnot to 
vs,nor js iis owne,norinhis power,to take,and diſpoſcol, to 
whom he will withoutour leaue?. but hee is pleaſed ſotoac- 
cept of our beneficence to our brethren, as'u6 bimſc}fe were 
thereby gratified,and had a goodturne done to him: formen 
are-many times pleaſured by that whichis lent them intheir 
need, and are glad to buy the vſe thereof with loane,and ther- 
ore it is noted as a worke of tnercy from a good man,not on- 
ly that he beſtowerh gifts, but alſo that hee lendethfreely, 50 
then God youchſafethto repure that which.is paid vnto him, 
though imperfeRly too, and ſcarce by thehalues, ro beeasit 
were acourtefie and kindneflefrom ys,asif fomething of ours 
were delivered to him. Aud the. Lord wil repay hmm his reward, 
hee will as faithfully recompence the mercitull man,as if hee 


_ were bound thereto, andas an honeſt borrower will bee care- 


fy}lro.pay,thaet which he oweth.. For of bis gracehee maketh 


himſelfe a debtor, ro them which-are more in hisdebr, then 


their body and ſoule,and all tharcbey have is worth, 
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Verſe 18. Correft thy ſonne while there is hope, and let not 
thy ſowte ſpare which is to kill bim, 


Orreft thy fonnewbile there is hope, | chaſtiſe os children 
Co either ſexe, both by rongue 2nd hand, with rebukes 
xod ſtripes, being yet young and render,and not growne ftub- 
torne,ſtiffenecked,incorrigible,and paſt hope of amendment, 
before they are accuſtomed to cuill waies, or haue learned to 
deſpiſe the admonirions, menacings,rods, and fcourges of pa- 
rents. And let not thy ſonle parks : beware that thy al affe- 
Aion withhold thee not from doing this neceſſarie durie, 
which is,fo kit bim,leſtthy too greatindulgencie ro them,and 
cockering of chem,rurne to their deftruRion, 


Verſe 19. Being in great wrath remit the puniſhment : but if 
thew let bins eſcape, yet applie chaſtiſement againe. 


N the former ſentence was declared rhe neceffie of corre- 
&ion, for the prenemtion of deftrution, or danger of chil- 
dren, and whar is the fitteſt ſeaſon ro beginit, cuen inrheir 
childhood. Now in chis hee admoniſheth cuery manto take 
heedthat he marre it n&&,60rhinderthe goodeffeR thereof by 
hisowne deſtemper, And therefore it is ſaid, Bering in great 
wrath, when chou'artin an angrieimood, and burneſi with fu- 
rie,and hot diſpleaſure, rexzit rhe puniſhment, let pafle for that 
time the puniſhment ofthe partie offending, Bur if tho let hin 
eſcqze, yet applie chaſtiſement 4game. Neverthelefle, though 
that time,andperhaps for that fauk thouſer bim goefree, 
Famnſetfe, norſuffer himto goc on fill 
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ſuch as in the Scripture come vnder the name of children, that 
is to ſay,all Gods people, to whom he doth offer himſelfe ys 4 
farher,being readic to tcach anddireR them. Andthe firſt ef. 
ſon that hee giueth vrto them is,thatthey ſhould beare cone. 
ſell, lend ap eare, and hearken diligently with attention, to 
wiſe and wholeſome doQtrines and admonitions : the 

that they receiue i#n/ruftion,or correion, for the word figni 

ficth both :that is, to ſubmit themſelves to, and make vie of 
and profit by, reproofes, threatnings, or chaftiſements, And 
the reaſon of this exhortation, is both from the motiue that 
ſhou!d perſwade them thereunto,and the end that they ſhould 
propuſe to themſclues thercin, and the happie ſucceſſe which 
thcy (hou'd finde rhercby, that they may be wiſe in their latter 
end, that the;r wiſedome may bee manifeſted, and they reape 
the irvite thezeof intheir old age, or whenſocuer they are rea» 
die ro depart out of the world, not but that hee wquld haue 
men to be wiſe alſo before, bur'to note,thatall thattime their 
heancnly wiſedome will Rand themin beſt ieed. 


Verlſ\.21, Aany denices are in ohe hart of an : but the cone 
ſc! of the Lorg that ſhall fand, . 4 2f 


Any denices are in the heart of man,\Sundrie thoughts 
Ni their minds;of h nd p12) gue defires,and 
ſotheytofle matters roo and fro in their imaginations, how 
they may auoide that which they feare, and accompliſh that 
which they defire,and yet ſeldome bripgthem to any<fteR,or 
When they doc;it is not by force of their plotting or fore 
But the connſcli of the Lord ic ſhall, ſtand; bis will ſhall rake 
place, whatſoeuer hee bathdetermined ſhall ſucceed, whether 
mens bkings betot,or againſt it, & 


Verſ.22. The deſire of amar | is his goodne wes : and apeer £148 


is better then alier, _ 
_ 


'He deſire of a man] That PT POTABE man ought 
Takin laboys for in himſelf, a94 to eficeme and 
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mendin others, is bis goodves, his pictic and religion towards 
God, his mercie,truth, and vprighe dealing towards men, and 
got a greateſiate, and earthly pompe,and he tha jn this man- 
ner doth good, and iis faithfull and true, though' hee be poore, 
not haviog ſtore and abundance of outward poſleffions,js bet- 
ter, in happier caſe,and more regarded of God,and good men, 
then 4 liar , then an impious, ynproficable, and falſe man, 
though he be neuer ſo wealthie, 


Verſe 24, The feare of the Lordleadeth to /ife,and hethat is 
indued therewith, ſhall remaine ſatisfied,and ſhall not be viſited 


with enill, | | 


8 For feare of the Lord) Sound pietie and religion, a reue- 
rence of his Maieftie, ioyned with an vnfained lone thete 

of, leadeth ro life, is by Gods free goodnefle according tohis 
promiſe through Ieſus'Chrift, rewarded with a bleſſed anda 
comfortable life in this world,and a glorious,andeternall hfe 
inthe world to come, and he that is endued therewith, ſhallre- 
mein? ſatisfied : the man in whom this holy feare dwelleth, 
ſhall neither live in miſerable want, nor in feare or danger 
thereof, but ſhall lodge ſatisfied, as the word Fignifterh, ſhal con» Sabeang ja- 
ſtantly haue competent prouiſion, in the night hee ſhall not j;,, 
care for the day following, nor this day be Foubrful how he 
ſhall doe to morrow, but -. by whoſe prouidence hee 1s ſu- 
Rained at one time, will not faile to minifter whatſoever is 
needfull at alt times. And ſhall not be viſited with exill, ſhall nor 

be ages with hurtfull calamities, and yet fomerimes tried 

with ſharpe aduerſities: and fo arethe two former promiſes 
—_— life, and plentie,to be ynderſtood, that they are ſecu- 

red onely from a curſed death,or penurie, which are puniſh- 
ments of finne,and fignes of Gods diſpleaſure, 


Verſ.24. The flothfull hideth his hand iv bit boſeruc, and wil 
not put it to bis month ag aine, | Hs ei broaat 
ord often tolde ys the nature and'qualirie of the 
, and che milerie WY whidy of force =Y 

2 
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muſt endure,by meanes of their GopgſGameg otwithfianding 
pH doth daily increaſe,and this hurt» 
full yice groweth ſtronger, and more violent in them, he con. 
centeth nothimſelfe with ſo many aduertiſements, which hee 
hath alrcadie given vs, but to the end that wee may take-morg 
heed of it,or elſe be more inexcuſable,and iudged wortkie of 
greater penurie : he repeateth here againe the miſchiefethat 
ir worketh in him ouer whom it gerteth dominion,deſcribi 
the ſame by an hyperbolicall, or exceſſive kinde of ſpeaking, 
ſaying,thac he hideth his hand in his boſome, not ſettingir to 
worke,but withholding it from labour,e»d w:ll not put « tokis 
month agaive : to auoide the cold,and for loue of eaſe, he hole 
deth it in a warme place, and though the diſtance be bu ſmall 
betweene the boſome and the mouth, yet hee is vawilling to 
bringit from rhe one to the other, ſo muchas to feede him- 
{clfe : for though hee doe it, (compelled thercunto bynecefh, 
tie) yet he doth ic with difficultie and griefe, as it is ſaidin an 
other chapter, | | 

Not that hee ſetterh.ſo little by his meate; for none areſo 
hungrie after hony,as the idle Drones-: bur it is a torment vt- 
tothem to take any paines for it: their defire is, that others 
ſhould tranell for them,and put their meat into their mouthes 
alſo,if ſhame would permit it. 

So then, the hands of lazie perſons are as it were bound 
with the loue of caſe, which they preferre before matters of 
profit and neceffiie ; eſpecially concerning the ſoule, and the 
ſpirituall food thereof, eucnthe word of God; whereby only 


it is to be ſuſtained. 


Verſ.25. Smite @ ſcorner, that the fooliſh may beware: and 
repronethe prudent,and be will »nderitand knowledge. | 


Ss Either put to death,if thou bee a Magiſtrate of that 
thoritie, and the cauſe {0 require; or otherwiſe puniſh 
according to thy place, the ſcorner, a refraatie perſon, him 
that contemneth and derideth all admonitions and inftrutis 
ong,one,of whom there is.no hope af amendemgas : for »(et> 
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ſuch as through ſimplicity and ignorance are carried forwards 
tocuill, way beware, may bee better brought to a fight of 
their faults, and che danger thereof, and penitently reforme 
their waies, 

Andreprone the prudent, giue an ealie rebuke to himthar 
hath wiſedome,and he will vnderftand knowledge, he fhallnot 
needro bee ſmitren, as the ſcorner, nor -bee brought to ite 0+ 
thers puniſhed,as the fooliſh, bur an admonition gr reproofe 
will ſufficiently worke ypon ham, both for information and 
reformation, | 


Verſe 26. A leand and ſhameful child ſpeileth bus father aud 


ebaſerh away his mother. 


A Leand and ſhameful child\One that is graceleſſe,and gi- 
uen to riot, and other finfull waies, whereby his parencs 
and friends are made aſhamed, ſpor/eth hs father, doth him 
as much harme,as if he brake into his houſe, and xobbed him, 
or came as an open enemy to make ſpoile ofalltharhee hath ; 
and many ſpare not their parents tate indeed, bureither filch 
away their goods, and ſet them indebrand arrearcages, 
their waſttulnefie, andchaſeth away his mother, ſo alicnater 
her affection from him,by his rude and rebeilious behauiour, 
that ſhe flierh as it were his preſence, and is glad when ſhee is 
out of his fight : and ſomrime growethto thar ynnaturallin» 
bumanitie,and morethen barbarous and ſauage outrage,that 
be driverh her out ofhis preſence by railing & bitter ſpeeches, 
yea expelleth her out of the houſe, and curnerh her out of 
doores, when once he commerh co his inheritance, 


Verl.27. Lean off, wy ſonne,to heare avy more the infirutti» 
" that canſeth thee to erre from the words of kyowledge. 


Eave off, my ſonne | Though in former times when thou 


the diſciple of decciuers, and the child of wrath, ty 
X 3 cage 
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eare was open, and readie to heare ſuch leſſons as poyſoned 
thy heart, yet now that thou art become the ſcholer of mee 
Wiſedome, and begotcen to bee my; child, 8s being Gods 
child, now deſiſt from that hurtfull and pernicious courſe, 
ceaſe ts heare any more the inſtruftion, that peſtilent andinſe. 
Rious counſell and doctrine, which is delivered for inflrudi. 
on, and carrieth a ſhew of truth and wiſedome, and yet will 
cauſe thee to erre fromthe words of knowledge, either peruer- 
ting thy mjopd wrtherronious opinics, or corrupting tby hart 
with hafull affetions,ordeprauing thy waies with leaud and 
wicked behauiour, fo that either thou ſhale not vnderſtand 
the word: of knowledge, the heauenly doCtrines of Gods holy 
word, whereby ſound knowledge is obtained, or clfe wiltbee 


inticed to tranſgrefle them. 


Verl. 28. Awicked witneſſe mocketh at indgement, andthe 
month of the ungodly ſwalloweih vp iniquitie, 


A Wickad witneſſe | A witnefle of Belial, as it is in the Hes 
brewtext,one that the giuel himſclfe,and his owne wice 
ked diſpofition ſubbornerh to periurie and deale cortptly, 
mockerh at indgemenr,not onely giueth in falſe cuidence, but 
doth che ſame. of ſet purpoſe, maliciouſly, and withoutany 
fear,making no more account cither of right cauſes,or of Ma 
giltrates that ace placed to cxecute iuſtice,or of God himſelle 
that willpuniſh Alle witnefles, then of a icfi;or things to bee 
laughed ar, And: themonth of the ungodly will fnako aps 
quitie, This hee alleagethas arcaſon of chat his yorruth and 
falſhoodin witnes-bearing, becauſe hee is deſperately finfull 
and bad inall his behauiour. Hi wonh,himſclfe vile wretch, 
yetthe mouth is mentioned becauſe of the allegorie, ſwalle- 
weth op iniquiry,commireeth: all vilianjes , with argreat dc- 
light amdpleatare, as drunkards doe Rrongdrinke, or giu- 


tous delicious meares.. 


= 
F 4 / : v 
, : Na 
; \ 3 1 j 7 - 
$4314 #3433 $* 4 
. 


T 


Te TrPFEHEAYT SS UYISSESSD 


" Vaſtrg- 


RNAS EPTFPSRESY 


Provuns zor 


Verſ.29.But indgements are prepared for theſe ſcorners,and 
ſtripes for the backs of fooles, | 


He behauiour of theſe contemptuous perſons was decla- 
redinthe former ſentence,and their recompence follow= 
ethin this : for all their —_— and ſcorning ſpceches,indge- 
wents, puniſhments, many,and of diuers ſorts : for theplurall 
oumber noceth the multitude and variety ofthem : areprepe- 
red for ſcoYne78, not onely appointed, bur ready to bee execu- 
ted ypon thern, either by the Magiſtrate, or elſe by the Lord 
himſelfe in this life, or in that whichisto come, or in both, 
And tripes for the backe of fooles, ſharpe and ſeuere plagues, 
reſembled by the ſcourging of bondmen, are ina readineſſe 
both for the ſoules and bodies of theſe malicious and incorri- 
gible fookes, which ſhall nor lightly bee chaſtened, bur grie» 
uouſly and extremely rormented, to their deſtruRion, For the 
preparation doth argue ſome exquiſite torture,as fire prep#- Mar.25.41. 
redfor the diuelland his angels : and Topbet prepared of old Eſai.zo.33. 
for that curſed King of Aſſ#r,&c, 


— 
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Verſ. 1. Wine is 4mocker, and frong drinke « raging, and 
whoſoener is deceined thereby, ſhall f bowie CE 


Te] A immoderately taken,6 4 wos- 
Y ker, maketh him a mocker which intemperate- 
ly abuſeth it: avd frong drivke is raging, cau- 
Kh them that are ouer-gone therewirh, to 
4 TP brawle, contend, breake forth into outrage, 
and goe together by the cares. And whoſoener is deceined by it, 
enticed by the colour,ortaſt of it,to exceed init, by drinking 
too often, or too much, ſhell not bee wiſe, either with diuine 
wifcdome, or humane, but ſhew himſelfe a foole, and reape 

theſruir of his folic, 
X - Verſe 
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Verſ.2.The feare of the King is like the roaring of a Lien: | 


that prouoketh him to anger, ſinneth again#t his owne ſoule, 


js feareof the King] His wrath, which triketh aterrour 
into their hearts, with whom he ſheweth himſclfe offen. 
ded, is lil e the roaring of 4 Lion, very feartull and dangerous; 
he that provoketh hins to anger, which incurreth his indigns. 
tion by diſobedience,or any ill demeanour, finneth againit bit 
owne ſoule, not peg 0060s his ſoule with the tranſpreſſion 
of Gods holy Law, bur puttech his life in greatperill, andex- 
poſeth the ſame to the ſentenceof death. 


Verſ. 3. 1t iran honour for a man tocraſe fromſirife : but e- 
wery foole will be mealing. 


| (oh an honour. for a man | It maketh for his praiſe, and pro- 
cureth the tongues and hearts of men to giue himag 
reſtimonie,to ceaſe from ſtrife, either nos to enter into iratall, 
if ypon good conditions, without wrong to Tuſtice,or righte- 
ous caſcs meet to be maintained, he may bce freed fromit, or 
elſe to breake off, and put an end thereto, with as much celeri- 
ty as may be conuenient:: but exery foole will be mealing, luch 
as are vnwiſe on the other ſide, doe loue contentions, and de- 
light to bee ftirring and ftriving vpon euery ſlight occafion, 
Thus Randeth the oppoſition: Itis a mans honour to ceaſe 
from ftrife,and every wiſe man will endeauour to keepe him» 
ſelfe quier : but is a mans reproch to be contentious, yet every 
foole will be.medling, | 


Vetſ. 4. The ſlethfullwill not plow becauſe of Winter, whett- 
fore be ſhall beg in ſummer aud haue nothing. 


ber a ow not plow becauſe of winter ] Heere is a de- 
ſcription of atender and fearefull fluggard. Indeed wins 
teris cold, and the wearherthen ſomtimes biting, but yet " 
aſcaſon meet for plowing, which becauſe.che. aire nppny 
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and ſharp, he letteth alone;by which maner of ſpeech is meant, 
that a ſmall matter will eafily tay an idle perton from tollow- 
ing his calling ,wherfore he ſhallbeg,thall be drivento ſeck re. 
liefe at other mens hands, mm ſommer, in baruelt when his 
neighbors thar rooke paines in duc time, arereaping of their 
commodities, and enioy plenty, which will bee the greater 

e-ſore and hearr-griefe vnto him, becauſe it ji» inthenature 
of luggards to be enuious,and have nothing, he ſhewcth the 
cauſe of his begging,naimely,pennurie and need, when all his 
ſubance is confumed:& ſomrimes it falleth out alſo by Gods 
righreons providence, to bee the ſucceſle of his begging,that. 
noman ſhall be moued with compaſſion towards him,to mi- 
niſter any,or at leaſt ſufficient food or apparell vnto him, 


Verſ. 5. The counſel! in the heart of aman u lihe deepe wa- 
ters but a man of underitanding will draw it ont, 


# Fw comnſell in the heart of a man] The ſecretintent of his 
mind and purpoſe of his heart, which i likg derp waters;is 
by ſome diuers times ſo cunningly hidden, and cloſely con= 
cealed inthe ſecrercorners-and bottome ofthe ſoule, that it is 
ahard matterto ſound or perceiuvethe ſame, But a manof vn- 
deritanding will draw it oxt, he that is indued with witedome 
and diſcretion,will diſcouer and apprehend what practiſes are 
inhand,and what matters are like to be attempted, So it com 
meth topaſſe often, but not alwaies, nor neceflarily, becauſe 
good men are not ſeldome circumuented-by the wiles and 
craftic deuiſes ofthe wicked. . 


Verl.6. Many men will boaft exery one of his goodneſſe, bur 
who ſpall find a faithfull max ? | 


Mz” wen Proud and yaine-pglorious perſons which are 

V Amany will boaſt exery one of his goodnes,will publiſh and: 

ſetabroad the c6mendable qualities which they cake to be in 

themlſelues,8 the kindnes and benefics which they performe 

to'others ; bus whocan find afaitbfull man ? Thelanurogation 
: | , 


A 


rare, buc none at all; yer his meaning is not abſoluelytha 
there are none faichful(tor that would contradid other Seri 
tures, which haue teſtifiedof the vprightnes of ſundry good 
m#e by name,& deſcribed the integrity of others whicharenot 
particularly metioned)but that among theſe braggers, which 
aic ſo forwardto maga:fic rhemſelues, & c<lebratetheir owne 
praiſcs,there is not one fa:1hfiell man to be found, which doth 
good with a good conſcience, in finglenefſe of heart towards 
God, and loue and compaſſion ro his brethren, 


Verſ, 7. He which waiketh in bis vprightneſſe ic inft : ud 
 bliſedſhallbss children be after him, 


H E which walketh in his vprightwes]Thar without diffimy- 
lation, conſtantly endeauoureth ro obey che wil of God, 
labouring to know all that the Lord requireth at his hand,and 
as much as he can performe;al that he knoweth, and that with 
defireto glorific him, and likewiſe with hope to bre rewarded 
himſelfe, s in#}, perfetly righteous by the merits of Chriff 
without him,and righteous by the worke of Gods ho!yſpirit 
within him: axd bleſſedſhailhis children be after im, it ſhall 
both go well with himmfelfe while he liveth(tor ſo much isin» 
tended inthis fentence,thoughnor cxpreſly mevcioned) and 
with his poſterity alſo who ſhall ſucceed him. So dorh he yu» 
ally blefle his ſeruants, burnor at all times, ſome bciug other- 
wiſe recompenſed, and nor in this manner : for mary godly 
men haue no children at all, and others lcauc ſuch bckind 
them, as proue ynhappy and gracelcile. 


Verſ.8. A King that ſitteth on the Threne of indgewent cha» 
ſeth away exery one that ;s emill, 


A King The ſupreme Magiſtrate principally,and others al- 
ſo of great authori ys wpon the Throne of mmitics 
executing his office fairhfaily,chaferk away enery ewill one, of, 
frighteth leaud maleſaRtors, and eicher curteththemoff, & 
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doch import an impoſſibility,that faithfull men are not 
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otherwiſe puniſheth them, or they amend their waies, orflie 
our oſhis juriſdiction, or ar the leaft from his preſence: with 
bir ezez, by looking into cauſes,and raking — of of. 
fences, whether it be by fight or hearing, andeherwithallo he 
daunceth the wicked that appeare before him, his lookes and 
countenance being terrible ynto them, 


Verl. 9. Who can ſay, 1 bane cleanſed my heart, 'ampuw e 
from inne ? 


A ] Hocan ſay | Who can truly and with good warrant 
WIE [ haxe cleanſea my heart, ] have viterly, and 
forcuer freed my ſelfe from all vnlawfull defires,delighes,pur- 
poles,cogitations and motions. He beginnerh ac the hearr,be= 
cauſeit is the fountaine, or at leaſt the ceſterne from whence 
corruption lowethzwhich yer muſt be vnderfiood ot his own 
natural power,and not of grace :and of perfection, and not of 


hocerity:for the Prophet doth truly profefſe that he had cleave Plal,73.13, 


dhis Canton in his rentation it ſeemed to be in vaine, 
which he did by the ſpirit of God,and in part, and by degrees, 
I on cleane from /in, my nature, ſoule and waies are all pure, 
nothing can be laid to my charge,for vnlawfull thoughts, vn- 
righteous ations, ynfruirfu] ſpeeches, good duties at = time 
omitted,or finful works euer commicted;menving by that in- 
terrogation,that no man hath power ſore walke,nor any rea- 
fon (0 to boaſt, Notwithſtanding, this is nothing againſt thar 


haying of $. Pawl : Who ſhall lay any thing to the tharge of Gods Rom.$,33, 


choſen ? [t is God that ins//ifieth, For hee there ſpeaketh of that 
innocency that the godly artaine vnto by remifhon of their 
kns in Gods preſence, who hauing reccived ſatisfaRtion for 
them from Chrift, imputed them<co him, and fully acquitreth 
them : and! Salomon here ſpeakerh ofanother.marrer, that no 
man is throughly purged trom originall corruption, and the 
_ humours that 1flue our of it. Neither let ay wan ob- 


that of S. Joby, Whoſoeucr is borne of God fmnethinor: for Tob.z. s. 
he ſpeaketh not intharplaceof the praRtiic;bur the dominion 


t aregcncrate man yecldeth not obedience viito it, 
2s 


| 
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as a {lane to his maſter, bur-is taken captiue, or receivethy | 


wound,as a ſouldier from his enewy, 


Verſ.10. Diners weights, and. diner meaſures, evenbuh 
theſe are abomination to the Lord, 


[ners weights | One heauier, another lighter, and diver; 

meaſures, one greater, another leſle, ro buy withthe 
greater weight,and greater meaſure,and to ſell by the leſſeor 
lighter,or witha juft weight and meaſure to ſell to the wiſer 
ſort, and with the yniuft ro the ſimpler, w hom they may eafily 
deceijue,both theſe,and all ſuch kinde of crafty and couerou 
dealing, are abomination to the Lord, ſuch abominable iniqui- 
tie as the Lord will ſurely and ſharpely revenge,andpuniſh, 


Verſe 11. Ewen achild will make knoVWvne by hiz connerſation, 
whether he be pure,and whether his worke beright. 


þ cm young nor old can folic hid, but that they willby 
one meanes or other, at one time or other, bewray what 
manner of perlons they are, and what manner of deeds 
doe, If any may beevnknowne, & not made manifeſt in 
thole reſpects, ſurely choſe of younger yeres are moli likelyto 
bee they, who are not tried in ſuch dealings, nor in lo many 
matters as men ofriper age,and yet here it is taught, thatexen 
a cbil4,a youngling, being yer tender, & notgrowne to mans 
eltate, il make hrmſelfe knowne by bus connerſation, by his be- 
havior, by his geſtures, by his ſpeech, by the courſe of his prt- 
Qiles,whether be be pure, whether there be yprightnes,&plain 
meaning in him, without diſfimulation, or groſlc & pro 
leauanes,and whether his work be right, whether that which 
preſencly doth,be with an honeft mind gear whether 
he bc like totakea good courte in the reſt ofhifeto come. For 
even young plants declare by their growing and budding, 
what trees they willproue to be,and whar fruir they wil beare 
hereafter ; ſo little ones often ſhew berimes, what expeRati- 
an isto-bchad of them; they miniſter matrer of hope,orteare 
[0 
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tothem that conuerſe with chem, and defire to ſee grace 
picticin chem. Thisis a dutie laid ypon euery childe,ſo ſoone 
45 heis of any diſcretion, and capable of inſtruRtion, that hee 
en both ſhould enter foorth-with into the good way,and walke con- 
antly therein, howbeir wee confeſle that many faile thereip, 
either through want of good-education, and bringing vp,or 
diver; yeelding afterwards tothe luſts of yourh, decline and fall a- 
ith the wy from this towardlineſſe, which at the. firſt appeared in 


eſſe or them, 

Wi DE 
bers Verſ.12.The Lord bath made both theſe,enen the eare which 
1erous beareth,and the eje which ſeeth, 

” 21 'Tls meaning is , that the Lord hath formed the whole 


 kman, all the pares of his body, thongh hee nameth onely 
ties, theſerwo, as the feates and inſtruments of thoſe noble ſenſes 
of hearing, and ſeeing, which are mentioned with them, and 
theſe,,ogether with all the reſi, he cnableth and quickneth to 
doe their office, | 
| Manyhaueeyes,and yetare depriued of the vie and benefit 
thereof : many haue eares, and yet are oppreſſed with ſuch 
deaffenes,as that they vnderſtand little of that which is ſpoken 
vatothem : many haue legs, and feere, and are poſſeſſed with 
ſuch lameneſſe, as that they can neither runne nor goe : many 
have armes and hands, and yet are ſo full of imbecillicie, and 
weakneſſe, withpalfies,and ether difcaſes,as that they are able 
to doe no manner-of worke, But as the naturall vſe 'of mans 
ſenſes, and members,are of Gods creation.and by his blefſing, 
ſoaſter a ſpeciall manner is the ſpirituall,being promiſed as a 
peculiar fauour to his owne led, who onely enioy the effica» 
ce, from vertue,and fruite of his Goſpell. Then (ſaith the Pro» Ifai.z 5.5.6. 
phet)/hall the eyes of the blinde be lightened, and the eares of 
the draffe be opened, Then ſhall the lame man leape, 4s ax Hart, 


le 
_ 
ke and the duxrne mans tongue ſhall ſing. 
re 
ti. 
re 
” 


__Verſ.t3. 


PROVERBS. cha. 
Verſe 13. Lowe not ſleepe,leſt thew come vieto powerss 
thine e3e1,a9d thon ſhalt be ſatisfiedwith bread, Powertic ; open 


| Hines not ſleep, Though God grant thee libertie totakethy | 
reſt, and to refreſh thy wearie body with ſleepe, yet love t þ 
wor, delight nor too much in ir, give nor thy ſelte ynto it, not 
vic it excefſiuely,nor otherwiſe giue ouer thy (clfe toſlothful. 

nes: for vnder immoderate ſleepe which is oneexerciſc there- 4 
of,he cemprehendeth all the rett,/eſt rhow come toponertie,this 
he alleageth as a reaſon, why he would not haue men to betoo 
fleepy and ſlochfull, becauſe ſuch idlenes begetteth and bring- 
eth forth beggerie. Open thine eyes, be watchful,and diligent- 
y apply thy bulicetle in thy calling:for many aretoo wakeful 
or playes,and cards,and dice,aid dauncing,anddrinking,and 
other diſorders : and thow ſhalt be ſatisfied with bread, it ſhall 
goe well with thee, and by thine honeſt labours and induſty, 
thou ſhalt poſſeſſe, if not abundance of all things neediull for 
thine eftate, yet enough, and ſo much as thou ſhalt be content 
with,and by Gods blefling finde very ſufficient. 


306 


Verſ.14.1t is nanght,it is naught, ſaith the buyer : but when 
he is gone apart he boaſteth, 


; at nanght, it is naught,] Albeit the ware cheapened be 
good,and well worth the price demanded by the ſeller, yet 
the couetous buyer,ro the end hee may get it berter cheape, 
whiles hee is bidding money for ie diforaiſeth ir to the ytrer- 
molt:but wht he is pone apart,he boaſteth,after he bath bought 
the thing, and behinde the ſellers backeyhe praiſerh bis har 
gaine, both for the goodnefſe ofthe commod-tie, and for the 
good peny-worth which he had therein. And bereby in like 
manner the diſpoſition and behauiour of the ſeller isrobey- 
derftood, whichis as forwards to.extoll, and fer out that which 
is bad,as the other to finde fault with that which is good, For 
if they be both falſe and wicked, as this teſtimonie con ww 


"Poſe 15.16. 
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none other, chey will depart with their owne,with no more 
truth, and equitie, then they ſecke to come by another mans, 
andthe Lord doth as much looke into,and loathe the iniuftice 
of the one,as of the other, | 


Verſ.1 5. There js gold, and a multitude of preci ous flones: but 
the lips of kyowledge are a precious lewell. 


He abilitie,and conſcience,and vſe of fruitfull peaking is 
Then commended by Compariſon, being preferred before 
thoſe things which are of greateſt eſtimation in the world, 
there is 1 great ſtore of it, in Mynes,in Coyne, in Plate, in 
Chaines,and Ornaments, & diuerſly yſed,& much defired, and: 
ſerby,and 4 mwltitude of precroms ſtones, great varictie of rich 
lemmes, as Diamonds, Carbuncles, Rubies, Iaſpers,Saphires, 
Emerauds,&c, and many ofthe ſeucrall ſorts of theſc, bx: rhe 
lip of knowledge,the mouth,and lips of a podly wiſe man, vt- 
tering that ſound and holy knowledge which dwelleth in his 
heart,are 4precioxs Jewell, furmount,and are more worth then 
al the treaſures before mentioned, and therefore more to be 
accounted of, 


Ver{.16. Take his garment that is ſuretie for a ſtrange man,, 
and make bim gine a pledge that vndertaketh for « ſtrange wo- 
nian, . 


TH bis garment] Receiue a ſufficient pawne ofhim, and 
yronge tor thine owge indemnitie, that thou be not de- 
fraudedof that which thou lendeRt, and if nobecter ſecuritie 
can bee giuen thee, receiue and keepe his Cloake, or Gowne, 
or Coate,that is ſuretie for a ſtranger, which giuerh bis word 
for ſuch as he ought not: for ſume ynacquainted with ys,ma 
dee yndertaken torin their diftrefſes, when their neede dot 
wftly require that helpe, which wee cannot of our ſelues mini= 
vnto them, and yet may prociire by our word, at another 
mans hand : and ſome well knowne vato vs,andof our neereft 


;may be ſtrangers in this caſe, yea the beter imowet, 
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che more vnfic chat we ſhould promiſe for them, having ee 

rience of their ynſufficiencie, or vnfaithfulnes, Farms 14 
leaue a gage that vndertaketh for a firange woman, \ frmy 

woman inthe Scriprures,is vſually and euery 

we remember to the contrary,taken for an harlor, orwhorſh 
woman ; the ſenſe ſeemethyro-bee,thatif any man would offer 
to giue his word for an harlots debts, or take vp oughtin his 
owne name to beſtow on a whore, he ſhould not be taken,zor 
haue any thing lent-ynto him, without a morgage, or compe- 
tent pledge, or ſuch ſound{pecialry, as will cerrainly coun- 
reruaile . which he is bound -for. Theliberty andlj 
mitation of ſuretiſhip hath been ſomwhat more ſpoken of i 
the clenenth Chapter,verſ[.1 5. 


Ver. 17. The bread of deceit i ſweet to a man : but after- 
ward: bis month ſhall be filled with grauel, 


— whole ſentence is allegoricall, wherein vnlawful 
gaine is reſembled co food, the delighttharir firſt brn- 
geth tothe pleaſant taſte of delitious meares, the minde to 1 
mans mouth, and the miſchiefes that follow to grit,or little 
ones, which are very offenſive to the teeth. The breadofde- 
deit, all manner of maintenance,or commodities, craftily,cru- 
elly,or by any yniuſt meanes compaſſed, and gotten,is ſweet 
80 4 man,maketh a worldling andan ynrighteous perſonioy- 
full and glad : but afterwards, either in his life cime, orathy 
death,or inthe world to come,bis month ſpal be filled withgra- 
well, ſome great and grieuous miſeries ſhall befall him. Forti- 
ther his conſcience will Ringand bire him, and ſo he ſhall bee 
vexed with feares and horrours, or eHethe hand of Godwill 
inflig a and plagues yporthim,and ſoheeſhall bee 


© ouerwhelmed with anguiſh and torments, 


Verſ.18. 'Efabliſh. thy thougbe: by counſel, and by proden 


adviſe make warre, 


HEE giveth intheſe words a caueat, that no man ſhould 
eco much on his own iudgement,nor t00 
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naſe 19. 

{oo direQion.,.Eftablih thy thee by counſell, thar:thy 
purpoſes be nor variable and yncon(tant;andthar- thy procee- 
dings be not without proſperous ſuccefle,and fo vncomforta- 
ble: make as ſure workeas thou canſt, both to confirmethy 
mind, and to manage thine affaires inthe be(t manner, and 
therefore communicate thy macters with ſuch thy friends as 
are both wiſe and faithfull.-Andlooke well to thisthat Gods 
holy word be one, and the chiefe,cuen beſt regarded,avd moſt 


obeyed of all thy counſellors, ſo that nothing bee practiſed, or 


hearkened to,againſt it, Andby prudent aunice mike warre,cl- 

ially.in all maccers of weight, of which ſort war is, (where« 
in the eſtates of Countries, andthe liues of many perſons are 
hazarded)let nothing be raſhly attempred,bur all things well 
conſidered of,and conſultation had with men of piety, vader- 
Randiog, skill, and experience. 


Verſe 19. With htm that geeth about 45 4 landere?, diſcls- 
ſag aſecret, and with hin that flatrereth with bu lips, idyne not 


thy ſelfe, ; | 


A Lbeititis a good thing to take counſell, yer it is not ſafe 
for a man to communicate his affairesto all ſorts of per- 
ſons: for if a ſecret bee not kept, counſell is made fruſtrate. 
Wherefore hee giueth a caueat to beware, among others, of 


two kinds of people eſpecially, wherof the firſt are ſlanderers, . 


and tale-tellers, whom ( as hee did inthe eleventh Chapter, 
ver. 13.) he reſemblerhro Pedlers, who mingle ſundry forts 
of wares egber, ang goe from place to place to vtter thoſe 
ings which they haue receined from others, for that they 
tothis man, which they beard. of that, and wander 

bicher and thither to gather vp tales to tell whereſoener 1 

tome,and commonly mts 1 otherwiſe, and farre w 
thenthey heard them; neither is there any thing thar they can 
conceale, what dangers or miſchiefes ſocuer thediſclofing of 
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and gloze with their tongues; pretending leue,and profeſſing | 
good liking, when they doe onely thee to be madexc, 
quainted with thy purpoſes. | 


Verſ.20, He that curſeth his father or his mother, ſhallhawe 
hi light put in extreme darkeneſſe. 


H E that eurſeth his father or mother | Which ynercthims 
precations,railing andreuiling ſpeeches, ſcoffes &iefts, 
or any manner ot dcſpitefull words againlt both his parents, 
or either of them, to their face, or behind their backes,or aſter 
whart fort ſoeuer hee declareth by his words the bitterneſſe of 
his heart, to bring them to contempt, and to profeſle how 
lightly and baſely hee eftcemeth of them, ſhalt haxe his light 
put ont in extreme darkeneſſe, all his proſperity, which inthe 
Scripture is often compared to light, ſhall be turnedintowoe 
aud miſery,which is viually tearmed by the name of darknes, 
And this he ſheweth ſhall not be ordinarie, and ſuch an affli. 
Qion as commenfanlrs are correRed withall, but exceeding 
grieuous and fearefull,as appezreth by the Epithete extroame, 
oras it is inthe Hebrew text, the blacknefle of darkneſle, 


Verſ.21. An heritage is baftily gotten at the beginning, bu 
the end thereof ſhall not bebleſſed. ER 


p . oc heritage\[.ands, goods, money, offices, or promoti- 
, ons,and the hke, & haFt:ly gotten at the Pepionngen of 
many wicked men quickly atchiued by evill meanes, our the 
ond thereof jhall noogs bleſſed, the iſſue of it ſhall bee vahoppy 
& curſed, partly in this: w_ 
andRopperh their way from eternall life, and parthy inthis, 
thaticislike to be as badly fpent as irwas ill gorren, and hee 
thatroſe vp to wealth ſo ſuddenly, may as ſuddenly, orbylt- 
_ ol imo want ; a$it is ſaid, a ma wiokedey 

vth to riches,and howeth not that poneyty ſhall come'vyun 
him. And the theugbts of the daligent doe ſurely bring abu 
det bt whefrmer i hafy commit foro yo pre? 


reſpe&thart iris a ſhate'to their ſouls; 


| 
| 
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in this that it bringeth them many perturbations and 
troubles whiles they retaine ir. 


Verſ.22, Say not, I will recompenoe exill, waite on the Lord, 
and be will ſane thee. 


Ay not, I will recompence enil{] Be ſo farre from revenging 
ru ſelfe indeed, for injuries done ynto thee, as not in 


words to threaten, or in minde to purpoſe any vengeance, Bur 
taite on the Lord, commend thy cauſe vnto him, and (tay his 
leifure till he deliver thee,ord be will ſave thee, he faith ngt,hee 
willreuenge thee,and plague them, though he will do'ſo, vn- 
lefſe our aduerſaries repent, yer he would nor haue vs ſo much 
tothinke of,or defire that,gs ro pur our truſt in him, referring 
our ſelues wholly to that which ſeemeth him goed to doe, 
without deſiring hurt to them which do vs hurt : defence and 
faluation to our felues is rhat which wee muſt ſeeke for, and 
pray (as out Saujourboth did and taught ) that our enemies 
mayrather be pardoned then puniſhed, Now theſe words are 
addedto the former, both as a reaſon thereof, and an anſwere 
toan obieQion that might bee vrged,oratleaſt conceived - 
gainft the Precept in the firſt clauſe : If T revenge nor wrongs, 
I ſhall be vndone with wrongs, every matt will boldly tread 
yon me, Nay, ſaith hee,thereis no ſuchperill,the Lord will 
take the cauſe into his hand, and helpe thee, and chongh it bee 
not ſoapparant ar firſt, yer thou ſhalt percciue it at laſt thar 
he is thy proteQtor, it being his office ro-defend the intiocent, 
Indoppteſſed, And whereas it is faid thache will ſave ſuch as 


wiite ypon him, it is tot {b ro be ynderftood, that hee will als. 


waies deliver them that are wronged from their preſentmo- 
leftations and troubles,chat the adtcrfarie ſhall be compelled 
tolurceaſe his praQtiſes : for mary are vexed and purſued as 
lotig a5 they Tue, and yet depend ypot God with faith and pa- 


tehee* but though they contitae inafflitions riltheir death, 


Fet Hetein! they finde him trite of bis promiſe, thar hee maketh 


them ouetcome their crietties;and aduerfities;and arc vitori- 
ous by faith and patience, ard thereby obraine crernall ſal 
444% Y 2 uation, 
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314 Proves. Chapirn: | 
vation,to the whichthe children of God oughtprincipallyra 
_ aſpire, - 


Verſ. 23. Digers weights are abomination tathe Lard, ind 


deceitfull balances are not good. 


D Iners weights are abomination to the Lord\ The Lord 
doth hate the finne which is committed by makingof 
greater and ſmaller weights and meaſures, whereby men are 
defrauded of cheir right ; and as'he deteficth the ſhnne, fo will 
he plague the finner,and n.ake him taſte of his diſpleaſure, aad 
deceirfallbalances are not good, Balances by whichmen veto 
deceive, as being too luife, ortoo great, or any way ftaudu- 
lent,are not pts neither be they allowed as lawfull and ware 


rantable, but condemned as vniuſt and ſintull, neither bring 
they any profic to thoſe that vie them, though for a timerhey 
ſeeme gainfu!l ynto them, bur turne totheir hurt anddettis 
; ment,as atlaſt they ſhall find in their eſtates, or conſcientes, 


Verſ. 24. The ſteps of man are of the Lord: and what doth a 
wan vnderitand of his way ? 


if doo of man are of the Lord) The Lord by his provi- 
dence hath the appointment of the cogitations, purpoles, 
ations, and ſpeeches of all men, together with the ſucceſles, 
and cuents of al that they deale in,their goings out,their come 
mings in, their mouvings and. ſtirrings. are nor by their awne 
ſtrength, but by the power and will of the Almighty _ 
hat cannot go alone, butiis borne in armes, bath 110r ſo.mue 
aiſauce from the Nurce or keeper to yphold jiim,orto teach 
him how to goe, or ſet his foor forwards, asthe wilelt, dr 
ſirongeftreceivethfromGed, Andafter aſpeciall/ manner by, 
his grace andfpirit, hee direRerh andguide;) the hearts and! 
waics of his people forhis-owne {eryices,and their ſahuatifhs 
eArud what doth 4 man wnder and of his way. Who hath. 
wiſedome and knowledge 'of. himſelfe. rightly £0 order his, 
affaires,and co diſcernetheeffcts andiGues ofchat which ies, 


-» 
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takeh in hand, and to foreſee the things which ſhall be- 


fall him . 
| Verſ.25. /t is a ſnare for a man to denawre that which is ſan- 
, and lied, and after the vowes to call backe, 
Tis 4 ſnare for a man | This facriledge deſcribed in the 
Lord words tollowing, is paſſing dangerous, tending to the de- 
ngof ftruction of the partie committing it, as the food ynder the 
n are net,or within the compaſle of the grinne, doth to the ſlaugh- 
> will ter of the birds, and the baite ypon the hooke to the death of 
and the fiſh, to dewonre that which u ſanttified, to peruert thoſe 
{eto things which are by Gods ordinance appointed for his ſer- 
udy- vices, from the right vic of chem, to his owne priuate gaine 
Ware and commoditie. When this Scripture was written, diuers 
ring things were valawfull for any to care, but for the Priefts and 
they Leuites onely,vnlefle it were in caſe of neceſſity,as the ſhew- 
etti- bread,and ſundry oblations in the Temple, and tithes,and firſt 
oy fruites of trees, &&c Now he alludeth thereunto, and compre. 
hendeth vnder theſe all other things of like vſe,and deſtinated ( 
tha to the ſame maineend, co ſerue for his worſhip, Anditis not / 


onely fintull and perillous to robbe God of thoſe things 
which himſelfe doth chalenge,or his ſeruancs haue dedicated 
tohim, but to detaine, or Feke to recouer againe that which 
our ſelues hane voluntarily couenanted with our lips,or harts 
to give vnto him, or to any good vics. And therfore he ſaith, 

ter the vowes to call ra & cither to wiſh the vow vnmade, 
orto withhold the thing which in heart hath been vowed, or 
in ſpeech promiſedto him. | 

This God forbiddeth in his law,where he ſaith: /frhou haſt Deut,23.u1, 
vowed a vow vnto the Lord, deferre not topay it : for the Lord” 
thy God will require it of thee,and it will bee a ſane in thee : but 
if thou ab/taineit from vowing,it ſhall uot be a ſinne. 


Verſe 26, Awiſe King ſcattereth the wicked, and turneth 
the wheele oner them, 


JO gouernour is in this ſentence compared to a 
Skilfull Husbandman: for as the Husbandman m_— 
Y3 
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eth or fanneththe corne, tothe end rhe chaffe may be ſevered 


from the pure graine: ſo a wiſe King , er godl 
ſeattereth the wicked, breaketh the knor of drunkards, 
Kers, theeues, robbers, ſeditious perſons, and other malefa. 
tors, and twrneth the wheele oner them, inflierh ſharpe pu- 
niſhments vpon them, as they vſed in thoſe countries to bext 
out the hard corne with a cart wheele, as may appeare by the 
teftimonic of the Prophet [ſaiah, who reſembling the Lords 
moderate and wiſe proceedings to that courſe which the 
threſher taketh in dealing with his corne, faith : Fuches are 
not threſhed with an iron inſtrument, neither ſhall a cart wheels 
be turned aboat vpon the Cummin, but the Fitchts are beaten 
out with a affe .and Cummin with arod. Freadcorne when it i 
threſhed, he doth not alwaies threſh, neither doth the wheele 
of his cart ſtill make 4 noyſe, neither will bee breakg it with the 
teeth thereof. 


Verſ.27. The light of the Lord « the breath. of man, and 
ſearcheth «ll the bowels of the bellie. 


Ta light ef the Lord| That grace which out of his loue,he 
worketh by his word, and. infuſeth by his ſpirit, «the 


| breath of man, the very life and felicity of a godly man, 4nd 


ſearcheth all the bowels of the bellie ; findech out molt deep and 
ſecret things: it cauſeth himeo knowthe hidden counlelsof 
CGod,and = Rate of his owne ſoule : for as the words 4diſo 
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the beart, lo is informeth 
the man in whom itdwelleth with the nature and quali of 
the ſame,that he may iudge himſelfe with righteous wie 
ment, diſcouering his corryptions tobe corruptions, 20d My 
graces to be graces,that hee ſhall neither approve of the one 
ſort as if they were vertues, nor condomane the other for ill» 
ſions : or at leaſt (though ſometimes Gods children in tent# 
tions doe faile on both fides ) yet they be cafily reduced from 
their errour by the miniſtery of the word, or by wholoſome 
conference with godly Chriſtians : whereas the bearts ofzhe 
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kom themſclues,that they could never looke into them (for 
the word which we ate bowels, doth ſignifie chambers) 
and they doe with no more ſound ynderftanding apprehend, 
eitherthe myſteries of ſalvation, orthe conſtitution of their 
owneſoules, then with their bodily eye they can ſee whatis 
intheir intrels and belly, 


Verl. 28. Mercy and truth preſerne the King : for his throne 
fall be etabliſhedwith mercy, 


MEE? and compaſſion towards ſuch as are oppreſ- 
ſed, and mildneſſe and lenity towards penitent offen- 
ders,and benigniry and kindnefle, fo far as opportunity fer- 
veth co ſhew the ſame towards all loyall ſubics : a»d truth, 
adminiſtration of Iuftice, whereby euery one hath his due : 
good men encouragement; euill men correQion : and all men 
the enioymentof thoſe things which are their owne, and by 
right appertaine vnto them : preſerme the King, procure the 
ſafety of perſon, ſtate, and honour, both of Kings, and all 0- 
ther great perſonages inauthority : for h4s throve, his kingly 
dignity and power, wherof the throne is a figne and repreſen- 
tation, /hall be etablifhed,made the more ſure ; and continued 
the longer to himſelfe or his potterity, 6y mercy, aflociared 
with trfith and righreouſnefſſe : for as here he exprefſerth that, 
andintenderh the other, fo elſewhere he exprefſeth the other, 
and that is intended,as chap. 16, verſ. 12. /t « an abomination 
for Kings to commit wickedneſſe : for the throne ts eftabliſhed 


by inftice, _ 


Verl. 29, The glory of young men « their ftrength,andthe 
honour of the and the gray ra.lhy 7 


T- ylory of the young is their ſtrength, ] It is an ornament 
vntothem,and praiſe for them to be ſtrong, valianr, and 
full of agility and courage, if they vie theſe gifts well, and ex- 
ecilethem profitably in their callings, and for the good of 
the Common-wealth whercin they liue : for otherwiſe if = 
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eth or fanneththe corne,tothe end the chaffe may be ſevered 
from the pure graine: ſo a wiſe King , or godly Magiſtrate 
ſeattereth the wicked, breaketh the knot of Frankards game. 
ers, theeues, robbers, ſeditious perſons, and other malefa. 
Qors, and tarneth the wheele oner them, inflicteth ſharpe pu. 
niſhments vpon them, as they vſed in thoſe countries tobex 
out the hard corne with a cart wheele, as may appeare by the 
teltimonie of the Prophet [ſaiah, who reſembling the Lords 
moderate and wiſe proceedings to that courſe which the 
threſher taketh in dealing with his corne, faith : Fucher.are 
Iai.z8,27 28. not threſhed with an iron inſtrument, neither ſhall a cart wheel 
be turned aboat pon the Cammin, but the Fitch#s arebeaten 
ont with a ah, 0 Cummin with arod, Freadcorne when it is 
threſhed, he doth not alwaies threſh, neither doth the wheels 


of hus cart /fillmake 4 noyſe, neither will hee breake it with the 
teeth thereof. 


Verſ.27. The light of the Lord is the breath of man, and 
ſearcheth ll the bowels of the bellie. 


T2 light ef the Lord] That grace which out of his loue,he 
worketh by his word, and.infuſeth by his ſpirit, «the 
breath of man, the very life and felicity of a godly man, aud 
fearcheth all ihe bowels of the bellie ; findech ouc moſt deep and 
ſecret things: it cauſeth himto knowthe hidden counſels of 
CGod,and = Rate of his owne ſoule : for as the words 4djſ+ 
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart, ſoitinformet 
the man in whom itdwelleth with the nature and quidys 
the ſame,that he may iudge himſclſe with righteous w 4 
ment, diſcovering his corryptions tobe corruptions, 4nd 

graces to be graces,that hee ſhall neither approve of the on 
ſort as if they were vertues, nor copdemne the other for ill» 
fzons : or at leaſt though ſometimes Gods children in tentd 
tions doe faile on both fides ) yet they be caſily reduced from 
their errour by the miniſtery of the word, or by wholoſome 
conference with godly Chriſtians : whereas the hearts ofthe 
wicked wanting Calinhs, are like dazke chambers lockes 


Vaſe 
from 
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thomſclues,that they could neuer looke into them (for 
the word which we tranſlate bowels, doth fignifie chambers) 
and they doe with no more ſound ynderftanding apprehend, 
eitherthe myfteries of ſalvation, orthe conſtitution of their 
owneſoules, then with theic bodily eye they can ſee whatis 
intheirintrels and belly, 


Verſ. 28. Mercy and truth preſerne the King : for his throne 
ſoall be eftabliſhedwith mercy. - 


MEPPP and compaſſion towards ſuch as are oppreſ- 
ſed, and mildneſſe and lenity rowards penitent offen- 
ders,and benigniry and kindnefle, fo far as opporiunity ſer- 
veth to ſhew the ſame towards all loyall ſubicRs : and rruth, 
adminiſtration of Iuftice, whereby euery one hath his due : 
good men encouragement; euill men correction : and all men 
the enioyment of thoſe things which are their owne, and by 
right appertaine vnto them : preſerwe the King, procure the 
ſafety of perſon, ſtate, and honour, both of Kings, and all 0- 
ther great perſonages in-authority : for hs throve, his kingly 
dignity and power, wherof the throne is a figne and repreſen- 
ration, ſhall be eftabliſhed,made the more ſure ; and continued 
the longer to himſelfe or his potterity, 6y mercy, aflociated 
withtrfith and righreouſneſſe : for as here he exprefſeth thar, 
andintenderh the other, ſo elſewhere he exprefſeth the other, 
and that is intended,as chap, 16, verſ.12. /t is an abomination 
for Kings to commit wickedneſſe : for the throne is eftabliſhed 


by inftice, _ 


Verl. 29. The glory of young men u their ſtrength andthe 
honour of the axes the gray head, / 


Hh glory of the young tis their ſtrength, | Iris an ornament 
vntothem,and praiſe for them to be ſtrong, valiant, and 
full of agility and courage, if they vſe theſe gifts well, and ex- 
ecciſethem profitably intheir callings, and for the good of 
the Common-wealth whercin they liue : for otherwiſe if wy 
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be boyſterous, violent, and giuen to fighting and quarre 
eſpecially if heyinbelderchatefioen hevenich nbif 
ries,or ſuch like villanies, they are no more commendable in 
them, the is the ſtrength of great Beares,or other wild beaſts 
which are noyſome and hurrfull : Geliab, and Og, and the A. 
»akims,and other Giants were tall men, yeahuge and Rong, 
and yetare neither praiſe worthie,nor praiſed : and the honour 
of the aged u the gray head, the white haires which publiſh 
their anciencie, and the multitude of yeeres which they have 
lived,doe bring credit and reverence vnto them, ſo that they 
be garniſhed with grauity,wiſdome,and other vertues,as itis 
ſaid, Old age ts a crawne of glory, when it is found inthe way of 
rTighteonſneſſe.chap. 16. verl. 31. 


Verſ. 30. The bleWneſſe of the wound ſerneth topurge the e+ 
will, and the ſtripes within the bowels of the belle, 


He blewneſſe of the wound, | Sharpe correQions, and ſe- 

uere puniſhments which ace argued by the effects, or 
fignes thereof, ſerneth to purge the-enill, is the ordinance of 
God,together withrebukes and inſtructions, to draw diuers 
perſons rhat will not otherwiſe be reclaimed out of their fins, 
and the ftripes within the bowels of the bellie, ſuch Rrokesas 
pierce inwardly,and make the heartto ake : not thar in cha- 
Rifng it is lawfull ro ftrike ſo hard, or ſo much, or to vſe ſuch 
rods, or ſcourges as will pierce into the intrailes; for that 
were to indanger life,and to put to death, bur hee ſheweththe 
manner how the cuill is cured, where the correction taketh 
good effeR,that itentrethinto the inward parts, affeReththe 
{oule with ſorrow and feare,and not only the body with pain 
and ſmart : that the mindis no leffe touched with it thentbe 
fleſh. In this ſenſe was the ſame word vſed in the ſeuenand 
tewentieth verſ, The light of the Lord ſearcheth into the bowels; 
ar chambers of the bell. 
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Verſe 1. The heart of the King ts in the hand of the Lord : as 
the rivers of water, he twrneth it whitherſoener he will, 


He heart) The aftetions, will, and purpoſes'of 
the King, of all great perſonages and rulers, 
in the hand of the Lord, in his power, and at his 
diſpoſing. It is a borrowed ſpeech from men, 
who ſhew their Rrength, and performetheir 
aQions, principally by their hands, / Now this js true alſo of 
lubie&s, and inferiour perſons: Forall mens hearts are in his 
bands, but hee nameth Kings, becauſe they of all othersare 
moſtabſolute,& nor ſubic&ro the comandment of any crea- 
ture; and therefore his power doth the more appearein the 
ruling and ouerruling of them, and it followeth by conſe- 
quentthat none other can reſiſt him: and this hee illuſtraterh 
by a compariſon fro the like, the riners of waters,the fireames, 
flouds,and rides, thoſe headie, violent, and boyſterovus crea- 
tures, which no man, or all men can tame or gouerne,andyer 
by him are commanded, reſtrained, and ably ordered; as 
werethe red ſea, and Iordan,and the greatinundationin No- 
4:1 time, when God called vp the huge depthes out of the 
earth, and opened the windowes of heauen to let downe 
flouds from aboue, thatall theſe waters ſhould meertoge-= 
ther to couer the earth, and yet in a ſhort time (by his ap- 
pointment) they all returned to their places, without any ſtay 
or lingering. He twrneth it whitherſoener he will, his grace gui- 
&th the godly, his power driueth the wicked, and-his proui- 
dencepreuaileth with both, that they,and allcheir derermins- 
tions are wholly at his diſpoſing : yet doth he not giue anyof 
them commandement,cncouragement, or toleration to doe 

euil, neither infuſeth corruption into their hearts, whereby he 


ſhould become the authour of their cuill doings, That 
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which he affirmeth and teacher, is, thatthe Lord hath apr. 
uident hand in the gouerning of all gouernours, The digni 

and preheminence ouer their ſubicRs, is very vegeniibg 
full, bur farre inferiour to his owne ouer them. For hee ruleth 
inthe heart, which they cannot deale with; and effeQually di. 
receth euery ation of all commanders, which no comman- 
der hath power to doe, inthe ſcuerall affaires of his vnder. 
lings : hee maketh them flexible to his purpoſes, and boweth 
their minds which way it pleaſeth him : whetheritbetoſhew 
fauor,as one Pharaoh did to /acob,in [ofephs time; or todeale 
vniuſtly and cruelly as another Pharaoh did to Iacobs ſeed af. 
ter /oſephs death : and this commeth to paſle, becauſe he made 
the men,and faſhioneththeir hearts :hee giuerh chem the po- 
wer of ſence, of coyiration and purpoſe; allthe motions of 
life are his gitt, becauſe hee hach not onely made them crea- 
tures, and men, but Potentates alſo, and mighty men-: their 
greatheſſe is as well from him, as their ſubRance and being, 
& therfore both the one and the other muſt needs be for him, 


Verſ.2. Ewery way of a NG 6s right in bis owne «yes : but the 
Lord pondereth the heart, 


g—_ and ignorant perſons, the moſt ſottiſhand fooliſh 
of all others, are ſo inamoured with che liking of their 
owne doings,and giuen to flatter themſcluesin the eſtimati- 
on of their owne courſes,asthat they deeme all ro be well per- 
formed which they manage, andnothing — of repre- 
henfion which they ſay orenterpriſe;bee irneuer ſoyn 

andabſurd, Whileft Pas/ lived withourthe knowledge of the 
{aw,andinthe continuall tranſgreſſion thereof, he moſt glori- 
ed in the happineſſe of hiseftate : be rhought himlſelfe thento 
be alre, norwithftanding that ſin lined and raipned in him, 
to the death of his ſoute, 'and ſ© to his danamation, had not 
Chriſt by grace delivered hinvfromthe:fame, And our Saul 
our fore-{ignifted to his ſernanrs wheremrenyriey ſhut 
lookefor at the hands of ſuchas' bad no knowledge of hit, 
that they wouldthinkethat they didan-acceptable w—_— 
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God, when violent] they ſhould kill chem, 7: :he Lordpou- 
dah the beart, he firiQtly ard narrowly examineth,as it were 
with weights in a ballance, whether iheir purpoſes and affe. 

&ons be lincere, or etherwiſe,and finding them failing there= 
in, heconuinceth chem to be culpable aad faiilty,how glorie 
ous ſocuer their ations appeare to themlelues and others, 
And chus much Chriſt himſelfe gave the bragging aud concei- 
ted Phariſes to vaderſtand, when he ſaid: ye are they which: in 
Sife your ſelues before men, but God kyoweth your hearts: for 1,v1,16.15, 
that which s highly efteemed among men,is abomination in the 


{gbt of God, 


Verſ.3. To doe inflice and indgement, is more acceptable to 
the Lord than ſacrifice. 


; Þo doe in//ice and indgement.] To performethe workes of 

equity, loue,and mercy co men, with other duticsof righ- 

teouſneſſe commanded in the ſecond table, from an vpright 

heart, s more acceptable, better pleaſing ro the Lord,and brin- 

pet more recompence, than ſacrifice, than without them, all 

ors of gifts, 0blations, andother leuiticall rites, preſcribed in 

the ceremoniall law,or that meere externall act of Gods wor- 

ſhip,preſcribed in the marall law,as making of Praiers,finging 

ofPlalms, reading of the Scriptures, hearing ofSermons,recel- 

uing of the Sacraments,obſeruing ofthe Sabbath,&c. This ex- 

pobtion we haue out of the Prophet /ſaiah: Bring-na more ob1e- 

liens jncence 1s ay abomingtion vnto.methe new movnes er Sal Tink. 1.32.1 
baths, the calling of yojur aſſemblies I cannot away with,it 1s ine | $016.17; he 
quite enen the [olemne meeting. Tour new moones, and your ſa» 

lene fra? 5 my ſoule hateth : they are a trouble to me, 1 am « 

wear} tobeare them. And when you ſpread forth your hands ! mil 

bule mine cigs fram. you: when you mate many proiers,l willnot 

beare 104: aur bands are, full of bloagd;maſh yon,make yes cleaue 

Mut arapthe enill of your do s frem before mine cies : learne. tq 

ka iug ment, relieue the fatherle(ſe, pleade for the 

Sc, 
Jo then that which he teagherh,is,thar che more fubRanci- DR 5.24, 


Uapy duty is, ſoa greater cares ro bee had for the perfor- wch.s,6,r. 
mance 


Pſal. 33.15. 


Rom-.7.9. 


loh.164. 
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which he affirmeth and teacherh, is, that the Lord hath a pro. 
uident hand inthe gouerning of all gouernours, The digni 
and preheminence ouer their ſubieRs, is very grating 
full,bur farre inferiour to his owne ouer them, For hee ruleth 
in the heart, which they cannot deale with; and effeQually di. 
recteth euery ation of all commanders, which no comman- 
der hath power to doe, inthe ſcuerall affaires of his vnder. 
lings : hee makerh them flexible to his purpoſes, andboweth 
their minds which way it pleaſeth him : whetherit betoſhew 
fauor,as one Pharaoh did to /acob,in [ofephs time; or todeale 
vniuſtly and cruelly as another Pharash did to Jacobs (eed af- 
ter /oſephs death : and this commeth to paſſe, becauſe he made 
the men,and faſhioneththeir hearts :hee giuerh them che po- 
wer of ſence, of coyitation and purpoſe; allthe motions of 
life are his gitr, becauſe hee hach not onely made them crea- 
tures, and men, but Potentates alſo, and mighty men: heir 
athefſe is as well from him, as their ſubRance and being, 
& therfore both the one andthe other muſt needs be for him, 


Verſ.2. Ewery way of a man is right in his owne «yes : but the 
Lord pondereth the heart, 


=—_— and ignorant perſons, the moſt ſortiſhand fooliſh 
of all others, are ſo ivamoured with the liking of their 
owne doings,and giuen to flatter themſclues in the eſtimati- 
on of their owne courſes, asthar they deeme all ro be well per- 
formed which they manage, and nothing. worthy of repre- 
henfion which they fay orenterpriſe;bee irweuer ſo'yn 

and abſurd. Whileſt Pas/ lined without the knowleago of the 
law,and inthe continuall tranſgrefſion thereof,he moſt glori- 
ed in the happineſſe of his eftate : he chought himlſelfe thento 
be alme, norwithftanding that ſin lived and raigned in him, 


to the death of his ſoule, 'and ſ> to his damnation, had not 


Chriſt by grace delivered hinyfrom the fame. And our Saut- 
our fore-{ignified to his ſernancs nh; ors they ihot 
looke for at the hands of ſuchas bad no knowledge of him, 


 tharthey wouldthinkerhat they didn acceptable ſervice to 


God 


w_— -= ww. 2 ww AO  8Q1h_ am 


ze we 


"Vaſt 3-  ROVERDDS * 92 
God, when violently they ſhould kill chem, 7c the Lordpon- 
rib the beart, he ſriily ard narrowly examineth,as it were 
with weights ina ballaace, whether iheir purpoſcs and affe. 
&ons be incere, or otherwiſe, and finding them failing there. 
in, he conuinceth chem to be culpable aad faulty,how glorie 
ous ſocuer their ations appeare to themielues and others. 
And thus much Chriſt himſelfe gave the bragging aud concei- 
ted Phariſes to vaderſtand, when he ſaid: ye are they which: in 
ſife your ſelues before men, but God knoweth your hearts: for 1\k16,; 5 
that which is highly eſteemed among men,is abomination in the 


{gb of God, 


Verſ.3. To doe inftice and indgement, i more acceptable to 
the Lord than ſacrifice. 


0 doe in/lice and indgement.] To performethe workes of 

equity, loue,and mercy to men, with other duticsof righ- 
teouſneſſe commanded in the ſecond table, from an vpright 
heart, more acceptable, better pleaſing ro the Lord,and brin- 
pet morerecompence, than ſacrifice, than without them, all 
ons of gifts, oblations, and. other leuiticall rites, preſcribed in 
the ceremoniall law,or that meere externall at of Gods wor- 
ſhip,preſcribedin the marall law,as makipg of Praiers,finging 
ofPlalms, reading of the Scriptures, hearing of Sermons,recei- 
ing of the Sacraments,obſeruing ofthe Sabbath,&c. This ex- 
poſition we haue out of the Prophet /ſaiah: Bring-na more oblg- 
Hens cence is an aboyingtion vnto.me:the new monnes of Sake 1, 
baths, the calling of yaux aſſemblies [ cannot away with.it is indv 15,16.17, NY 
Alita enen the ſalemne meeting. Tour new moones, and your ſar 
lene fea? 5 my ſoule hateth : 1 exare 4 trouble to me, 1 am 4 
warrrobeare them. And when you ſpread forth your bands / mil 
bile mine cigs fram. you: when you mate many praiers,l will not 
beare 104: yur bangs are. full of bloagd;maſh y0n,maks you cleang 
Mt arapthe enil of your dawgs from before mine cies : learne. tq 
Amie indgement,, relieue the fatherle(ſe, pleade for the 

.&c, | 
Yo thenthat which he teaghech,is,that the more ſubſtanci- —_— as 


Uapy duty is, ſoa greater care 1s ts bee had for the perfor- wuch.s,s,7. 
"Ps mance 
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mance ofit, For I deſired mercy, and not ſecvifee (feik the 


Lord.) aud the knowledge of God more then burnt offerings, 

For firſt, wee ſhall more faithfully imitate the Lord Teſvs 
Chrift, and moſt cleerely ſhew forth his image, inthe exerciſe 
of true piety and godlinefle, with the praQtiſe of foundrighte. 
ouſneſie, and mercy,in compariſon whereoftceremoniall rites 
are of {mall reſpe& : for he belt knowing his fathers will, doth 
thus acknowledge it vnto him, ſacrifice and offering thou did 
not deſire, mine heart haſt thou prepared ec. And next, the 
moſt guiletull people and difſemblers, have cuer beene astor. 
ward with ſacrifices and outward obſcruations, as the beſt 
Chriſtians, bur alwaics asremiſle in vpright dealing , as the 
worſt infidels, And therefore by taithfull execution of iuſtice 
and iudgement,they that are votainedly righteous may chict- 
ly be diſcerned from difſemblers,and hypocrites, 

And laſtly; berter ſeruice is performed to the Lord for the 
honour of religion, greater good is done to our brethren for 
the benefit ofmankinde,and larger reward wil be given to our 
ſelues,for our erernall happines,by diſcharging the ſubſtanti- 
all & more neceſſary Yurics of righteouſnes, ther, by reftingin 
the circumſtanciall, orlefle weightier exerciſes of religion, 


 Vetſ. 4. He that bath haughty eyes, is alſo of a prowd heart, 
the plewing of the wicked is finne, 


H:; that hath haughty eyes,) Which looke bigly, whereby 
| likewiſe all Raturely geſtures are taxed, us of aprowd beart: 
the word in the Hebrew text, fignifieth one of a large heart, 
meaning that he ſwelleth with a great opinion of himlſelfe, 
and carrieth in like manner an aſpiring minde to grow gre#- 
ter and greater, which is euen odious, for that in effeR it is 
commonly joyned with diſdainfulneſle, and ſcornefull con» 
tempt of others, contrary to that modeſty, humanity, and 
chriſtian courtefie which humility begetteth, and isalſo anim- 
pudent boaſting of a mans owne worth, though it be not di- 
rectly vtrered in expreſſe termes. | 
For by his facing and bearing his head on high, be _ 
"_ | | ye 
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| haveallmentotake notice of his great efigregycomely per- 


fone, or ſingular qualities,or ſome admijiable cxcellegcie 
thatis in him, And the lameirable event of it, bewrayeth the 
loahſomnefle therof : firhence the Lord is thereby prauoked 
tofo great and grieuous diſpleaſure: For iris one, and the 
ofthole /ive and ſewen rbings whith beebaerh, yea which Y 
foule abhorreth : and therefore will alſo with'fuch {euericy 
puniſh, as hee threareneth by the Propher ſaying : NN | 
looke of man ſhall be humbled, andthe loftineſſe of men ſhall bee 
dbaſed, and the Lord ottly ſhall bee exalted in that day : For 


Pro,6.16,17, 


the dey of the Lord is »pox all the proud and bautic;and wpon all Efai.ars 


- 


that is exalted,aud it ſhall be made low. ' 
\" The plowing of the wiched;&+c.) The proicts,plors,and pra- 
Aiſes of finfull proud perfons, which by a borrowed ſpeech 
ae called plowing, in regard of the induſtrie whereby they 
ſeeke to accompliſh- therr purpoſes, - ſane; they arc ſuch at- 
tempts as tend to the breach of Gods' holy law: cicher for 
impiety, or vnrighteouſheſſe, and turne confequently.by due 
deſertto their owne ruine, as arecompence of finne, ynlefſe 
they breake chem off by repentance.. The drift therefore of 
this ſentence, is, ro declare the petnicivirs efleRs of pride, aid 
the hurts which it worketh to'chern in-whomn it raigneth ; as 
puſhing vp therr minds with euillconceirs; filling their hearts 
with-abitious luſts, disfiguting their faces with arrogant 
_ and peruerting all cheir-<ndeauours to that which is 
euill, | 

Fortheir heart delightcth in ir, they'greedily longafcerit, 
nothing is more prerious vnto them, no tex their corne;|' car2 
tell;coyne.nor any other commodities.” Andithey are wholly 
made of fleſh, and ſanour of nothi-g cl{e bur ficſh; and there- 
forero what camrhey. be'intene; and* diligenitly; bur e6 that 
which is ſinful & fleſh | 
binds anddrudges of Saran vio with ror allow'chicin th Yoo 
* "98 wr + per:nie them we 
his worke, muchleffe:to bee ©! 
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Verſ. 5. The thoughts of the diligent doe ſurely bring plen- 


tie, but enery one that is haſtie commeth to want, 


x iu thoughts,chc. | The } Nee pt wiſe 8& judicious 
forecalt direQing the aCtions,and affaires of the eigen, 

of him that is fairhtull in bis vocation, labouring thereinfor 
conſcience ſake, and not for couctouſneſle, doe by little and 
lictle, from time to time encreaſe his ſubſtance,and addetohis 
Nocke, ſo that hee walketh in the ready way to great wealth, 
which cither intime he ſhal attaine vnto in copious andplen- 
tifull meaſure, or have his: hearc well ſatisfied with a ſmaller 
portion, yet made ſufficient for him with as large a bleſſing , 
fromthe hand of the Lord that gaucit, Vato which diligent 
man is oppoſed the haſtic perſon, one that boylech with an 
immoderate deſire of riches, and to bee wealthie all at once 
withour delay ; whom though he be not. yueerly idle, yer God 
reputeth no better then a ſhiggard,becauſe he is not well oc- 
cupicd,nor willing to continue his diligence,ifeuer he ſhewed 
any, as his greedic longing after goods doth declare, tothe 
end he ma - freed from much rrauell, and would get a great 
deale offubliance witha little labour, Then contrary: topre- 
meditation, and the working thoughts of the diligent, isthe 
precipieany raſhneſle of him thatis haftie, raking matters in 
and ynaduiſedly, without deliberation : and therefore the 
ynhappic cuent of him that is vnaduiſed, proueth alſo contra« 
ry to the proſperous ſucceſſe of hit thac is ynadu)ſed.and cit- 
cumipec,the one growingto abundance, the other fadingto 
nothing. And rheyefore it commertbto paſle thatthe more 
forward and greedy men are after the world, the worſe they 
are like toproſper,as Saint James Sith : From whence are wan 
and comentions among you? are theywet hente guen of yout ft 
that fight in your members ? ye Inih and bawe not « ye hane enwit 
wetbing becauſe ye arkg wot, Te ache andrectine net, | 
arke amiſſe that ye might conſume it on your Inſ{s, Forthetoub 
taines whereout this ardent defire of riches, and haſt to bee 
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wealthie doth ifſue, are the filthie fiokes of pride, yaine confi- 


| dence,andinfidelity : For why doe men ſo highly eftecme and 


adore their filuer as aGod? What cauſeth them to have earth- 


| lypoſſeſſionsin ſo grear admirztion,and to'preferre them in- 


comparably before heauenly grace and glory, bur that they 
deeme honor to be neceſſarily annexed vnto them, & dreame 
that fafery is neuer ſeparated fromthem, anddoubr on the 0- 
ther fide,that their life muſt needs be vnhappie without them? 
Moreouer,the waies and praiſes of thoſe that would flee vp 
pfaftto abundance, be ſuch as are fit ro draw them downe 
to penurie, both by the Ring of Gods indgement, and the 
kourge of their owne imprudence : for neither piety, 
equity, nor good adniſemenr is euer to bee found ina gree- 

euth-worme. He that maketh too much haft co bee grear, 
willtake more leifure then he ought ro be godly : neither will 
he fticke at any iniuſtice,or cruelty, that may ferue for his ad= 
mage; and thereforeit is a true faying as well rouching that 
which a couetous perſon doth,as what he muſt ſuffer: be that 
baiteth to be rich ſhall not be innocent, or vnpuniſhed: forthe 
Hebrew word fGgniftech both; And how many ſnares hee lay- 
abſorhimſelfe, ro rhe intangling, and overthrowidh6! bis 


x=breake, prayeth vpon him, . 

bore offereth frankely,, and giveth 
mpily;for #boue the value ofthe commodity he would buy, 
tothe intent his word may the more readily bee taken, orhis 
bond alone, with which without tnore adoe hee purpoſeth to 
make ſatisfation, And how long doth he keepe himſelfe our 
the vurers clutches? whoſe net doth take him,and he _ 
Packxe - 
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plucke him, yntill he leanc him nor a feather toflie with, 


Verſe 6, The gatheringof erecfurocty n deceitfull tongue ; 
vanity toſſed to, and fre, of them that ſeeks death, "* 


= gathering of treaſures by a deceitful tongue] Wealth, 
and ſubſtance how much ſocuer, gotten by lying, orde. 
ceit, or other abuſe ofthe tongue, and: eonſequently, by any 
vnlawfull meanes wharſocuer, & vanity, nothivg worth, and 
will doe him no good that ſo commeth by it, roſ/ed to and fro, 


' 4s as chaffe orſuch like m2tter blowen vp and. downe by the 


winde, of :5em that ſeeke death, that is, they that doe in ſuch 
ſort gatherriches, doe ſceke_ death, either of their ſoules, of 
bodies,or both,though they intend ic. not,nor be willing of it 
and it is a ccrtaine Qt which ſuch iniuſtice doth neceſſarily 
Ing 66 Therefore as the wiſe manin the ſemence going be- 
ore, hath commended painefull diligence , as a dirc& and 
lawfu!lmeanes for the actarning vnro wealth, ſo in this hee 
condemnerh falſhood, and ſhifting, and that by three argu- 
ments, Firſt, becauſe that which they get thereby, is vanity, 
it dothghcir bodies no goad : ic doth their ſoules no good; it 
ir names no good ; it doth their poſterity no good: 
not bleſſe ic ro their relief®; they have no protedi- 
ſaferic from ic, rheir hearts/chereby ace not re- 
my ſound. comfort: they are nothing furthered 
toward cuerlaſting life by the poſſeſſion ofit ; no truc honour 
and eſtimation doth accompany it : and their children moſt 
commonly are hurt,and not benefited by that which is no bets 
ter gotten. Secondly, becauſe ic is vnſtable, and vaniſhable,as 
vncertaine as duſt, whereof one blaſt of winde wil blow away 
great heapes ; itis ſubieR ro fifllty to theeues, 10 loſſes, to de- 
ceirfull bargainers, ro ſuire#Silii, co Gods curſe, which hath 
innumerable meanes in a readines to waſte, and conſume 
them. Thirdly, becauſe itis dangerous and burrfull , tending 
tothe ruine of the getters, and owners,as will appearc cuident» 
ly in the next verſe, EE bat | 
"Verſe 


"raſ7. 
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- Verſe 7. The robberie of the wicked ſhall deftroy them, be« 
cauſe they refuſe to dove indgement. | Ty | 


He robberie of the wicked] That theeuery which they 
DJ omtagiinl others, and the goods gotten —_— 
2 


| frallde/froy them, the Hebrew word ſignifieth, may come © 


coote which ſignifierh to terrifie, and feare, and likewiſe to 
dwell,and tay with,and ſo it importeth thattheir puniſhment 
ſhallbe both terrible, and continuall; itwillbothaffright,and 
diſmay them, and not be gone in haſte but abide with them, 
and flicke faſt vnto them : or elſe of a word: that Ggnifieth to 
fawe, cut in two, or cut downe, intending the finiall de- 
firution and overthrow of them ; becanſe they refuſe to doe 
indgement,his purpoſe is then to confirme the haftclaufeof the 
latſentence, and to proue that falſhood, and injuſtice is moſt 
pernicious, and burtfull, which he ſhewerh firſt by the cffets 
oſit, and then by the cauſe : the effe& is vtter vndoing, and 
that as any man is greedy to inrich himſelfe by iniurious,and 
wrongtull dealing, ſo fatt he haſtneth, ro his owne ruine, and 
overthrow : For they that will be rich fall into temptiftfion, and 
ſnares, and into many fooliſh, and noyſome luſts, which drowne 
men in perdition,and deftruttion. For the deſire of money is the 
roote of all exill, which while ſome hane luſted after , they erred 


from the faith, and pierced themſelues thorow with many ſor» 1.Tim. 6.9.10, 


rower, Oft ic commetheo paſle thar lite is taken away for it, 
ortheir bodies hurt or wounded : but alway the ſoulc is pla- 
gued,and ſubieto perill of damnation : malefaors that are 
taken robbing by 'the high way fide with the. purſe in his 
hands:or we, g vp the houſe with their hands inthe cheſts, 
are not ſo ſureco be condemned'ef the Iudge, and ftrangled 
the executioner, as theſe are to receiue ſentence of rhe 
Lord, andperiſh by his iuftice; ynleſſe they conuert with ho« 
lehumiliation, and ſo he1pardon 'them in mercie. There is 
bo > being fwallowed'will more. certainely deſtroy na« 
ure, then opprefſion and wrongfulnes, will damne the ſoule; 
Zapbor, in the booke of Job. ſpake: moſt trucly to this point 
Z faying, 
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ſaying, his meate in his bowels ts turned, it ts the gall of Afpes 
within bim. Hehbath ſwallowed dewne ſubſtance, but he ſhallve. 
mit it vp againe : God hall caſt thems out of bi belly. He ſhal 
ſucke the poyſon of +Aſpes, the Vipers tongue ſhall ſlay him, 


The caule is the manner of their {innivg, they reſuſe to exe. 


cate 1dgement, they taile not thorow frailty and infirmity,but - 


chuſe to offend wittingly, and willingly, with {|ubbornnes, 
and abltinacy which make their. faults: the more intollerable, 


- their offences more -impardgnable,, and cheir puniſhment 


more -gricuous, and inſuffcrable. 


Verſc 8. The way of a man u permer ſe and/irange;but of the 
pure hu worke u right, 


He Way| The manners; the life, and converſation of « 
man, ot a wicked man, and-ſuchaone as is impure « per- 
xerſe, fintuil, and crooked, {weruing from all cquity, and 
right, 4nd //range, nothing agreeable tothe order that God 
himſelfe hath preſcribed in his word, and his children doeal- 


low, and obſcrue,but of the pure, whois purged, and waſhed 


from the guilc of his finnes by che blood of Chriſt, God pat» 
doning themall thorow. the merice of his ſonne; and who is 
{anQtitied, and cleanſed from tbe filthines. of his owne nature, 
and corruptions by the ſpirit of grace: and who alſo vponthe 
hope of faluation, is careful] as much as hecan to purge him- 
ſelte, b45 wor'e, bis actions, ſpeeches and courſe of all bisbe» 
hauiour ; & 7/ght, lincere, and taxthfull; conformable to Gods 
will, anc retezredco his glory; nor deceicfull, not variable,nor 
crooked, nor in any word vnretormed: Herein theteforethe 
holy Ghoſt declareth the contrariery that is betweene the 
god!y and the wicked, the one doing, notbing bur that which 
5tuil}, echernotoriouſly, or octherwiſethorow hidden fraud, 
and gwile rhe other nothirg hurchar which is good, extheris 
practite, or defire, whereat wilen he faileth, it zs through in+ 
hemiry, and weakenes:tor they yſb the tiſhion ofrwo contary 
counc11c), the nne heauenly,theochereanthly: and performe 
theu {eruices unto tonratyPrinces;the one to Sareny the 
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other to the Lord, and — and ruled by two con- 
mary lawes,the oneof God, the other 


ofthe flcſh, 


Verſe 9. It is better for 4 man to dwell in the corner of an 
bouſe top: then with a comentions woman in an wide bouſe, 


T « better] Moreeaſe, and quiet for a man, to dwell cuen 2. 
Trove without company, i 4 corner of the bouſe top, in a 
moſt inconvenient place, a= though it doe not only want 
neceſſary roome, bur alſo ſubie to rhe heate of the ſummer, 
the colde of the winter, the force of the winde, the beating of 
the raine : (for he alluderh to the manner of their buildings, 
which were with {late roofes, as moft;Churches, Cafiles, and 
Towers are with ys ; being therefore deleQable places to 
mlke ypon, bur not commodious roomes for lodging and 
continuall abode eſpecially, when one ſhall be penned vpin 
anangle or narrow corner thereof) then with 4 contentions 
woman, then with a woman giuen to brawling and chiding, 
in a Wide howſe, in a very large, profitable, and pleaſant roome 
to dwell in, And by this is ſignified, that albeit wedlocke, 
andamarried eſtate be deſirable and full of comfort to fir,and 
well matched yoke-fellowes, yer nothing is more vnpleaſanc 
andredious, hen that is to him who longeth forpeace, andis ' 
ſuted with contentions, who ſought a wife for the ioy, and 
refreſhing of his heart, and hath mer with a tormentor con» 
tinvally ro vexe him; this is the greateſt outward croſle, be- 
cauſe itis theneereſt, and like ro a diſeaſed member, which 
will continually put a man topaite: which more remote com- 
modities and benefits cannot eafilie counteruaile ; a on 
houſe ſounding with brawles, and chidings, will bring little 
contentment to a peaceable minde fo tediouſly diſquiered. 


Verſe to. The ſoule of the wicked deſireth enill, bis neigh= 
bour findeth no fanonr in bu, eyes, p | n 


He ſoule,)\The very heart,and affeQions of the wicked wi- 
ſeeth exjll, miſchicfe, and hurt to all bur himſelfe, he is (6 
L 2 kindled 
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kindled with eriuy aud bu neighbor, hethat dwelleth by him, 
meaning alſo — any other: for he that doth nor. goodto 
thoſe that be about him, is hardly drawne to profit other, 
bath no fancnur in hs epes,' findeth no friendſhip at. his hands, 
neither the ſight of his preſence can moue himto loue,northe 
fight of his calamity can moue him ro commilſeration : there 
is ro pitty nor compaſſion in his eyes, whereby he ſhouldbe 
incited ro.doe good, no not ſo muchas kindneſſe, to giuea 
good countenance, vnlefſe x be with diffhmulation, or to ſuch 
as are like to himſelfe, So that we may know that it is the pro« 
pertie of wicked men to be vnmerciful, & hard hearted,eſpe> 
cially to ſuch as feare God:ſuch as his ſoule is, ſuch likewiſe is 
hiseye:and ſuch as hiseye is,ſuch likewiſe is hand, his congue, 


| his eare, and euery part of his body, As other finnes increaſe: 


whether it be lying, luſt, ſwearing, or any impiety, or any vn- 
rightcouſnes, ſb doth cruelty withthem, becauſe ſelfe loueis 
ſtrong in all Gnfull perſons, that filleth the place ofall Chriſti- 
an,and brotherly loue, and leaueth no roome for the ſamein 
their hearts ; morcouerpride aboundeth alway with ir, which 
begetteth enuy, and maketh men yncharitable : neither are 
they free from the (ting of a guilty conſcience, which maketh 
them ficrce and inhumane : and as they are priuy to them- 
ſelues,that they deſerue notto be beloued of any, ſo will hey 
requite it by louing of none : and who knoweth nor, but that 
the deuil! is their father, and maſter, who will haue them allto 
beare his image, and be like to himſelfe, and alway compel 
them to ſerue his turne.Yet it is truc,that ſometimes the work 
are made profitable, and helpefull cothe beſt : but that pro- 
ceederh not from their diſpoſition ſo much as from Gods 
power, and prouidence who hath the commandement of their 
hearts, and hands, their lips, and ſubſtance, Ir is not the n4- 
ture ofthe hard rocke to ſend forth water ; and yet when the + 
Lord cauſed it ſo ro doetothe people in the wildernes, they 
inioyed the benefit of it. It is not the, nature of the Rauen to 
prouide food for men, but to deuoure all her ſelfe, yet when 
the Lord appointed one'to miniſter food vnto. Elias, ſhe failed 
not.ameale, It was not the cuſtome. of theEgpineF 
| | | | owng 
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Joving 2nd kinde to the Ifraclites: yer when the Lord moued 
their hearts, and ſent a qualme of kindneffe ypon then, they 
were ready to impoueriſh themſclues, and co depart with the 
beſt Iewels they had,to beſtow vpon them, 


Yerſ.1 1.7 hen the ſcorner is puniſhed,the imple is made wiſe: 
and whee the wiſe is inſtrulted, hee recemeth knowledge, See 
chap. 19.23. 

Verſa 2. He inftratteth the wiſe by the beuſe of the wicked, 


which onerthroweth the wicked in their exill. 


E inftrufteth ] The Lord giueth examples as cleere as 
precepts to them,that haue crue wiſedome, and his feare 
incheir hearts; and bringeth them thereby to a judicious me- 
ditation ot his iuſtice,and cheir owne deſeruings, and cauſeth 
them to profit to their owne repentance, and reformation of 
theit liues, by conſideration of his righteouſnes, who mighe 
have plagued them as well as others: and of his mercie, good- 
nes,and patience, who hath laid his firokes vpon others, and 
ſpared them, by the houſe of the wicked, by the fearetull ſtrokes 
that light ypon the wicked themſelues, their ſtates, habita- 
tions, families, and poſteritie ( for ſo farre doth houſe extend 
ſometimes in the Scripture) which onerthroweth the wicked in 
thewenill, which ruinateth, and bringeth to naught euill and 
finful men, for their rebellious and vngodly bebauiour againſt 
him: ſo that the ſeueritie of God, and his greateft plagues a= 
ainſt godleſſe men, are very vſcfull, and many waics profita- 
le to them that haue ſound wiſedome and vnderſtanding, 
The Prophet acknowledged this to the Lord for his nn 4 
and reftimonie, of his peoples vprightnes, ſaying, With my 
ſoule bane I deſired thee in the night, yea with my ſpirit within ,.c. 

wel will ſeeks thee earely: for ſeeing thy indgments are in the | C10 x7 
earth,the inbabitants of the world ſhall learne righteonſnes. For 
God doth ftrike a few for the infiruction of many, and would 
have all his attributes to be thought of, though but one, or a 
few doe moſt eminently worke, notwithſtanding his iuftice is 
molt ſrene:; yer his truth forcrhreatning ſuch plagues 23 are 
| Z 3 inflicged, 
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inflicted, are notto be pafled by without reverence, hispower 
is manifclted, whereby heis able ro bring downe his 
2duecrfaries : and to his loue, his mercie, and faithfulnesto hig 
owne, is much magnified by preſeruing of them, when their 
aducrſarics,and his,do fall iato ſuch milerie and miſchiefe, 


Verſt 14. He that ftopperbbis eare at the crying of thepogre, 
he ſhall crie himſclfe and nat be heard. tn - O+ ng 
E that [/oppeth his eare at the crying of the poore, |Thathe 
may not heare, but turneth away himſelte, and his com- 
paſſion, from them, when they cric to him tor rcliefe, he ſhal 
alſo crie,ſhall fall into ſuch milerie as ſhall make him crie,car- 
ne(ily call ypon, and intreate God, and man, and therein bee 
helplefle without fauour of God,or man : 4»d not be heard, be 
neucr a whit the better for it : which puniſhment allo is due 
vnto,and ſhall be executed vpon ſuch as turne their eare from 
hearing thoſe, that do relate the ſtate of the poore vnto the; of 
though they doc heare it, yet lirtle regard it : or which turne 
theireyes from beholding the afflitions and miſeries of their 
brethren ;zor if they looke ypon them), will doe nothing for 
them :as our Sauiour complaineth of them that ſaw him hun» 
grie in his members, but fed his not, All commeth to this, that 
mercileſſe men ſhall reccive no mercie. For it is juſt with God 
ſo to puniſh them, which neither regard his commandement, 
nor his people,nor the members of his Sonne, nor their owne 


ficſh,as poore diftrefied men are called by the Prophet. 
Verſ. 14. Agift in ſecret pacifieth anger,and arewardin bo 


ſome /irong wrath, 


Gift |Giuen, and receiued alſo of any, .cither bigh or 
low,offended with thee, wr ſecret,.clolely & ſecretly gie 
uen, pacifieth anger, concciued againſtaman, and «reward in 
the boſome, carried in the bolome, and {o given to awouhet 
m3o,pacifieth,and flilleth mighty and ragingiwrach, His drift 
1s thereforeto ſhaw, that giltspreuaile, auch wil hte bm 
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receiue them, and worke a great A intheir affeQions, Prou.r7.8, 
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Becauſe men naturally are poſſeſſed with a defire of having, 
andtherefore that is acceptable to them which may encreaſe 
their ſubſtance. And becauſe the — of preſents,eſpeci- 
ally co one offended, and moued with indignation, is ateſti- 
monie of ſubmiſſion, whereby the partie conceiuing diſplea- 
ſure isafter a ſort honoured, which will worke as much vpon 
agreat mind,as the valew of the thing beſtowed will vpon a 
greedie mind, and therefore cither for one cauſe or other it is 


accepted. 


Verſ.15. It is ioy to the init to doe indgement : but deſtrutti- 
an ſhall be to the workers of iniquitie, 


T's ioy to the inft | The godly and righteous man taketh 
greac delight and pleaſure, ts doe rwdgement, to deale righ- 
teouſly with God,and iuftly with men,and to be vpright in all 
his a&1ons :a good man hath his greateſt comfort in well do- 
ing. The example of our Sauiour, the beſt, is both a paterne 


and worker of this: and he teftifyeth thus of himſelte : Hy 10b.4.3.4. 
meate us to do the will of hmm that ſent me,and to finiſh his works. Gal.s. 


Foras goodnefle is the fruit of the ſpirit, ſo is joy alſo, and a 
companion of goodnefſe. Moreouer the ſeruices of Chriſti» 
ans are not enforced by compulſion, bur performed with loue, 
and wharſoeuer loue doth, it doth it cheerfully and gladly: 
and adde hereunto that hope hath a great hand in the workes 
ofthe righteous, and that doth with all gladneflc and comfort 
Waite for a reward, accounting all good workes which are 
done in earth, to bee certaine treaſures layed vpin heauen, ſo 
that well doers in the kingdome of grace,haue ioy mixed with 
theirrighteouſneſſe, and in the kingdome of glory are aſſured 


they ſhall haue joy giuen them for their rightcouſneſſe. How- Rom. 14.17- 


beit this ioy is either more or lefle, according to the degree 

of their grace; the beſt feele moſt, thoſe which haue lefle 

ach doe that which is good with lefſe delight: all: doe obey 

God with ſome gladnefſe, burnone with perfeRion of glad- 

neſle, becauſe there is nor aperfeRtion of mortification; + | 
Z 4 


So 


Rom.y. 2. 


Plal.9:2.7. 
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So much natural! corruption as remaineth, ſo farrea manig 
hindred from this alacritie and cheerfulnefſe, which even thar 
worthie Apoſtle found inhimſelfe, which hee alſo confeſſerh, 
faying : / delight in the Law of God after the inward max: but 
I ſee another [aw in ney members, warring againit the law of wy 
mund,bringing me into captinity unto the law of ſinne, which 
in my members. But deftruttion, eternall perdition both of 
ſoule and body, with manifold perils and calamiries, forego. 
ing the ſame, all be for the workers of iniquity, becauſe it js 
their conftant and common practiſe, their trade and profeſſi. 
on : for there is great diffe-ence berweene the working of ini» 
quitie,andto be a worker of imiquity,t he one may ſometimes 
befall a Saint; the other is alway proper to a ſinner: Sothar 
this then he mcaneth, that wickednefle intime will vtterly yn. 
doe the wicked; as the Plalmiſt confeſleth, ſaying : 1 hen the 
wicked ſpring like graſſe, and all the workers of iniquity flouriſh, 
they ſhall be deſtroyed for ener, For all the threatnings of God 
are ayainſt them, and all the attributes of God are againſt 
them, his truth, his anger, his iuflice, and his power. &c, Here 
is ſomewhat more wh vnderftood then is expreſſed inboth 
the ſtraines, the reward of the godly for their goodnefleis 
concealed in the former; and the propenſion of the wicked 

to cuill inthe latter: the oppoſition therefore Randeth thus: 
It 14 toy for the init to doc indgement and he ſha} obtaine ſal 
vation : but it is ioy for the workers of iniquitie to do milchiefe, 


and therefore they ſhall be deſtroyed, 


Verſ. 16; The man that wandreth out of the way of 'vnder» 
ſtanding, ſhall remame in the congregation of the dead, 


He man that wandreth] Which followeth his owne car- 
nall reaſon,or ſenſiall luſts, which liveth according tothe 
courſe of the world, walking after the flcſh,and not afterthe 
fpiric,aad ſo goeth out of the way of vnuderitanding, out of the 
courſe that Gods wiſedome hath preſcribed, ſhall remains, 


ſhall have an cuerlaſting abode without all hope, or poſſibi- 
lity ofxecouerne, i the congregation of the dead; amongtthat 


great 


choad _ 
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great number of peoplethat are dead already, bothin ſoule, 
and body,or cl{e through their wickedneſſe make haſtto the 
fame, This ſentence by a compariſon taken from traucllers, 
containeth a deſcription of the conditionof the wicked : firſt, 


wy their behauiour is reſembled to a voyage, which is altogether 
ue inaberration and by-paths : and ſecondly, the fucceſle of the 
of fame to the end of a journey, very vncomfortable, like ynto 
O= aJayle, or houſe of correction full of malefaCtors, being vpon 
is theracke,or otherwiſe tormented : yea rather hanging vpon 
he the gallowes, as beatſo muſt do with them for company. And 
te hisintent is to ſhewthar there is no pafſageto faluation or 
's happineſſe but by the word of God, The whole firſt Pſalme 
e is ſpent in this argument, declaring two kinds of men, two op- 
- polite waies, WO contrary eſtates: for the way of the word is 
e leaſing ro God, and wilfull wandring out of it is abomina- 
0 Gs him; the one hath the promiles, and is blefledz the 


q other haththe threatnings,and is curſed. 

That hath the ſpirit of God to guide them that walke init; 

: the other the world, the fleſh;and the divell to deceiuethe paſ- 

) ſengers : that hath Chriſt for the gate to let menin; the other 

hah Chriſttobethe Porter to barre them out, And becauſe 

companie 1s delightfull, and men doe moſt willingly trauell 

where are moſt companions ; and focictyin euill doth ſeeme 

topromiſe ſafery-vnto ir, or ar leaſt ro- mitrigate the penaltie, 

ifthey may have others:o ſuffer withthers; he doth purpoſe- 

ly aggrauate this puniſhment. By relating the multitude of 

them that are fo puniſhed, the Propher Eſay doththe like: 

And they ſhallbe afraia, ang nih and ſorrow ſhall take them,and 

the) ſhall hanepaine as a woman that trawelleth+enery one ſpall 

be emazed at his neighbonr; andcheir faces ſhall bee like flames Ifai.ry.h, 

#ffire, And for the hke purpoſe our Saujour vſeth aparablein 

the Goſpell, bringingin rhis'for one miſery to come v 

the hypocrites at the end of che world; that like rarer, they 

ſhall be bonud rogerber im-bundles, and calt into the fireto bee Mat. 3.30. 
t, "a 
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Verl. 17. He that loneth pleaſure ſhall be apoore man, and he 
that /oweth wine andojleſhallnot berich. «4 


H E that loxeth pleaſure | Who cannot moderate himſelf 
inthe vſe of recreations, but roo much affeteth them, 
and immoderately followerh them, to the ſati>fying of his 
fleſhly delight, ſhall be a poore man, though hee were neuet (6 
rich before; and bee that loweth wine and ole, or fat thin 
(for the word fignifieth as well fatnefle, as oyle)ſhallnot 
rich, either ſhall not attaine vnto wealth, or if hee doeyheeis 
not like long to continue wealthie. 

The ſcope is to ſhew,that voluptuous perſons take the wa 
to bring themſclues to peourie : euen lawfull delights, when 
they be exccſſiue,turne to be fins, and cauſes of miſery, Saint 
James teacheth,that the earth is not a place,and conſequently 
that this life is not a time, to line im pleaſure : but thatisto be 
referred till reſt be giuen from labours,for a reward in heaven 
afrer this life, The Lordin wiſedome doth purſue this finne 
wich the penaltie of pouerty for diuers cauſes: as one, becauſe 
it is due, and proportionable to their courſes; they fruuleſly 
ſpend their time, and 1s nor equall that they ſhould bee reſtrai- 
ned from wealth and ſub tance, which is the fruit of time well 
ſpenc. They offer violence to the good gifts and creaturesof 
God,by riotous and waſtfull deuouring ot them ; and there- 
fore it is equall che good gifts and creatures of God ſhould be 
delivered out of their hands, to ſerue for the yſe of others 
which will vſe them betrer, Bee chey reprobates tharliue in 
this ſin? need and want js the fitteſt rod to make them ſmart, 
whole happineſſe confiſteth in luxurie, andbellie cheere; are 
they ele, and ſuchare reclaimable? a berter meanes cannot 
bee found to helpe them to repentance, then 'to put themto 
drinke a potion of ſorrow and paine; of hunger and thirſt; of 
cold, and raggednefſe; who ſurteited before with delights, 


eaſe, and abundance. 


Verl.1s. 
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» merits of Chrift, who was figuredin thoſe ſacrifices : ſome- 


 veredeſtinared ro ſacred vſes. This proceedeth fromthe love 1(,;,1.4, 1 


tallerable to abide inthe wilderteflc among yenomous crea- 
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Verſ. 8. The wicked ſball be 4 ranſome for the righteon 1,and 
tbe tranſoreſſor for the vpright. 


Hewiched ſhall be a ranſome for the righteous |virz., Many 
{ {rons it falleth out that when the godly are in trouble,or 
inperill,chey eſcape outefrhe dane and beproſerued, andthe 
whole burthen chereof fallypon the backe ofcheirenqmies;or 
ſome euill doers, vpok whom God doth inflict that which 
na had prepared for the hurt'of the righteous as is plaineby 
heexample of the Egyptians who were drowned,; that the 
linelites might bee delivered; and of Hamman hanged, that 
Mordecaie might bee freed. - It is a word borrowed from the Copher 
Leviticall Law, wherein gifts were giuen,or ſacrifices offered, : 
oroblarions conſecrated. Sometimes for mens foules, for re. 
miſſion of ſinnes, nor for the merits of the worke, but forthe 


PaovEeREs. 


times for the exchange,and buying out of thoſe things which 


which God beareth to his people, whom hee incomparably 

preferreth before the vngodly, more then menarecticemed 

aboue beaſts : who would nor kill a dog,to fauethelife of the 

child? Abrahams was glad to ſacrifice a Ramme in ſtead of 
[ſuchisionne, And if [acob might haue recouered /oſeph for 

znine,or a Goar, would hee notmolt willingly have giuen 21:14 
themfor him? This verſe agteeth wholly in ſenſc with the 8, 

wiſe of the eleucnth chapter. 


Verl. 19. /t x better to dwell.in 4 wilderneſſe, then with a 
Cntentions, and augry Women ..". 
T7 deſart is a very incormodious and vncomfortable 

place to dwell in ; for therein good things are wanting, | 
mdeyils aboundiog, - The Ifaclites found thisxrueby their | 
Aapenence, who in the defart.not. onely wanted food, and | 
tinke-bur were ung with-Serpems.Neuerthelefle it is more 


eures, 
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tures,and wild beaſts, then to dwell in never fo faire or plen» 
tifull an houſe, with a brawling and vnquiet woman: for ſhee 
by her words and dealings will bothprouoke a mantogri 
then any beare,or ſerpent, Asin che ninth yerſe of this Chap. 
ter, 


Ver, 20. There is 4 treaſure tobee defired, and ojle in the 
dwelling of the wiſe, but a fool;ſh max ſpendeth it vp, 


Here is « treaſure to be defired, and oyle in the houſe ef th 
Wye] Inthe habitation of the prudent houſholder, there 

is layed yp ſtore of all things which are neceffarie and dele- 
Rable,and hereby he doth commend the liberality and boun- 
tic of God towards thoſe or his ſeruants, who apply their yn- 
derflanding,and other gitrs to godlinefſe, and frugality, Hee 
doth allow ſufficient both for neceſſity and delight to them 
that be thriftie and godly: as that holy ſeruant of Godac- 
knowledgeth vpon comfortable experience, ſsying : 7hes 
doFt prepare a table before mee in the ſight of mine aduerſaries, 
thou doſt annoint my bead with oyle, and my cup runnetb oxer, 
Becauſc he is rich enough and hath plentic of all creatures,for 
beaſts, and birds, and fiſhes, and all manner of vnreaſonable 
creatures; yea for wicked men alſo, which are baſcr then any 
of thele; aud itpleaſerh him ſorto-recompence that piety and 
godlines which is in his ſeruants,and likewiſe their diligence, 
painfulneſſe and prudence : and he maketh them his granarie 
and ſtore-houſe, for the reliefe of many other his diſtreſſed 
people : compaſſion is in the. eyes, when they ſee their brethren 
in need,they diftribureand communicate to the poore, if they 
hauc ir,he knoweth they will faithfully diſpenſe that whichis 
= into their hands, and therefore putterh them in truſtto be 
is coferers, True it is that all haue nor great abundance, but 
many are kept within a ſhorter tedder, and the Lord dieteth 
them,thar they ſhould nor ſurfeir with excefſe : for too much 
would make them too high minded, and too worldly minded: 
Þuc no good man hath too hrrte;and want of comperence,8c- 
cording tocheprayer ofthe holy man,inthe 30. chapter, an 

eg 
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ejchth yerſe. For a ſmall ſubRance is bleſſed by God for great 
2 125 was the widdowes caſe with her crwſe of oy/e, and bay- 


' yellofmeale : andas is promiſedin the Plalme, 4 ſmall thing to Pſal.z7.6, 


therrighteons,ts better then great riches t2 the wicked, But a. 
foolſh man ſpendeth it up : The vnthriftie perſon either ſpen- 
derh as faſt as hee getterh, andſo can never keepe floretoge- 
ther, or elſe by his prodigality, lauiſhing out his great patri- 
monie,and great ſubſtance left him of his parents, becommeth 
bankeroupr. See verl. 17.0f this chapter, 


Verſ. 21. He that folloWeth after righ:eonſneſſe and mercy, 
findeth Liferighteonſneſſe and honour. 


His is the property ofa godly manthat hee followeth af- 
+ hou righteouſneſſe and mercy,or kindneſle; that is to lay, 


| hee dothnot ſlackly ſeeke after, but enſue withearneſtneſſe 
Þ thoſe two vertues which are moſt excellent, and ynder which 


all other are contained : the former of thele is righteonſueſſe, 
whichis that vertue whereby that which is due is performed: 
the lacter is mercy, whereby good is done of a mercifull and 
kind affeion,. Hee that thus ſeeketh after theſe two vertues, 
ſhall finde theſe three iewels, and (ingular rewards: the firſt of 
theſeis /ife, that is, length ofdaics inthis world, with all man-= 
nerof comfortable bleſſings : the ſecond-is rigbreonſneſſe, as 
200d as,or better meaſure from the Lord, and men, then hee 
obſcrued in his dealings. The laſt is hoxoxr, that is to ſay, glo« 
both in heauen and earth, before the Almighty, and before 
faithfull : yea and ſomtimes with the-tongues, but com- 
monly with the hearts and conſciences of the wicked. | 


Verſ.22, Awiſe man ſcaleth the city of the mighty, and c4- 
feb downe the ftirength of the confidence thereof. 


At man] Who is qualified with ſound iudgement and 
dicretion, ſca/eth, as a conquerour affaulteth, and win= 
neth ebe. city of the mighty, the fort and hold we og 6. 
men poſſcſſc,and keepe the walles.and bulwarkes of ity w 


ers 
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in they much truſted, thinking themſelues thereby to beein 
fafery, He meaneth that wiſedome is more excellent then 
ſtrengrh,and tl:at in controuerhes and firifes : it helperh more 
tothe viRoric co he prudent then puiſſanc, ons tothe 
teftimonie of che Wile man ſolemnly profeſſed : 1 ſay better i 
wiſedome then /'rength : though the wiſedome of the poore bee 
deſpiſed, and his words not beard. For a man endued with wiſe. 
dome ſhall beſi find out equity, and be moſt ready to findour 
a good cauſe : and he will befi diſcerneof his aduantages, and 
find ouc ht meanes fur the managinget his matcers, A weake 
man thac haththe bencht of fighc, wi Tbe too hardfor 4 Giant 
that is blind ; and how commeth it topaſle that a little man 
can maſter agreat beaſt ? bur that che 6k of the one pre- 
uaileth more then the power of the other. 


Verf.23.1Yho ſo heepeth his mouth and his tongue ,keepeth bis 


ſoule from troubles, 


V Ho ſo keepeth his mouth |Taketh heed to his words, 

and is conſiderate in all his ſpeeches,notro be mute, 
when he oughtro ſpeake, nor then to ſpeake when itbecom- 
meth him to be flent, nor raſhly vitereth any ching ctharmay 
be vnfic or vnſeafonable,or any way for hifdiſaduantage, bee 
peth his ſonle, himſelfe and his life from troubles, fromthat 
griefe, and thoſe 2flitions, which ynaduiſed men doe caſt 
themſclues into by the miſgouernment of their tongues, See 
chap. 13. 3, andournote vpon thatplace. 


Verſ.24. Proud,and tubborne [corner is his name, whomin 
his farie worketh pride, 


þ pm is to ſay, he pnblikely is branded with many titlesof 
reproch,as with the name ofa proud man,one that is high 
minded,and vain-glorious; and ot a f#bborne perſon, that is, 
ftomackfull, and yery wilfull: and of a ſcorer, one that is 
contemner and derider of all others befide himſelfe, andin- 
deeda very euill and pettiſent man, (for the word commonly 
is taken (asin the firitPlalme, and other places) for him that 

is 
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isdeſperarely wicked, ) who in bi furie workethpride, either 
by doing at chat time ſome preſumptuous ation, or elſe by 


, mering ſane inſolent ſpeec es; for many being angry be- 


cauſe their commandements arenot obeyed, their defires ful. 
filled; that they may make their power knowne, perſecute 


{uchas reſiſt chem, or attempt high marters in the pride of 


their heart. So did Lamech when he boaſted, that be wonld ſlay 
amanin his wound: 'Dathan, and Abiram when they rote a- 
gin 2oſes : Nabuchadnezzar when he blaſphemed God, 
laying to Shadrach, Meſhech,and Abeanegs, 11ho is that God 
that ſhall del.ver you ont of mine hand? andafterward caft them 
into the fiery farnace : and Herod, when in bis rage, for being 
defeated of Chr did maſſacre the httle infants. 


Verſ. 25. The defire of the lothfull flayeth bim : for hu 
binds refuſe to labour, | 


He deſire of the ſlothfull ] The things which hee deſireth, 

and cannot obtaine, flayerh him,grieuerh him arthe hart, 
and almoſt killeth him: tor they that will ſpare themfelues 
from needfull and Chriſtian paines, ſhall bring vpon them- 
elues hurtfull and ſhamefull paines, miſerie ſhall purſue,and 
want will bring them 0 dedehs doore : for bus hands refuſe to 
labour, he doth nothing but wiſh, but vſeth not the-meanes 
toprouide for himſelte, and thcretore muſtneeds periſh, The 
faultis not layed vpon his debilicy,but vpon hiswrecchleſnes, 
They are not to bee charged for idle perſons which cannot 


worke,but which will. not, foragainſtſuch dealthe Apoſtle, ,, Theſ. 3.16, 


that if any world not warks,they ſhonld not care. 


Verſe 26. He cometeth greedily allthe day long but the righ- 
tro giveth and ſpareth not, 
H Ee) Theſluggard mentioned in the former verſe: (for he 
doth. jfiſt inche: ſame matter) conereth greedily all the 
bs) long, he vehemently lafterh after other niens goods ; from - 
Une to tune, and inceflantly, living, both yncomfortobly to | 
| kuniclte,: , 
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himſelfe, and ynproficably to others: for hee doth no good 
s that others might be benefited: nor getterh an good 
i þ himſelfe might be relieued, So that hee notetbhe ſlothfull 
F perſons of all others, to be mot inſatiably couetous, Their 
thoughts are ranging abroad, and ſurveying ofcuery mang 
eſtate, with a longing deſire to haue, as much as,or more then 
the beſt : and the praQiſes of many do convince them ofthis, 
and for inſtance that of gameſters, who would win all the mo. 
ney inthe world,if their skill and good hap would ſerve :they Ld 
would not ſpare their deareſt friends, but rob them of all that 
they arc worth, if the dice, and cards would giue them thead- 
uantage thereto, How many inviting gueſts ynto their table 
ynder pretence of kindnes, doe make them buy their meate 
dearely, and pay an ynreaſonable ſhot for it, before they de. 
part? ſometimes threefold: ſometimes ſcuen fold : ſometimes 
ten fold : ſometime twenty fold, and more then their dinner 
was worth. And doenort gueſts inuited very often requite the 
ſame vnto thoſe, who in good will haue entertained them,and 
with great charges made them good cheare:they doe not on- 
ly deuoure their hoſt his meate, bur as cruelly as theeues, be- 
reauc him ofall his money, that the family fare the worſefor 
their comming ſcauen yeares. after Þ See Chapter 13. verl.g, 
But the righteous giveth : vnto the fuggard is oppoſed one 
thatis truly diligent, and faithfull in his calling, whow he 
xz ſeeth as contrary tothe other in diuers reſpeQts: as firſt that he 
' is righteous and iuſt, whereas that laſie ſlu ggar is wicked and 


'F yniutt:be #5 [iberal,(tor he giveth to them that arc in diſtreſſe) 

'Y 1 whereas the other is hard hearted, and rauenous not ready to 

| beſtow any thiug, bur violent, in his defire to get that, which 

|? his neighbours haue : he is of good eſtate, and able to conti- þ 


nue his liberalitic,he ſparerh nor, cither through niggardlines; 
or through neceſſitic to miniſter reliefe to them that want: 
the other is beggarly, and ſo farre from ſufficiencie to yeeld 
help to his brethren, that he is burchenſomme to them, andlieth 
as a charge vpon them. This good eftate of the godly man is 
Plal11t.y. deſcribed by the Prophet inthe Pſalmes, ſaying, He bath 4 
(perſed and ginen to the poore, his righteouſnes ex.dureth for &- 


wr, 
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gr;anda reaſon thereofis aſhgned, becanſe bemeaſureth bi 
iires by indgement. And the Apofile;according to this text, 
fe perſwade men to bee laborious, thatthey may the better 
exerciſe liberalitie, ſaying, Let him that tole,fteale no mere, but Epheſ.4.29. 
libonr with his hands the thing that is good,that he may gine to 
hin that needeth. 


Verſ.27. The ſacrifice of the wicked is abomination to the 
Lord: how much more when he brmgeth it with awicked mind. 


He ſacrifice of thewicked| That ſcruice whatſocuer which 
f $a pretend to performe to God '; whether prayer, 
thankſg1ving,or ought elſe,#s aboaminarion, very offenhue and 
difpleating ro the Lord;'and therefore alſo reieed of him,as 
2 hainous ſinne. Sec chap. 1:5 .8. bow mech more when he brings 
nbitwith a wicked minde ? when hee intended ro/effetſanie 
miſchiefe, vynder pretext and colour of devotion, and for the 
alereffeRing of his wicked purpoſe :as Balnam;and Balaac 
did, when they intended ro curſe'the people: of Godt and as 
Abſalom who with the ſhew of performing a vow art Hebron, 
conſpired: againft Daxid, and raiſed vedbelticn againſt his 
ownefather : and as. the Pharifies did; who wnder the preterice 
if long prayers, denoured widower houſes : ſuch was the faſt ap- 
pointed by /ez.abel, and folemnized by the Iezralires, co mur- EGi.59.4; 
derNaborh : and the people alſo in Eſaies'time, who faited 
fir flrife and debate, and to 'ſmne with the fiſt of wickednrfe : 
ſuch were the ſermons of them alſo, whom Pex/charged to 
haue preached Chrift of enpit;and to adde to his bands. Phil.r 5.16, 


Verl.28.eM f alſe witneſs ſhall periſh : but be that heareth, 
Peaketh conflantly, | | 7:5 954129) 


Arg witnes| A vaine perſon, whoteftifieth chings which 

he neue: heard, or ſaw; wiceneſſerh' lyes? 094 hw are y- 
truths, and deviſed bythe braine of ſome deceirfull-perſon or 
other) ſhall periſh : for being | intrapped inchis ſpeech. or puni- 
thee the Magiſtrace,orthe Lord himſelfe;he ſhall bepiit co 
tn 


Aa fileace, 
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Glence, wich ſhame, or cut off from theearth,ſhall not hve, or 
at lealt hauc uo hearing for his lyeb anylonger time: forhisin. 
ftability and doubling will bring him out of credit at lex, if c 
not de{ituQtion, See Ciap.19.verl's 9. but he that heareththe 

eruth of matters knowivg allo.the ſame, and being es jt were, 

aneye wirnes ; (for hepurtteth one ſenſefor ſundry) fecketh 
conſtantly, telleth the ſame talealwayes and in all places, when 
he is called thereto, wherefocuer, whenſocuer, and before 
whom ſocuer.Paxl was the ſame man, when he made a ſj 

to the chicfe captaine, and to Felix, and vnto Fe//ws, and vnto 
efgrippa. See Chap.12.19. Tie oppoſition Randeth thus; 4 
falſe witnes meereth matters which he neuer heard himſclfe, 
and therefore ſpal periſh, or haue his mouth Ropped ; but 4 
faithful witneſſe ſpeakethnothipg but that hee bearcth hjim- 
ſelfe, or hath certaine kuowledge of, and therefore ſhall ſcape 
deltrution, and peake conſtanth. | - 


Verſe 29. wicked wan hardneth his face ; but as forthe 
epright, be direfttth by way, | 


Ho manhardeneth bis face] The vngodly prog 
eth on whis ſwning without ſhame,or returnivg backe: 
the ſcate of baſhfulnes is in the face, ſothat whereas be ſaith, 
be hardeneth his face, it muſt be vnderitood that he citherde- 
fendeth his finne, or.cxcuſethir, or proceedeth therein with- 
out bluſhing. He is likened co a traveller, thaſertech his face 
agair.tthe wind and weather, and goeth on forward in his 
journey, whether he:be in the way:or our of the way, all is 
one with him, Pt as for the iuſt he direfteth his way ; for the 
juſt man walketh wacily and ſoberly ig this world, and caketh 
care, that neither he erre in any of his opinions, nor ſwerve 
from the law of God in any oſhis ations: wherefore alſoifhe 
be reproued, or admoniſhed for anything chat isnoredtobee 
amiſle inbim, herefifierbinor, bur amendeth his feult, andas 
much as in-himlieth, frameth himfelfein che-whole courſe of 
bis life, vntothe obedience of the Lords commandements. 
Thus flandethihe oppolition:The wicked mans w_—_ 


+: 


I 
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and therefore carelefſe alſo how he walkerh+ bur the = 
ousis modeſt and ſhamefaſt, and there fore direQerh bis feps. 


Verſe20, There «« ne wiſdeme, nw vnder/fianding , nor 
comnſell againſt the Lord, | 


Y the particulars he meaneth that there js nothing in 
a:n, whether wit, policy, or craft, or confederacy, that 
can infringe the decree of God, or hinder the effeR of his pur- 
poſes. For he denierh not that carnall wir, that the ftreine of 
wicked mens arr, thatthe depth of iubtiley,chat combinations 
and coniurations are oppoſedapainfi the Lord, with all their 
power, and plotting, and hellſh praChſes, bur they rake no 
place, they nothing preuaile, as the Palmiſt ſaith, 7h# Lord 
breaketh the counſell of the heathen, andbringeth to naught the 
devices of the people. The connſell of the Lord hat [tand for ener; 
ardthe thong ht of bs heart throughout all ages. And, Why doe 
the heathen rage, and the people murmur in vaine ? The' Kings 
of the earth band themſclues, and the Princes are aſſembled to' 
gether agam/? the Lord, and againſt bis (briſt : let vs breake 
their bands and cat therr phy from ws. Buthethat dwelterh in 
the hrawens ſhall laugh, the Lord ſhall hawte then in detifor. 
Andalthough ſometimes things ſeeme to be effeRed by the 
cunning practiſcs of crafry heads againſt God;and godlineſle, 
#ainft good inen, and 1vſt cauſes, yet nothing is 7 the 
force of their wit, bur onely byhe vertue of Gods will, ſome=- 
times for the corretion othis people, and ſometimes for their 
trill, but all forcherr good, and our glory, asthe Apofilesro- 
gether apprehended, and acknowle in that which ſeemed 
the moſt dirctull ſuccefle which cucr finfull man found, for the 
3 gp of the moſt righteous innocent” Saviour of 'the 
world, Dowbileſſe (fay they) again} thine holy ſorne' leſin, 


Plal. 39.1% 


Pfal 2,1.2-3+ 


whom thon badit annoynicd, both Herod, and Ponting Pilate; A8.427. 


with the Gentiles, and the people of Iſract gathered rhemſeluct 
rogether to do what ſoeuey thine hand,aud thy connfe[[Vad deter- 
mined before to be done, For how can any thing be of fofce a> 
guafthin,who giucth to all creatures their being, and from 
| | Aaz whom 


Pſal.33-16.17, 


Eccleſ9.11, 


Pial.127,1.2. 
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whom men rectiu> ol{ the facultie>ofthdir tnind,and 
ofchcir bodies ; who, foreſecth. all: forure-/ . and: de. 
ſignements : who aſſigneth to-cuery man, all the aRions that 
he ſhall cffe@:who is preſens. io euery.place with wiſdomeand 


mght,tocroſſe all aduerfary craft and power, 


Verſe 31.. The horſe 6s prepared for, the day of battell: but 
fafetre # of the Lord. 


© Pew: horſe is prepared] So are weapons alſo, and armour, 
and {ouldiersthar ſhould yſe them; they are mulited, and 
they are trained; yetthe victory is doubtful} bow great toever 
the army be, how good ſocuer the armouris, and how $kilfull 
and valiant ſocucrthe warriers be : For the King us not ſanedby 
the multitude of an boſt, neither 15 the mighty man delineredby: 
hu great ſtrentth, Ahorſe ts a vaine he(pe,and ſhallnot deliney 
any by his great [trength : for- ſafety is ef the Lord, hee. giueth 
powerto that ide which ſhall win,the field, wizbour' need ot, 


helpe of their forces: for ſometimes the ſmaller mukitude pre« 


uaile, and ſomerimes the weake.ſouldicrs prevaile, a the wiſe 
man by experience obſeryed, ſaying, [ returned and ſaw vnder 


the ſarne thattherace i not tathe ſwiſt, nor the battell tothe. 


ſrong, Now it'is not Sa/omons intention to limit che-point, 
znd reſtraine it ro! this particular, bur his mecoing 3s.therthe 
ſucceſle of cucry thing is in Gods hands, and Rtandeth notin 
the force ofthe meanes, thoughneuer ſo lawfull and likely, as 
it is ſaid, Except the Lord build the houſe,they labour in vaine 
that build it : Except the Lord eepe thecity,the keeper watch» 
eth im vaine: [t « in vaire for you to'reſe vp early, and lie downe 
late, &c. For though great paines bee taken for riches, yet 
wealtl-is from the Lord:;though great riches be gotten for the 
raifing,vp, and fupportance of a family; yet honor and efla« 


bliſhmene is from the, Lotd:thougb counſellbe taken, and dis 


\ligence bg vſcd, far the following of cauſes, and managing of: 


ſgits,yec the ſentence is fromthe Lordahoughphyſicke be mi 


niftred,and medicines 'apphied, yet the-recouery vf health-is. 


fromthe Lord,&c. | 
(1 Cuak 
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- which.4s. giuen, : 
Þ bp chemicked, for Gomgof thee while paor tit 
| I ferhtheirhumour) s to bee chojen, er) 
= loueandfcarethe Lord,and the fellowſhipof 
rn r:cher, more thin any commodi-. 
ties of this life, In the bogke of Rnclefltfice aidypplondinellecCog) du. 
forethebelt ojnerment},vebich.in thoſe parcewere of gre@ vaueMat | 
ke, and werereckonedfor treaſures, andeflcomed with they . , 
moſtpretious things. For amans eredit,and bonouris of Qute/prou.to.7, 


ly madchings his b Becauſe ir lpeealitrtngned 
be. men; whereas other things ina more ec, are 
It, among the wicked: Hypocrites and. mayidee applayy-. 


ded: 2s Herod, and the Phariſces were; TR turnet:; 

their perpetual! ſhame at the lafl as Herod felr, andr AR.12- 
ſees were forerold: The hypocrite ca Res Luk 6.36, 
long reraine his eſtimation, or at all atraine vnro'rrut” ar 
forthar is never ſoparated from hind doelney 
RO WIE PI; TOS HOY 59. 
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Pal. 3.3. 


Plal.106.46. 


Luk.2.52,/., 


mew By this mrancs: many beneficsare obeained, whichother- 
.- | Wiſe 'coold nor-bed-gocten 3 andmuch:good:is- done which 


Naboths was atualnenataatws blaſphemer, andy 
traitor : but it is obſcured but fora time, as-it were clouds 
comming berweene mens eyes, andthe raycs of the ſunne; 
but it cannot be cakenaway for Euer,no more then clouds can 
euer keepe the Sunne from ſhining : for they that cannot take 
awnygrace,canneuer take away true + Waite onthe Dord 


(faith Daz:d )and he ſhall on righteonſwaſſe as ac hight: 
and thy inigement 45 noone day. eAnd nes Tr faxoxr , that 


iking whereb and-gratious 
ary 6 WR God y any peſo ao finer axago/d,then thoſe 
things that aremoftdeſired-and covered :after:! in the world; 
for itis @grearbluſhng fromGod vpandue caſe 
ued and favouredofmen. This is abſerucablein Daw 

ſaph,in Nanid -:& in many others whom the Scripture menti- 
oneth,and cfpecially our Saujourhimſelfe, who is {aid roen- 
crtaſs iv wiſegdome, and fatere, ard fancrbethwith Godand 


withour this could not be performed+ 3s the ring ft of 
the Chutch by Hefter and <Morderay: the buildin 
Femple by Zernbbubel : in yr ar; 20" 
MibentebiTiee Ay wp Th”, gr" ag of chans 
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Verl. 2. The rich and the poore1 KLER, together, and the Lord 
ir the maker of them al, 


rye? Who for 4 chat bach abounded with weakh, 
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ted, For no -ourward-efiare is 
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but thac failerh outro be true which both Han- 
ious mother of Samnzel, and Afary; the blefied 


1 
coals, 


bread,and the bungrie are no more bired, And, be harbput 
_ the mighty from their ſeates aud exalted them of low de- 


. He hath filled rhe bungry with good things, and ſet away Luk.z.52.53. 


the rich empty Riches would be ymollerably admired,ifrhere 
werea perpetuity of them, ſithence that now beiog ſo fugi- 
tive they are ſo greedily coueted, and ſo centbleinhy truſted 
in, And che tability of their Rate which had once gorren the 

v, ſubſtance would rurneto the hurt of their w_ 

,who ſhould chereby conrinually be deprived ofche 

nefics thereof: for if all waters ſhould be dammed vp in a few 
mens ponds,what would become of the grounds, and cattell 
efothers? On the ovher fide;pouerty certaine and continual, 
would impaire that cheerfulneflewhichs in 1abogr and dili- 
gence,and chatthankfulnes forthe good ſuccefleof the ſame: 
Gods promiſes foreatthly blefſings would not be fo forcible, 
nor his power andprovidence fo cleere and conſpicuous. And 
the Lord « che maker of thers all ,che maker of the men,thems- 
her of their eflares, 1:4 che maker of that change and altevark- 
on which often happeneth char the one mightbecome prate- 
full, andthe other humble. This parity did rich /ob acknow- 
ledge to be berweene himfelfe, andhis poore vnderlings, his 
ſeruzms, his bondmen. Did not hee that made me in the womb, 


full, fomero beem 
little: EG 
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#4h, the gratious 
mother of Chriſt did fing : They that were full arebired forth 1.Sam.1.5. 


Deuce 5.41. 


Plal. 37.38. 


350 
on thereof, If no man were in: wane, few men would 
paines to trauell for ja | | 
andthen there wovld be: none te@ vpon.; If 
were poore,Wwho ſhould be the of them? whoſhoald 
ſupply the'r wants, and miniſter reliefe ymtothem? And who 
could cartie the countenance, the port, and conſequentlythe 
reteretice of magiſtracie,and of oublike authority? _ 

Verſ. 3. <A prudent man foreſeeth the enill,end hideth bim- 
ſelfe : but the ſimple paſſe on,andare puniſhed. 


Prudent mas, | He that hath learned holy and heavenly 
wiſedome, ſeeth che plague, forcſeeth ſome iud 
and pun;ſhment ready to fall ypon himſelfe, or the publike e- 
Rare,which hee diſcerneth by the knowledge of fins commit- 
ted,and the due meditation of thethreatnings of God againſt 


take 


the ſame ; all which he verily beleeueth will be executed, and 


bideth bim/«lfe, dealeth like diſcreet perſons, who apprehen- 
ding by ſight or fignes ſome tempeſt ariſing, betake them» 
ſelues co couert,ceither-in « houſe; or vnder a buſh, orin ſome 
other commodious and ſafe place of refuge. p wy fore- 
hight and prevention of evils, is by mn the ſinnesthat 
may bring hurt; or by humbling our ſclues after finnes com- 


mitted, as /o/iab did for himſelfe andthe people ; and by de- - 


pending on Gad alone,withourtruſting co, or vſingof any e- 
uill meanes, Rachab, the Gibeonites,and Nincuites,are preg- 
nant examples for this purpoſe : but the {amp/e, thoſe fillie and 
wicked fooles, worſe then witlefſe idiots z which will neither 


take notice of their iniquities, nor fearing the threatnings of 


God denounced againſt the fame, paſſe ov, in-their wicked 
waies anderanſgrefſions,nor ſeeking any ſhelcer ſomuchas of 
God himſclſe,avd are puniſhed 


, overtaken with ſome euils,ei- 
— curſes n this world, ws rr my 
world to.come :for all obftinate and impenigent perſons 

needs brin defebiop.nms themſelves as: LED 


ther. rdrbe red fr we Ren. _— 
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Protege hldem your fachers,andheyreturnodandai 
th the Lord of bettr hath determined to do aetoſhqatang 
's our owne water andaccerding to our worker, ſo bath bee 

yh 13, Andthis borhin of Gods iuſticeztruth, curſe, 
andoath: inregardof : , who: ſhould not bee fo 
happicby (hunning of linne,if wi men mighc live therein, 
and not bee miſerable. Thowgh a inner doe exill an bundred | 
times,and hy daies bee ed: yet ſurely [ know it ſhall bee ©cclel-$.42, 
vellwith them that feare the Lord, which feare before him, 


Verſ. 4. The reward ef bunuluty,and cho feare of the Lord, « 
riches honor, and life, 


Hereward, Thoſe blefſings wherwich God doth recom- 
pence hamility,that amiable grace of lowlinefle, when a 
man cſteemeth baſely of himſelfe,and thinketh welofothers, - 
and accordingly giuing honour, and nottaking of it; and of 
the feare of the Lord, found picty:and godlinefſe:: 5 riches, the 
lentie of good things, ſo farre as ng a. ſafe for their ſoules; 
Cw, that good name:that: hath» been commended inthe 
firſt verſe ; and /ife, a comfortable continuance in this life,vn- 
till they be ripe for another,and then the enioyment of thar, 
with all happinefle for euer.Seechap. 3.15.and: 16, 17, - 


Verl. 5. -Thorwes and ſrares art in the way of the froward: 
Int be that doth keepe bu ſonte all br farre from them; 


__— and ſnares.) Moſt grievous plagues and puniſh- 

; ments, ſuch ag are-contrary to the <oprge anne. wa 
the humble and godly in thei former. verſe 2 the rhernes of pe- 
hurie, want, and beggery: the thornes of comtemprt,and the 
ſnare; ofdeath,are in r es and coutſes which he taketh, - 


whole.) ſhe et good: ( = = 
ouer theſe mens heads, and cherefore allo froomcel 


Loe (ſaith lob ) therr atten aha endder 
the wicked he farve frons me, How oft ſhall thecandle of the wi 
her bee put ome? and bow oft commetb their Tin 
chews: "Oeddifeibarab es anpopmetie, 


| Verſ.6.Traine vp acbildin the way wherein be ſhould 
wed be willnot deyars from when be « old. mt, 


þ mes vp achild] Giue inſtruQtion edi hou mentay 
whercot may bee gathered, noronely by che mention of 
child, but by the he fig cation ofche Hebrew word, whichis 
as much as if ir were ſaid, cmechize him, iniciare bias; encer 


h it dedicate did their how- 
Er DIES 


ding to-his c in the grounds andpri 
admonih him alſo of his faukes, reach andprciies frei 


chem; rectific and firengrhen him, whileshee is yer a flexible 
ant »plucke vp rhe-weedes whictvyer begin to. grow inhis 
cart,vuhile chey be young and tender, before they have t4- 
ken too much rooting, yn Panl requireth che performance 
of the ſame dury, faying; vert tap? obildren 
tt of the Lord, Hee would haue them to ſucke ince- 
bio n, if not with their mothers milke, yer ſhortly after al- 
nepsrhey ave of it, Hereare twworeaſonrwhith 
iayimoue menco precepet” Fhe fwvſt.,s the cauſe 


gee. Thenchdnk ower s the peo, enttheburenos 


Jrvent to th c lender mal RW 

Th5 inn6ed ofchexieb, b Grit nds becom- 
meth his Lord, vfurping authority; and bearing awa the 
Gray for all-marters : for every maſt brashee will haue - 
ir,and the borrower is ſernant tothe \for heech X 
ve ng we ſay goeth a forrowing: _ he loſerh his | 
whos times wore | 
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with Eagles wings, trong and 

when his fiate wh rp. ftotnacke alſo Fug ned Sr 

for when hewas ſer on the ground ypo# biefee, tha wn _ 

beart (whichis more mild and a ginen with bim, 

For irpuſferh vp the heart, andimakerh men proud and hi 

tie, thinking themſelues theworrhieftmen,:atd con 

all others: and' ſo it commethtopaſſe alſo by the ine: 

of power: for they ſee-themſelues ſo Rrengthened b 

ſubſtance,char they beable to prevailein kgs they w 

allthe ynable rorefift them. Sectviry tio is Soi 

joyned witha great eſtate: for they that are Ys aloft, doe'tot 

ſo much as CO they are ſutiea dude Ting 
O will cudll ;' as the 

ann47ox Iboaſting.: hal "wall Lady for ever; fo ? hy 

didft not lay theſe things to thy heart neither remembredſ} thy 

luterend. And in all this their follieandmadneſfle end 

very much forwarded by the inchantment offlarteters, 


Verſ.8. Hethat ſewer iniquity, Paltrepe ys ith 
rod of bis auger [ball faile. 


H E that ſoweth iniquity, tes that wth: himſelſe 6 over 

with ineflero — fl yeae vanity, con 

digoepuni and calamiry, efj from Godindue 

rae ok \s an Er fpeechfrom oo t Dyes 
of an harueſt after their ſeeding, and! 

grajn ſow,that they LED 5p 0 


and {{ ed men doe neceſſarily ooo ) 
neo Rhphne by oy 
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And 5re4p.Vp6 mens ground ſomtimesthiſtles grow in ſtead 
r of EY I cock in ſtead of barley: bur this finfull ſeed... 
iow man, is ſure to hauc his owne againe, and that in full propor= 
bur roa.there will bee neither alceracion of graine, nor defcR of 

; wih ; che truth and iuſtice of God will never permit that. 


3 3 


This is perpetually true in all manner finnes whereunto they 
addict chem(ſelues, without repentance, eſpecially of tyrannie 
2nd opprefſion, the rod of his anger hall faile, that is, as in his 
grrogancic and indjgnationhe'that ſcourged the poore,ſo hee 
ſhall be ſcourged therewith, andit ſhall bee ſpent ypon him- 
ſelfe, fo that he ſhall haue no/ power to hurt others: forthe 
more violent and cruell wicked men are, the neerer their po- 
wer draweth to an end: for the harder and more often men 
frike wich che rod, the morethey waſte it... 


Verl. 9: Hethat hath a bountiful eeſhallbe bleſſed: for hee 
ginith of bis bread to the poore, 


# 


Ht that hath a bowntifulleye ] Hee that is mercifull and li- 
berall coward others ( fora good man will haue hiseye, 
and other ſenſes to further his heart tro compaſſion : as Moſes 
went to ſee the. burthens of his brethren: and thoſe blefled 
ones whom our Sauiour will praiſe at the laſt day, viſired the 
bungry the thiritie,the ſicke,the prifeners)( as contrariwiſe an 
euill eye is pur for an cnujous. and evill perſon, becauſe with 
the ame he corcupterh his heart) ſ/halibe bleſſed: for not only 
mea will wiſh bim well, burthe Lord himſelfe willpowre yp« 
0n him ftoce of earthly and heavenly bleflings : to that the 
ruites of good grace (hal | encreaſe with.him : for he gineth of 
bis bread to the poore, and all other neceffaries, accordingto 
their need; ang. bis \cſtate,! And: therefore the Lord accor« 
dingto his.owne-goadacſle, will yeeld him-therecompence 
ofhis goodnefſe, 
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Verlſ., 10, 


God might be mocked : For whatſoener a man ſoweth that ſhall G1 g oe 


Rom,16. 


356 PROVERES. 


Verſ. 10, Cat ont the ſcorner and contention ſhall gee on: 
yea ſtrife and reproch ſhall ceaſe. 


Aft ont, \ Thou whomit concerneth, as hauing a calling 

thereunto,as farre as thou mayeſt with equity, and con» 
ueniencie cxpell and baniſh out ofthy companie, thy familie, 
and juriſdiction, the ſcorner, hee that contemneth good men, 
good inſtructions, good matter. For beſide the reaſon perticu« 
larly ſpecified, there is great reafon why hee ſhould bee aban« 
doned ; becaule hee is infe@ous; and able ro corrupr all that 
conuerle with him, He delighteth to trouble the company of 
godly men.and diſturbe all good conferences,it there bee 
pofſibilicy of cure tobe done of him ; this wn ue ri 
fion is the moli likely meanes to wor ke vpon his heart, andre 
claime him : or if he receive no benefic by it, it will bee anex- 
emplaric warning and adinenitioa to others, and contention 
berwcene him and others well affeRed ſhall haue an end, For 
there is no way to auoid contention with ſcorners, but by ex» 
cluding them out of our companie. For while they give t 
ſclues to contradiing and ſcorning,and take acertainepride 
and plcaſure therein, they doe nothing but prouoke braws 
ling and quarrels. Yct by that meanes of thruſting out ſcor- 
ners, (irife nor onely with him, bur part taking many finnes 
with others, and reproch, ſhame for,andin following fuch difs 
cord, frallceaſe, be compoſed, andproceed no further, Hee 
meaneth that difſolute men are cither the authors, or main- 
tainers of comtent:on, and//rife, which without them would 
either neucr haue been begun, or being kindled would ſoone 
be quenched : for they aredeſtiture of the peace of Godin 
their hearts, for they are enemies to peace, and to cuery godly 
man that deſireth to live peaceably, as Dawid complaineth, 


ſaying: 1 ans for peace, when 1 ſpeaks thereef they are fer 


warre, 


Verl.11. 
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Verſe rt. He that loxethpurenes of heart, for the grace of 
bi lips, the King ſhall be bis friend. 


E that loneth purexes of heart] Which is fincere, and vþ- 
Hei intheinward man,deſiring that grace whichaccor« 
dipgco his wiſh his ſoule cannor ſo fully attaine ynto, de- 
tefling that corruption which hee cannot perfeRly be purged 
from:for the grace of his lips becauſe he vuereth alſo gracious, 
andgrarefull chings, not ſuch as tickle the eares , but fuch as 
effett a fairhfull heart : for it 15 the note of fncerity toioyne 
heart and tongue together in good cauſes, euen by our Saui- 


ours teſtimony whodeclareth,that 4 good man, out of the good Marr 3.35; 


treaſure of his heart, bringeth forth good things. To this a» 
greeth that of the Pſalmi(i, CAfine heart will vtter forth a good 


matter, [ will intreat in my workes of the King, my tongue 4 #1 Phl.45.r, 
the pen of « ſwift writer. The King ſhallbe hs friend, be ſhall and 1743+ 


dewell, and friendly vſed of great perſonages:forthe King ei= 
ther will, or ſhould delightin ſuch perſons, as Dazid did in 
Hyſbai, His purpoſe is, to declare that faichfulnes isthe beſt 
way to prefermemt :as we ſee it verifiedin /oſeph, in Daviel,in 
Mardecai,and ſundric others recorded in the Bible. For hone» 
ly, andplaine dealing is a thing defirable : and therefore men 
for their owne ſakes,often make choice of, and imploy ſuch as 
they may truſt and rely vpon, And God hath the Kings heart 
in bs band, to deriuc his louc ynto his ſeruants, and to bring 
thoſe into his fauour, which are beloued;and fauovred of him, 
andthat mary times for the yſe, and comfort of diuers of his 
children : for by the loue of Pharas to /ofeph all the family of 
lace was relieucd ; andby the kirdnes of Aſhuerofh to Eſter, 
the whole Church and nation ofthe Tewes was preſerved, Ir 
ſeemeth that the acceptation of the ſound hearred man in this 
_ oppoſed to the reieion of the ſcorner in the verſe 


© 


Verſe 12. 


| Provanns. C 


1355 6 
Verſe 12. Theeyes of the Lord ms know ledge : but bes 
4 


evertbreweth the matters of the tranſgreſſor, 


He eyes of the Lord] His gratious mercie, and 
Tas (for hee kent God after the des uf 
capacitie of men) preſer#e, keepe in ſaferie from all hurt and 
danger,kyowledge, men indued with true knowledge and wif. 
dorne, the qualities of the minde being put by a Metonymir, 
for the perſons indued therewith and their ſtare, and affaires 
alſo,as may be collefed by the Anrirheſis, but he onerthroy. 
eth the matters of the tranſgreſſor : ſometimes hee reſiftethat 
the beginning of their attempts: ſometimes they proceede on 
io their buſinefle in great hope, and likelihood of happie ſuc. 
cefſe : but when they are about to ſet on the roofe, their foun. 
dation faileth, and downe commeth all their building, their 
words, their thoughts, their ations, their Rate, all chatthe) 
ſaid, purpoſed, did or had gotten, is quite overturned, wot 
commeth to naught : For God doth ſet himſelfe againſt them 
in every one ot theſe. The oppoſition ftandeth thus : The re, 
of the Lord preſerue ſuch as haue knowledge , and therefore 
eltabliſherh their matters, bur they are direRted againftthoſe 


which are ſinfully ignorant, and therfore ouerthroweth their 
affaires, 


Verl. 13. The flethfull man ſaith there is a Lion without :1 
ſhall be ſlaine in the ſereetes, | | 


þ $- flotbfull mas) He that giveth himſelfero idlenes, and 
loytering, faith a Lion is without: although hee viter not 
the ſame words which are ſet downe in this place, yet hee ſo 
behaueth himſelfe,as if hee ſpake them, by faining oflers, and 


fearing of dangers, as lofle of life, or of fagzour, or. of hibertie, 


or of money, hath alwaies one excuſe or other, either inhis 


hear t,or in his mouth : For this complaint of the Lion is but 
caſting of an imgaginedperill; imagined,I fay, becauſe he = 
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kerh a Lambe to be a Lion,and is terrified with his @wne con- 
ceit: For Lions haunt not in fireeres, but'in woods and wil- 
derneſſes : and iFa Lion were inthe ſtreete of a citie, or towne, 
there would bee helpe enough to ſaue the man, and kill the 
beall,ſo that there need to be ne ſuch dread to beſlainethere- 
in, It is the purpoſe of the holy Ghoſt to declare the diſpoſi- 
tion of men that are vnwilling to doe good, they will deuiſe 
ſhifes,and faine excuſes,needlefie, and Rnſcleſſe and very ab- 
ſurd, rather then they will be induced to performe that which 
they affe&t not, King Zedekjab was perſwaded to yeeld him- 
ſele co the King of Babel, and ſo he, his people, and the citie 
ſhould be ſpared from the ſword : but hee durſt not forſoorh, 
becauſe be was afraid of the [ewes that were fallen unto the kin 
of Babel, le 't th:y ſhomld be delinered to them, and they Won 
woke h:m. Certaine ſearchers were ſent with Joſhua and Cas 
kbinto the land of Canaan,to view the countrie,to the intent 
they might bring good newes tothe people, & animate them 
to goe and take pofſetſion thereof: but they wanted courage, 
and had no minde to incounter with the Canaanites, & there- 
forecould picke quarrels againſt the place, and finde out rea- 
ſonsin reſpeR of the perſons; to afray themiſelues, and all their 
brethren "9 chat expedition. T he cities are walled(fay they) 


and exceeding great,the people be ſtrong that dwell inthe land: Numb.13.33. 


itis a land that eateth wp the mbabitants of it : and the men that 
artinit are of great ſtature : for we ſaw giants the ſonnes of A= 
nh, which came of the giants,ſo that we ſeemedin onr ſight like 

aſboppers,and ſo wee were in their ſight, Was there eucr any 
thing more gratious, comfortable, and lightſome; then the 
kingdome of Chriſt ? and hath euer any gouernment beene 
more milde and righteous, then that of Daxid, his ſubſtitute 
and figure? and yet the contemptuous rebels which refuſed 
toſubmit rhemſelues thereunto, could picke quarrels againſt 
the ſame as if they had been cruell and tyrannous, accounting 
them rather priſons and Iayles,then tollerable T—_— 


Fain ( fay they ) breake their bands, and caſt their cordes p(4l. 144 
vs, 


Bb Ds Verſ.14. 


7 lerem.18.19, 
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Verſe 14. The month of a ſtrange woman is 4 ditch ce 
be that is abhorred of the Lord "; fall therein, ——_— ſy 
| T 
He month| The faire ſpeeches,and flattering words ynte. 
red by the mouth of « frange woman, of an harlot, or 
whore,is 4 deepe ditch,full of grear danger.It is very ficly com- al 


pared to a pit, becauſe he that falleth thereinto cannotriſe 
againe, bur is plunged into eternall and moſt fearefull deſtre- 
Qion,and bottomleſle milſerie. See chap.7.26.27. 

eAnd bee that is abhorred of the Lord) Such a one againſt 
whom God 1s prouoked by former wickednes : being deli. 
vered vp by him into a reprobate ſenſe, through a peculiar 
kinde of reuenge,ſhall be ſeduced by her,as this our Salowen 
elſwhere alſo teſtifierh; / ſind more bitter then death the woman 
whoſe beart is ſnares and nets, and her hands as bands : whoſo 
/e ang God ſhall eſcape from her : but the ſinner ſhall be taken 
- nana . 


Verſe t 5. Fooliſhwes is bound to the heart of achilde: but the 
rod of corretlionſballdrine it ont, 


| Comer Wantonnes, frowardnes, and fimplicitie ſprea- 
deth it ſelfe thorow the whole fleſh of youth, but eſpecial- 
ly hath aboad in their ſoules, where it is deeply rooted : For 
x tr reaſon is weake, their will waiward, and their whole 
heart addited and inclined to euill. And this corruptionis 
bound vp in ſuch ſortin a childes heart, as that it is faft 

thereunto,as a packe or a fardell is to an horſes back, So 

all children, as well as elder folke,are addicted and inclinedto 
euill,finne,and folly. And David yeeldeth a reaſon hereof:(for 
that which hee teſtifieth of himſelfe pertaineth to all others) 
when hee ſaith, that he was borne in jniquitie, and 1hat in finut 
bis mother had conceined him. But the rod of correfion wil 
ariwe it ont : CorreQion given with the rod will be a very 
good: meanes to remoue it. For the medicines _ 
which God yſeth to euery age, bee effeQuall ro hi nn 
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that age: as tothe elder fort, the Word, the Sacraments, and 
cenſures of the Church : to the younger ſort, _— to 
ſuch as are yer but tender, inſtruRons, with the rod of parents 


and goucrnours. 


Verl.16. He that eppreſſeth the peore to increaſe hit riches, 
and he that gineth to the rich,ſhall ſurely come to powertie, 


E that oppreſſeth the peore) Either by fraud, or force, or 
any indireQ meanes, ts increaſe hisriches,to make him- 
ſelfe more rich and mightie thereby : for they that take away 
from the needie , viually beflow where no neede is, and the 
teſt oppreſſors are commonly great bribers of thoſe that 
are aboue them, and often make feaſts to their ſuperiours, to 
them co be their friends, and to ſerue theirturnes: thattheir 
Bales may be winked at,and diſpenſed with : and to ſave their 
credir, which is impeached by their violent and ynmercifull 
dealing, ſhall ſurely come towant. For ctueltie,and vniuſt dea- 
ling,is the way to ouerthrow a mans efiate,as Zophay witnel< 
ſeth: That which hee labonred for ſhall he reftore, andſhall not 
ſwallow it downer: according to his ſubftance ſhall his reftitmtion 
brand be ſhall not reioyce therein, Becanſe he hath oppreſſed the 
Joore, becauſe hee hath violently taken away an houſe which bee 
bailded not, The Lord by law of requitall doth oftentimes 
expoſe them to oppreſſion, or elſe orherwiſe powreth a curſe 
ypon them : this ſometimes they haſten by their owne greedy 
defires, in ſtriving to compaſſe great matters, and to that end 
give tothe rich, and namely to the Vſurers, that they may fur= 
niſh chem with money, when there will nor be ſufficient for 
thepurpoſe : who having gotten them into their clutches, do 
pray vypon them, vntill chey have drawne them drie,neuer cea« 
hog co ſucke,ſo long as there is any moiture in their eſtate, 


Verſ.17, Bow downe thine eares, aud beare the words of the 


biſe and applie thine be art to my vnderitanding. 


om the beginning of the renth chapter, to this place, di- 
Pee Burn bar ber done ne by wy, 
NS... 
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of doctrine, then. exhiortation,,Now that iile being akered 
S2lomon returneth to take vnto him the, perſon of afather;and 
for the moſt part doth ſpeake after that manner which he yſed 
inthe nine firſt chapters,and this courſe he holdeth intherems 
nant of this chapter,and the two next following. Apaine,ex. 
hortation is here propounded, which 4s {et foorth by theſab. 
ietof ir: the duties whereunto hee doth perſwadevs inthig 
verſe, and is inforced by reaſons for confirmation of it, inthe 
foure next following, Thedurie is firſt ſer downe more gene. 
rally, &o embrace the words of wiſe men: and more particy- 
larly zo beactentiue to his knowledge: Bow downe thine cares, 
and hearken unto the words of the wiſe, bend the ſenſe of heg 
ring,which is the entric of yaderſtanding, vnte the ſpeeches, 
and writings of the godly learned. For regard isto be had to 
the documents and inſtructions of men induced with pietie 
and vuderſtanding, and that doth Daxid require. of allin that 
Pſal.qg.t, ample and. ſerious exhortation : Heare this, all yee people, 
gine eare all ye inhabitants of the world, Our neederequirerh 
It, who cuer wee are, though as Daxid, or Peter : and Gods 
blefſing is beſtowed vpon thoſe that are-attentiue to ſuch, 
Chap.13.14, and his judgements purſue uch as reiehem; 
r.King.1z, 5 weinay (ce in Rehoboams,in eAmaziah,and in Elies(onnes, 
and apply thine heart to my knowledge. See chap.2.2, 
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k 
[; Verſe 18. For it is apleaſant thing,if thou keeps them within 
F thee,they ſhall withall be fitted in thy lips, | 
he 
d: 
m 


£ þ He reaſon whereby he doth conſieme his doQrine;is fir 
fromthe deleCtarion, and delightfulnes, of it, ia the be- 


ginning ofchis verſe: the ſecond trom the commoditie and 01 

i: victulnes of it,in the latter-part of this verſe,and inall the next; ve 

14 thirdly,fromthe excellencie and dignitic of it, in the twele ec 

I] ticth verſe : fourthly, from the certaintic and truth,in the one by 
| - £ co 


and ewentieth, PNECI OW'S = 1 
For it is a pleaſant thing, the hearing,and vnderftanding of an 
them, and all other Scriptures, & ſ»eete, and comfortable,49 | 
ioyfull.co.the. heart, as any aſpect oc beautifull Gght gan pok 
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ſibly be to theeye,or the moſt delicious foode can bee to the 
rafle : For they are found and felt ro bee ſweeter then the 


bon, or the hony combe, For by theſe a man is eſtared in p,j;y1Q, 


Chiift, in Gods fauour, in heauen, and in all the promiſes : if 
thou keepe them within thee, in thy heart, in thy minde, and in 
thy memorie : the Hebrew word is in ehy beth, which ſome- 
times in the Scriptures is taken for the inward parts,or facul- 
ties of the ſoule,they ſhall be withall fitted on thy lips, From the 
pleaſure of them, he commerh ro the yſe, and profit of them: 
which in the firſt place is externall, they ſhall furniſh a man 
with wholeſome and ſcaſonable ſpeeches. Ir is faid they ſhaft 
be fitted on thy lips, the inſtrument, or cauſe, being pur for the 

athereof: for the word of God in the heart and minde, 
doth yeeld matter ro the tongue and lips, of fruirfull confe- 


' rence: and he that applieth his care to heare attentiuely, ſhall 1Gj,,0.4.5. 


thereby inable his mouth to ſpeak fruirfully,and for the good 
ofmany. And agreeable hereurto is that inthe Palme, The 


' mouth of the righteous ſpeaketh wiſedame, and bis tongue tal- Plal,37,z0.31. 


beth of 1ndgement : For the law of Godis in his heart, there- 
fore none of his fteps (hall ſlide. 


Verl. 19. That thy truft may bee inthe Lord, | bane made 
tnowne vnto thu day een vnto thee, 


E ſheweth another vſe and fruit of his doQrine, and all 
Gods words, which is internall, and that which concer- 

neth che inward man,which is hope, confidence, and depen- 
dance ypon God : as ifhe ſhould haue faid:To the intent thou 
maieſt either deſpaire, nor yet ſecurely leanc vnto thine 
owne wiſedome, I have both by my words and writings gi- 
venthee ſuch inftruRion, as ſhew both /ebowah to be the true, 
eternall,and all-ſufficient God, as alſo declare the duties of 0- 
dience, wherein men are to walke before him. For the 
whole feope of the Scripture is, to bring men to belecucin, 
and confidently to reft on God, as Saint Pax! teacheth, affir- 


ming, that wha: ſoewer things bane been written in fore time, Rom.1 5.4. 
| Pre written for our learning, that we thorough patience, 
B 


d 3 comfort 


Negudim, 


Shal him, 
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comfort in the Scriptures might hawe bope. For in thigconſi. 
ieth all true bleficdnefſe: as from yaine cenfidence, ad 
worldly truſt all miſery proceedeth,. 


Verſ,20. Hanue I not written wnto thee excellent things in 
connſels and knowledge ? 


H's verſe containeth the third reaſon, commending the 

excellencie of Sa/omons leflons, and all the reſt of Gods 
doctrines,which he exprefleth, partly by a /imzle,or compari. 
ſon,and partly by the matter and ſubieCt which they handle 
and entreart of : the compariſon is taken trom the _ 
and Jeprees of great men ; and therefore he faith, that they are 
excellent,or princely,nor baſe or common, but rare androyall 
ſentences : before in this booke Chriſt ſaid, I will vtter the 
words of rulers : there is vi. d a word inthe Hebrew, that no« 
teth out thoſe gouernours which guide and leade the people: 
and here another which Ggnifieth thoſe nobles which are in 
the thud place from the King. The ſubic&s hereof is comnſels, 
and hyow/-dge, which reucale and make manitelt the revuelati- 
01,and mainfeltation of Gods counſels and purpoſes which 
aduiſc aman, and giue him perfect direQion in all his waies, 
which ſo cleerely informe a man in whatlocuer is fic for him 
to vnderfiand, as that there is nothing meet for his ſoule, of 
ſtare, or credit, or any thing appertaining vnto him for his 
good,but ke may know,and haue ſound intelligence thereok 


Verſ. 21. That I may make thee to bnow the certamty of the 
words of trath ;that thou mayeit anſwere the words of truth 1 
them that ſend unto thee, 


H Ere we haue the laſt reaſon whereby this doQrine is prai- 
ſed,the verity of that which he in this place, and the {pi- 
ric of God every where doth reach: which firtt hee exprelly 
prof-flerh and teacheth, and after enlargeth by the end and 
eftcot v1 the lame; 7 bat { might make thee rohnow rhe certamiy 
of rhe words of erm: hv; as if he ſhould have Law l do wort broach: 


or 
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or give out fantaſies or fables, which vaniſh or ever they come 
to paile,or fiQions of things whichneuer were : but I publiſh 
eructhes, whereof thou maieſt haue a perfeR evidence, and 
which ſhall be performed withour faile in their ſeaſon: and are 
not onely to be credited as humane words, or writings, bur to 
de belecued with faith as the ſayings of God, Theend of this 
followerth, the thou mightefF anſwere the words of truth to 
them that ſe-d vnto thee; which tendcth ro this purpoſe : T,and 
the Lord which ſpeakerth by me, would not onely haue thee 
to apprehend and bee perſwaded of the truth thy ſelfe, but to 
confiraie it alſo to others, atid bee able to render a reaſon of 
thy iudgement and doings to thoſe that ſhal cal theetoan ac- pn, ;6. 
count,and to giue ſound aduice to choſe that ſhall require thy 1,Pcr.3.15, 
counſel, ; 


Verſ.12. R:b not the poore, becauſe he is poore,nor the afſlifted 
in the gate, 

213. For the Lord will pleadthe cauſe, andwill ſpoile thoſe 
that ſpoiled them, 


f even two verſes containe a caueat againſt oppreſſion ; 
wherein wee may note the parties ſpecially to bee freed 
from moleſtation, and the manner of moleſting in the former 
verſe; 2nd the reaſon of itin the latter, The parties not ro bee 
wronged are the poore, Rob not the poore, take nothing from 
him vnjuſtly, not vpon that title which he hath, nor any part of 
his ſabfance, becauſe he i poore, embolden not thy iclfe by 
the fight of his debiliry, and thine owne power tofly ar him, 
devoure,or phime him, but therefore bee the more warie,and 
ifnothing elſe detaine thee fiom that attempr, yer let this, be- 


_ Canſe be is poore,and hath more need to bee relieved then fur- 


ther moJe'ed. The manner of wrong doing forbidden is, op- 

Preſſe not the offiiited tn the gate, Itis agricuous faulk to adde 

affliction to the afflited, but ro doc it in the gate, to abuſe pril,69.26, 
ones might in the place and ſeare of ivſtice, which is meant by 

the gare, there ro onercthrow the right of himthat is wrong- 

tully purſued, or grieuouſly G4 an intollerable _ 

Bb 4 an 
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and hainous offence: for God hath appointed 'ir ney 


for them that arc wronged, and for reliefe of them which 
Raine iniuries. The realon why this finne is to be auoi 
men ſhould ſo carefully abRaine from it,is, becauſe the Lord 
will take the matter into his hand, though all the counſell bee 
againſt them now,and no man take ypon him the defence of 
their cauſe,or to open his mouth in their behalfe, yet God in 
time, without a fee will proue thatthe law and right was on 
their (ide,and though the bench-bee made again(t them, and 
ſentence paſſed on their aduerſaries fide,yet the ſuite willnot 
ſo bee ended, bur haue a new day of hearing hereafter, when 
God ſhall be Iudge,who will make a decree that all the pro- 
ceedings againſt him,ſhall be reuerſed,or left ſo recompenſed 
25 ſhall be to their honour,and their enemies ſhame: For bee 
will ſpoile their ſoule that ſpoileth them,execute vengeance, and 
iudgements vpon the ſoules and bodies of theiroppreflors,to 
their vtter ouerthrow incarth,or hell,amongſ men, or before 
the throne of Chrilt in the world ro come. This was. of great 
moment with /ob to deterre him from violence, and iniuflice 
towards his feebleſt inferiours, whom hee could haue had 
meanes moſteafily to cruſh: IF 1, faith he, haxe lifr vp my hand 
ag ainit the fatherleſſe,when | ſaw my belpe in the gate; then let 
mine arme fall from my ſhoulder blade,and mine arme be broten 


from the bone, For deftruttion from God was 4 terrour vntome, 


and [ could not be delinered from bus highneſſe. 
Verſ. 24. Make ne friendſhip with an angry mas, and with 


4 furious man thou ſhalt not goe, 
25. Leſt thou learne hu waies,and get 4 ſuare to thy ſoule. 


MX 0 friendſhip | Chuſe not him to bee thy familiar 
friend, who isof a wrathfull diſpoſition either goe with 
bim, be not ſociable with,nor oft in the. companie of he fur 
#ns7 man, himthat is wholly giuen to heate and furie, and can» 
not ſubdue his angrie and outragious affeRions : Some by nas, 
ture ſomewhat haſtie are not vtterly to beereiced, or exclu- 


ded from our companie, if through Gods grace they _ 
mM- 
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clues in any good meaſure : buc.ſuch as neither hauepo-» 
_ will to 0 S their paſſions,cither by Gods de 
vſe ofreaſon,are fit to liue alone, as Dragons, or wild beaſts, 
The reaſons of this precept are from the euill effeR thar will 
proceed from ſuch a companion. Oneis, left chow /carne bis 
waies, leſt by his example and company thou be infeRed with 
his vices. For ſociety with any kind of wicked perſon is dange-= 
rousco cauſe infeRion,and in perticularin this caſe, there can 
be no ſafety in breach or kindneſle with him: If we accord,and 
there be agreement betweene vs,we ſhall heare voerue reports — 
from him,and fo be partakers with him : if breaches, wee ſhall 
bedriven alſo to brawle and contend, and ſoar the laſt get an 
habicof frowardnefle, Another is, /eiF chow get a ſnare to thy 
ſenle, leſt thou be driven into ſome quarrels, to doe miſchiefe, 
tothe endangering of = ſoule,or life,or be aſſaulted with his 
violence, and meet with a deadly blow at his hands : for the 
furious perſon ſpareth not to ſhead blood,neither are his moſt 
familiar and kindeſt friends alwaics free from his rage or af- 
faults. 


Verl.25,Be wot thonove of chem that (frike bands nor of thems 
that are ſureties for debts, by 
26, If thouhaft nothing to pay,why ſhould be take away t 

rok A 3 27 He Moat 9 


B* net of the number of them that ſtrikg hands. See chap. 5, 
1.2.3, 

If thou baft nothing te pay If thou baft vndertaken for more 
then he for whom thou gaueſt thy word, is able to farisfie, or 
thouthy ſelfecanſt conueniently diſcharge hy ſbow/d be raks 
ava) thy bed from wnder thee ? why doſt thou-through thine 
owne follie commit, that thou ſhouldefſt bee deprued ofthe 
ded whereon thou liefi? and have a-thing ſo necefſarie as that 
1sto bee taken away from thee, and ſo beſides the ſhame and 
Ufgrace thou ſhalc haue nothing to lie on. Sce chap.20.16. 


Verl. 27» 


Deut.19.1 4. 


Deur.27.17. 
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Verſe 27. Rewtowe not the ancient land. warkes which thy 4 
thers bane ſet. t 


R Emone not| By force, or fraud, openly, or ſecre:ly, inthe 
day, or in the night, the ancient land- markes, to inja 
thine owne ground,and detract from others,wh:ch thy faiher; 
baue ſet, which thine anceftors have made for bounds and lj. 
mics. [1 Iudeathe changing ofthe markes of lands did breed 
great contulion,in the yeere of Jubile, wherein their grounds 
wereto be rcſtored to the firſt poſlefior, or at leattto their po- 
Keritie, Amongit vs incroaching on other mens poſteſſions, 
and the deceitfull difplacing of the fignes of our inhv ritances, 
cauſeth ſuices of law, fraies, and ſlaughter, If mens grounds 
ſhould noc bee ſencred by creekes, or ditches, or hedges,or 
meare-ſtones, or ſome other markes, much wrong would bee 
done, an none ſhould know his owne : and therefore faith 
MAoſes in Demeronomic, Remane not the ancient bounds which 
the elders haxe ſet downe. And by the infringing of this 
cept men incurre that ſolemne curſe, which was publikly de- 
nounced ypon mount Eball, with the Amer of all the multi- 
tude, Curſed be he that remoneth his neighbours marke and all 


the peop.eſhall ſay Amen. 


Verſ. 28. Sce/t thou a man diligent in his buſineſſe? he ſhal 
Pandbefore Kings aud nor before mweaxe men. 


Ee? rhon aman diligent, or ſwift {for fo the word ſignih- 

eth) in hs bu/ineſſe, doetſt rhow oblerue one who diſpatch- 
th any worke of the body or minde with nimblencs,orthat 
doth as it were flie about bis matters errands? be ſbaf! Pand bee 
fore Kings he (hall berecciucd into the ſcruice of Nobles,and 
Princes, who are wont greatly xo dchght in thoſe that are 
quicke ſpirncd,and painfull,ard net before me ane men, remat- 
ncth not inthe number ofthem, but is more highly preferred. 
Whereby he fignifierh, that faithfulnes ina calling, is the beſt 
way. to true aduancement. If they haue nor nm 
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with great men, becauſe their families bee not alwaies ſafeſt 
for their ſoules and manners, yer they ſhall be fure of faitour, 
1nd countenance, from'the grear God, which' of all orhers 
yeeldeth the greateft honour.Sce chap.12.24. | 


# CHAPTER, XXII; 


A — — — 


Verſ.1. hen thow fitteſt With a ruler, confider diligently 


what is before thee, 
2 For thou putteſt a hnife to thy throte, if thou be a man gi- 


yen to thine appetite, 
3 Be not deſirous of his daintie meate, fer it ts a deceitful 


weate, 


wI22 MG He holy Ghoſt dedared inthe laſt yerſe of the 
: DY former chaprer,rthat diligence aduancerh tothe 


preſence, and ſpeech of great perſonages: and 


x now in the beginniog of this chapter,he ſhew= 
Þ eth how they ſhould behave themſclues when 
they come before them : ſpecially when they fic to eate with 
them, Theſe verſes containe two exhortations, inforced with 
their ſeuerall reaſons, The firſt is to bee wiſe, and conſiderate 
atthepreſent whiles we are at the cable with chem :thatthen 
weſhew not our felues rauenous, and vnciuill,in the rwo firſt 
verſes. The other,thar we doe nor greedily affe& dainries, to 
preſſe our (clues to the feafts and tables i her berters,efpeci- 
ally noble perſonages, and courtiers, in rhe third verſe. Conſe 
der rligently what is before thee, ponder, and 6bſerue, with 
wiſedome,and thſcretion,the narure and number of choſe di- 
ſhesthar are placed on the table, that thou begin nor where 
thouſhouldeſt not, and ſo bewray want of good manners, br 
ouercharge thy tomacke by feeding on eucry one,and ſo dif- 
grace thy ſelfe with intemperance : Fortis an ordinarie _ 
a the tables of Princes and great Lords,to have dinerfitie © 
meates, with diuers ſorts of wines aud plentic, toſhew their 
maghi- 
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magnificence, whereof a man cannot fall to euery one with. 
out luxuric,and excefſe,which is odious at all times, and in all 
places, but much more thee,andin ſuch a preſence, Andiher. 
fore men ought to be as circumſpeR at their meate, as in an 
other of their affaires: becauſe mens eyes looke vpon them, 
which oughtto be regarded,eſpecially if they be men of qua- 
licic and place : and Gods eyes behold them, which of al others 
ought molt to bee reſpeCed, S,/nde marketh them with the 
brand of wicked perſons which feede themſelnes without al 
feare. Otherwiſe thou putteſf a knife ts thy throte : Ifrhou bee 
immoderate in thy dict, and haft not power to bridlethine 
appetite, and reſtraine thy ſelfe from exceſſiue cating and 
drinking, thou doeſt after a ſort indanger thy life, as ; Fon 
diddeſt put a knife to thy throte,and ſo be made the author of 
thine owne death : For ſurfeiting and drunkennes doth de» 
firoy health, and fo thereby men offer violence to their bo- 
dies : and the puniſhment of them is everlaſting death, and fo 
thereby they dettroy their owne ſoules, Be not deſirous of bu 
daintie diſhes, luſt not after, nor couet with an vnbridled affe- 
Aion his delicates: the Hebrew word importeth ſuch ay” - 
as ſauour well to the taſte, and are ſweete and delicious, 
meaning is, that good fare, fine apparell, and other delights, 
which arcto be found in the courts of Princes, and familiesof 
greatmen,ſhould not allure ys without iuſt cauſe, and duecal- 
ling, to incrude our ſelues as it were into thoſe places,to be. 
come courtiers, companions with,or attendants ypon thoſe of 
high calling : for it & 4 deceitful! meate, like a baite, vnder 
which lurketh an hooke, and ſuch foode it is as will cafily 0- 
uertake a man if he be not yery watchfull and warje : it doth 
not yeeld ſuch contentment as. men expected : many vexations 
are mingled with it : there is no [tabilitie therein,to day in f4- 
uour, to morrow in diſgrace; now aloft, with countenance 
and hopes,anone downe to the ground with contumelies and 
deſpaire.; many ſeeking by this meanes to ſer vp chemlclves, 
and th-irs for euer, haue ruinated their former eſtate, which 
was competent, and ytterly ouerthrowne their poſterities, 


Veil.4, 


J 


Verſe 4. Labowr not to be rich, ceaſe from thine owne wiſe 


dome. | 
Verſes. Wilt thou cauſe thineeyes to. flie upon that which i 
wthing? For riches makgth her ſelfe wigs ,and flieth aran eag tb 


townard heanen. | 


$ in the former ſentences he forbad the immoderace aps 
Acc after daintie foode: ſointheſe he prohibireth roo 
ceata deſire of wealth, and riches, He proccedeth inthe ſame 
methode which be had begun inthe former chapeer, by giuing 
anadmonition,and confirming it with a reaſon; Latour noted 
he rich, drudge and moyle not by toyletull traucll ro ger;,'and 
hoard vp ſubſtance, and ftore thine houſe, thy chefts, thy 
barnes, thy fields, thy grounds, thy wareboulc,or thy ſhoppe 
withplentie and abundance ; ceaſe from thingowne wiſedowe, 
becauſe chou haſt;and all carnallmen doaccountn a poyntof 
prudence and wiſlome,tobe worldly,and hauing;toprovide, 
and heape vp much, therefore alter thy:minde and reforme 
thy iudgement, know that to bee folly, which thou elteemeſt 
for great wiſedome-::For ſeeing it was-not the wiſedome of 
God,butthe wiſedoamt of the world, which ſeemerh plauſible 
to the fleſh, but abſurd torlie-fpirit, thou ſhalt prouide beſt 
for thy ſelfe to calt it off, and haue no more to doe with it, For 
notwithſtanding it is diſcretion to bee-induſtrious, and dili- 
gent in worke,to ſerue the Lord,in hope of his blefſiog: yer ir 
is but a fooliſh part to'oppreſſe-the body'or minde with tos 
beauie burthens of karking, caring; and anxictic, to-make a 
god of nes owne labour or policie, with truſt or confidence 
in thar which is done, or gotten;* So that worldlinefſe is no 


= of ſound wiſedome; but of .condemnable folly, and that Luke r2.20 


y Gods owne teftimonie; calling him foole, which wanted 


not wit. to heape vp great wealth, Foritis painful roche body; Eccleſ.s,46,/*! 


and draweth it ynto needlefieand;fruivlefie labours: and:tra- 


uels : it is burthenous to the minde, and oppreſitthit with for« Eccleſ.5.17. 


row and yexations : andit is perilous for the heart and conſci- 
an ence 


Job.u1.16, 


Jeng nr 3»11, 


ence,and maketh men vnfir for theirlatter end,vnmindfull of 
death,and vnprepared for the judgement to come, 

Wilt thou cauſe thine eyes to flie vpon that which is nothing } 
Wilt thou too earneſtly and egerly like a fooliſh Faulkner, 
haulke with the flight of thine eyes, afrer that which when 
thou haſt caughtir is nothing worth ? Two arguments hee y. 
ſeth co condemnethe fin of couetouſnes : one from the yani. 
tic of goods ſo gotten : the other fromthe inſtabilitie, andyn. 
certaintie of them, He calleth chem nothing, bur that there is 
aſubſtance in the creatures,and good vſc alſo ofthem to ſuch 
as loue them not too much, nor abuſe them, bur nonein 
ſefſion of them to the couetous perſon: the having them is 
nothing,and to no purpoſeto him. It is as good, and better to 
be without them, then notto be nothing the berter for them, 
T hey flie as an eagle toward heaxen: the inſtabilitie,and vncer- 
caintie of aches declareth by an ellegant fimilitude,ſhew- 
ing them co be as fugitiue, and once loft as irrecouerable, us 
wilde fowle that is flien away, as thoſe fowles which be ſwif. 
teſt of wing, and ſoare higheft,cuen like vnto an Eagle, which 
cannor ealily be taken,or overtaken, Now then as a mancan- 
not aſſure himſelfe to fare the betrer, becauſe fowle doe li 
on his paſture, or ſir in his meddowes, beceuſe they bee in his 
ground, but not in his hand,as /eb faith : For when hee com- 
meth towards them for contentment, comfort, or vie, they 
take their flight, and mount vpinto the aire,and flie away,and 
ſo defeate him of all his hopes : Earthly things may be plenti- 
fully in anearthly minded mans houſe, but no mote his,for in» 
joyment, then the birds thac fie ypon the top of his houſe, or 
ypon an highcree, or flic in the open fields. /eremy victh a fi- 
milie ſomewhat like vnto this, and altogether for the ſame 
purpoſe : «Fs the Partrich frteth on egges, and batcheth them 
zee : or otherwiſe tranſlated, fs ihe Partrich gathereth young 
whech ſbe bath not brought frorth: ſo be that gathereth riche:, 
and net byright, ſhall loane chews in the middeſt of bis daies and 
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Verſe 6. Eate thou not the bread of him that hath an exill 
qe,ner deive bis daintie meates. 

Verl.7. For as he thinketh ſo is he: eate and drinke ſaith he 
to thee, but his heart « not with thee, 


Verſ.8, The morſell which thou haſt eaten then ſhalt vomit 
vp,and loſe thy ſweete woras, 


S alittle before hee aduiſed vs not to be too deſi: ous of 

the delicates of great men: ſo here he counſellethys to 
beware, that we be not too much beholding for foode, or any 
other benefits,to miſers and churles, Eate not, nor partake of, 
without confideration,or iuſt warrant, tbe bread,drinke, or a- 
ny kinde of foode,or other beneuolence, of him that bath an 
milleze,of a too much refirained or niggardly perſon, ſuch-a 
one is contrary to him that is liberall, and hath a goodeye, 
chap.22.19. neither be defirous of bus daintie meates (becauſe a 
ſweere tooth, and hungrie appetite, leade men many times to 
vafit places) For as be t inberb is his hears : ſous hehe is not as 
he pretendeth with his rongue,and as he maketh ſemblance of 
with his countenance,franke,and free,and glad to giue enter- 
tainmenc: bur miſerable, and churliſh, becauſe hethinketh all 
loft, that any man hath from him, nay that goeth our of his 
diſh, or out of his cup, or out of his purſe, although ic befor 
his owne people, or his owne lips: bs begrudgerh himſelfe 


| ufficient of foode and neceffaries,and how can hee then wil- 


lingly ſpare any thing to Rrangers? he cannot affoord his own 
belly a good /morſell of meate, and would it not grieue bim 
thatthou ſhouldeſt cate vp his viAuals : and therefore though 
he ſay vnto thee,eate,drinte, goeto | pray you, ſpare not, you 
are welcome, &c. yet his heart is not with © np thinketh not 
w hee ſpeaketh, nor ſpeaketh inloue ſo much as in comple« 
ment,and wich diffimulation, 7he morſell which thon baſt #4- 
ten thou ſhalt vomit vp, thou ſhalt finde ſuch birrer ſaucero 
thy ſweere meate by ſome ſnare wherewith hee will intrap 
thee, to make thee for all rhar thou haſt earen at 
kis board, or by ſome diflalttu EEO 
W 


2.Tim.2.24-., 


PROVERAS. 0 


with, or by his diſcoueric, and thy apprehenſion of his © 
gardly rv qi" 6 that thy mindſhall bee as much afflied 
with grictc, as if thy ftomacke were diſquicted with a furſeir, 
orthe reccit ofa yomit, aud /o{e thy ſweet woras, either ſuchas 
thou haſt receiued from him,as welcome, and much good dee 


you, and others of like nature, or ſuch as thouſhalt renderto 


him in way of thankfulneſle, and acknowledgement of his 
kindneſle, 


; Vetl. 9. Speake not in the cares of a foole : for hee will deſpiſe 
the wiſedome of thy woras. 


C Peake not] Vetter not wholeſome. counſell to an obſtinate 

oole,or {corner : for he that wil do good,and receive com» 
fort by his words, muſt conſider not anely whar he ſaith, but 
with whom hee talketh; good ſeed is not to bee fowneypon 
rockes,and crappie places : good licour is notto be putinyn- 
cleanc or broken veſſels: holy things are not to bee giuento 
dogges :norpearles to be caſt before ſwine, For he well deſpiſe 
the wiſedome of thy words,he will be ſo farre from profiting by 
that which chou ſhale ceach him, as that he will peruert them, 
and either picke quarrels, andraile ypon thee, or otherwiſe 
take aduantage sgainſi thee, or atleaſt hate and depiſe thee, 
and the wiſedome of thy words, See chap.g. 7.8.9. 

But herein it concerneth ys to bee cautious and diſcreet,as 
that wee condemne noteuery onethat is ina fit of pafſion,to 
be a wicked foole,nor euery vnregenerate manto be a willull 
foole in this kinde andnacure, bur triall muſt bee had,(ſo fare 
as is fit for our place) before we paſſe ſuch a cenſure ypon any, 
Andin this py. patience and long fuffering is requireable 
though we find no ſucceſle at one time, yet wee take occalion 
totry what will bee done at another : and though wee beethe 
men that. can doe no good with him, yer let vs hope that 
another may prevaile more: but yet afterall his, if he pers 
Alt inhis railing and iefting, and-conrenjptuous bchaviouy, 
make an end with. him, ceaſe to/admoviſh him any fur- 
thers burchoughhes hex icorigible, ud wil vorbeinde 
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ted, yet he is rebukeable,and muſt be diſgraced, both for ter- 


rour to himſclfe, and example to otherss 


Verſ, 10. Remone not the ancient [/and-markes andenter nos 
into the field of the fatherleſſe. 


Emone not the ancient land-markes. Sec for this,chap.22, 

28, and enter not, either by craft or violence;by fraud, or 
force,in any ſort, ixto the fields, houſes,or poſleſſions,cither to 
make claime vnto them : it thy conſcience tell thee they be not 
thine owne, or totake any commodity thefice which is not 
due vnto thee, of che fatherleſſe, of orphants, who by reaſon of 
their young age, can make no reſiftance : a5 wanting experi- 
exceinthemſelues,or helpe and aide from orhers,. And the 
fame is to be ynderſtood of any that are weake andfiiendl; le: 
and according to this the Lord faith in Exodus, Thowſha/t not gExgd 14.45, 
woleft axy widow, or orphant, 


Verſ. 11. For their redeemer is mighty, and hee willpleade 
their can ſe with thee, | 


1 alleageth a cauſe why iniurie ſhould not bee offered to 

the fatherlcflſe, or widow, &c. For that the Lord who is 

the helper of the helpleſſe, is full of might and power ; though 

they be poore and weake, hes their redeemer, or reucnger,hee 

8 (as it were)cheir neereſt kinſman, whois ro purſue not onl 

the blood that is ſhead, bur all ather wrongs that are done 

beitchey finde no patrones in the world, yethee will defend 

their right,and puniſh the wrong doers : for hee doth moſt 

helpe them that be helplefſein the world: and the ſame the 

| rg publiſh as matter of 9 honour and glory =_ 

Yato him, Sing ye vnto God (faith onerext) ſmg praiſes ro bio ppl a... 5. 
news, extoll FA that rideth Aer the radars —_ [ab, I 
and reionce before bims, eA father of the fatherleſſe, andu w_ 


the widew:,;; God in his boty rqproarene | getbe Lord; 
Paſorke ard O ap ſoule (zh another) The Lord proſe: 
| | C 


Plal.146.1.9. 
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376 Provanes 
weth the ſtrangers,be relieneth the fatherleſſe and widow: but the 
way of the wicked he turneth vpſiae downe. 

And therefore it is ſafer to encounter with men of grex 
mighe,thento trample ypon them, who in themſelues have the 
leaſt power, foraſinuchas God is in this caſe more intereſted 
inthe cauſe, as being in a ſpecial manner the gardian ofhis po. 
werleſſe orphans,or pupils,and the great maſter of the wards, 
If thou ſee#t ( Gith Ecclefiaftes ) the oppreſſion of the poore, and 
violent permerting of indgement and initice ina pronince, mar- 
well not at the matter,in way of diſcouragement : for he that i 


—_ then the higheFt, regardeth, and there bee higber then 
they. 


* 


Verl. 12. Apply thine heart to inſtruttion, and thine eare: to 
the word: of knowledge, 


A Pply thine heart to inftruftion,) Bend all the powers and 
| faculties of thy mind to receiue it, and thine cares, apply 
all thy ſenſes and parts of thy body alfo, to the words of know- 
ledge,as are vttered out of knowledge, wiſedome, and _ 
ment,and able to miniſter knowledge and vnderftanding : 

vſcth apart ofthe inward man,and a part of the ontward man 
for the whole man, both inward, and outward : for if thou 
wouldeſt haue an attentiue care at the word of God, thou 
muſt bring a good heart to it: andif thou wouldeſt ſtorethy 
heart with the wiſedome and grace of the word, thou muſt 
bring an atrentiveeare ; otherwiſe thou ſhalt not vnderſtand, 
- not affe,or notreraine,or not.obey that' which is taught 

ce. 


Ver. 1 3, Withhold not correttion from thy child for if tho 

beateſt bim be ſhall not die, | £ | 

\ 14» Thouſbalt beate himwith the rod, and deliner bu ſoul 
frombel, Sad 


þ TY rnnry not correftion, |Benot remifſe ro inflia mo- 
VF Y derate and due puniſhment, when weed _— 
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thy child, which deſeruerh the ſame, as few do not, at one 
time or other : for if thou beateFt him with the rod, when thou 
ſhalcin meaſure, and good diſcretion chaſten with the ewig, 
or wand, thou ſhalt cauſe himto ſmart,and not cauſe himto 
die, or receiuc hurt thereby, The old ſaying remaineth true, 


_— that the rod will breake no bones : thou ſhalt be ſo farre from 
is, killing of him, as tharit will be good phyficke for him, anda 
"d medicine topreſeruc him aliue. 

T- Beate him with therod, and thow deliner by ſoule frombell,] 
ha From death,danger,and miſery,both of ſoule and body. Thoſe 
ow pouernoursrhen chat molt faithfully exerciſe Gods diſcipline 


towards their people,are their beſt, and moſt faithfulifriends, 
andofall others doe them moft good, and that in time the re. 
"e formed ſeruant will acknowledge withthankfulnefle ynto his 
maſter,and the child to his parents, which is promiſed (as the 
fruit and good effc& of holy ſeuerity, for the reclaiming of 
Id hurtful perſons) by the P: opher : One ſhall ſay vnto ſuch a 
ly one,and lo dealt with, hat are theſe wounds in thine hands ? 
T Then he ſhall anſwere, Thoſewith which 1 was wounded inthe Zach.rz.6. 
wo houſe of my friends. 


ee 

- Verſe 1 5. My ſonne, if thine heart be wiſe, my heart ſhallre-= 

"y lajg,enen mine. 

Y oo Tea my reines ſhall reiogce when thy lips ſpeake right 
longs. 

ft 


d, M: ſonne if thine heart be wiſe,|Ifthine affeions doe de- 
fire wiſedome, and thy mind be enriched with ir,ovine 
beart ſhallreiogce, ewen mine, even I ſhall wonderfull delight 
Y therein for thy ſake, what comfort chen ſhalt thou thy ſelfe 
| inde by ir, 
le Tea my reines ſhallreiojes,) Mine inward parts ſhall bemo- 
ved to exceeding great cheerfulneſſe: and I ſhall be glad from 
, the botrome of my hearc. For Scripture attributeth the ſear of 
tewill and affeRtions te the reines: as whenitis ſaid, God i 
6 the ſearcher of the heart and reines : When thy lips ſpeake ler170, 
right things,when thou vitereſt ſuch ſpeeches as are exue, wile, ; 
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be cut off, 


'This: rafogech therfoule with faith:and confidence in.(:6d, 
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378 Proven. . Chi, 
juſt, holy,and gratious :Forcuery. good man will bee pads; 
ſee eadertola the people of bis . rk : borhin xn 
parties in whom the image of Chriſtſo ſhinerth, which if irbee 
a marter of comfort to behold in any, much morero ſeeit in 
them which are {o neere vnto him : and herein a manſhallſee 
Gods bleſſing ro himſelfe, in the proſperous ſucceſſe of his 
planting, ſowing, building, and ſpirituall Jabours. Saint /abs 
had no greater ioy,then to beare that his children walked mthe 
truth, And Saint Pau[thought that he could never be: thank. 
full enough for ſuch a bleſſing, vponthe Theſſalonians, Fox 
what thankes ( ſaith he) can we render to f od againe far you far 
all the ioy wherewith we joy for your ſakes before onr God,  |'/;; 


SO 0D» DOEW 2 __ 


Verſe 17. Let not thine heart dnuic finntts,but betheninth 
feare of the Lord allthe day long. 
18. For ſurely there ts an end,and thine expeitationſhalluat 


Et not thine heart \enuie ſinners, | Let notthe proſperity 

and flouriſhing ſtate of the wicked traublethy mind, neb 
ther grudge or repine thereat : for from whence groweth this 
enuie,but from an over great eſtimation of earthly:things, as 
though ſome part of happinefle confitted in. the hauing of 
them? but bee thoun the feare of the Lord all the.day long. 
Hepreſcribeth a remedy againſitthe euill which he had forbid 
den, be thor in the f-are of the Lord,doe thou reverently trem- 
ble ar,and worſhip-the Lord, and be ſoundly religious jos 
thou ſhalt ger power ouer this burchenſorne: ſivne of ervite: 
For tru*picry, andthe grace of Gods holy ſpirit willillumt | 
nate the mind, and make aman ſeewhy ſuch men are wo bept- 
ticd,rather then enuicd : ſor their proſperity is but yaine at the 
bet, bur. worſerben tharg.itAs burctull ang pernicious'yoto 
(then, Thisivill killpride,and difeaurrto a mail bis owne we 
worthice feof thar which be.harti}andchereforche {hail habe 
AJittie liſt toi trouble biraſelſe aboutthat which others baue, 
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the bitrernefle of enuie. Alcbe dey long,continually, in 
nr iry,and aduerſity,whatſocuer thy Frm. be, or howſoe- 
verthe world goeth with other men,our religion ought robe 
fable,conſtant,and continuall: for God is conti good, 
and gratious ynto v8,and therfore why ſhould not we be con= 
Rantly ſeruiceable ro him? there is no time when weeare out 
ofhis preſeme ; and therefore it can neuer be ſafe for ys ro bee 
careleſſe ofhis worſhip; neither doth any moment paſſe with- 
our 2 bleſſed effeR, that is beſtowed about his worke. 

Fer ſurely there is an end, and thine expeRtation [ball not bee 
eu off, ] Their wealth, rheir _—— pleaſures, whatſocuer 
their hearts be moſt aff with,muft ceaſe,and periſh toge- 
ther with themſelues and their hopes of uity, the tranſ- 

ors ſhall bee deſtroyed together, ted of the wickgd 

be cut off: and notwithſtanding godly men beefull of af- 
fi tions, ſorrows, ficknefles,necefſities, moleſtations, and diſ- 
graces; yet all cheſe, or whatſocuer other calamirics ſhall va- 
niſh away in time, andthe hope of Gods fauour, and blefſed 
reward from him, ſhall outlive all theſe, and take place when 
theſe be aboliſhed: Marke well the vpright man,and behold the 
inf, for the end of that man is peace. That which he defired and 
expeced he ſhall be ſure toenioy, a faithfull man ſhall not bee 
fruftrated of his expeRation, nor defeated of that which hee 
bopeth _ according _ Pſalmiſt faich Wy The poore man ſhal 
et alway be forgotten, the expetlation of t ſhall not 
riſb for ener. Fo: chat is euer axe ater x and Faehis 
lurely grounded vpon Gods promiſes. 


Verl. 19. Heare my ſonne and be Wiſe, and guide thine heart 
w wy WAY 


tome—aadrepate an YT 
the premiſes, and a preface to the exhortation wing. 
knowledge commeth by bearing, the father 
Goth firſt will his ſonnego beare. Secondly, for as much as 
Ry ere 
perceiue,or receiue itnor: he biddeth himlaying 
mo CEC 2 Ignorance, 


Pſal ro6,z, 


Luk,1.74. 


Pfal.37.38. 
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Luk.16, 


Pxovaenns. 
ignorance, and childiſh follie,re be 
not cooughto feceivethe truth, ynlefſe it. bee loued, delighted. 
m,and imbraced inthe affetion : hee exhorteth him an 
bis heart in the way thatis, to cauſe his ſoule to affeR and fol. 
low after the feare ofthe Lord,and not the way ofthe wicked, 
And this he doth the rather, becauſe that voluptuous perſong, 
and epicures,commonly baue hearing,and preuatle with thoſe 
that refuſe tro bearken to Gods wiledome, and their hearts ae 
often beguiled, and corrupted with yoluptuouſnefie, and epi. 
eurifme,which arc not guided inthe way of yertue and good. 
neſle, 


Verſ. 20. Bree not among wine-bibbers,and riaton! eaters of 
fleſ. | | w" 
21. For the drankard and the gimtton ſhall core to ponerty, 
aud drow ſincfſe hallcloathe aman with rags. | 


E not among wine-bibbers,\ Follow not the cuſtome, nor 

company of fuch as haunttaucrnes, and quaſte in one cup 
of (irong drinke after another, and riotav2 eaters of fle(b, bee 
not of their crue or ſociety, who-loue good cheere, anddain- 
tie meate,who immoderately deuour it, It is not vulawfullto 
drinke wine, or ftrong drinke, butir s finfull co drinkeirtoo 
oft, andtoo much : whether a man-bee drunken therewith, ot 
be ſirong to powre it downe without drunkennefle. Neither 
doth God farbid the yſe of fleſb,or delightful food :-for hee 
doth allow his people to eate of the fat and drinke of the ſweet: 
but to be cormorants,and bellie-gods, to fare deliciouſly eue- 
ry day,asthe rich man did inthe Gompell, toliuc ip pleatureen 
the earth,and to nouriſh ones heart as in the day of hier, or 
feafting, is condemned as ynlawfull and finfull: for beſides 
the milchicferbar thicſe vices bring, bothcohe braine, tios 
macke.and whole body: beſide the ruine and wat ory 
makein a mans eftate ; befide the iufamie: and reproch whi 


they bring tohis name, they corrupt gþe heart :rhey are impe®» 

diments to Chriſtian wiſedome: they hinder amen feomehe 
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| Perſe 22. Proven... 


eruble,andprofirnorhing by the beſt counſels that can bee 

men yntorhem : therefore faich the Prophet; They vane 57<= 
redbecanſe of wine,and are ont 0 ff the Way by Sfrong drmbe : the 
Prieft, and the Prophet kane erred by firong drmbe, they are 
ſwallowed vp with wine: they haue gone attray through firmy 
drinke : they faile in viſcon, ” A fumble in indrement : For all 


their tables ave full of _—_— place ts tleane #horn ſhallhe 
/ 


teach knowledge ? or whom ſhall hee make to uniterftand the 1.28.78, 


things that he beaverh ? 

The reaſon why forfetting and drunkennefle is to bee auoi- 
ded, is, becauſe che drunkara and glutton ſhall cometopomerty, 
partly through their great expentes, andpertlythrough lofſe 
of time : and for chat mach eating cauſethmuch ſleeping, and 
much\lceping bringeth extreame pouctty. To make the vices 
of farferting and drunkennes more odious,it is ſaid that drow- 
fineſſe ſhallcloathe a man with rags, to got in torne and patche 
apparell; the pampering of his bellie drawerh miſery vpon 
hisbacke, and cauferth it ro bee pinched withpaine 8nd cold, 
which is one plague threatned for all other, and is a ſmarting 
hſhvpon him : forthar glurtons, drunkards,and ſloggards are 

proud,as well as yolupturous,aud would goe gaic,as well 
2s fare delicately, And therefore « r#gged come doth much 
burthen their backes,and gall cheir hearts, and is a great cor- 
nſws vnto them, and is as vopleaſanc as a vomit after rheir 
ſurfeit: bur God will ſo ſerve thetn in their kind, by reftrai- 
ningthemn of rhat which rhey moſt affe@, and impoſing that 
ypon them which they moſt abhorre: and this vile apparell is 
aneye ſore ro themſelues, ſoit makeththem a gazing Rtocke 
os others, being many times the lncrie of z -waſtfull yn- 


- 


Verſ.22, Hearken to thy fatber which brgat thee nnd dbſpiſe 
wot thy mother when foe ig old. a Mt 


2 baton Fro len ey in rn 


much 
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Heb.13.9, 


23s Paovasnrne 
beino tom them, and: conſequently'in that reſpeR wee we 
by them made capable of all rhe happinefſe which wee ſhall 
eſſe, both in heauen or earth : and che Apofile tothe He. 
rewes aſſigneth this to be the cauſe why they areto beere. 
garded, even then when they deale ſharpely with vs, ſaying, 
We had the fatbers of owr fleſhnhich corrette we gaze them 
renerence,c. Anddeſpiſe not thy mother when ſve « old, think 
not baſely of her in thy mind, let her not bee vile in thy eyes 
ſhew no contempr ynto her in thy bebauiour : negleR no du- 
ty to her when ſhe is old, or weake, or poore, or lutle regar. 
dd by others : for no infirmities or wants can giue thee dif. 
ſation to ſet nought by her, or to detraQtany dutie from 
r; ſhe is ſtillthe ſame that conceived and barethee : ſheeis 
Rill che ſame, whom by expreſſe name, in ſpeciall maner God 
doth command thee to honour : the triall of thy loue andlo 
altie to her in that eſtate will principally be made. Feare ofthe 
rod compelleth children to ſtand in awe of their mother, in 
her freſh yeeres, and vigour ofher time,and whilesthey be yn» 
der her gouernment ; and hope induceth manyto be bmi 
and obeyſant whiles ſhee hath ability ro miniſter ſomewhat 
vnto them, or leaue them portions; burit is the feare of God, 
and a good conſcience, which worketh reuerence towards 
her,when they Rand inno bodily feare of her,or have noneed 
of her, norexpeQ no beniftcence from her : bur contrariwiſe 
ſhee is by Godsprouidence put vpon them for her relicfe and 
ſuccour, 
Verſ.23. Buy the truth and [ell it not alſo wiſedome, infiru« 
Aion,and endetiiading. j jo 40 


B7 the trath, ] What the cruch is our Sauiour declareth in 
the Goſpel, ſanitifie them with the truth,thy word u truth, 
Therefore when he faith, buy the truth,he meanerth the know- 
ledge and comfort.of Gods holy ward, and .the profeſſion of 
the ſame with faich,and obedience,which he nitherd V8 


to bug,chas ingbuaine gndrecaine wh Jabourt ith charges, 


much-goodnto vs,wee have had our ſubſtance, our liſemd 
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ifneed be) with ſuffering,if we be called ynts the 
— there wany pre rm CN for 
Chriligiueth grace freely,as he: | Hs, 1n.s5-r, 
__ - that chirfterh let him come hither, were 4. wrlke Mats 3-45 
without price and money : but thatthereby wee are made more 
capable ofthem, 8 firter for them. The wiſe Merchant bought 
the crutch, when hee beſtowed ail that hee had to purchaſe the 
rich Pearle. And che Hebrewes bought the trurb, when they 
ſuffered the ſpeylt of ail their _u for the Goſpell, And fodid 
all the pleaſures of Egypt to ſuf Heb.18. 33. 34. 
fer affuft1on with the children of God, This then hee informerh 
vs;that all good meanesareto be vied,and notraucls ortrou- 
blesto be refuſed for the getting of grace, and keeping. of 2 
good conſcience. Forthis is that, one thing which « moſt need- 
ful.And this is that which will abundantly .countervaile all la» 
bours, colts, diſgraces, loſſes, impriſonments, baniſhmencs, 
and killings. | 


But why hath not God appointed it to be moreeafilier got- ObieF., 


ten without ſuch paines,and inconveniences ? | 
Firſt,chat it mighe be the berrer efteemed : for things which Avſw. 
ae bought ata dearerate,and commonly moi deerely belo. 
ved; and that a difference might: bee pur berweene faithfull 
Chriſtians and tes : for there would bee many more 
profeflors of godlineſſe then now are, if they might bee both 
religious and cenſuall,to eniophope of heauen without paines 
taking, or ſuſtaining of any moleftations : and ſel it not, & 
ſirange it not from thee, for earthly delights or commodities ; 
nor make vile account of it, as commonly: they doe of their 
as that ſell chem.No earthly reſpeR muſt corrupt our 
on to —_— them from grace and feare of = This . 
noce of a prophane perſon.' It is contrary tothe natuye I 
Chriſtian love: he ſhall a wiſerable loſerchar makethſuch Py 
mexchange , whacſocuer pleaſures, profits, or 'preferments 
hegercerh thereby.: for whar ſball it profit a man to winne the 
whole world and loſe bis owne ſonle? Likewiſe wiſedome,inſiru- 
Tien,and underſtanding. Now ſeeing wiſedome, infiruftion; 
ud rnderfianding, (of which three vertues-much _ 


ſpoken of in this booke. As chap. 1.23. are-pretivus Jewey 
with-rhe truth, they arcinlike:marmertobee | 

fold, becarſerhe:rrruth eannotbeweltenioyed: them: 
andno man can purthem away from him, without ſhipwrack 
of faith,and a good confcience, | 


Verſ. 24. The father of the righteous ſhall greatly reiogee ani 
be that begetterh awiſe child ſhall have Loyef ie Soo hog 26.1 

25. Thy father and mother tallrevoxce, and be that bare thee 
ſhallbe glad. 


Auſe both thy parems, and other friends, for thy wiſe. 
omeand yerrue, to-bee glad, and ioyfull, refreſh their 
hcarrs with the effeR of Gods grace and tpirit in thee, und /# 
her that bars ther recoxce,” This verſe 18an application 6f the 
former,that for as much as ioy commeth to the parent bythe 
vertue of the child : hee therefore admoniſheth the child for 
his owne happines to gratifie hisparents. Andrhis clauſe con- 
taineth an argument from the cauſe3{mcehis morherharh bin 
\ . 6t great paitievit breeding himid che wombe,and with great 
forrow brovght him forch mro the world : and i is intended 
that her nurfing, education, and bringing vp, could not bee 
without ſomerrouble and moleftation vnro her, Thereforeit 
becommerh him nowto wake requirall, and ro yeeldhercon- 
ſoltation and refreſhing, by his prudent and vertuous beha- 


 wioor 


Verſ.26.. My ſorne give me thine beart and let thine ejes ohe 
ſerne wy waits. | 


HE: abour'co giue- another precepr and admortitioiis- 
4 LAgainttwhoredome; and che efore after his vſtallman- 
ner maketha preambleroir;preſcribing a'remedie for thepre- 
ventionof ths finne : and therefore inthe perſon of heavenly 
wiſedome,calleth forthe heart robe yeelded ymto him, faying, 
wy /oune gine.2e thme hears, leroy mind bee wholly intent, 
andepplied ro me, rower thy felfe, aneſerebylone onty 
4.4047; 
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and wholly ypon the Lord, and his holy word, and /et thine 
we wy waies,eucn as men doey fe ro fixe theireyes vp- 


= thoſe chings with thy mind,and greatly regard, andeſpect= 
ally in cheir travels looke to their way,where rhere is perill of 
miſſing ir,and to fall into ſome hurtful by-pachs ; ſo (ſaith he) 
etthineeyes diligently obſerue my waies, vie thy vnderttans 


y 


ding; bend chy thoughts and whole care z attend ypon m 
commandements,and counfels, whichisthe onely rightiva 
wherein thou ſhake walke faſcly, adchenbpdoopedle 
from that inchanting hazlor, 


Verſe 27. For 4n whove 11 4 deceye dibrh,and 4 frange woman 
aagrnew pt, "12 30 21d oi onal 3113 L190:42t9Þ 54 gue 
FY ay whore is a deepeditch. See chap. 212; 14. anda firenge 

women 4 narrow pit} Wherein a many cannot (livre hims 
ſelfe, or deliuer himſelfe our of danger, he is fo ſhut in on cue- 
ry fide. A man may cahly fall imo whoredome; bye when hee 
is once gotten into tharbortomleſſe pit, and narrow hole, hee 
canhardly,or notatall come our againe,Sev hap. 2.79... ' 


Verſ[.28. Sho alſo Beth i waits for aprey, andonereatech the 
tranſgreſſors among men.. 


Heis here deſcribed by her. effeRts; which are acted with 
eat craft and ſubcikry; which 3 eh by che limilituds 
which he vſech : cuen asa theefe Jurkech in a denne or buſhts 
geta prey :ſo this curſed woman lierh in waic,and with her are 
and enticements doth as it were affaulc the hearts of thoſe 
which-como within her reach;and ſpotteththemof theiraffes 


fions andbonefiic, awd exoreaſetb rho tr anſpr ofſor s 
me, whereas there were to6 many notorious offenders in 


world befoec, nov by her praiſes there are many moread- 
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d&edvnco them, being drawne in, 'and corrupted with-chis 
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Verſ.29. Who hath woe? who bath alas !who bath comes. 
tions 7 wbo hath babling? who hath wound: without 4 canſe! 
who bath rednes of eyes? | 


Verſ.z0. They that tarrie long at wine, they that ſetly after 


wirt Wine, 


Hs inthe former verſe related the miſchieuous pro- 
perties,and euencs of the harlot, he doth intheſe diſco» 
uer alſo the danger and hurt of that finne which bringeth in- 
temperate perſons into her baite,and deliuereth them into her 
bands, namely drunkennes : the which to make the mere 0- 
dious, he deſcriberh the lamentable eſtate of drunkards. And 
firſt hee makerth an ennumeration of the ſeuerall calamities 
which befall chem, by che way of an interrogatorie, or 
ſton: and then accuſcth their intemperancy as the cauſe 
of, by way of ſubieRion,or anſwere. | 

| Tonching the former, he beginneth withthe moſt general, 
and that is woe, extreame gricte and miſeric, temporall, or e- 
uerlaſting ; For the Scripture is wont to call every heavie 
iudgement of the Lord in this life, and eternall condemnation 
by the name of woe: and then deſcendeth to perticulars,as 
that it inforceth him to crie out for miſerie, with groaning, 
and fighing,and to bewaile bis poore and miſerable eftate:for 
ſo much the word importeth. And nexc that ic cauſeth com 
tentions brablings,and weepings : For dcunkards ar their cups 
are wont to cauell one with another,to brawle,ſcold,and rage 
like people out of their wits. See chap.20.1. Thirdly, itma- 
kerth them to babble: For when the wine is in the wit is out: 
For neither can they be filent, nor truftely keepe any ſecret: 
then they fall. to ſcoffe and ieſt one ypon another, ypon 
light occafion, or talke vainly,or friuolouſly, without avy 
or wiſedome : or cle inueigh bitterly againſt Magiſtrates, 


Preachers,and god! Fourthly, ic procureth wounds 
wickour exper ar Gu the drunkard deſerved tobe 
wou with puniſhment, but that haue no to 
were Hemlces to ch pore ſtake 


Perſe 31. Naovzitos. 
yponchemſelues,a3baving rig callinges draw them into ſuch 
dangers: they were net hurt inthe- field; nor in warfare it 
was in noſervice for tho-Prince;or Countrie either they fell 
downe,and hurt thermſtlues : or elſe for their raſh ſpeeches,or 
other diſordered/behauiour,they received {tripes,and ſo were 
wounded, Laſt of #t,ichufterh+ht countenance,and diffigu« 
reehiche face, throngh heare and inflammation, which ſhew. 
ethiolcife in theredwes of the exer; much /drinking couſeth hu» 
mours toabound inthebody,eſpecially inthe face;and name- 
ly in the eyes, whicly are chereby oftentimes blemiſhed, and 
almoſt blinded, The' canfe of all 1rhis confifterth firſt in the 
quantitie ofthat they-drinkey and) then in the qualitic of the 
ſame. The quartiric is, thac they*drinke exceffiucly : 'Por-4s 
they carrie long arir;ſo all the'rime,or the moſ} patriofithey 
ae bukie abouc it : fok & Jirtle ſeruerh not their time, but they 
muſt haue enough; to ſoke themſelues, and theirbrainesin+ 
andtherefore call for cuppon cup, and powre jnone bowle 
full after another. Such are they whom che Propherehreat 


neth, ſaying, ee to them that riſe vp early in the morning that Ihi.z 11, 


the may follow ffroug drinkes und vontinne till nighrwntill the 
wine inflame them, FINER 

For the latter it is ſaid, they ſeeke after mixed wine, cither 
allaied, and made coole after the cuſtome of thoſe Eafterne 
coutcriesror mingled with ſpieesromake ittaſte the bertet : 
bowſoeuer itwas, yer wisthemote pletſarit"and dehcious: 
wditkewiſe they thirftaſtervatiege,one ſort will not corjtertt 
them, and!therefore noviene houſe, where there iznotgrear 
Choice :forit js faid;t hey ſerhemixed wine, ſearchibg/iti many 
phcrs where they mectewvitivthobeſty © i 


Verſg1 | Lrakemer wponrbewine whey it ir ved, when tt gfe 
#1þ1tcolexrinctbboag lemiannchi}ſelfe avight{ nn 

3b 17 ziditle cobtitd : >tbod gforl y nila fi ao eo lie ylhbest 
:\/Poritheoccafion of chepremiſe deftriprion, hee infer. 
-Y. tethan admoriitih co beware of that fine :aHd/rHere- 
fore preſeriberh 8remcdie'wherby we may be:preſertied from 
Rf $bat is;qhae Wieinigibvravtoarflnre mie hodeight 
9G; oO 
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of ir,by the ſpecious colour,or pleaſant taſter For hee 
nameth bur one adiunR, yet hee ynderſiandeth all:the reb, 
Looke not vpon the wine when it s red, illude not thy ſelfe with 
gazing too much ypon it, It was not madeto pleaſethe 
bur with the moderate vie of it to confirme FOnIY a 
when it gineth it co/our ; or as in the Hebrew, the ye of it, in 
the cup: For when it ſhall have a liuely and louely tooke, 
ſhall be graced alſo with thecleerenes and comelines of the 
glaſic,or veſlell wherein it is: for then it hathhe greater force 
to allure: whey it monerh it ſelfe aright,when it ſhall flirre very 
kindly,leape or ſpirt inthe goblet ; in which words (as it ſee. 
—_ ood wine is painted out, or reſembled to a faire and 
beautifull damzell : whoſe cheekes are ruddie : whoſe eyes 
are liucly and piercing : and whoſe feete are.nimble,and dan- 
cing:by thoſe meanes ſhe doth draw the eyes of mentoward 
her, and intangle their affeRions with her, All commeth to 
this, that prouocations to drunkennefle are to bee ſhunned 
with due care and diligence, 


Vetſ. 32. In the end it will bite 4s 4 ſerpent,and fling us as 


Eft thepleaſantnes of wine deceiue and illude our ſenſes, 

the birternes and grieuous effeAs'ofit are here declared 
by way of compariſon. Is the end it willbjte as 4 ſerpent, and 
fag a as adder. Some ſerpents hurt by the yenomous = 
of the tecth : andothers by the ſtriking with the ting, whi 
they haue in their tongues: both ſorr bring great torment, 
and indanger the life of che creature which is bitten, or fturg 
by them,and as deadly will be the effe& of wine immoderatly 
taken: attheleaſt it will troublethebrainegit will wflame the 
liver,it will ouerwhelme che Romacke;and cauſedropſies, md 
deadly diſeaſes in the whole bodie : befides all this,it defileth 
the conſcience, it tranſformeth a man into the ſhape of a 
beaft,it worketh moſt bitter mera Bo” >. 
ſent and future : as we have ſhewedinthe20.and 21. 
: Andthjsjs che euent of all delighefull finacs: og 


"3 


vt,bu 
#ed,it 1 


are led by cenſualitie ſhall certainly ſooner, or laer fall into 
miſerie : they feele: pleaſurear the firſt, and ſhall finde ſorrow 
andpaine atthe laft,as Zopher truly affirmeth touching grace+ 


erſons: Though wickednes be ſweete in his month,though lob 10.12.13, 


lefle | 
bee '* it under his tongue : thowgh hee ſpare it anil forſooke it 
vt, but kept it fill in bis month : bus meate in his bowels is tur= 
wed, it 6s - # gall of Afpes within him, 


Verſe 34. Thine eyes ſhall behold ftran gy woes; and thint 
beart ſhall viter pernerſe things. 


Hat which hee had more generally vttered by fimilitude 
To the former verſe,hee Sos vets in this by certaine 
ſpeciall euils which doe accompanie this ſwiniſh vice of drun« 
kennes. | bs | 

The firſt is vrichaſtitie, wanton eye, and diſpoſition to for- 
nication and adulterie. The ſecond js licentiouſnes of rongue 
through want of good gouernment of the heart, and both 
theſe are in this yerſe, The third is extreame ſecuritie, and 
ſenſeleſnes, imminerit perill in the next verſe. The fourth is 
fupidicie and dulnes; whena man is' ſo farre from reforma- 
tion by the ſmart inflied ypon hit for his finne,as that he is 
made the worſe thereby, and more greedieto cuill, inthelaſt 
verſe, Thime eyes ſhallbehoid, thou ſhalt become ſhameleſle, to 
looke, luſt after, and hont after //ravge women, ſometimes 
thine neighbors wiucs ſpecially ſach'av are comely and beau» 
full: and fomerimes firunpets, and harlors, whoſe worke is 
to befilths,and naughtiepacks': aid thine beart ſpall veer 
arſe things : thine heare char is,out of the abundance of thine 
teart,(for otherwiſe the heart ſpeakerh nor) ſhel+2rrer,yomite 


out, ſometimes blaſphemies, ſometimes railings, ſometimes 


fittiic communication, alway that which God haterh, and 
odly meri abhorre* For 6ne finne yſually leadeth on to ano 
fer,not onely in this' cafe of intem ie, bur in all other 
aimes and yices, Siweom and Lews with murther, and 
then fel110 theft and rgþberic. David firſt abuſed hiseyes to 
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Luke 17.26, 
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wanton lookes, and then his body to adulterie, and then his 
hands by a command (though not by drawing a weapon)to 
the ſhedding of blood, //14 1D i +1 *pou) 

Verſ. 34. Yeathou (bats beabe that lieth inthe middef of 
the ſea,or as bethat lieth on the rop of tbe maſt, 

Verſ.35.They kane ſirihen me ( ſhalt thow ſay) and [wang 
ficle,they hane beaten me, and [ hae not feit it : when I ſhall 4 
wake, | will ſecke vt agame.. + \nl Vs oy Or 


FT. O ſhew the careleſnes of drunkards, he reſembleth them 
to thoſe, which fortheir vanatwall regardleſnes of them- 
ſclues,arc ſeldomc,orneuer te bee tound ; namely, ſuch ain 
the very heart of che ſea;or very farre from the ſhore,and like- 
wiſe in the higheſt part of a ſhip in the top of the mai}, expo» 
ſedtos;thevechemencic and yigkeace of the windes,aud thatin 
a boiſterous ſtorme, ſhould nevertheleſſe threugh the little 
care of their lives ſleepe there, and ſo the tempeſt ariſing hur- 
leth themdowne without all remedie : For, when men be pol 
ſefſed wich this,or any other figne,they will hardly be drawne 
from the practiic, of it, Can the e/E1bicpian change bis thinnt, 
or the Leopard hs ſpots? then may they #ſe dee good thit are 
accuſtemed toenill, And the more danger ſuch be in,the more 
bold they arc,and lefle fearclull of hurr: for they neitherbe- 
lecue,nor fearethe threatnings of God and therefore will not 
be moyed with them, vntill chey feelethe exeeution of them? 
therefore /eremiah complainech of them, ſaying, They bare bt- 
lied the Lord, and ſaid it i nat hee, neither ſpall exill come "jet 
vs, neither ſhall wee ſee the ſword , or famine, and 1he Prop! 
ſhall —_ winde : the word i; not in thens : thus ſhall it be dont 
ynio them, | ld 
«And thou ſbalt ſay] Here hee chargeth the drupkard widh | 
blockiſhnes 20d priuation of ſenſe ;, forhee peakerh of hum 
ſelfe asif he were a very tocke, or ſions : they have firiken ww 
- ze. and yery hard: ſhalt thou. Q. drunkard ay, after 
art awake out of thy dead ſleepe of drunkennes #7 wy 
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mers? -Qnovenns. 39t 
wot feks, I cared notforit;I'wasnocmuch fur vhey baxit bes 
teu we, bur I felt not their blowes: for.drunikennefſe zakerh a= 
way almoſt all ſenſes; and thereforethoughone thump them, 
orpunch them,or has yo mwitigreat blowes, yer 
they think all eo be well wit TRAY 1 worſe? 
when [ awake therefore [will ſeeks it ag ane : thele; andthoſe 
before in this verſc,areratherthe you 6s of his practiſe; theul 
ofhis lips,ſhewing the ſuccefle of his croubles nnd hurts, and 
that is continuance and proceeding in his brucifh behauiour, 
notwith(tanding all the inconueniences that follow vpon it : 
forno miſcries that -finne- bringerh can bring a man out of it, 
without grace. Such a prouerbe wee ſhall finde imanorhes 
chapter, though thou ſhowldeft bray a foole in a morter, among 


wheate without a peffill; yeriwillnor bis ;fooliſhneſſe depart from Prou.37.29. 


bm: for they worke one! n the body and outward (tate, 
they cannot pierce vntorheſoule, andinward'faculties of it ; 
neither will they make the-mind iudiciall, onthe heart peni« 
tent,as the Prophets complaine againſtrhe wicked Hraclices; 
Strangers ( fairh Hoſea) hane devoured bu ftrength; andbee 


knowerh it not, yea gray haires are here and there pon him,and Hol.7.9, 


be tyoweth it not : and the pride of Iſrael teftifierh to hu face; 
and they doe not returne tothe Lord their God,nor ſeeks bim for 
al ths. | f 


CHaPTER. XXIIII. 


——— 


CEE” 


' Verſ.t, Be not enuions againit enill wen, neither deſire to 
bewith thens, 


#e BHen the magedly either negrin cruelty, or flou- 
OY riſhin proſperity,the godly are often mouedto 
ſore paſſions, and exerciſed with wonderfull 
£7 renrations, Sometimes they are ſtirred ypto 
Ho oo j es ig ee rv being _ 
which deſcrae:the greateft w_— t 0 

God abt gxeateſt bleſſings 1 _ 
s 


quainced, and to'beein league with chem, to the @ 
ight not bee hurt by wrt TR 77 in 
with.them; This enuying the wicked, and defiring tobamil 
chem,is forbidden in the former of: thtſe ſentcotts a5 4 
vreolawfull,and greatly hurtfull: as'thereis'\no ſaciety.noe{tl. 
lowſhip berweene hghr and'darkeneſſe , fo likewife there 
6ught to be in the godly no tlefite ofthe companie or condi 
tion of the yngodly. Seechap. 23:17. . wo 


'Verſ. 2, For their bt art (fmdieth deſtrution, endrheinlypa 
talke of miſchiefe ; 13 $471 $ i ty md 


Hereaſon of the prohibi f itionisfirlt, becauſe their bean 
p] ftudieth deftruttion, they themſelues in their hearts jma- 


ine and deuiſe hurt and harme againſtcheir godly neigh- 
bone 22s godly metrponder and<oafider how by ugiel 
pleaſe the Lord,and mercifull men muſe in what — 
may doe the beſt good, and be moſt proficable and | 
totheir brethren : ſo theſe do beate their braines, and ſet their 
wits to worke, how they may accompliſh their villanousde- 
fi ts. And ſecondly, their lips talke of miſchiefe, that 
which in their malicious hearts they haue plotted and framed, 
now they polliſh and perfe& with their lips : for they arethe 
principall agents for the effeQing of all wicked purpoſes :&& 
therthey command with them,or perſwade with them, oren- 
courage with them, of dire with them ; or flatter, lie, brag, 
orthreaten with them; in one faſhion or other they ſpitout 
yenome with them. A leaud tongue is euermore anecellan 
officer to anaughtic heart, 


Verſ.3. Through wiſedome is an houſe builded, ond by vuder- 
Banding it is eftabliſhed. gee th 

Verl. 4. And by knowledge ſhall the chambers be fuledwithal 
pretions andpleaſant riches. 


JE ſheweth in theſe verſes, thar: jt is noe |needfull, ord 
I ; fs -oftrye dileretion, 40 ſeckeghe. faciery of Gewis 
"I = 


393 '/Provanss. Q Gas 
life? Sorketitnes they - are tickled with a defire of being ac, 
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roſes. ©, Puoynnus'— 261 
kedwholehearts andrdngites are fo Turefull and noyſome; 
for God hath ordained better niedties,and'ſych as are fat more 
comfortable co raiſe vpthe late ofhisfernatns.” Anhouſe'can 
neyer be bwltto RCs oF ; _ ata yon yg 

,and an ynrightepus hand: but :hrowgh wiſedomy an 
ho; Il 4: cheotigh gpdtiveſſe and relfSion, fire ind 
familic ſhall moſt happily bee ereRed, togerher with the dr- 
cainment of all chings neceflarie ſor the ſame: and by vnder- 
handing, of Gods will renealed in his word, with cooſcience 
and vprightneſſe to ſerue dd obeyrhe ſame, it i eFabliſhed, 
made firme and ſure,thatho curfe or enaje ſhall be able co taft 
itdowne; though che Lord in mercy and goodnefle by his 
prouidence ſomtimes take ie downe ; aud by knowledge, aright 
kill to gouerne that wherewith God hath bleſſed a man, ſhaft 
the chambers,all the parts, and roomes of the houſe bee filled 
vith all precious aud pleaſant riches, Rored with ſuch furnnure 
29s fit for the owners place ahd degree, with this limicarion 
alwaies that it bee vſcfull and needfull for him, and notfnares 
topuffe h1m vp with pride,or apy way corrupt him.So that all 
ſound prof rity for a comforrable eſtare, doth grow ftom 


e and piety : asthe Pſalmiſt reacheth. For thereunto are Pal.r13,3, 
the large promiſes of God made not only for the life to come, 


but for this preſent life : and-r 
where ioyned with prugerice, and Chiiſtian pol 
nineth mavy excellent proceps of, all good hisbandric for 
thrift; that moli necedfull chings be done firſt, that ſuretiſhip 
be uoided,and many ſuch like. | | 
. Verſ. 5. A wiſe man # frong, yen « man of kuobleigt ex- 
Ry Sor ons Coat Loos: 
Ai nat fro \Man erhhis affaires, andeffecrh 
{ X his matters more ſucceſfully,by the power of Gods gra- 
U0Us prouidence, and his owne commendable drcumipeti- 
he pybe could haul door or otberd lob, by there Forte bf 
r . 4 * * 43 + FX * 


Fo 
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Verl. 6. By wiſe counſell theu ſhalt mals warre, axdint f; 


B 


wer is nothing powerfull, 'armics of men and weapons will 
prenaile nothing without this : for os field is wonne not ſo 


. 


much by mens ſtrengrh;as by prudent ordering of Ye battell; 


Y wiſe connſell thow ſhalt make warre, ] In theſe words is 
proucd the puiflance of wiſcdome, becauſe withourir, po- 


and dangers arc turned away not by the might and valour of 
the ſouldiers,but by the wiſe guidance of them, with the good 
gouernment of the Chiefetaines and leaders, See chap.20,18, 
end in the multitude of counſellors there is fafety, Fee chap, 
11. I'4. Et 2 | FE 

Verſ.7. Wiſedome is too high for a foole, bees openeth nothu 
wonth in the gate, | 


V Iſedowe,] Wiſedomes (faith the holy Ghoſt in the 
/ Y Ocriginall text) for the excellency of jt, holy vnder- 
Randing, the ſound and ſauin knowledge of God, whereby 
aman is direRed yprightly inks feare, s 100 high f-r a feole, 
for a wicked graceleſſe perſon it is aboue his ſight, that he can- 
not diſcernethe pretiouſneſſe of it, and aboue his reach, that 
he cannotattaine to the poſſeſſion of it; it is a fryitthat.grow- 
ethvpon the top of the tree of life; thar ſuch dwatfes wieog 
better helpe can neuer come at. No man thenean bee nm 


godly and wiſe by his owne naturall capacity; gr 
c 
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Yaſe8. Prxovynns. 3 
by ſenſe,or by carnall reaſon, or atthe moſt, and beſt, by natu- 
rall reaſon, which all come too ſhort of true wiſedome, the 
the treaſures whereof are hid in Chriſt with whom he hath no 
communion,and Arn n9n'y by the ſpirit, whereof hee is vt= 
terly deſtitute, be openeth not his month in the gate, hee cannot 
ſpeake graciouſly, profitably, and laudibly in a publike mee- 
ting : for by gate, the places of afſemblic are noted, whichin 
old time was in the gates of townes or cities, There hee may 
ſpeake eloquently, and plauſibly as Herod did: but neither 

ere, nor any where elſe, faithfully, or in ſuch manner as hee 
can haue any acceptance from God, for that which hee ytter- 
etch: for hee regardeth no ether but the holy words of godly 
Chciftians, 


Verl. 8. He that dewiſeth to doe exill, ſhall be called a miſchie= 
nous perſon, 


H E that deniſeth to doe exill.) He that abuſeth his mind and 
cogitations tothe ftudie of wickednefſe, how heem 
bring topaſle his yngodly and ynrighteous purpoſes, and et=- 
fefthat which is contrarie to piety, equity, or honeſty, and 
doth accordingly attempt the ſame to pur it in praQtiſe, they 
Jhall call bim a miſchienons per ſon, a notorious wicked man? 
anda captaine of miſchiefe: for as any finne is more perpen=- 
ſedly, or aduiſedly committed, ſo ir is more grieuous and 
ſhamefull: co tranſgrefſe by frailty is a faulr, and deſerueth 
blame,but yer more tollerable, and that which may eaſily find 
pardon, but wittingly and willingly,and ſtudiouſly to do, and 
effcQthat which is cuill,is abominable,and worthie of ſeuere 
puniſhment, and ignominie, Woe v=to thews ( ſaiththe Pro« yy;cy v.4u 
phet):hat imagine iniquity vpon their beds: for this proceedeth 
from the loue of naughtineſſe, and the liking of miſchiefe: 
hereby they become skilfull, and are their craftſ-maſters in 
leaudneſſe; heereby they are made more impenitent after= 


Wards,and can ſcarcely be reclaimed for euer. 
Dd 3 Verl.9. 


396 Prxoviaes. 


Verſ.9. The thought of feoliſhneſſe ts ſinne, andthe ſcornee 


iu abomination to men. 


'F: He thought of fooliſhneſſe, | The leaſt degree of euill, even 
that which is in the mind;theu gh it breake not out 


ly,nor be ſo conſpicuons,  fexxe, the tranſgrefſion of 
holy law, who requireth not onely the aRions, but themind 
of men to be conformable to his will : bxt the ſcorner i anas 
bomination, it 1s an aggrauation of the contemptuous beha- 
uiour of wicked men, by an argument from the leſſetothe 
greater,God raketh notice of euil thoughts which are ſmaller 
offences, ind yer vnlawfull, and to him diſpleafing: butthe 
ſcorner his execrable deeds,or crimes which ſhew themſelues 
to the world, which proceed from pride or preſumption, and 
are ſo continued in,are more then a finne, an abominablefil- 
thineſſe, which God and men deteſt and abhorre, And as con- 
cerning the ſcorner himſelfe who finneth with an high hand, 
and ſcorneth all good inftruQtions,he maketh himſelfe odious 
to all that are ingenuous, andof any good diſpoſition; for 
they that giue themſelues profefſedly to be impious & wicked, 
ſhall nor only haue God,but alſo men to hate them:and equal 
it is; becauſe they hate and rebell againſt the moſt gratious & 
righteous God, who gaue vnto the,& hath preſerued theirlife 
and being, and all that they haue : and who hath the diſpo- 
fing of all mens hearts, and tongues, and therefore caneahil 
dire them againſt thoſe which oppoſe rhemſelues again 
him,and violate his commandements, as hee faith by Mala- 
chie : Therefore haue [ made you to be deſpiſed, and vile before 
all the people, becauſe ye kept not my waies, ec. And commonly 
theſe ſcornfull perſons are proud,inſolent, and contemptuous 
and hurtfull co others, and wholly giuen to ſeeke themſelues, 
which will greatly withdraw the loue of the people from 
them; as it was ſaid of T{racl, chat his hand ſhonld bee againit 
eneryman,and euery mans band againſt him, 


Verſ{.11, 
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| Verſ.11. Deliner thew that are drawnets death: for fhonl. 
deft thou withdr aw dby ſeife from them that goes downe vnto de- 
ftruttion ? | 


Eliner them,) This is anexhortation raiſed from the for. 
D mer ſenrence,that if it be ſo dangerous a thing to neg- 
le& our brethren in their diftrefſes and afflitions, therefore 
weſhould ſhake off that remiſnefle,and animate our (clues to 
ſo neceflarie a ſcruice : wherefore ( ſaith he) delaver, reſcue b 
thy power,(it chou art a Magiſtrate, as /ob did, who brake the 
iaves of the wicked, plucked the prey ont of bu; teeth )or by all 
lawful meanes whoſocuer thou art,ſuch as being innocent are 
brought into danger of death, or yndoing : for it any beiuſtly 
troubled, or condEned to diegit belongeth notto vs to meddle 
with him,otherwiſe then by praying for him, &inciting him 
torepentance, Bur if might oppreſleright, or violence be of= 
fred tothe poore affiQted, euery one is bound ro defend his 
neighbor fro wrong, as much as in him lieth: For(faith he)wele 
then withdraw thy ſelfe from them that goe downe to the ſlangh- 
ter!Thac is to ſay, Artthou to withdraw thy helpe from pre- 
ſeruing the poore and innocent, who are layed downe on the 
blocke to be ſlaine,or drawne to the fake to bee burnt, from 
the ſtroke of the ſword,or flame of fire? Sothat euery one ac= 
cording to his place ought to miniſter helpeto the opprefled. 
Gouernours by vertue of their authoritie,as we ſhall ſee inthe 
31, as 9 Infcriours by giuing counſell,or teſtifyin 
therruth ofthe cauſe ; or in peticioning tothe Prince, or ſt 
2 have power of deliuering : as Ebedwelech for Jeremiah ; and 
Efter forher people: or by prayerto Godin their bebalte : as 


the Church inthe time of the Apoſiles for Perer: and in the ,q ,, 


time of the Prophers, for other godly men which were defti- 
nated to theſlaughter, whoſe petition we finde inthe Pſalme: 


Let the ſighing of the priſoners come before thee; according to Phl.79.7t. 


thy mighty arme preſerne the children of death, 
Sx D d 4 Verſc13. | 


Verſ.9. The thought of fooliſhneſſe s ſinne, and the ſrernee 


iu abomination to men. 


TS thought of fooliſhneſſe, The leaſt degree of euill, even 
that which is in the mind;theu _ breake not out 


ly,nor be ſo conſpicuons, « fine, the tranſgrefſion of Gods 
holy law, who requireth nor onely the aQtions, but themind 
of inen to be conformable to his will : b»t the ſcorner ic an a» 
bomination, it 1s a0 aggrauation of the contemptuous beha- 
uiour of wicked men, by an argument from the lefſerothe 
greater.God taketh notice of cuil thoughts which are ſmaller 
offences, and yer vnlawfull, and to him diſpleaſing : butthe 
ſcorner his execrable deeds,or crimes which ſhew themſelues 
to the world, which proceed from pride or preſumption, and 
are ſo continued in,are more then a finne, an abominablefil- 
thineſſe, which God and men deteſt and abhorre, And ascon- 
cerning the ſcorner himſclfe who finneth with an high hand, 
and ſcorneth all good inftruQtions,he maketh himſelfe odious 
to all that are ingenuous, andof any good diſpoſition; for 
they that giue themſelues profefledly to be impious & wicked, 
ſhall nor only haue God,bur alſo men to hate them:and equal 
it is; becauſe they hate and rebell againſt the moſt gratious & 
righteous God, who gaue vnto the,& hath preſcrued theirlife 
and being, and all that they haue : and who hath the diſpo- 
fing of all mens hearts, and tongues, and therefore can eahil 
dire them againſt thoſe which oppoſe them(clues again 
him,and violate his commandements, as hee faith by Mala- 
chie : Therefore haue [ made you to be deſpiſed, and vile before 
all the people, becauſe ye kept not my waies, ec, And commonly 
theſe ſcornfull perſons are proud ,inſolent,and contemptuous 
and hurtful! to others,and wholly giuen to ſeeke therſelues, 
which will greatly withdraw the loue of the people from 
chem; as it was faid of Tſracl, rhat his hand ſhonld bee againit 
ewneryman,and euery mans hand ag ainſt him. 


Verſ.11. 


n 2. ET EA " , A , 4 
: ff S Sg. A 
4 , Ho 


| Verſ.1 1, Deliver then that are drawnees death : for fooml: 
deft thou withdraw vhy ſelfe from them that goe downe vnto de- 
firultion ? FprnS 


Eliner them] This is anexhortation raiſed fromthe for- 


even 
Peſts D mer ſentence,that if it be ſo dangerous a thing to neg- 
04s le our brethren in their diftrefſes and 2fflitions, therefore 
nind we ſhould ſhake off that remiſnefle, and animare our (clues to 
4» ſo neceflarie a ſeruice : wherefore ( ſaith he) delmer, reſcue by 
chas thy power, (it thou art a Magiſtrate, as /ob did, who brake the 
the iaves of the wicked, plucked the prey ont of bis teeth )or by all 
aller lawful meanes whoſocuer thou art,ſuch as being innocent are 
the brought into danger of death, or yndoing : for it any beiuſtly 
lues troubled,or condened to die,it belongeth notto vs to meddle 
and with him,otherwiſe then by praying for him, & inciting him 
fil to repentance, But if might oppreſſeright, or violence be of- 
ON- fred rothe poore afflicted, euery one is bound ro defend his 
nd, neighbor fro wrong, as much as in himlieth: For(faith he)wele 
Jus thou withdraw thy ſelfe from them that goe downe to the ſlangh- 
for ter?Thar is to ſay, Artthouto withdraw thy helpe {rom pre- 
ed, ſeruing the poore and innocent, who are layed downe on the 
rl blocketo be ſlaine,or drawne to the ſtake to bee burnt, from 
& the ſtroke of the ſword,or flame of fire? Sothat euery one ac- 
ife cording to his place oughtto miniſter helpeto the oppreſled. 
0= Gouernours by vertue of their authoritie,as we ſhall ſee in the 
| 31, chapter,verſ{.8, Infcriours by giuing counſell,or teſtifyin 


thetruth ofthe cauſe ; or in petitioning to the Prince, or fi 

as have power of delivering : as Ebedwelechfor leremiah ; and 

o Efter forher people : or by prayer to Godin their bebaltfe : as 

y the Church inthe time of the Apoſiles for Peter: and in the , ,, 

s time of the Prophers, for other godly men which were defti- 

L _ to theſlaughter, whoſe m_—_ _ inthe —__ 

1 Let the ſighing of the priſoners come before thee; accoraing to PI 
F thy nals ha. Kar children of death. "_ 


Dd 4 , Verſ1%. 


Jere.24.33. 
Eecleſc5.5. 


"oy 


who pondereth the beart under//and it ? doth not bee know that 


preſerneth thy ſoule ? doth not be alſs recompence every man age 
cording to bus wore ? 


HE: confirmeth his ſtrict charge for afſiftance,and helpful. 
nes to our brethren wrongtully moleſted, and indange. 
red, by forcible arguments : whereunto hee maketh a way 

an anticipation, wherein he firſt propoundeth the excuſe thar 
pitileſſe men are wont to make,and afterwards confuteth ir, 
The obieQion is, we knew not of it: For ſo they pleade igno= 
rance,by which they hope to cleere themſclues,as that it was 
yaknowneto them that they were in trouble: neither were 
they acquainted withthe equitie ofthe cauſe : nor vnderfiood 
by what meanes they might helpethem : all which pretences 
he plainly refuterh: for no ſhifts will ſeruc to cloake ſinne be- 
fore Gods eyes, Andtheſe hee refelleth by ſuch reaſons, as 
whereby hee proueth the neceſſicie of mercifulnes. And the 
firſt is from the knowledge of God, who is the ſearcher of the 
hearts and affeQtions : putteth mens mindes,or meanings into 
the ſcales,or ballanceththem,totry how iuſt and vpright th 

are : and therefore doth not he lures whether thou dif- 
ſembleſt, or dealeſt in good earneſt? whether thou had in- 
—_—_— ofthe matter, or whether it were alrcogether hid- 
den from thee? The ſecond is fromthe power andiuthoritie 
which God hath ouer all men: their lives and foules are in his 
hands : and therefore it concerneth them for their lives, and 
ſaluation too,not to halt with him,orbe incompaſſionate to- 
wards his, Thethird is from the iuſtice of God, hee will re- 
compence euery man according to his worke : he that dealeth 
vprightly,and without difſfimulation, ſhall finde comfortable 


approbation at his hands : he that dealcth frandulently, and 


with guile,ſhall be diſmasked,and puniſhed ; hethat ſheweth 
mercie and compaſſion tothem that be in miſerie, ſhall plen- 
tifully be rewarded with mercic from him : hee that is bard: 
hearted, and without all bowels of commiſcracion, ſhall finde 
pure tuſtice, without any compaſſion, 

: Ver ſ.1 Jo 
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Verſe 12, If thou ſay, Behold we knew not of it ſhall by _ 
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Verſe 1 3. My ſont eate thow bony becauſe it is good,and the 
bony combe, becauſe it i ſweere to thy palat or rafte, 

Verſe 14. So ſhall the knowledge of wiſedome be to thy ſoule 
when thou haſt found it, there ſhall be a reWvard,and thine expe- 


Ration ſhall not be cut off. 


Heſe two ſentences containe the praiſe of gracious and 
T hoy knowledge, and that by a full fFmilitude, on both 
parts, 3s well the reſemblance, as the application from hony, 
laying, Ay ſonne eate hony,chat is,thou haſt libertie for ir, it is 
free tor thee ſo to doe, if thou wilt, becanſe it « good, whole- 


ſome,and profitable forthy body : ir being a food muchin vſe 


in thoſe parts : as the Prophet /ſaiab ſpeaketh; Butter and (Gi.r.ry, © 


hen ſhall he eate. And Tonathan was muchrefrefſhed,and his 
eyes receiued fight by cating of hony, whereas before'they 


were dimme for wearinefſe,and hunger.e And the hony combe, 1.Sam,14.27s 
for it i ſweete vnto the palat or tufte, that is, pleafant,and de- 


leQable in reliſh, thepalatthe infirumenc of taſting being pur' 
for the ſenſe it ſelfe :rwo benefirs therefore proeced from ir, 
pleaſure,and profit: So both profitable and pleaſant, and more 
alſo /hall the knowledge of wiſedome be to thy ſowle, thy heart, 
thy conſcience, thy inward man, though'in or &- 
tate,there be many birter croſſes and calamities : if chow finde 
tif thou be truly indued therewith, and haſt a ſure apprehen- 
hon thereof, and be norilluded with flattering conceits, and 
raine imaginations. And this comfort andioyis the effeR of 
an infallible hope, which is wrought by faith in, and know- 
ledge of the holy Scriptures, and this hope is fiedfaſi, firme and: 
effeuall ; 38 chap.23.18, He would have vs thereforero yn- 


derfiand that nothing is more delightfull'then ſpirituall yn- Iai.zs.6, 


derfianding of Gods holy will;Hopy,andother food, though 
moſt delicious, is earthly, and thedelight chat ir yeeldeth is 
but cenſuall : but this is heauenly, and ſo is the-conſolation 
that it worketh; abeaft, or awicked man may feed onthe beſt 
corporall foode, and feele as much ſweetnes asthe worthieſt 


lok-4.14. 


lier right and propertie in the holy 


— —_ 


Ghoſt: there 
bony an other bodily delights, an burtfullexceſle, tothean. 
noyance of thoſe which ſurfeir of them: as .25-16,but 
there can neuer be too much heauenly wiſedome, and gladnes 

roceeding from it: but alway, and continually the more, the 
bog : the pleaſure that is taken in meates,or drinkes, or 
earthly refreſhings,is but momentanie, and for preſent vſe:For 
when death commeth, or ſicknes, the del;ghtfulnes thereof 
will be forgotten,and ſo will che rength that commenh byir, 
and all other like benefits : but the joyfull afſurance of Gods 
fauour,the heauenly fruites of his holy ſpiric, with che yu 
fon of his graces, is perpetuall and cuerlaſting, according to 
the teſtimonic and promiſe of our Saujour,ſaying, #boſoener 
ſtall drinke of the water that [ ſhall. gine h1m, ſhall never be more 
4 thirſt: but the water that I ſhall gine bim, ſhall be in him a wel 
of water ſpringing to enerlating life, 


Verſe 15. Lay not waite O wicked man againit the dwellmg 
of the righteous : ſpoyle not his dwelling place. 

Verl.16. For the righteous ſalleth ſewen times, and riſeth a 
g4ine : but the wicked ſhall fall into meſchiefe. 


F the former yerſe was declared the great comfort that 
godly men finde in the knowledge of Gods holy word: and 
in theſe the great ſafetie which they cnioy by his p:ouidence 
for them, EX oandinh of them : for that is the ſcope ofthe 
words, though they bee direted to the wicked in way ofad- 
monition, or prohibition. The parts thereof are two : the one 
is a charge giuento finfull men, that they proceede not onin 
their craft, or intheir cruchie againſt the | xn ts of God, in 
the former yerſe: and the other, a reaſon which could cauſe 
them to, ftand backe,and not offer ſuchiniuries cothem,in the 
latter. Lay wot waite,deale not ſubti!ly, praQiſe nor any ſecret 


 miſchiefe, liketo ſuch as lurke in corners ſuddenly ro ſurpriſes 


man, or get ſome aduantage againſt him, againſt the houſe of 
the righteous, againſt a man himſelfe, or any thing that apper- 
tainetn ynto him : fpeyle not his vefting place,offer no yiolence 
yato, 
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ynto,nor prey ypon his goods, and eſpecially goe not abour 
to ouerthrow his dwelling place,nor chaſe himfromir: Fort 
is as if he ſhould baue ſaid, This is thy praCtiſe, and which is to 
be looked for at thine hand, ypeill ds ceaſe to bee wicked. 
For all thy attempts be in vaine, and ſhall take no place: and 
therefore if thou were wiſe and prudent for thy ſelfe, thou 
wouldett be better aduiſed, before thou tookeſt ſuch courſes, 
The reaſon is from the contrary condition of the wicked, and 
odly : the one endureth many troubles, and eſcaperh our of 
| all : the other, oft times more crofſes come ypon them 
for atime : but ſome one deadly ſtroke commeth ar laſt for 
all, tothcir vtter yndoing : The inf falleth ſenen times, com- 
meth into troubles yery ofr, a certaine number of times being 
ut for an vncertaine, but riſeth againe, but by the gracious 
and of God is deliuered out of eden all. Ir is a fimilitude 
from childrEled of their parents, who though through weak- 
nes doe ſometimes ſtumble,and fall to the ground, yet they be 
neicher hurt with the fall,nor helplefſe, that chey ſhould net be 
taken vp againe. So that the goodnefle of God doth more ap- 


peare in ſuſtaining his people in their troubles, then in prefers Pſal.z4.19. 
uing them from troubles, as divers Scriptures doe witnefle, 1ob-5-18. 


But the Wicked / puns into miſ: hiefe,the vngodly periſh in ad- 
uerſitie, being ſo ouerthrowne therein, that they neuer be able 
to recouer themſclues : they are altogether like thoſe, who 
falling from an high and Reepe place, or tumbling downe a 
paireof ſtajers,breake their backes,or neckes,with that fear- 
full downfall,that they are nor able ro ſtirre hand or feote. So 
that albeic croſſes come but ſeldome ypon vngodly men, and 
miſerie tarrie long before it viſite them; yer when God ſetteth 
in with them, he paieth them home, euen to their ruine and de- 


firuQion : For ſo are they rhreatned : The Lord ſhall ſhoote au pg, . 


arrow 48 them, thrir ſlrokes ſhall be at once : their plagues haue 
ſings with them,a guiltie conſcience, the burthen of (in,with 
Gods diſpleaſure and curſe are joyned with it. 


Verſi17, Reiogee not when thine enemie falleth, let not thine 
Verſ.1s, 


Verſ. 18, Left the Lord ſee it andit diſpleaſe; bim, and hu 


turne away birwrath from him. 


Re2* wot, ] Bee not glad, nor ſhew forth any outward 
ligne of ioy, when thine enemic falleth, when heethatiy 
thine aduerſaric commeth to calamitie, or aduerſty, lerws 
thine heart be glad, doc not ſo much as conceive ioy within 
thy ſelfe,though thou ſhouldeft not exprefle ir to others, whey 
be iumbleth, when any crofſe doth betall him: hee takerh the 
fimilitude from trauellers, whom it concerneth not their fel. 
low trauellers to inſult ouer when they be downe or flipping, 
but rather be ſorie, and therefore ſuccour and helpe them 
againe, So that itis not lawſull for any man to take delightin 
his neighbours woe, howeuer he be affeed toward him, 
Iob cleereth himſelſe of this fault, ſaying,1] haxe not reiogced 
at the deitruftion of him that hated me, or lift vp my ſelfe when 
enill found bim, And the world knoweth how Daxialamet» 
red and wept, when newes was brought him of Sax/s death, 
which _ iniuriouſly and cruelly hunted after bis life. If wee 
be bound to pray for thoſe that perſecute and bate vs zif webe 
required to help our enemies with food, and gratific him with 
other courteſies, it canot ſtand with equity that we ſhouldre- 
ioyce at,or take pleaſure in their miſeric : but this precepuay 
ſeeme to be contraryto the praRiiſe of the godly, as Moſer, 
Eſter, and diuers others of Gods ſeruants, when their enemies 
the Egyptians, Hamas, and other ſuch like haue been deftroy- 
ed: but indeed neither Moſes nor the reſt, did reioyce ſo much 
inthe deſtruQion of their aduerſaries,as in their owne delive- 
rance,and the preſervation ofthe Church : neither was the ru- 
ine of their enemics ſo comfortable ynto them as the glory of 
God, which did appeare in the puniſhment of the vngodly. A 
man may in holy zeale reioyce at the ouerthrow of the e- 
nemies of God, and the foes of his people, as chap. 11.13, 
but he may not ſimply be glad at the fall ofhis aduerſaries, nor 
vncharitably womb ouer them with ioy of heart, arif 
from priuate grudge,and ſecret hatred,/e/f tbe Lord ſee it, le 
he take notice ofit,and obſcrue the ſame with diſpleaſure, for 
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bauing and nouriſhing ſuch yncharitabl andpitileſſe affeQions 
inthine heart, aud twrne by wrath from him, whichis not ſoto 
be ynderftood, as that therefore a man were not toreioyce at 
his cnemics fall, left chat by ſodoing his good name beepro. 
cured,oamely che mitigation of Gods diſplegſure,and remo- 
ping 2Way = ſcourge.thar is. ypon him: but by this every 
oneis warned to take heed ofthis reueugefull reioycingatthe 
miſcries ofthem that hate him, leſt by this meanes hee draw 
Gods wrath and plague'ypon himſclte, and make his owne 
ceaſe worle then his caemies, | Do 


Verl. 19: Fret nat thy ſelfe becauſe of the enil man,neither be 
quniens at theeuil doers, » 

20. For there ſhall be no reward to the exillman, andthe can« 
dle of the wicked ſhall be put ont, | 


Ret not thy ſelfe,| Be not moucd to anger andindignation, 
F becauſe of the enill man, for that either they flouriſh and 
proſper,or cl{e inthe malice of their harrs attempt euill againſt 
thee, neither be ennions at the enilldoers,See chap. 23.17, and 
the firſt verſe of this chapter. 
For there ſhall be no reward to the exill man, His plagues 
andmiſcrics ſhall be perperuall,axd the light of the wie ed ſha 
lepwt out his felicity, and flouriſhing eſtate, yea and his life it. 
ſe ſhall bee extinguiſhed; and aboliſhed, deſperate miſerie 


L 


ſhall ſucceed in the place thereof. See-chap.1 3.9. Audthere- pj, 


3.18. | 


fore the greateſt proſperity that vyngodly men earns enioy, Iob 21.16. 


bs not able to counteruaile the lamentable calamity that ſhall 
come vypon them afterward: for the one is but counterteit 
ind mixed with many forrowes and feares; the otheris as bad 
br worſe then it ſeemeth,and yoid of all. comfort; the one is 
ſhort,and ofno continuance: the other js cuerlaſting,and bath 
hone end : and adde this thereunto, that meaſure and greata- 
bundance of the former,doth much encresſe the quantity and 
fovcaets of the latter, As is the caſe of that whociſh Ba- 
; 1In 4s much as ſbe glorigd ber ſelfe, andlined m pleaſure, ſ0. 
buck fine to her jormens and ſorrow : for foe ſairhin ber heart, 
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iſ eng as Onvene, and am no widow noi ſhall ſet newoiraji 

Therefore bi —_—_ gue? ſhall come at one diy, death-and forres 
and famine and ſhe ſrallbe burnt with fire; for frony it the Lit 
which will condernne ber, And as Saint James hs Sooke 
worldlings and Epicures. Goe to new ye rich mee, mokrne and 
howli, for the miſeries th dy ny von you : your riches oh 
corrnpt,and your garments motheatey, 


Verſ.21. My ſonne feare the Lord,and the Xing .uduodih 
wot with them that change. 


Mi feare the Lord, ] Let thine'bearr alwaies fland 
in awe of his preſeace, worſhip him with reaerence,and 
holy deuotion: faithfully obſerue and obey as much as poſſi. 
bly thou canſt,his will and commandements,and rhe King hy 
ſoueraigne, whomthe Lord hath ſet ouerthee: for conſcience 
ſake be ſubjeQ ro him : ſhew all loyaltie co his perſon, aride- 
bedience to his lawes, and minilters oftuftice ; negle& nocthe 
commandement of the Lord by the Apofile, i bg, Submit 
your ſelues to all manner ordinance of man for tbe Lord: ſalg: 
ks it be to the King as the ſi ,Of Unto gonernonrs, a 
onto them that are ſent of bins, for the paniment ons 
and praiſe of them that doe well, Por true religion roward God 
and due ſubiecionto hwfull Ley = ria ;ndiuiduall 
companions. Feare God( faith'Saior and honour the 
King. No tebellious perſon,or any that is wo obedient toward 
the Magiſtrate,deſerueth the name of a Chriſtian, He that de- 
nierh ynto Ceſar thar which belongeth vnto him, dothin no 
vprightneſfe performe to Godthat which i -4 his due Saint Jude 
maketh ic anote of afinful hypocrite ro deſpiſe gonernment and 
fo ſpeake enill of rhem that are thi atuutboritie, ters. there aa 
wer but of G wnd the powers that art, are ordained 
therefore ve}iiferh thr power, refifterh the or, 
of God, und they thr hag rw ro themſelues, Fo 
duration. Whertfor «Arp Nene cof wrath 
Peper Soong fide, edu Boks 
ou3perfon tan been 
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che Lord, and his word, which is the foundation of all magi. 
fracie,will{ if occaſion ſerue ) manifeſt his perfidiouſneſſe to 
his Prince; and chough feare reftraine him thathe neuerbreak 
forth incoarmes,or open corrempt, yet he carriethnat a loy- 
all heart, becauic he wanteth a godly heart, There are 

which crouch,and bow, which flatter, and fawne, and highly 
extoll obedicnce,and inueigh againk refractorie people, who 
notwithRanding beare as lictle loue as the worſt, and yeeld no 
more reucrence in their hearts to their Prince , then thoſe 


which are moſt contemptuous, Saint /xde deſcribeth the de- 1ug.cs, 


ſpiſers of gouernment to be murmurers, and corpplainers, 4#d 
yt to hane mens perſons in admiration for aduantage, And the 
Prophet Hoſea teftifierh,chat they which made the King glad 
with their wickednefſe, and the Princes with theis lies, jy yet 
dwoure their Indges and canſe then *Kings to fall, «And med. 
dh not with them that change ; he giveth acaueat to beware of 
the meanes whereby chou maicſt be ſeduced, and bee broughe 
thereby ro contempt of God, andrhy Prince, and char is 
ſociery of Male.coments who affeR alteration, and nouelties, 
ſuch as are wearie ofthe holy Lawes of Ged,; which teach re- 
ligion, and Chriftian ence, and wholeſome lawes of 
Prince touching policie, and ciuill peace, and ſeeke for inno= 
uation, by abrogation,and aboliſhmene ofboth : for ſuch ma= 
ner ofmen are very contagious,andableroperuert the hearts 
of all thar connerſe with How many did Corab, Dathan, 
and Abiram inchant to oppoſe againſt rhe government of 
OMoſer,and Aaron? What buge multitudes did that curſed 
Ab/alomintet,and make toturne rebels moſt ſeditiouſly #- 
| ny kingdome of Daxzid? and did not Sheba that 'ob- 
cureand baſe fellow preuaile farre to ger #ffociares, and ther- 
by to raiſe a new commotion, when ir ſcemed char all parkes 
of rebe]lion had been exringuiſhed ? and how many millions 
of millions haue been Rirred vp againſt the kingdome of 
Chriſt, by the peſtilent tongues of thoſe which cannot beare 
the burthen of government, moſt lamentable experience of all 
ages doth cleerely witneſſe, This commethto paſſe by the vi- 


olence of their deſires that way, which are wholly ſer vpon 
miſchiefe; 


Plaly3.18. 


Jere.5.1;, 
1.Theſl.5.3+ 
Apoc.18.7, 


AQ.1i3, 


406 
miſchiefe: and by.rhe 


vell himſelfe, and by that procliuity whichis in alfleſhlymens 
nature, to be corrupted by pernicious ſpeeches : Satan wer. 
keth in the tongues of theſe finfull ſeducers, and togetherilſo 
inthe hearts and cares of their carnall hearers, 5 


Verſ, 22. For their calamitie ſhall riſe ſuddenly, and whe 
hnoweth the ruine of them both ? 


H confirmeth both his precept, and caueat, bythe mif. 
chiefe that is like to enſue, if they obey not the one; nor 
be admoniſhcd by the other, and that is the ruine and ouers 
throw of vngodly and diſloyall perſons : and this is exaggers- 
ted by the gricuouſnes and ſuddennes of it,it commeth ſoo- 
nerthen itis looked for,and is more intollerable then is either 
knowne,or thought of, For therr calamitie, the plagues which 
they ſhall ſuffer, ſhall riſe ſuddenly. It licth Rillfor a time likes 
fierce beaſt, or ſerpent ina buſh, or thicket,either fleeping,or 
waiting for aduantage,and neither is ſcene, nor heard,thereis 
neither roring, hiſſing, nor ruſling,and in amoment being ei- 
ther wakened, or ſpying the opportunitie, isvpon a manbe- 
fore he is ware, who knoweth the deftruttion of them both?to 
wit,that whichthe Lord and the king ſhall wark: For as Gods 
wrath is like a conſuming fire,ſo is the Kings compared tothe 
roring of a Lion, both of them very fearefull and terrible, For 
miſcric is evermore contrarie to the expeRation of the Wic- 
ked, both for time and meaſure ; it commeth ypon thembe- 
fore they be prouided,and liethypon them more heauilythen 
they are able to ſuſtaine it, And this is becauſe they would 
not belecue the prediQtions of the word, which foretold what 
would become of their wicked waiesz but deſpiſed all Gods 
threatnings : and becauſe they are proud,and ſecure, and flat- 
ter themſclues in perpetuitic of their peace and ſaferie : and 
becau ſe they ſuffer themſelues willingly to bee miſled and de- 
ceived bythe flatterie of others ; as. Herod did, 


Verſ.23, 
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| thing whichis beſide the cauſe, or out of the matter in que- 
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Verſe 23. Theſe alſo are the ſayings of the wiſe: It is not 
good to have reſpett of perſons in indgement. 


$ Daxid made not all thoſe ſpirituall ſongs which are 

contained in the booke of Pſalmes : ſo neither did Sa/o- 
won (as it ſeemeth)vreer all choſe parables which are ſet down 
in this booke of Prouerbs.Thus much may be gathered our of 
the words, wherein it is faid, «/ſo theſe are the ſayings of the 
wiſe, The ſentences from this place to the end of the chapter, 
were ſpoken by the mouthes, or written by the _ of 
wiſe men : but who they were is not exprefled : bur ſure wee 
are they were led by the ſpirit of God, ſeeing otherwiſe nei-- 
ther could they have been wiſe, neither would they who ga- 
thered theſe ſayings rogether, haue put them into the booke 
of canonicall Scripture,ts haxe refpett of perſons,to regardany 


ſtion,as thereby to be led aſide, and drawneto pervert iuftice, 

ordecline from the law, as becauſe they be rich, or becauſe 

they be poore ; becauſe they be rooderdecead they be bad: 

becauſe they be friends, or becauſe they be enemies. Topaſle 

ſentence for the wealth; or power,or miſerie,or fauour,or ha- 

tred of the parties accuſing, or accuſed, is wot good, ncither 

lawfull,nor ſafe : the thing to bee regarded isthe matter, and 

not the man. And therefore in all controuerſies, look not who Leuir.r9.rs, 
dethe parties, but what is the cauſe : becauſe the iudgementis Deut.z.17, 

,and not mans. ? 


Verſ.24. He that ſaith to the wicked, Thow art righteous him 
ſhallthe people cnr ſe and nations ſhallabhorre him, 


H E that ſaith to the wicked,thou art righteons,] He that ap- 
plaudeth,or approueth of finfull men, whom God con- 
demneth:or iuftifieth any man in doing chat which God doth 
not allow ; bins ſhall the people cxrſe, and the nations ſhall ab+ 
borre bins, he ſhall be odious, and infamous,euery where, and 
amongſt all men A Os he A. ſuch as hare 

© '. * iniquite 
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iniquitie, and know after what manner he doth countenance 

it. Indeed well diſpoſed perſons will not eafily breake outinto 
raſh curſing : neither will _ proudly reproch the Magi 

ſtrates, or ſuperiours, though they ſee them faile in rw 
ties : yet neuercheleflein zeale roward iukticethey cannothin 
blame them, whom they ſee fo groflely and notoriouſly to 
offend, So that they who goe about to grace others intheix 
finnes, take the way to bring themſelues into contempt: For 
they arc an abomination to the Lord,aschap.17.15.andthen 
how can they chuſe but be yile alſo amonglt men ? They doe 
miſchicfe to many in animating ſuch wicked creatures: and 
euca to thoſe finfull wretches themſclues, by hardning them 
in their ewll : they becommeth acceſffaric to the offodes 
ſas, and maketh chem their owne : and it is a fault,thatis ſel. 
dometo be foundin any, who are not in ſomeeuill or other 
themſelues : according to that ſaying,they rbat tranſgreſſe the 
law,praiſe the wicked. . 


- 
Verſe 25, But to them that rebuke ſhall be delight, and the 
bleſſing of each good man ſhall come vpon them. 
Verſe 26, Emery one ſhall ksſſe his lipes that gineth aright 


anſwere. 


H: amplifieth the point propounded in the former yerle, 
by the contraric both behauiour, and euent ; there was 
the iuſtifying of the wicked taxed, here the reprouing of him 
is commended: there was the curſe, or reproch threatned td 


ſuch as ſhall giue approbationto malefaRors : here bleſſing is 


promiſed to ſuch as ſhall diſgrace them: oblequie, reproch, 
and hatred arethere denounced as a puniſhmenc to themthat 
ſhall flatter ynrighteous men: here honour and loue is affured 
rothem that ſhall deale ſoundly, and ſharply with them: bw 
to them.that rebuke hims, to them that convince euill men of 
their faults, ſ@all be delight,comfort, and ioy, in apprehenhion 
of Gods fauour, mens good affeRions ſhall be towardthem, 
and the bleſſing of each, good man, their teRtimnovie which the 

will giue afchem,aod prayers and praiſes which they = 
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Verſe 27s Pxoverns. 409 
offer to God forthem: this bleſſing fell ypon /obs head full of. 
ten, as himſelfe wirnefſerh, ſaying, When rhe care beard mee it 
doſes meard when the eye ſaw me it ganewitneſſe vnto me,that 
] delinered the poore that cried, and the fatherleſſe that had no 
belpe : the Heng of him that was readie to periſh came vpon 
me,and 1 cauſed the widowes heart to reiogce. Andirt is added in 
the next verſe,zbe people will kiſſe the lippes of him that gimeth 4 
right anſwere ; the kiſſing of the lipsis a ſigne ofloue among 
vs,and in old time it was alſoa token of reverence, Whercas 
therefore it is ſaid here, the people ſhall kiſſe the lips of him that 
giveth a right anſwere; the meaning is thar they will excee- 
dingly affeR, and ſingularly honour ſuch a perſon : it may be 
the wicked will deſpite, and contemne ſuch a one, but the god- 
ly will ceuerence and embrace him, Now he is ſaid to anſwer 
right things, who vttereth true, wiſe, and profitable ſpeeches, 
or ſuch ſayings as are agreeable to equitie and righteouſnes, 
He therefore which moſt faithfully oppoſeth himſelfe againſt 
the corruptions of others, ſhall gone molt comfort, and credit 
tohimſelfe, both from God,and honeſt men, and many times 
from the parties reprouecd, or reſiſted : for that it may proue @ 
good na for the curing of the maladies ofthe ſoule, 


Verſ.27. Prepare thy worke without, and make it fit for thy 
ſelfe in the field, and afterward build thine howſe, 


|" raph thy worke without, Haue an eye to thoſe things 
that are abroad, as for corne,cattell, vines, fruite trees, &c. 
mate it fit for thy ſelfe in the field, make readieforthy ſelfe that 
which thou haſt in the field, that thou not onely haue ground, 
but that ic be ſo husbanded,as y it may beſt yeeld commodity 
to thee, that thou not only haue a croppe vpon thy ground, or 
grafle growing in thy meddowes, but that it bee ſo carefully, 
and ſeaſonably cut downe,and inned,as thou maiſt enioy the 
fruire thereof : that thy land be nor ynfruitfull through want 
» a manuring, or that which grow ypon it bee not the 
lefle, or worſe b7 bios ill husbandrie, end after, when thou 
haſt performed theſe things, build thine howſe, — 
Ee 3 ixe 


6 OY 
g y, DL , 
Shs, 


faire, according to thy ſate,and tore it with ſuch good fur 
ture,as before was not requiſite for thee, An houſe, andhabj. 
tationtodwell in is firſt of all to be prouided : but the orna. 
ments;and beautifying ofit,are to be deferred yntil thy main. 
tenance will aſtbw thee the libertie thereof. His purpoſe is to 
reach ys to proceede orderly in all our affaires, a, 
things of gieateſt importance corhe firſt place, and going a 
bout mattersof lefſe waight by leiſure afrerward : as in a buil. 
ding,ſftone andtimber is to be prepared, þefore wainſcot and 
hanging. 

And men vyſe to buy land ortake it,and haue a croptowards 
before they hire,or build a barne, It were a fooliſh part infea- 
Ning to ſpread the table, ſer diſhes vpon the board, & to make 
the gueſts fir downe, before any meate be prouided ; or fora 
man to prouide bridle, or ſaddle, with trappings and all other 
furniture,and yer is able neither to buy,nor borrow, nor hires 


horſe for his journey, 


Verſ. 28. Be not awitneſfſe againſt thy neighbour without 4 
canſe,nor deceine with thy lips, 


E not awitneſſe] In any matter, or for any mans caule, + 

gainſt thy neighbour , againſt any man, without 4 cauſe, 
whehe deſerueth it not, or thou haue no calling therunto,and 
therefore take heed that thy teſlimonie be nor talſe : For al yn- 
truth is falſe witneſſing, and without cauſe ; neither affirme 
thou any thing certainly which is vncertaine,and andeth on» 
ly on likelihood and probabilitie : ſo Eliteftified againſt He- 
»4h,when hee charged her with drunkennes, becaule hee ſaw 
the motion ofher lips, but heard notthe yoyce of her ſpeech: 
ſo they teſtified againſt the Apofiles and Diſciples without 
cauſe, when they ſaid they were full of new wine,becauſe ons 
ſadden they ſpake ſtrange languages : neither take halle atale 
for a whole Crock, nor adde any ching of chine owne to that 
which thou ſpeakeft,nor peruert the meaning of a mis words 
which heytereth : for ſo they witneſſed again(t Chriſt, when 
ebey informed that he ſaid,{ car deſtroy chu terwple,that m_—_ 
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Manga fn od _ 6 .and [wil build # in three 
diies, becaule hee ſaid, deſtroy you this temple, meaning of his 
body,and [ will build it againe ts three dates Lafily,commente | 
= nota complaint againſt any for well doing, apd impure not 
31 that to him for a crime which is ducic,and a gogd ſeruice; 

3 etameo Seeker AT Oe pt when hee 
&. him to Saw, for miniſtring reliefe and weapon to Dg- 
» Bio hisdiſteiſe. Andſothe egemies of Dani wirgelled 

nd giinſt. bim wichout cauſe, when they laid to. his charge his 
| and ſupplication made to the Lord: and deceine wot, # 
_ 5 (AMEGPS LK Fg roacfre make him to belecue thatto 


betruc which is falſe ; orthat to be good whichis bad; or that 
vl is g0O« thimto be faultie which is NOCE! 
ra | 
her 
ea 

Verſ.29] Saynot, I willdoe'te him as bee hath dmerome,1 
pilrewerdengry mas according ro bi; works, | wha, 
"* ara w <,.05 purpoſe of | 


y revengefu s or =» declare thy 1 
ning : I pe IT ar 
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bande Tet # little ſlumber, jc ys 4 hetke fo 

fo fix-pe; 7% IV val 
So ſhallthy ponerty come as one that revel ha v 

Ws. y at an armed mar. by 


He Wiſe man, whoſoever he tes ak in theſe verſesby 

his owne experience,lively paint our, and deſeribe the 
ſhameful wrerchleſneſſe of ſlaggards,with che miſery &crlas 
mitie which they do incur them by the ſame; Firſt, be relineh 
the occafi6 wherby he was btought to ſee fo far into "= _ 
ter: / paſſed, (ſaith he)6y the file of the flor hfuell, and 
yard of the man deſtitute of vnder/handing : as if he wy 
faid, I went norass buſiebodie ts ip at ths foul 
men which belonged not viitomee; f Irtade tive fourney of 
purpoſe to finde out what was tiniſſe; H1MErtmantb 
eſtate,or poſſeſſions : but my_bulineſſe lay tharwiy, Thad! 
calling coxrauell thereby, andin regard thereof, / Ss (6 


field ofebe thfall,chc. _ eidlep 

of Sony 8 him to voi Toy Encore ok 

firute of un heart, the word Fiptiifieeh: for ichieors 
heart, 3s eOHſe tions, as cedorh whe ts 6 


weed 'tohartd alfthe 
wing cout NS 
ture ofthe earth, andfec#vps##thefientMteofehe ſame 

rn od was much impoueri _ and made very bar- 
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at 


therein: for idlenefſe is a very hurefull finne, and every thing is 

the worſe that ſlorhfull 09g ner Free acec P : 
won teſtifierh, ſaying, By ſlethbfin/ne reofe of the houſe go- 10.48, 
wn dbeey ; end by lo todrotpbotitatabeah dr f, 

row. Thirdly,he recounterh the vſes that he made of the fighe 
which he ſaw, whereofone was for himielfe,and his owne be- 

nefit : he conſideredit well, jon, be gathe- 


red wiſedome out of the follie of the ſluggard, and learned 
thereby char ſforhfulneſle and follic arethemothers 


and miſcric,& in this he ſhewed himſclfe to be truly wiſe : 
Crumbs heaucnly wiſedome: direQeth:mens minds to 
make that vicfull co themiſelues, which is pernicious vnto o- 
thers,and make chevery finnes of their neighbours tobemo- Mal,.:s, 
tives to goodnefle to them, Theother vſe-concernedthat la- Plal4.s, 
zieperſon, in whom hee-obſerued-the cauſeof thatruineand 


deſolation,and that was Joue of ſleepe, inſlee 
and drow may nde= rr reops is Ir yas 
bondman,or priſoner init; whoſe very words hee reciterh to 
,4 little , Fc, proceedi little ton 
1 arora ardly finde a re. Jhyen waar ane 
of: & rherfore for paſſerh the ſentence of beg 
ypon him, which heethrearnieth ſhould come vpon | 
ſpeedily,ic would be ſudden, and cerraine, asthe compariſon 
_ import; which ſee more fully expounded. Chap. 4 
I, w EWDENLL TC , ' 
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CHaPTER-. XXV, 
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Verſ.1.Theſs are alſs the parables of Sakevs,odibakan 
of Hez.ckiah King of Indah copied out. "is 


#4 Heſe, | The ſentences which are contained in 
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this chaprer,and the foure next as' well as thoſe 
in the former chapters, vnto the 23. verſe ofthe 
rwentie foure, are the parables of Salomon, ſuch 
as he, inſpired bythe ſpirit of of God,did deli 


>} 


uer,whether by.pen, ortongue, or both, ir is vncerraine: its 
| x. 9dr ava s ters 


bable that they were a 
vermin on 


Tone me ſome by Hi 


Verſ'2. The glory of Ged iz t60amcenle arhing hue the Kg 
honowr is to ſearch ont a matter, "T. 


> Lord doth much glorific himſelfeby revealing things, 
in that thereby he doth manifeſt his wifedome, his oy 
reſt of his 


nefle,his iuftice,his omnipotepcie,and all the 

attributes ynto the wofld 7and therefore the Prophet Haba 
kak faith, the earth ſhall be filed with the knowledge of God, # 
the waters coner the ſea : butherein he isw l glorious, 
that working, and ſhewing ſo much, heedothyerreſerveto 
himſelfe ofbis counſels, and of his putpoſes,and ofhis workes 
alſo more then the world ſeeth. Some things hee couereth for 


veimeghat.no man may diſcerne,aad yer bringeth the oker! 
wad | 
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alcobght chac all ——— mers. 
renin his ordinary adminifttation; ſome things, 
of ſaluation,he manifeſteth co a few,to his = 
noncelſe, chough neuer ſo wittie = learved. are capable of; 
which our Sauiour acknowledg pear es 1 (bes 


, Lord of heanen andearth 
/ mt mars ar her baht thai on Nos 4 


Le hae op Spinpdnins. And this hedoth by 
tious diſpenſation : ſome things he retaineth for ever from all 
men,that they cannot poſlibly attaine vnts the es 
2 > why this man is cleRed,and that man reieted; 
_—_ appoinced to faluation, and another deſtinared to 
n. wr b y'this bee doth maintaine his abſolute ſo- 
veraignty,thar he Al not ſubic himlſclfe co ie an account 
ofhis waies to his creatures, & ro declarethe , perfe- 
&ion,& infiaitencs of bis holy nature ; and this is:that which 
npeWecet Ep apatt with,aod himſclſe ſo much 


at-faying : Ob the depth of the riches of rhe miſedawy Rom.11.33. 


' God, how vnſearchable are bis indgements, bis mains paſt fin- 


Fs 5 honowr it cakethwuch for the renoune 
of great Princ Gouernors,teſeerch ent matters,& bring 
themeo Aer ge ht? craft of and + 


ſons goe not beyond their, ynderſi 8: 
gor more $kill in cloaking their facts and 

they have in diſcouering and finding them our. Thisis the 
fruirofchcixr wiſedome, this is the exerciſe of their iuftice, and 
forthis they ſhall be greatly loucd,feared,and admired : as Sa- 


lomen was contig evnrbramd, meghenpticges 1.King3. 


tobe foundjnthe caleofehe two baglots,.. 


Verſ.3. The beauens my Sons the ive for dejth; and 
tt vaſearchable 


be Does _ nol men expymen ery and 
k-th rugs rae 
gies ac on e Methughe yo: 1 


nmporobrtnding hope radrad; for 
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41s | P: rovenns. ; han 
ener! roman reyiaron ed excellent ſpirit, and 
foci with ſuch gifts as for the mo ft ure-yorto bee 
found in priuate perſons: if any Princes byreaſon 
themſclues rho then _ _— of Hoy 
not ſach, yer ſu oughc to bee? or ſeeing they hawwre 
deale in Line and weighty mateers,itsx y/ 
their wits, counſels, purpoſes;and determination ofinnbiidhe 
rare,profound and paſt the common reach, AllPrinices actvine 
not to this,nor many : divers are as ignorant, ſimple, and ſhal- 
low witred, as thofe that 'are farre theirinferiours: butic 
through their owne default, becauſe they wane the loue of 
andi ng and diligence; of negle@thoſe meanes where. 

byirc rene, gorten. As Rehoboams heart was fo farte from 
mounting vp to the rop of heaven, em downe tothe 


—_ tes nes Arorrey Nd 
deepe ; but it was becauſe helaboured hor to be nidlicious 5 


| entertained good counſellwhen ir\wis offered voto him 

8s for Sa/omen his father, who kiiew the words of wi 

and prayed for iearthe hind 6 God,God ate him wiſdome, 

exceeding much, and « large brart'u the and on the ſea ſon, 
bis Ne wg 

andrhewiſelomeof 

rr Sarees / Poke to dereR, no'predtiſces hi 
he did nor ſmell our: no complotters which hee did not 0 
dily intrap in their wiſes. Adowiah dideafily illude Bath 
his mother, bur ſo hee couldnothim':/ for hee eſpiede 


treaſon, with Abiathirs, ad Tenby, atthe very1 | 
the march,which he drfredmighe be berweciehiend: 
ſhag the Shunamite. 


Verſe 4. Tale the drofſe frome the filuer, andrbereftulhn 


red apot for the crete 
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which is this » euen nk _ nl om 
ſyer,there remainer 
the finer to frame a good of: ſo-whenthe wicked is ta- 
ken away from the King, there will beequitie and iuftice, and 
Gd theote thereby ſhal} be eſtabliſhed: and herein firtt the '1 
wicked are compared to drofle,” as they ate allo in Z£7ch77 Excchnrg, 
drofſe hath no good mettall init, bur is v kind of _ 
er: T5 in ens goodto'bep found; bur 
worldlinefle, &c, And hypocrifie at the beſt is likezs' d 
© which is —_ w exe REL orgen) foie 
ines ſocuer be ra tt or he 
3 pmnet goon ſocuer be ces 
will not ſeruefor riorbe comjerte into coyne-or ofna- 
mens :neithet will they -dee-fitted fore ahh 


any holy (eruices, Secondly,the is comperedto a fmer; 
forthati belongerh to = to a away wicked erſons, 
and redrefſe thin . And thirdly,che he kingden 
ragtirpy rareſt eade " Now wok _ 
© more pereicularly carion in 
cond verſe, take ey; Fe; Hee Fo proegs- ' liberry 
to ſubjects. their pleefure,to baitth Ticentious and difiblute 
men:forthat dver@illincfierablepreſuagprion bor iris a di- 
CON warns bike pany gens ons mine 
oughtngtpermitwi men to-conterſe Or 
to have countenance from thei, Dawiddſeers ſorvrowed be- 
fore he came to the crowne;phar he would ſurely abanderiull 
inpiousperſons, when theſword thazild de purines his hand, 
faymg, wn; 2 Fowe-Chearfh t ” wan Raya 101.4 
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rarer "he reaon tom th comma, +000 
ſhallbe ement: as if he ſhould heve ſaid Hee 


Og beri wif were 
itie hoon iuſtice would _— his throne, would 
ent,and kingdome,which c 
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Verſ.6. Pat not forth rby Tae before the Kin, nfaill 
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ſhewof any braverie,or a bee tbe Ng ns Fen 


wor in x7 4 of great men, intrud 6: 
-reomes whereunto thou art gar-uo er groan | 
greater account, The reaſon from che compari of. 
—— : fort ic better ec. it is amore b 
-_ —_— thing, that when thou ſeaceſt thy ſelſeins 
hats be to an higher, then char when thou 
Npncdl dy Ge mon man of better degree 
i goes giue place vato (OR hou "= 
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expulſed from him, andhi 
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end ith 


Perſe 8. Pxovzns, 
Jeth ys to take heed of contention, which yice bringerh ſhame 
25 well as the other, goe not forth haftily.ro ſtrife, if thou bee 
yniuſtly purſued, maintaine thy cauſe as well as thou canſt, ſo 
that it be in equitie,and after a dye manner ;. bur bee thou nor 
forward in moleſting of others,goe not forth as afſailants,and 
challengers,as champions vſe to doe, For fromchem is the fi- 
militude raken as it leemeth: if thoy muſt needs be apartic in 
ſuite,be the defendant,rather then haftily to contend : forit is 

eat wiſedome ( if it be poſſible) ro be atpeace with all men, 
and to follow after peace by all meanes; whichif wee cannot 
obtaine,ler vs obſerue theſe rules in ail our controverſies: firſt, 
that the iuſtice and equitie of. our cauſe appeare vnto ys, Se- 
condly,that the mattes for which we contend bee of momenr, 
and ſuch as with good warrant from God we may ſafely deale 
in, Thirdly,cthat wee firſt offer condition of peace and agree- 
ment to the partie whom ve are compelled to contend with, 
2 by mouing him to compremit the matter,and refer it indif- 
ferent arbirrators, Fourthly,that we onermatch not our ſclues 
with aduerſaries too ſtrong for vs,or willingly bring the mat- 
ter before corrupt and ynequall Tudges,(See chap. 17, 14.in 
thedoQrine)leſt thou thereby be brought to fuch extremity, 
that thou know not what to dee, againlt thine aduerſarie, orin 
thine owne defence : and this hee ſpeaketh, not onely becauſe 
raſhneſſe cauſeth men to ruſh into things malewhll, but de= 
priveth chem (as it were) for a time of all their ſenſes, inthe 
end thereof, when the matter hath been heard, and the cauſe 
ſentenced, when thine neighboxr hath put thee to ſhame, when 
thine aducrſaric,or the partie whom thou haſt iniuriouſly mo+ 
leſted, hath given thee the foile and overthrow, and hath ob- 
tained ofthe Iudge that it bee done to thee as thou thoughteſt 
to haue done to bam, and ſoeither put thee to pay the ſame 
charges which hee ſhould haue borne, or ſuffer the ſamepu- 
niſment which he ſhould haue ſuſtained, 


Verl. 9, Debate-thy cauſe with. thy neighbour, aud reneals 
"thy ſecret to another, | 


419 


Verſ. 10, 
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Verſ.10. Left he that beareth it put thee to ſham, 


infamie twrne not away. 


Ebate thy cauſe with thize neighboxr,) Diſpute | 
louingl! er. thy brother ws; thy frets roty. re 
thee,goe tell him betweene bim and thee alone : and renealenn 
the Sow of another as for the rr and priuie offence com. 
mitted by him, which is onely knowne yntothy ſelfe, declare 
p not ynto any, if thine owne admonition may preuaile with 
im. 

Left he that beare thee put thee to ſhame, | Leftin ſteadof 
credit which thou ſeckeft after, thou procure vnto thy ſelf dif. 
credit from him ynto whom thourelleſtthe tale, whopercei. 
uing thee to blaze abroadrheinfirmitie of thy friend, willre. 
pute thee a back-biter,or tale-bearer : and thine infamie turn 
wot away, left the leaud opinion that is had of thee, andrhat re. 
port that is giuen our of thy vncharitable dealing eontinue 
longer then thou diddeft v__ and the blor and ſhame 
thereof beperpetuall. Sothat they which lay open the ſecrers 
of their friends, commonly bring moſt and longeſt diſgrace 
ypon themſclues. For thereby they diſcouer their owne m- 
lice and vnfaithfulnefſe, which is a more enormous vice, then 
their neighbours frailty : they breake the rule of our Sauiour, 
which would have vs by loueand merciſull dealing to cure 
and hide our brethrens faults; they breake the noble and an- 
cient rule ofequitie, Phatſoener you would that men ſhould dee 
to you,the ſame dee you to thems + and likewiſe that of the Apo- 
file grounded vpon the ſame foundation, pur rhems in wind ts 
10 ſpeake emill of no man,for we onr ſelnes were ſomrimes fooliſn, 
diſobedient, oc. | 


. Verſe 11. Aword fitly ſpoken, « likz apples of gold inpittmu 


of filuer. 


Ven as filuer piQtares ſer out, or beantified with golden,or 
guilded apples, grapes, pomegranets, or other a. 
oWers, 
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owers,are pleaſing and delightfull roche eye, both for varie. 
» of rich — and diucriitie of artificiall formes: So « 
word, ſentence,or ſpeech containing true,waightie, & whole- 
ſome matter,and yttered in comely and decent manner, is ve- 
ry wiſc and acceptable to a iudicious eare, Such an ornament 
itis, 30d honour for a man to order his tongue aright, when 
thecruch in a matter of importance is garniſhed with wiſe 
and diſcreete handling, all due circumttances (of perſons, 
time,and place, vehemence or ſoftnes, prolixitic oc briefnes, 


and eucry other of like nature) concurring. 


Verſ.12. os an eare-ring of gold, and av ornament of fine 
gold: ſos a wiſe reproner to an abedient eare. | 


He ſenſe is, thatthe wiſe reprouer, or ivfiructer,vvho lo- 
uingly,and ſeaſonably tellctha-man of his fault, or dutie, 
more bedehiciall co the care, and conſequently to the heart 
and whole man of him, which is attentive to hearken,and o- 
bedient to performe,then ifhee ſhould grace hiseare with an 
eace-ring,or beſtow arich Tewellypon chem: eas. 5-9 | 
Gods ſpirit which hee is vſed as an infirument to.conferce, is 
lacre more precious then all gold or Jemmes :and. che inwasd 
niſhing is iacomparably more glorious then outward dec- 
ing, Sothat' g mens counſell is of no {mall valew and 
_ to gr Ifour et aa nao, WOmen 
amaria with cloath of gold;and r as many 
lewels and precious flones, he had not ſo richlyadorned her, 
nor brought her to that honour,as he did by that graciavs and 
well tempered conference : For what can more commenda 
man,or make him ſhine ſo brighr,as thar _—_ —__ re- 
move away the raggev of his corruption,and im to 
repentance, that he may bee clad wuh —_—_ ? by this 
heis made acceptable to God,and godly Chriſtians : and free 
from the danger of reproch,wbich can come from therongue 
of any wicked deprauer.. 


Vesſ.13.- 


432 PrROVERDL. Cong, 


Verſ.13. «As the coldof ſnow tn the time of ſemmer: fs y's 
faithfull meſſenger to bins that ſendeth him. ; 


He inhabitants of thoſe hot countries, vſcd to cooletheir 
drinke in ſommer with cold ſnow water, which 
thered in winter,and reſerued till that ſeaſon, Let it not ſeeme 
ſtrange though here mention made of ſnow ip harueft,which 
Af it would fall on the ground, would be vnſcaſonable,& hur- 
full thereunto, as wee ſhall ſce in the beginning of the nex 
chapter : but the water thereof which is moſt cold, put into 
drinke,to coole the fame,doth much refreſh them that labour 
hotly in Harueſt worke :or otherwiſeare oppreſſed,and made 
faint with extremitic of heate : as may appeare inthe 25,verſe 
ef this chapter. Now vnto ſnow water reſerued, and & 
plied, is a ſpeedie and truſtic meflenger here ficly reſembled; 
for by his good newes hee greatly reuiueth the gage 
languiſhing mindes of thoſe who ſent him about thei 
nefle, who during the time of his abſence, through feare and 
doubt were almoſt halfe dead. For they which vie 


ood 
m their mefſages,or other affaires,doe commonly fade good 
ſuccefle thercin : as did eAbrabaw, and Corneling : and when 
:Daxidheard that Abimaas was comming towards him, bee 
concluded becauſe he was a good man, he would ſurely bring 
=_m ridings :ſuch will nor faile co be cruftic, and diligent: 
t 7 will manage their affaires with wiſdome, and diſcr 
and Gods Angels and —_ doe accompanie them, 


their ations, to make them fortunate and proſperous, bet 


chap.13.verſ.17. 
Verſ.14. Who ſo boafteth bimſelfe of a falſe gift is as clens, 


and raine without water, 


Loudes and winde in drought, when ground chopsand 
hawnes for want of moiſture,and grafſe,and corne, and 
the fruites of theearth begin to wither, toe put the hecbeet 
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man in great hope that the weather wil alter,and tore of raine 
will fall ſhortly ; which if ic come not to paſſe, buctheir expe- 
Ration be deceiued, doth adde ynto their griefe through the 
defeatment of their hope; and ſo difſemblers, and ſuch as make 
ſhew of great liberalitie, are much depended vpon for atime, 
and great confidence is repoſed on them: bur when they feed 
men with bare words and pretences,and neither performe a- 
ny good, nor meane it, they double the ſorrowes of thoſe nee- 
die people who waited for their helpe,and had rather been 
without their promiſes, then to bee nothing the berter for 
them : for miſerie is made the more miſerable, when a man is 
gulled and illuded by deceivers. 


Verſe 15. By long forbearance us a Prince perſwaded, and 4 
ſoft tongge breaketh the bones. 


So perſonages are for the moſi ou more vehemently 
incenſed when they are angrie, then meaner men: be- 
cauſe their mindes are greater,and take it for an indignitienot 
to be ſatisfied in their wils: yet by modeſtie,and meekenes, by 
_ flence, and forbearance & 4 Prince pacified : great 
ulers are appeaſed when they ſee they are not incountred:; 
when not indutifull replie is made vnto them : when there is 
no dogged countenance, nor muttering language againſt 
them, and 4 ſoft rovgwue, milde and lowly words vitered with 
the tongue, breaketh che bones, ouercommeth tour and hard 
mindes, which otherwiſe would not yeeld, and afſwageth the 
_ rage and anger,which otherwiſe cannot be extingui- 
ed, that is attributed to the minde which properly belong- 
eth tothe body,the ſtrength ofthe creatures much confitting 
in the greatnes of the bones, It was ſaid of /ſatar, that hee Gen.29.145 
thould be « ſtrong aſſe, or an aſſe of bone. It islike ynto an oyle 
Which will not onely ſupple the fleſh, and outward parts of 
the man, bur ſoke eyen ynto the very bones, and have an ope- 
ration therein, See the doArine of the firſt yerſe of the 15. 


FF Verſ.16, 
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Verſ.16, Haſft thou found bony, eate ſo much acc ſi "I 


for thee,le/} thou be filled therewith,and vomit it, 


Aſt rhou obtained any thing that is pleaſant and de. 

lightfull, moderate thy ſelte in the vic of it, eare ſomnch 
as ts ſufficient for thee, but no mor*,left thow be filled therewith, 
ſated with eating ouermuch, and vomit it,annoying thy fig. 
macke, and ſhaming thy ſelfe with the rauenoulſnes of thing 
vnbridled appetite. A meaſure therefore is to bee keptinall 
thjags, cuen in thoſe things which are molt pleaſant :for ex. 
ceſſe will make the beſt things bitter and vnſauourie : For 
whar is ſweeter then hony if it be moderatly taken? yetif any 
cate too much thereot it cauſeth loathing,and cafling ;andſo 
will all delights of the world which are abuſed abouc meas 
ſure,they will bring paine and ſorrow after them: too much 
of cuery earthly thing is hurtfull, as of meate and drinke, of 
gold, filuer, and money ; of garments and apparell, of ples 
{ures and delights ; Chap.21.17. 


Verſe 17. Withdraw thy foote from thine neighbour: houſe, 
leſt he be wearie of thee,and ſo hate thee, 


His ſeemethto be a perticular application ofthe former 

precept, that as hee would nor have men to gluttheas 
ſclues in other delights which our natures doe affect :ſo,hee 
would not haue vs to exceed in preſſing too hard vpon, or 0- 
uerlaying a kinde friend : For though his cable or houſe bee in 
ſweetnes like home, yet ifa man will haunt it without all me 
ſure,or modeſtie,he will make his deareſt friend ro whom hee 
was wont to be moſt welcome, to grow wearie in time of ſuch 
a daily gueſt: therefore ſaith hee,withdraW thy foote,or as the 
word is, make it precious at thine neighbours houſe, Chri- 
ſtians muſt learne not to bee burthenous one to another. It 
ſtanderh not with the ingenuous heart of a-good wan ſoto 
doe: it is not agreeable to loue and charitic: it proceedeth 


not from prudence and wiſedome : it depriueth ys of much of 
"1 | ou 


W | veſt 18.19. 
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our libertic and honour :it is a thing to be more glorious to 
bee ſerviceable to our brethren, as Chriſt was, then to bee 


chargeableco them, 


Verſe 18, e 1 man that beareth falſe witneſſe againſt his 
neighbonr ,1s 4 manle,and a ſword,and a ſharpe arrow, 


Man that beareth falſe witneſſe| Which either doth lay 
Attins to his charge as an accuſer, or yndertaketh to iu- 
fie other mens falſe complaints by his tcfiimonie, or raiſech 
yp,and diſperſeth ſlanderous reports, ag4inft his neighbour, a- 
gainſt any man whereby his life, or limmes, or his ſtate,or fa- 
milie,or credit might be indangered, dealeth as if hee ſhould 
firike his neighbour with a maule, and ſo knocke him on the 
head : or run at him with a ſword, and let out his bowels,or 
ſhoote a ſharpe arrow at him which will pierce deeply, and 
firike him at the heart : to all theſe three inſtruments of death 
$a malicious tongue firly compared : For that many times ir 
doth as much miſchicfe as any of themall, becauſe the name 
of a good man is as deare ynto him, as the beſt member of his 
bodie: & life ir ſclfe is often deſtroyed by the virulent rongues 
of malicious accuſers, If Naboths enemies had knockt out 
his braines with a club; or runne him thorow with a ſword; 
orſhot a quiuer full of arrowes at him, could they poſſibly 
haveequallized that crueltie of rnxaducing him to be a traitor 
againſt the King,and a blaſphemer of God, to the deſtruction 
of his life, ruine of his houſe, and perpetuall reproch of his 
name, if the Lord by a marucilous fauour to him, and juſtice 


apain(t his aduerſaries, had not miraculouſly cleered him. See 1.Kingad- 19 


chap.r2.18, | 


Verſe 19, Confidence in an vnfaithfull man is as a broken 
loth,and a band ot of ioynt. 


( r3 png Truft, and affiance repoſed in an vnfaithfull 
Lmer,in difſembler, who meanerh norhing lefſe,then che 


Findnefſe whiek hee makerh ſhew of, is ar 4 broken tooth. that 


Ff 2 faileth 


Job.6, 19, 


1,Tim.4.16, 


426 Proven. Chaps, 
faileth andpaineth him, that goeth about to chew his meate 
therewith, and a foote ont of 1oynt, which tormenteth, and dif- 
ſfappointeth him that ſerteth ir on the ground to go: neither 
can 1he broken tooth, or foote ont of ioynt doe their office; but 
are vnprofitable, and painfull, A deceitfall friend thenturneth 
to the hurt of him that dependeth ypon him: by diſfappoin. 
tivg him of his expeQation, as /ob complaineth of his friends, 
that they deceiued him like a brooke, which is full of waterin 
wintcr, when enough is to be had euery where elſe : butas a 
drie pit in ſommer ytterly tailing the paſſengers that comein 
hope to quench their thirſt thereat, 

And Dazid complaineth of his. acquaintance that they 
ſtood farre off from him. And itwas no ſmall griefe to Pay! 
when he had moſt need ofhelpeto be fo; ſaken of all, and al- 
fiſted of none: and this is commonly done with ſome calum- 
niation, or ynder colour or pretext of ſome deſert of hiszas 
that he was worthie to be left to himſelfe : and at laſt ſuch a 


friend turneth to be a moſt malitious and bitter aduerſatie:as 
Daxid tound eAchitophel to be. 


Verſ.20. eAs bee that putteth on 4 gonns is cold weather, 


and powreth vineger vponnitre: ſo us he that ſingeth ſongs toa 
beaxie heart, 


TD purpoſe of this is,to demonſtrate the ſweete conſols- 
tion and refreſhing,which a wiſe and faithfull comforter 
doth miniſter to a penſiue and afflited mind,and that by three 
compariſons:the firſt is warme cloathes in cold weather,whert- 
of cuery man by his owne experience, ſenſe,and feeling,doth 
know thedelight and commoditie : the ſecond is the powring 
of vineger vpon nitre, which(as writers ſay) is a matter or ſub- 
ance much like ynto falr, bur is not falt, with holes likes 
ſponge: it is to bee found in Judea, Egypt, and thoſe pants, 
made hard by the Sunne, which is quickly diflolued and wa- 
ſed by vineger,though by heate compaRed rogether ir hath 
the hardnes of a very tone : and as much doe the conſolatorit 
comforts of a loving and godly friend mitigate and conſort 


" Verſen1.22- 
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the ſerled griefe of the heart. Thethird is muſike, or melodie, 
ix is alle the Snging of ſouge, chearing the heart in ſorrow 
and heauineſle, as a pleaſant harmonie, or well tuned dittie, 


ſung with a ſweete yoyce,affecth the eare, 


Verſ, 21. 1fthine enemie hunger, giue him bread to eate: if 
be thirſt, gine him water to drinke, 

Verſ. 22, For thou ſhalt heape coales of fire vpon his head,and 
the Lord ſhall reward thee. 


TT holy Ghoſt in this place(as he doth expound himſelfe 
inthe new Teftamenr, doth giue a precept for Chriſtian 
charity to our aduerfaries which hate vs,that we ſhould ouer- Rom.1 2.10, 
come their malice with beneficence and well doing : and-to 
this purpoſe preſcribeth a dutie in the former verſe, teaching 
vs how to deale with him ; and ſoliciterh vs thereunto by for- 
cible arguments in the latter, The durie is, that in caſe owr exe- 
mie hunger ,we ſhould feede him,erc.if hee be in any want,ac- 
cording to our abilitic and opportunitie we muſt minifter vn- 
to him,denying him no helpe or couteſie at his neede : there- 
fore the law requireth the ſame, inſtancing in other offices of 
loue and humanitie ; as, /fthow meete thine enemies 0xe, or his 
aſe going aftray,thow ſhalt ſurely bring it backe to him againe : : 
| = eejt the aſſe of hims S nr . ſ lying vnder bi bur ——— 
then,and wonldeſt thou forbeare to belpe him ? thou ſhalt ſurely 
belpe him, 

The arguments are two : thefirſt fromthe end: the ſecond 
from the effeR. The endis that we may reconcile himtovs, if 
tbe poſſible; and winne his loue, by powring coales of fire on 
bu head, by heaping vp many bene mar: : For it ſee- 
meth to be a compariſon taken from founders, or caſters of 
mertall, who by adding too much fuell; and making a great 
fire, will make the hardeſt iron and fieele at the laft tomelt, 
and become liquid: and ifthere be any metrall of ingenuiety 
bas eu in ſuch foes: if they be not wholly: made of -- >: 

they will be pacified,and will not after ſo. many & | aw 
goodrurnes continue implacable. Eucnthat waiward 
L -- By whoſe 


Luke 6.35. 


4:8 

whoſe heart was very much obdurate with hatred, enuie, an 
malice againſt Dewid, was for the time mollified, —— ſaw 
that he ſpared his life. 

Hauing ſuch an aduantage to ſlay him,and onely cut off 4 
piece of his coate, when he might with as much eaſc haue cur 
off his head : this kindnefſe of Dawids did ſo affeR Saxl, and 
wrought vpon him,that hee called him his ſonne now,whom 
beforc he proclaimed atraytor,and prayed to the Lordtore- 
compence vnto him the goodnefſe which he had ſhewen ye» 
to him, whereas formerly hee defircd nothing but his ruine 
and deſtruction, All —_ meanes therefore are to be vſed, to 
make our enemies to - better minded toward vs, whatſoever 
the ſucceſle be : let our fire of goodnefle be as great as wecan 
make it: for that we know not what they may proue, whether 
leade,or tinne,or brafſe, or filuer,or gold, 8&c. vnto this we are 
perſwaded by the Prophet, ſaying, Secke peace,and follow after 
5,purſuc it with patience, long ſufferance, forbearance, with 
paires,charges,and all teſtimonies of our defire of their good 
will,and care of their welfare, For now notwithſtanding va- 
riance continue betweene vs, yet wee ſhall be freed fromthe 
burthen and blame thereof,betore God,men,and Angels,and 
in our own conſciences, & theirs alſo : and this is an excellent 
armour of defence,and we may be afſured of proteQion and 
ſaferie ; their malitious and miſchieuous praCtiſes, The 
effeR of this louing behauiour coward our enemie, isthe re- 
ward to be expeRted from God, the Lord ſhallreward thee, we 
ſhall bee no loſers, although our enemies remaine obſtinate, 
and not able to requite vs: if froward men will not reſpes 
the mercie or courteſie that hath been ſhewed to them, the 
faithfull God will reward the obedience that hath been yeel- 
ded to him : for the more remiſſe, or inſufficient men be tore- 
quite any good ſeruices,the morepreſt and ready the Almigh- 
tie will be ro recompence them for it : we haue good ſecuritie 
forthis,the Lord Ieſus hath giuen his word for it : Lowe (faith 
he) your enemies ; doe good, hoping for noth againe and your 
reward ſhall be great, andye ſhall be the children of the bighef: 
for be i kinde to the vuthankgfull and ewill, Verſ 
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Verſ.23. A thenorth wind drineth away raine, ſo doth au an« 
£17 CONnrenAnce & backbiting tongue, 


$ the north wind, Often,and for the moſt part driveth 4- 
w4) r4ine : the Hebrew word ſaith, grieueth, yexeth, or Techolel, 

moleſteth raine: for we ſo finde it inthe 26. chapter, verſ, 10, formed of 
the great man moleſterh all: ic is a catachrefticall and impro- ©%%- 
per ſpeech : for griefe befalleth not ynſenſible creatures, yet 
there may be a Metaphor init: for thatmen will ſhunnethe 
place ws companie wherein they are gricued and vexed, The 
truth ofthis Proteſis, or former part of the ſimilitude wee ſee 
verified by experience, For it is comonly fair weather,though 
cold, when the wind fitteth in the north: norwithtanRanding 
that there was a north-weſt wind,whichby reaſon of the fitu- 
ati6 ofthe Mediterranean ſea ingendred raine,& gathered the 
clouds together, ſo doth an angry countenance, the {landerous 
tongue,in like maner a frowning look, which argueth diſlike, 
and diſcontentment,andis a ſigne of angergfilenceth, and cx+ 

lleth him that with his tongue is giuen to ſlander, and back- 

ite others. For the beſt way to beerid of tale-bearers, and 
all other ſinfull men, is, to diſcountenance them : for this will EpheC.g.r: 
diſconrage them from comming to ys ar all, when they ſhall 
ſee themſelues no better welcome: or if they ſhould come, 
they would not be in haſt to open their packes of newes, when 
they perceiue their reporrs to be no better regarded: and ler 
them ſpeake whar they will, and what they can, yer wee ſhall 
not be annoyed with the infeRion therof, ſo lopg as we giue 
ſo little countenance to their backbiting, 


Verſ.24.1t is better to dwell in the corner of an houſe top,then 
with a contentions woman in a wide houſe. Sec chap. 21. 9.&c. 
19.13, 

25. As cold waters to awearie ſoule, ſo ts goodnewes from 4 


farre conntrie, 


| S coldwaters,] When they are drunke, eſpecially inthe 
eateof ſommer in thoſe hot countries, ar 
Ff 4 
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freſh and comfort 4 weerie ſouls, the perſon wearied withla- | 
bour andrtrauell,and by that meanes alſo waxen drie andthir- che 


tie, ſo i good newer, touching his owne eſtate, or friends, or bas « 
the Church of God, or the publike tate wherin he liueth, and 
4 farre countrey, and from neere alſo: bur principally whena cleat 
good meſſage commerh from places remote wa furtheſt di- Watt 
fiant,it is the more acceptable and welcome, becauſe mencan- tage 
not heare from them euery day,or often, which cauſeth more Goc 
doubt and feare, touching the eſtate of matters there: and four 
theretore good newes from thence is alſo the more grateful, leq. 
becauie it hath been long and earneſtly looked for, anddeh- ble« 
red: fos whatſoeuer the heart doth much defire, the earewill whe 
at any time moſt gladly heare of: if /acobs ſonnes had brought plet 
him home as many pieces of gold, as they did graines ofcorne, thei 


they could not haue rejoyced his ſpirit ſo much as they didby 
aſſuring him that /oſeph was aliue in Egypt, 


Verſ. 26. eA righteous man falling downe before the wicked, 


4% 454 troubled fountaine and corrupted ſpring. 


A —_ man falling downe before the wickea, |Either 
conſenting with him in any finne, or through cowar- 
dize and feare defifting from any good and neceſlarie durie,or 
doing any thing in his preſence, or which may come tohis 
knowledge, that is ſcandalous or offenſiue : ( for all thiss 
meant by falling ) i as 4 troubled fountaine, is diſgraced, and 
defaced,as the cleernes & ſweernes of the welis by graueland 
other ſuch things when they are ſtirred vp : for every mans na- 
rurall corruptions be as mire in the bottome of a good well; 
and wicked mens ſeducements to*cuill, or inſultations ouer 
them for their faulrs,are as beaſts feet trampling in good webs, 
or a corrupted ſpring, whereinto filth, carrion, or poyſonis 

ro infetthe ſame : for a godly man ſwaruing and erring from 
the right way is very F. _ competigpns. fy hur by his 
erroneous ſpeeches, when he yadertaketh to mainraine aner- 
rour: his e les,and aRjons in that which is not warrap 
ble by the word of God, and a good: conſcience, ſway 
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much with othersto be of his iudgement and praQtiſe.| When 
the ſubtill lewes bad drawne'Perer into diſlimulation, Barws- 
bas quickly follawed,and then many others one after another: 


and if Paw! had not ſpeedily addrefled himſelfe ro helpers Gala 


cleanſe the fountaine, there would haue been much muddie 
water drunkenin Antioch, Wherefore it is a great diſadaan- 
tagefor godly mento diſcover their infirmities in the eyes of 
Gods enemies, What a blemiſh was it for eAbrahawrto bee 
found equiuocating and diſſembling in a matter of ſuch con. 
ſequence, of that Heatheniſh Pharaoh ? what an yncomforta- 
ble caſe was it for Samſon tobetaken of the Philiſtims in an 
whore-houſe ? if it be wiſhed that rhe affliftions of Gods peo. 
ple ſhould not be heard of in Gath, it is to bee lamentedthar 
their finnes ſhould be fſeene there, 


Verſe 27. ef it 1s net good to eate much boney ; ſo for men 
to ſearch their owne glory u no glory. 


A* it 1; uot good to eate much honey, | Though honey mo- 
derately taken be wholeſome food co beecaten, yer to 
eate too much is not good, leſt thou ſurfeir through the ex- 
ceſſe thercof,and be driucn to yomit thereby .See the 16.verſe 
ofthis chapter. | 

Ss for men to ſearch their ownt glory,| To ſecke praiſe, glo- 
rycommendation;and prefermentto themſelucs,:s wor glory, 
$rotproficable aor honorable;but rather baſe and contemp- 
tidle; yea a diſhoneſt and wicked thing x to enioy any of theſe 
ypon due caule,is ateſtimonie of Gods fauour, anda blefling 
ypon well doing ; but Rudioufly to affeRt them, and ambiti- 
ouſly to hunt fer them, is a note of pride, and apparant teſti- 
monie of vaine- glory ; and the more men labour tor them,the 
more ynworthie they are of them. None of the trees.ſo gree- 
angel after ſoueraigntie, and to bee Prince among the 
reſt,as did the Bramble : humble mendeſire rather to doe chat 
which may deſerue praiſe,then to bee magnified and praiſed: 
undheretore as ſelfe-liking, and deſire ofeftimation __ 

c 


+ 


0; 
1.13.13. 
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deth, ſo that vertue oftrue humility is wanti and 
alſois wanting : as our Saujour faith ; Frans. ev 


ſecke hononr one of another ,and ſcoke not the hononr that can. 
meth of God. 


Verſ. 28. He that hath no rule oner his o\vne ſpirit, is @ as. 
ty broken dewne,aud without walls. 


HE that is not able to gouernehis mind, andto keepeyn. 
der his affeRions, bucletteth the bridle looſe thereunto, 
is 4s 4 City broken downe, and Without wales, being notableto 
refilt any aflaulr, but liech open to the ſpoyle, the enemie may 
come in athis pleaſure,ſacke it, and burne it,and put allthein. 
habitants to ; (word: in ſuchaneſtate are they which are 
ruled by their lufts and pafſions, being nor fenced with the 
wall of the feare of God : they are expoſed to the tentations of 
Satan,and to the fraud and illuſions of wicked men: they are 
not able to withſtand any wicked motion of their owne finfull 
hearts,or the rage of their ynrulie tongues; they aretakencap- 
tives and become bondflaues ro euery noyſome and damnz. 


ble vice, whereunto the procliuitie of their fleſhly nature car- 
rieth them : whether it be to railing, or quarrelling, or inconti- 
nencie,or couctouſneſſe,or fraudulent dealing, or lying : eue- 
ry vile affeion and luſt, wilt carrie him headlong with vio- 
lence into all miſchiefe and miſery: as wild and fierce horſe 
wanting guidance, oftentimes runne away winh a coach, 


che danger of all their lives that fitin ir. 
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Verſ. 1. As the ſnow in ſommer,and raine in harneſt are not 
wirte, ſo honours 1s not comely for a foole, 


S ſnow in ſommer ,andraine in hareſ?,) As ſnow 
and raine doenot agreeto thoſe ſeaſons, nei- 
ther did cither ofthem yſe to fal at thoſe times 

& in thoſe countries : for it was a miracle to haue 

SET rainc in wheat haueſt : ſo honour is wnſcemel 

or 4 foole, ſo are titles, praiſes, and promotions vnfit for wic- 

kedperſons,becauſechey ſhould be the rewards of wiſedome, 
and yertuc, Snow is not agreeable ro ſommer, ſeeing through 

the extreme coldnefſe thereof it hindreth the ripening of t 

corne; likewiſe raine is not welcome in harueſt, foras much 

asthrough the moyfineſle thereof, it hindreth the inning of 
the fruites ofthe earth: in like manner, howowr i not meet for 

#foole, in thisreſpeR, that hee is ynworthie of it, reprochand 

_ is more proper and due vnto him : and inthis re- 
peR, becauſe he is vncapable ofir : all the preferments inthe 

world cannot make a finfull perſon truly honourable,no more 

then a gold ring ina ſwines fan can make her gorgious and 
deautifull: they doe na more adorne himin wiſe mens eyes, 
then a tall mans apparell doth become alittle boy : andin this 
reſpec, becauſe they are hurtfull ynto him, making him proud 
and high minded, and' breeding 2 dangerous timpanie in his 
heart, & publiſhing to the world his follic & vilenes,as being 
thereby ſet on an high Rage that all his misbehaviour may be 

zedat,and looked ypon by every man: andlaftly inthisre- 

eQ,that his honour conferred vpon him, and heethus lifted 
yp with honour,or rather the picture of ir, is made cious 

and noyſome ynto others, by his inſolencie and , 

#nd manifold abuſts of his authoritie, 


Verl. 2s 


ISam1l,.t7, 


Job 5.21. 
Mat.5.11. 


Terax 5.10. 


yet 
relleth Aarie that our Lord Tefus Chriſt thould bee « fignets 
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Verſ.2. As the bird b fiyin aud the ſwallow F 
por ſorter 


S the bird by fying, | As the ſetting of lime-rwig or 
ſnares,the throwing of tones, the ſhooting of arrowes 

or other ſhort, ſeldome hurt the ſwallowes, or other birds tha 
are on wing, orin their flight: butall ſuchattempes are fru- 
fratc,and take none effect : {o the imprecations and maledi. 
Qions, the accuſations and complaints, theſlanderous repons 
and bruites which are direRed againſt harmelcſle men, and 
without deſert, ſhall not come,ſhal take no placero hurt them, 
Men fet nets, and prepare grins, and vſe other deuicesagginſt 
the poore fowles who haue not wronged the; but very often 
they loſe their time & labour:for the birds haue no harme,but 
ſaue themſclues, and eſcape away by flying, and fly away 
faſt, asthe bird-catchers cunning cannot ouertake them:in 
like-manner it cometh to paſſe, that mouthes that arefullof 
curſes, obloquies, ftriving to hurt their bertters without cauſe, 
are defeated of their expeRation and deſires : for the goodnes 
of God which is very ſuccourable,ſerueth for feet and wings 
to his ſeruanes that are wrongfully traduced, which will never 
permit an euill rongue to hurt an innocent and righteous 
man : For Godis as prouident for the name of his people, as 
as heis for their life and eftate; and dothas well ward offthe 
pernicious words of foule mouthes, as hee doth the cruel 
Rrokes of violent hands, Eliphaz promiſed to /eb, andallo» 
ther godly men, ſafety fromethis danger, ſaying; Tho ſhalt bet 
hid from the ſcourge of the tongue ; neither ſualt thoy bee fra 
of deftruition when it commeth. Our Saviour pronounced his 
Diſciples blefſed, and willed them to reioyce,when men ſpeal 
all manner of exill ag ainſt him far his name ſakg falſly. Jeremiab 
faid, Thowgh hee neither lent on vſurie,uor borrowed on v/uri, 
enery man cnrſedhin : yet what was he the worſe ? Simees 


be ſpoken againit,but what was hethe worle2/ezabel inueigh- 
cd bitterly again Eljah, threatning bim, and that with an 


oath, 
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oath, that hee ſhould not live three daies to an end: but whae 
was he the worſe ? yet deſerued cirles and threatnings ypon 
due cauſeare perillous and powerfull, and worke many times 
the bane and ruine of themthat are ſmitten with them, when 


God in his diſpleaſure faith Amen vnto them : the two Cap- Deur.15.9, 


raines with cheir fifties that were ſent to-take Elyab, had this 
verified ypon them,to their woe : and ſohad the boyes which 
mocked Elj/ha; and many others ia the ſcriptures, 


Verſ. 3. A whip for the horſe,a bridle for the aſſe, and a rod 
for the fooles backe, 


Afi? for the horſe,] To incite him, and make him ranne 
ſwiftly forward in the battell : for the ſpeciall, and al- 
moſt onely yſe of horſes in thoſe parts, and at thole times ( for 
ought we reade) was for warre : andin ſtead of ſpurres which 
areamonglt vs,they carried a whip in their hands: according 
2 horſes imployed in-our countries for plough, and-cart , 
andſuchlike ſeruices, will not draw laboriouſly enough, yn= 
leſſe they bee remembred now and then with ſmarting laſhes x 
abridle for the aſſe, to rule and direQhimin his way: for thoſe 
they vſed in iourneyes to trauell with: this fimple creature: 
when he carrieth a man on his backe , would goe our of the 
right way very often, vnleſſe hee were by him guided and or- 
dered by a bit: aud 4rod for the fooles backe, thatis, chaſtiſe= 
ments and correRions appertaine to wicked and witleſle 
fooles, and that for two cauſes; the oneto ſtirre him vp, if it 
be poſſible, and prouoke him to goodnefſle; the other to re- 
ſiraine him as much as may be, and deraine him from fin : for 
the bruit beaſts are not harder to bee gouerned, then wilfull, 


and ynteachable men are. Vaine man ( faith Zopbar ) would bee Tob 11-12, 


wiſe,though man be borne likg awild aſſe colt, Maſters and Pa- 
rents fake this true in their families; and ſo doe Magiſtrates 
inthe Common-wealth,and Miniſters feele itin the Church, 
and God taketh ſpeciall notice ofit, 


 Vearſ.4s 


2.King.12.3.6, 


x, Per. 2.23. 
and 3.9, 
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Verſe 4. Anfwere wot a fools according to his fookſhues, tet 
thou be like bim. 


Nſwere not a foole in hu fooliſhneſſe,] Intalke, and ſpeech 
berweene thee and him,deale not with him accordineto 
his G6ofull yaine and manner : if he ſcofle, fall notthon toſcur. 
rility : if he raile,fallnot thou to reviling : ifhe rage, breakner 
thou into paſſion : after whatſoeuer manner hee diſordereth 
bis tongue, imitate him not, conforme not thy ſelfeto his 
vaine iavgling, left thou be like to him, left by tollowing hisex- 
ample, or incurring the opinion of folli-, thou corrypt thy 
heart,abuſe thy congue,or blemiſh thy eſtimation, as hee doth 
his: for great circumſpeCtion isto be vicd in dealing with rude 


men, for obſervation of time, and place , matter, manner, - 


and meaſure of ſpeaking. Hezekiah commanded that no an. 
ſwere ſhould bemadeto railing Rabſehah. Saint Peter would 
haue vs in this caſe to follow Chriſt his example, ho when he 
was reniled rewiled not againe : when hee ſuffered, hee threatned 
not, but committed it to him that indgeth vighteonſly, «And 
therefore admoniſheth vs not to render exill for enill, or railing 
for railing but contrariwiſe to bleſſe, 


Veil. 5. eAnſwere a foole according to his fooliſhneſſe.leſt be 


be wiſe in hug owne conceit, 


T ſ{cemeth to the firſt view that this ſentence is contrarie, 

and meerely contradictorie to the former, that being hecre 
commanded, which is there forbidden : but vpon furtherin- 
quirie, wee ſhall finde that they very well accord, without all 
manner of oppohition, if it bee obſerued that there are'two 
kinds of anſwering ; the one in follie,to faſhion ones ſelfe 3c- 
cording tothe fooles courſe; the other vnto follic, to let the 
foole know his abfurditie : 4»/were a feole according to his 
follie, either by reproning,or confining him, or ſhewing him 
the danger ofhis ſinne ; or affrighting his heart with the iudg- 
m&nes of God, /eit he be wiſe in his owne conceit, leſt by concei- 
wing 
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vingerror to be truth,he remaine ignorant : or fantaſying his 
ſpeech to be excallent;ho wax proud: or imagining bigneigh- 
hour not to be able to replie, he grow the more inlolent, Adi- 
;4iah would not anſwere the Prophets according to their 
fllie : but he did not let them paſſe without an anſwere,and 
ach as was for their perperuall reproch. Paw! would not an- 
wer Feftus according to hisfolly,when he ſaid hee was mad: 
but he ſoundly refuted him with his ſober and modeli fpee- 
ches. Abigail did not anſwer Nabal according to his fooliſh- 
nesin his drunken mood, whileſt he was raving againſt Da- 
vd - but ſhe made him ynderſiand on the morrow, what miſ- 
chiefe his ſollie had hike tro haue brought ypon himſelfe,and 
his familie ; which killed his heart, and firoke himas dead as a 


fone. 


Verſ{.6. He that ſendeth a meſſage by the hand of a foole,cut+ 
teth off the feete,and drinketh violence. 


H* that ſendeth a meſſage by the hand of a foole, | Which 
commitceth- anerrand, or any other bufineſſe to a foole, 
toone that wanteth wiſedome,and honeſtic : For by the hand 
of any,is an Hebrew phrafe commonly for parties implayed 
mmatters,is as vnwile in that behalfe, a: hes that cmtreth off 
the fete of the meſſenger whom he ſendeth : meaning chat he 
deth depriue himſeſfe of the meanes whereby his purpoſes 
ſhould be performed, Wiſedome,ro manage a mans affaites,is 
35 needfull as legges and feecte to carrie one vnto them : and 
therefore it is all one, in reſpeR of the ſucceſſe, to ſend a meſ- 
lengerchat hath no legges,or hauing ſome, to ſawthem off, 
and to imploy him thatis yoide of iudgement,diſcretion,and 
fathfulnes, 

And drinbeth violence) Procurethas much ſorrow,and dif- 
contentment co himſelfe, as if he were violently abuſed, and 
ſhould be compelled to drink nothing but that which is both 
vapleaſant,and yn-vho}ſome, offending his flomacke,and op- 
preifing of narure, See chap, 10126:intheDoFtrine., | 


Verl.7. 


1.King.20, 


AR.26.25, 


1.5am.25.37, 


” DEAE, 
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Verſ.7. eAs the lege of the lame are wot equal: ſoir aps. 


rable in a foolss month, 


Foole is fitly in this yerſe reſembled to a lame man! for 

euery foole haltech downe right in his ynderftanding,or 
behauiour, and the words alſo vitered by a fooles mouth are 
aptly comparcd to his legges, which are withered, and feeble, 
ynequall, and vncomely. For indeede all good ſpeeches doe 

limpein wicked mens mouthes : as appeareth chap.17,7 

| arenot ſutable to themſclues: they affirme that now, whic 
they will deny anone, and fo contrarie. There « no conſtancit 
in their monthes (faith the Prophet) for within they are ver) 
corruption : ſometimes they bleſſe : ſometimes they curſe: 
ſometimes prayers are in their lips, ſometimes oathes andim- 
precations,which S. /ames condemneth:ſometimes commen- 
ding religion, and good men : ſometimes railing at, and in- 
ueighing againſt both : ſometimes they haue the words and 
rexts of the Scriptme in their mourhes : ſometimes they belch 
thereout wanton, filthie, and ribaldrie ſpeeches. Andasthere 
isno harmonie;or good agreement in their ſpeeches : ſotheir 
moſt plauſible words, and thoſe whereby they make ſome 
ſemblance ofreligion, are groflely thwarted, and croſſed 
their ations : They profeſſe (faith S. Pan!) that they know G 
but by workss they denie bin, and are abominable and diſabt- 
dient, and to enery good works reprobate. And the Prophet 
Iſaiah teacheth that their hearts never keepe pace with their 
rongues,whileſt their tongues are talking of any thing which 
is good: alway when the one commeth one Way, the other 
gocthanother, 


Verſ.8, A: be that hideth a fone in 4 ſling : ſo is he that 


weth honour to a fools, - 


A S bee that bideth a fone in « _— engines whereout 


they were wont to ſhoote great! the barcering 
of walles or cities: as if hee ſhould ſay, Inlike manner #8 hee 
which 
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which doth bring ſhot for ordinance, which by the diſchar 
thereof, will doe much miſchicfe; or doth furniſh a brainſick, 
or madheaded fellow with weapons, doth indanger many, 
andis the cauſe of all che hurt that ſhall be done by that ſtone, 
bullet,or other mortall weapons,which he hath ſo ynaduiſed- 
ly delivered out of his owne hand,into the hand of ſuch a mad 
or malitious fellow : ſo doth he which gizeth bonoxr to 4 foole, 
thar promoterh to office ſuch as are worthleffe, and alroge= 
ther vaſic for the ſame, is after a ſort acceſſarie to al the harmes 
which they doe :For as their wils and purpoſes are corrupt, 
andnaughr,ſo hath he been a meanes to helpe them to power 
to accompliſh the ſame : this his at hath drawne his hand-co 
the defence of euill cauſes, to the receiving of bribes, tothe 
peruerting of juſtice : to the diſcountenancing of good, to 
the incouraging of the wicked, and to all the villanies which 
they ſhall commit, Sew! pur a ſtone into theſling, when hee 
putthat curriſh Doeg into office, and accordingly gaue coun» 
tenance vnto him: and ſo did «Aſbweroſb when hee aduanced 
Haman that curſcd Amalckite, 


Verſ.g. As a thorne going vp into the hand of a drwnkhard: ſo 


K4parable in a fooles mont 


; 5 wicked foole may very fitly be compared to a drun- 
kard : for as a drunkard for atime wanteth the vſc of rea- 
ſon; fois he commonly void of grace, and good diſcretion +4 
parable, or wiſe ſaying, in ſuch-a fooles mauth, may: alſo. be 
very well likened to. chorne going vp inte the hand of adrun- 
tard, hee both hurteth himſelfe therewith, or pricketh thoſe 
tha are about him : ſo doth this vaine and impious foole, the 
beſt ſentences which hee vrtercth : For when wicked men vic 
good words, rhey commonly tend to ſome miſchiefe : as did 


(aiphas by bis propbecyin wade to put Chriſt rodeath :Tok.1 1.49. 
ſo$. Peter accuſerth hey a. anc hypocrites of his time, for 3,Perz a6. 


wreſting Pauls Epiſtles to their owne deſtraltion. 
Gg |. . Veſao, 


Tudg 9.4. 
1.King,20., ©. 


Nehem.$.1 5. . 


Zeph.10.9. 
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Verſ.10. The great man moleſteth all, and bireththe wa 
and the made; 4 fook, 


I great man] Which hath power,and dignitie, and no 
goodnefſe,wolefteth all,oppreficth,and vexeth all hisyn. 
derlings,cauſing them to groane vnder the burthens which he 


| haieth vpon them: andto the ſame end,and the berterto bring 


his purpoſes to paſle,be birerh the foole, and the tranſgreſer, 
giueth entertainment, wages, countenance, and offices to the 
workt ſort of men, to have them his agents for informati 
counſell,for proieRts, for execution of all their detefiable des 
ſignements : ſo did eFbimelech for the bloudy maſſacring of 
his innocent brethren : ſo did [ez.abe/ for the taking away of 
the life of Naboth: ſo didthe corrupt gouernours in Judea be» 
fore /eremiab + ſo did thoſe rauenous oppreflors in the time 
of Zephanie, And how could Sax4, after he became aperſecu. 
tor of Dasid and good men,haue miſſed his Bailicſe Doeg ? 


Verſ. 11. As adoggeretwrneth to his vomite : So a foolere- 
twraeth to his folie, how 


" Ome ſinners are like to dogs in barking : ſome in _ 
ſome in properties: but a backſlider is like ynto them 

their moſt beaſtly qualitic, euen in-raking-vp their yomite: 
For the dogge feeling his flomacke ſurcharged goerh to the 
grafſe, and. caſtech'vp-that which troubleth him : bur after- 
wards delighted with filchie chings, retucneth, and rakerhyp 
that as good, which before hee had caſt out as euill,and ſolike 
a filchie beaſt as hee is feederh himſelfe with his owne filthi- 
nefſe, After the ſame manner the reuolter feeling his conſt 
ence burthened wich finne, by the knowledge of the good 
word of God,though/ not with the conſcience of it, andb6 


Ing moued therewich;laiethrafide hisiniquicie for a time : but 


brwyg ſet yponafreſhiby his owne concupiſcence,and raking 
pleaſurein that which 5 vile and loathſome, returneth backe 
<6 his old tuill courſe} and is againe incangled with bis fir 
vacicannes, 
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cleannes, Which todoeis a moſt m_ | ,and 
deddly cranſgrefſion: for all the firſt finnes of ſuch amanre-» 
maine ſtill vpon the ſcore, becauſe howſocuer there were 
ſhewes of repencancein him, yer there was nothing indeed 
butguile and hypocrifie: and ic is to bee found by allexperi- 
ence,that he groweth worſe and worſe, and that his latter end 
ismuch more wretched then his Js 0. 2" are of 
all other men the moſt dangerous and hurrtfull perſons to 
Gods people, Achitopbel, [oaſh,and Indas,are notedto be tre» 
cherous and moſt notorious malefaRtors. The diucl hath more 


power ouer them, their owne guiltineſſe doth gnaw their con- Mat.1 2.45. 


ſcience,and much imbitter them: they are leſle carcfull of re- 
tance, when they trample en the-medicine that ſhould 
foal chem,and at laſt the iudgements of God will fall moſt 


heauily vpon them, 


Verſ. 12, Seeft thona man wiſe in his owne conceit i there is 
wore bope of a foole then of him. 


Eeft thos, | Doſt thou know.by familiar acquaintance, or 
onuerſation,or by any teſtimonies, mar wiſe i bis owne 
conceit ? that is opinionate of hi5owne wiſedome,and his car= 
nall mind is lifted vp with conceitofhis owne vnderſtanding, 
as one looking in a glatic, ſhould dote- vpon his owne perſo- 
mage or beautie, there is more hope of a foole, there is greater 
likelihood that an idior,or naturall,may be broughtto e, 
praQiiſe , or receiue good, thenthis gloriovs ſelfe-liker ; for 
the inſufficiencie ofthe one groweth from want ofnacurall cs- 
i ; of the other ſrom pride, ſinfulneſſe, and abuſe of wit : 
50d correeth the one indeed with a ſharprod,and yet there 
is hope of his prtie and compaſſion toward him: for his com- 


miſcration is moſtin greateſt miſerie I chk 1 
ther moſt grieuouſly in wrath, being prouoked uhereto by his 
due deſerts, Wherefore of all fooles conceited fooles arerhe 


moſt lamentablc ; as Chriſt {aid co the Phariſees, /fyoe were , . _ 


blind ye ſbould bane ve fiune but now ye ſay.we our 
frane remaineth., For _— _ guides, bard of 
; 8 3 » 
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Proven. | has, © 
mind; hardnefle ofhearr,pride,luſt,and Satan? and what fine 
almoſt are they: freed from him? arethey not impudent?. «re 
they not deſpiſers of all good inftruRtions? are they not con. 
temuners of God andhis ordinances? As werealſothe Phari. 
ſees and Lawyers who reiefted the connſell of God againſt them. 
ſelnes,: and world not bee baptizedef lohn? And what iudge. 
ments may they nor looke for? when woe isdenounced 2ganſ 
them by.namez when God is their caemie, when damnation 
is their portion, 


'Verſ.13. A flprhfall man ſaith, there is @ Lion inthe mayia 
Lion in the /ireets, Sec chap.22.13. X 
14. As thedoore twrneth on the hinges : ſo deth the (lnggard 
on his bed, $1074 


A S the doore, | Or gate of an houſe, twrneth on bis hinges, 
and hookes whereupon itisſer,and yet is fot carried out 
of it place,but there hangeth (tilgrhough:ſomtimes it be me» 
ved to one fide, and ſomtimes to another : even ſothe ſlug- 
gard faftened ro his bed, ſometimes rolleth to this ſide, and 
ſometimes torhar, often purpofing to riſe, but till lying fi 
and taking hiseaſe,he would never fall off thoſe hookey - 
lefle hee were lifted off, or. by compulſion knocked: offizif 
the authority of ſuperiours,or hunger, or mecre neceſſuydid 
not rouze him yp,;be would galthisfide with beating 'vponihe 
ſheets, and wearic himſclfe withtodfing vp and downe, vet 
he wouldriſc:Suchaniron Rirengrh bath the finne of luggilh: 
neſſt;ro hold menfaft when they are fetvponit.. Hilo 
Some other kind of luggards areas fatt ried tojotherries! 
ſome -are'in thraldometa their bellies for tipling, and good 
cheere: ſorne to their games and ſports: ſome td this-piet- 
{ure,and ſome tothat; thoughthey riſe ſooner then the othe, 
yet 1hay arc ho better occupied then if they wereintheir belt 
biitworik a greatideale many of them ;; and-yEt/are {0 tu4hb 
power of\their fiave, that noching can draw them os of the 
ſame, butonelprthe veccuc of Godeſpiris ifeucr is bee belid> 
wed 'ypon:themd _:-{-i ids 31 ods 101 tf 
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Verſ.15. The flothſull man hideth his hand in his boſome,and 
jt grieweth him to bring it to his month, See chap,19.24. 

16, The ſluggard us wiſer in hi owne eyes, then ſenen men 
that can render a reaſon, 


He ſluggard is wiſer in his owne eyes,] As he himſelfe thin- 
T we ot himſclfe, hee hath that imagination in his owne 
mind,and is not ſo indeed, they ſeven men, then many others, 
that can render a reaſon, of the things they doe or ſpeake : and 
itmay as well be tranſlated cending tothe ſame purpoſe, that 
retwrneth ſage counſel, that giue prudent anſweres to thoſe Aſeſhibes 
that aske their aduice,andcan ſufficiently confirme andiulti- ragnam. 
fie all that they fay : for idleneſle maketh men very proud, 
notwithſtanding that their braines thereby bee much dulled 
their ynteachableneſle conuinceth them of this; for they will 
learne otno man,their conrempt doth alſo manifeſtly argue ir: 
for they will cenſure every man. It was ſaid concerning So- 
dome,that this was her iniquitie, Pride, fulneſſe of bread, and Exech.16.49. 
abundance of 1aleneſſe was in her,and in her daughters, On che 
contrarie fide, faithfull diligence ina good calling, by Gods 
bleſſing, is a meanes of great humility. 


Verſe 17. Hee that paſſing by medleth with Prife that be- 
longeth net to him; is as he that taketh adeg by the eares. 


© wg paſſing by, ] Occaſionally where men contend, and 
hath no calling tothe place, eſpecially tothe buſinefle, 
and medlerb with x Arif that belongeih not unto him, is an- 
pry, and beginneth ro chide and brawle for another mans 
cauſe,or interpoſcth himſelfe into matters wherein hee is not 
intereſted, is as he that taketh a dog by the eares, and thereby 
pm the dog to take him by the hand, or by the throat : 
or he putreth himſelfe in danger of his teeth;and ſo buſre bo- 
die agents in other mens quarrels, doc many waies indanger 
themſclues,thruſting themſclues into rroubles,and into fires, 


and incenfing many to bee their eriemies, with whom other- 
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wiſe they might haue lived peaccably:for they that enter rife 


withour calling, do commonly hazzard themſclues intotroy. 
ble without comfort : as /choſhaphat, bauing taken part with 
Achab, had felt to his woe, butthat the Lord was very merci. 
ſullto him; but wee muſt vnderttand that Sa/omen dothnor 
taxe ſuch as doe labour to accord thoſe that are at debate; 
but which maketh himſclfe a partie, and maintaineth one fide 
againſt another,which commeth nor with water to extinguiſh 
thc flame of diſcord, but with fuell and bellowes to feed the 
fire, blow the coales, and encreaſe the hcate of yariancebe. 
tweene them, 


Veiſ.18, Ar a mad man that cafteth firebrands, arrower and 


death, 
19. Soc he that deceineth his neighbour ,and ſaith, Am I net 
in ſport ? 


S 4 mad man,| Which is depriued ofthe vſc of his vnder- 
ſtanding, and is carried with rage and furie, cafteth a- 
broad, and at other men, firebrands, arrowes, and death,all 
manner of things which come to his hand, that may doe hurt 
to others, cuen to the loſle of their liues : for furions perſons 
hauc a great longing to ſhead blood, and to kill: ſs i hee that 
dec:ineth his neighbour, the cogging iefter, or ſporting come 
panion, doththoſedeeds, or vttereth thoſe words that pierce 
his neighbour or friends vnto the heart : but he'couercth him- 
ſelfe ſo vnder the pretence of mirth and paſtime,rhar if he bee 
called into queſtion for it, his anſwereis, I did it, or ſpakeit 
but in ieft, And thus the mirth of wicked men is vually mixed 
with miſchicfe, It was a matter of ſport to Abner, to ſee men 
draw their weapons to ſheadding of one anothers blood : Let 
a.Sam.2.14.15 the Jourg men (laithheto loab) ariſe and play before vs, and 
they canght enery one bis fellow by the beard, and threft bu 
ſword into his fide: the good fellowſhip of many of them is lit- 
tle better then horſe play : they ſtrike at one anothers credit as 
much as they can,and ſtudie to make them be derided as much 


as they may : and ſothey dee for theirbodics, though qu 
by 
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fing,and anſwering of healths would deftroy health, and ex- 
tioguiſh life, yer they hold them vntoit, they muſt doe them 
their right: and fo = doeto their eſtates : though the loſſe 
of their money were the ouerthrow of their families, yetit is 
no diſcourtefie co draw them into companie, where they may 
bazzard all, and who will be more willing to winne itthen 
themſclues ? 


Verſ.20, Without wood the fire © quenched, and without 4 
tale-bearer ſtrife ceaſeth. 


Ven as fire is maintained by wood, coales, or ſuch like 

matter: ſo is commonly contention and firife nouriſhed 
by an euill rongue : wherefore as without wood the fire goeth 
our, ſo (ſaith this text) where there is no whiſper, will ſfrife 
ceaſe : For contention is a fire, backbicers are fucllers, which 
take it for their office, and worke to expell and keep away bro- 
therly loue from among men : (ſuch Inceadiarics they are, that 
if it were in their power, would ſet the whole world on hire, 
and doe preuaile, For the tongae (faith S.[ames ) is @ fire,and 4 
World of iniquitie, it ſettch on fire the whole courſe of nature. 
See chap.16,verſ.28.both in the text,and doctrine, 


# 
Verſe 21. As coales to burning ceales,and wood to fire: ſou 
4 contentions man to kindle ſtrife, 


S the former ſentence declared the meanes whereb 

ſtrife may be appeaſed, and thar is the remouall of whiſ- 
perers,m1ke-bates,back-biters, and rell-rales : So this ſhew- 
eththe {ring from whence contention floweth, whereby alſo 
tis increaſed, and groweth greater and greater,and thatis the 
contentious perſon, For as coales being put ro coales onthe 
fire, and new wood added to that which was there before, 
augmenteth the heate, and maketh the flame greater: ſothe 
wrathfull quarrelſome perſon , maketh him ro bee furious 
Which was before but a little moued with anger, and alittle 
quarrell to grow to a great broyle: for one {infull man is apt 
G 8 4 to 
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ro corrupt tmany.Corah, Dathan and Abiram being butaſey, 
(and one of them alle atthe firſt ſet on the other) did draw 
more thena few into the conſpiracie againſt Hoſes and 4s. 
row. We reade nothing worth noting in Sheba,bur onelythat 
he was factious, longing for turbulencic and combuſtion ;and 
yer that baſe wretch could worke ypon a multitude, to cauſe 
them to ca{t oft their Soueraigne, It appeareth thatcraiterous 
Indas did onely mutter himlelfe againſt the honour that way 
done to Chiift,by the oyle powred on his head : but that hee 
had alſo kincicd the reſt of the Diſciples ro ioyne with him 
therein, 


Verſe 22. The words of 4 tale-bearer are as ſtrokes, and goe 
downe into the innermoſt parts of the belly. Sec chap.18.8. 

Verſ.23.2s « potſheard conered oner with ſilner drofſe : (0 
are burning lips,aud a wicked beart, 


S a potſheard conered oner with ſilner, is but a baſe and 

contemptible piece of earth : For of what yalue is apot- 
ſhear? or what excellencie is in drofſe, though perhaps the 
ynwiſe man be deceiued with the ſhew thereof: for all is not 
gold y gliſtereth:/o are burning lips,tauning lips, hor,and great 
words of loue and friendſhip and a Wicked heart, a heggtthat 
mindeth nothing lefle, the that which the ſpeeches make ſhew 
of: an heart that nouriſheth enmitie, while the rongue preten» 
deth great good wil & liking.So that hypocritical difſemblers 
be naught on both ſides : for SESRISS beſt inthem, their 
very guilding, is but imaginkrie : that which ſeemeth ſuch 
pretious merrall in many mens eyes, will proue plaine drofle, 
if it be brought to the touchſtone : as that which they thinke 
is putrified and corrupt, ſo is that which they doe, and ſo isall 
that they ſay. The ſepulchers of dead men, though they con- 
taine rottennes and filthineſſe within;z yet may haue coſtly 
matter without,as Marble, let, or richer ſtones: but thele dif- 
ſembling mates haue bur painted painting ypon them, their 
vety colours are counterfeit, 
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Verſ.24. He that bateth diſſembleth with bus lips,and laieth 
deceit within him. 

Verſ.25. When hee fpeaketh faire beleene bins not : for ſenen 
abominations are in hs heart, 


Verſe 24-25. ProOyaRBs. 


N cheſe ewo verſes, and the two next following, hee liuely 

deſcribeth a malitious caitife, who is his crafts maſter in 
pradtifing of miſchiete, Firlt hee doth declare his fraudulencie 
and guile,in rheſe two verſes : and ſecondly doth foretell the 
yn ynſucceſfull euent thereof, in theewo next, Touch- 
ing his guile,hee ſheweth what he doth pretend, and likewiſe 
diccouereth what he doth intend : His pretence is kindneſle 
and amitie, be drſſewrbleth with his /ips,and faineth himſelfe to 


be another manner of man then that hee is : and of ſuchthe 


Prophet ſpeaketh, ſaying, They ſpeake vanitie one to another, Plal. 12.3. 


flattering with their lips, and fprake with a double heart, Hee 
doth not only imagine euill, bur waiteth his time and oppor- 
tunitie to performe ir. See examples hereof in Kain, ſoab,and 
Indus . When he ſpeaketh faire, when he moſt courteouſly falu- 
teththee : when he proteſteth what great account he maketh 
of thee : when hee promiſeth fauours, and the beſt offices hee 
can perfdrme vnto thee, be/eexe him not, be not confident of 
him,truſt him not too farre,come not into his danger, expoſe 
notthy (elfe into his hands :For it is not the want of charitie, 
but the yſc of wiſedome, to be warie of an aduerſarie,cſpeci- 


ally which maligneth thee for thy goodnefle : For if he perfiſt tere, 2.6. 
in his euill,and benot conuerted ynto God, he caninot ſound- Micah.7.5, 


ly be reconciled to thee, and his glozing ſpeeches be no reſti- 
monies of his good meaning : but ginnes and traps whereby 
he may catch thee more eaſily at aduantage, and effe& his 
owne purpoſe, If Abe{had knowne Kaines minde when hee 
ſpaketo him to walke in the fie!ds,he would have been better 
aduiſed before he would haue gone our : For there are ſexen 
abominations, a great number of villanous —_— and pur- 


poles i» big heart,in his minde, and that alſo with the _— 
© 
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ofhis will and affeQions : he is plotting ſome miſchieuoury, 
temprs,and greatly defireth the effeRing of them, 


Verſ.26. Hatred may be coneved by deceit : but the wiehed. 
wes thereof ſhall be ſhewen to the whole congregation, 


HE he beginnethto ſhew the euill ſpeed ofthe difſem. 
bler in his malitious and guilcfull behauiour,and that is 
the detection of his venomous hart, and of that poyſon which 
he hath fo artificially couered, but the wrthednes of bus batred 
Jhall be ſhewen to the whole congregation,the world ſhall ſeeto 
his ignominy and reproch, what a malignant minde hee hath 
borne,and what a craftic hypocrite he hath been: Forthey 
that nouriſh any finne in their ſoules, may looke to haue it 
breake out at laſt tro their ſhame, One occaſion or other will 
winde them into lewd praiſes, as traitercus Achitophelhad 
a baite laid for him, by Gods providence, in 4bſaloms con- 
ſpiracie ; And ſo had treacherous Zba alſo : and Gods iudge- 
ment will bring: finne to light, cither while the ſinner liverh, 
or after he 1s dead : cither among} men in this world, orbe- 
fore Chriſt at the iudgement ſeate of God, 


Verſ.27. 33 ho ſe diggeth apit ſhall falltherein : andbee tha 
rolieth a ſtone,it ſhall returne vpon him, 


"otra more grievous plague that ſhall light ypon 
the politike and crafte enemies of Gods people, is the 
woe that they worke to themſclues, all that they baue been 
deuiſing againſt others, reruinerch vpon their owne heads: He 
that d'ggeth apit, to take his innocent and godly brother in, 


isas if he were a wilde and hurtfull beaſt : (tor the fimilitude 

is taken from hunters ) ſhell fall therein, through Gods iult 

judgement ſhall be taken in the ſame ſnare : He that roleths 

fone, or cafteth it yptothe end it might fall ypon hisneigh- 

bours head, it ſhall retrwrne vpon him, it ſhall deſcend with 

violence vpon his owne pate : For they that goe about int 
ri 


Vaſe 28. ProvaRss. 449 
riouſly to hurt others that feare God, do moſt harmeto them= 

ſelnes :they bring moleſtation to their brethren at the firſt; 

th ble others with the ſmoake,and burne yp themſclues 

FI with the fame.Who is ignorant of exaiyples which make this 

| -manife(t? Da#ids enemies; Danzels enermes ; Haman,and ma. Plal.z.rs. 
ny ſuch others, haue their names ſtill hanging on the gibbet ; Eccleſ10.8, 
one canot trauell in Scriptures, but hee ſhall ſee how,and for | | 


; what caule ſuch a fearfull execution was done ypon them, 

b 

y Verſ. 28. The deceitfull tongue hateth him whom it goeth 4- 

to hont to aft, and wortgth ruine by a flattering month, | 
th 
ey TH deceitfmll tongue, | The man that vſeth his tongueto | 
it falſhood and deccit, hateth h:m whom it geeth about to af- | 


ill fit, and ſo intendeth co afflit or plague him whom he haterh: | 
2d for when men are determined to doe any miſchiefe , their | 
Ne tongues muſt aft and manage their bufincſle: for ſo muchthe ; 
* Prophet teltifieth of them,and euery one of then, ſaying, The ; 
| worarof bis month are iniquitie and deceit, he hath left fs bee Plal.63. ; 
en wiſe,and to do good He deiſeth miſchiefe pon bu bed © be ſet 

| teth bimſelfe on a way that 1 not good, bee abhorreath not enill, 
All conſultations, and parlies for the concluding of matters, 
aredealtin by the tongue. The rongue accuſeth and tradu- 
ceth innocents to ſuperiours, and Magilirates, tothetnd the 
being incenſed,they may puniſh as they haue a quarel againſt: 
great complaints were made of [eremiahto the Princes and 
rulers: Mar of Chriftto Pontius Pilate, & of Panl to Felix and 
Fei, The tongue muſt remoue away the blame of ſpleene, 
hard dealings,cruelty,that there may ſeeme to be ſome colour 
| of juſtice on their part, & deſert on the others,and worketh rus 


n, 

de me, oppreſſeth many righteous and harmeleſſe men, by a flat- 
ſt tering month, partly by faire ſpeeches,to him whom hee leuel- 
4 leth ar,and purpoſethto ftriketo the hart,thathe may the leſſe 
ho miltrult him,and partly by fawning on others that may aſſiſt 
th him,or ſerue his turne, whom thereby he gettechto bee on his 
b- hde,and cxaſperateth againſt his aduerſatie, or to whom he is 
y an aduerſacie, 
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to corrupt tany.Corah, Dathan and Abiram being bur a few, 
(andone of them alle at the firſt ſet on the other) did draw 
more thena few into the conſpiracie againſt Hoſes and Aa- 
ron, We reade nothing worth noting in Sheba, but onely that 
he was factious, longing for turbulencie and combuſtion ; and 
yer that baſe wretch could worke ypon a multitude, to cauſe 
them to ca{t off their Soueraigne, It appeareth that craiterous 
Indas did onely mutter himlelfe againſt the honour that was 
done to Chtift,by the oyle powred on his head : but that hee 
had alſo kindlced the reſtof the Diſciples to ioyne with him 
therein, 


Verſe 22, The words of 4 tale-bearer are as ſtrokes, and goe 
downe inte the innermoſt parts of the belly .See chap.18.8. 
Verſ.23.eAs « potſheard conered oner with ſilner droſſe : ſo 


are burning lips,anud awicked heart, 
AS a potſheard conered oner with ſilner, is but a baſe and 
contemprtible piece of carth : For of what yalue is apot- 
ſheard ? or what excellencie is in drofſe, though perhaps the 
ynwiſe man be deceiued with the ſhew thereof: for all is not 
gold y gliſtereth:ſo are bxrning lips,fauning lips, hot,and great 
words of loue and friendſhip ,avd a Wicked heart, a heggt that 
mindeth nothing lefle, the that which the ſpeeches make ſhew 
of: an heart that nouriſheth enmitie,while the tongue preten« 
deth great good wil & liking.So that hypocritical difſemblers 
be naught on both fides : for that which is beſt inthem, their 
very guilding, is but imaginkrie : that which ſeemeth ſuch 
pretious merrall in many mens eyes, will proue plaine drofle, 
if it be brought to the touchſtone : as that which they thinke 
is putrified and corrupt,ſo is that which they doe, and ſo is all 
that they ſay. The ſepulchers of dead men, though they con= 
taine rottennes and filrhineſſe within; yet may haue coſtly 
matter without,as Marble, Ter, or richer ſtones: but theſe dif- 
ſembling mates haue bur painted painting ypon them, their 
vety colours are counterfeit. 


Verl,24- 
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Verſ.24. He that bateth diſſembleth with bis lips,and laieth 


vo deceit within him. 
Verſ.25. When hee ſpeaketh faire beleene bim not : for ſenen Re 
abominations are in his heart. 


N theſe two verſes, and the two next following, hee liuely 
deſcribeth a malitious caitife, who is his crafts maſter in 
praQtiſing of miſchiefe, Firlt hee doth declare his fraudulencie 
and guile,in theſe two verſes : and ſecondly doth forertell the 
nd ynſucceſfull euent thereof,in thetwo next, Touch- 
ing his guile,hee ſheweth what he doth pretend, and likewiſe 
difloucrerh what he doth intend : His pretence is kindneſle 
and amitic, be d:ſembleth with his lips,and faineth himſelfe to 
be another manner of man then that hee is :and of ſuchthe 
Prophet ſpeaketh, ſaying, They ſpeake vanitie one to another, Plal. 12.3: 
flattering with their lips, and ſpeake with a double heart, Hee 
doth not only imagine euill, bur waiteth his time and oppor- 
runitic to performe it. See examples hereof in Kain, loab,and 
Indas : When he ſpeaketh faire, when he moſt courteouſly falu- 
teth thee : when he proteſteth what great account he maketh 
of thee : when hee promiſeth fauours, and the beſt offices hee 
can perfdrme ynto thee, beleene him not, be not confident of 
him,truſt him not too farre, come not into his danger, expoſe - 
notthy ſelfe into his hands :For it is not the want of charitie, 
bur the yſc of wiſedome, to be warie of an aduerſarie,cſpeci- 
ally which maligneth thee for thy goodnefle : For if he perfiſt tere.x 2.6. 
in his euill,and benot conuerted ynto God, he catinot ſound- Micah.7.s, 
ly be reconciled to thee, and his glozing ſpeeches be no reſti- 
monies of his good meaning : but ginnes and traps whereby 
he may catch thee more cafily at aduantage, and effeR his 
owne purpoſe, If Abe!/had knowne Kaines minde when hee 
ſpaketo him to walke in the fields, he would haue been better 
aduiſed before he would haue gone out : For there are ſenen 
abominations, a great number of villanous thoughts and pur- 


Roſes i» hu heart,in his minde, and that alſo with the _— 
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tempts,and greatly defireth the effeRing of them. 


Verſ.26. Hatred may be coneved by deceit : but the wicked- 
wes thereof ſhall be ſhewen to the whole congregation. 


HE: he beginnethto ſhew the euill ſpeed of the diſſeme 
bler in his malitious and guilcfull behauiour,and that is 
the deteCtion of his venomous hart, and of that poyſon which 
he hath fo artificially couered, but the wichednes of bis hatred 
Jhall be ſhewen to the whole congregation,che world ſhall ſee to 
his ignominy and reproch, what a malignant minde hee hath 


borne,and what a craftic hypocrite he hath been: For they . 
that nouriſh any finne in their foules, may lookeo haue it . 


breake our at laſt tro their ſhame, One occafion or other will 
- winde them into lewd pra@ifes, as traitercus Achitophel had 
a baite laid for him, by Gods providence, in 4bſaloms cone 
ſpiracie ; Andſo had treacherous Zba alſo : and Gods iudge- 
ment will bring finne to light, either while the ſinner liveth, 
or after he is dead: either amongſt men inthis world, or be= 


fore Chriſt at the indgement ſeate of God, 


Verſ.27. # ho ſo diggeth 4 pit ſhall fall therein : and hee that 
rolieth a /tone,it ſhall returne vpon him, | 


mon more grievous plague that ſhall light ypon 
the politike and crafte enemies of Gods people, is the 
woe that they worke to themſclues, all that they haue been 
deuifing againſt others, returneth vpon their owne heads : He 
that d'ggeth apit, to take his innocent and godly brother in, 
isasif he were a wilde and hurtfull beaſt : (tor « fimilitude 
Is taken from hunters ) /hall fal! therein, through Gods juſt 
judgement ſhall be taken in the ſame ſnare : He that relleth a 
fone, or cafteth it vp tothe end it might fall ypon his neigh- 
bours head, it ſhall retayne vpon him, it ſhall deſcend with 
violence vpon his owne pate : For they that goe about iniu- 
riouſly 


PROVERBS. Chap.26. 
ofhis will and affeRions : he is plotting ſome miſchicuous at- 
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riouſly to hurt others that feare God,do moſt harmeto them= 
ſclnes :they bring moleſtation to their brethren at the firſt; 


they trovple others with the ſmoake,and burne yp themſclues 
with the flame, Who is ignorant of exaimples which make this 


manife(t? Dazids enemics; Daxiels enermes; Haman,and ma- Pfal.7.1y. 
ny ſuch others, haue their names ſtill hanging on the gibber ; EccleC10.8, 


one canot trauell in Scriptures, but hee ſhall ſee how,and for 
what caule ſuch a fearfull execution was done vpon them, 


Verlſ. 28. The deceitfull-tongue hateth him whom it goeth a- 
bont to affift,and wortgth ruine by a flattering month. 


E170 ] The man that vſeth his tongueto - 


falſhood and deceit, hateth h:m whom it goeth about to af- 
fli#, and fo intendeth to afflict or plague him whom he haterh: 
for when men are determined to doe any miſchiefe , their 
rongues muſt at and manage their buſincſle: for ſo muchthe 
Prophet reftifieth of them,and euery one of them, ſaying, The 


words of his month are iniquitie and deceit, he hath left off to bee Plal.63: - 
wiſe,and to do good: He deniſeth miſchiefe upon his bed : be ſet- 


teth himſelfe ona way that ts not good, hee abhorreth not exill, 
All conſultations, and parlies for the concluding of matters, 
are dealt in by the tongue. The tongue accuſerh and tradu=- 
ceth innocents to ſyperiours,and Magilirates, totheend they 
being incenſed,they may puniſh as they haue a quarel againſt: 
great complaints were made of /eremiahto the Princes and 
rulers; and of Chriſt to Pontius Pilate, & of Panl to Felix and 
Feſius. The tongue muſt remoue away the blame of ſpleene, 
hard dealings,cruelty,that there may ſeeme to. be ſome colour 
of juſtice on their part, & deſert on the others,and worketh rus 
me, oppreſſeth many righteous and harmeleſſe men, by a flat= 
tering month, partly by faire ſpeeches,to him whom hee leuel- 
lettr at,and purpoſethto ftriketo the hart,thathe may the lefſe 
miltruſt him,and partly by fawning on others that may affiſt 
him,or ſerue his turne, whomthereby he gettechto bee on his 
fide,and cxaſperateth againſt his aducrſarie, or to whom he is 
. an.aduerſarie.. . 
| CRAP. 
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Verſ.1. BoaFt not thy ſelfe of to morrow : for thou knoweft 
not what a day may bring forth, 


$:CESfLEOa? not thy ſelfe,] Preſume not too farre ofany 


[2 
= P morrow, of the time to come, how farre off, or 


NP neere ſoeuer: for it is the phraſe of the Scripture 
72/SE&a tocall that which is future,and to come, by the 
name of to morrow ; When thy ſonne ſhall arke thee tomorrow, 
ſaying,what us this ? Therefore no man ought to be confident 
of that which ſhall be hereafter, Daxid acknowledgeth him- 
ſelfe to beroo bold,and that therfore he was worthely corre- 
Red for it,when he bragged in this maner,7 ſaid in my proſpe- 


{ thing that thou wilt doe, haue, or enioy, of ts 


: rity I ſhall nener be moned: the reaſon why thou ſhouldeſt nor 


thus boaſt,is from the yncertainty of all tuture cuents : becauſe 
thou knoweſt not what a day may bring foorth, what things may 
fall out this day to preuent all thine expeRation ro morrow, 
or what may come to paſſe to morrow,cleane contrary to that 
which ghou didſt expeCt this day. The day is ſaid to bring 
forthby a compariſon taken from women with child,or crea- 
tures great with yong: becauſe time trauelleth with the Lords 
decrees,and in their ſeaſon bringeth forth the ſame, cuen as a 
woman doth her babe, or little infant, and what ſhall bee 
borne atany time, nonein the world doth know : cuery day, 
and cuery night,andeuery houre, andeuery moment is bring- 
ivg foeth ſuch a birth, as all the world is 1gnorant of : becauſe 
Gods purpoſes are knowne to himſelfe, and concealed from 
his creatures :the accidents, and occurrents of this life, are 
ſo hidden from men, that they cannot conclude ypon warrant 
and certainty what ſhall be anone, who knoweth whether his 
life will laſt till anone: little dreamed Hamar that purpoſed to 
be {o merrie at the Queenes feaſt, that hee ſhould be _ 

cfore 
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before his dinner time was paſt. Therefore S. Jawes taxeth 
thoſe who are ſo.largein promiſes, fortheirowne good ſpeed 
and commoditie in their rraffique, and merchandiſe : ſaying, 

oe to now yee that ſay, to day, or to morrow, wee will poe into 
FAS Fitie or country, and continue there ayeere, and buy, and 
ſell,andget gaine. Whereas ye know nct whar ſhall be on the mor- 
row : For what is your life,it 1s aſhagow,@c. 


ow 
[ 


Verſiz.. Let another man praiſe thee, and: not thine 4wne 
month ; a ftrauger,and not thine owne lipa,o TREATS 1841 £5 $1.58 
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"Et another man praiſe thee}) Soibehane thy felfeand ot- 
Fa thine' affaires, asthat 'thou'rmaieſt'giue'cauſe to ano- 
ther'to praiſe thee; rhough that bee nor'the end which thou 
aimefdat;nortbe purpoſe of thy welkdoingjand wor thint owne 
month chourhylelfe withrhine ownemouthpaifiravger, any 
other befides: thy :{elfe; wndinot! rhino dre lipr;natnely; whe 
words whith:thy1ips doe verert: for ibiyi very vnicemlything 
for a manrto'applaud his owneidving, if rheſeeking of praite 
fromotherbecondemnable,andiworthity:condemaediof our 
Sauidbr.im.the Phariſets;>muchmbreablurdic igtd givecoms 
mwendations! of himfclit. yaumingly, ro:fourdiou his.owne 
praiſes bectuſebisre Rimonijeinay' worthilyber:fuſpeRcdof 
falſhood, becauſerhe-worſt meribe toſtforward'itpraifing 
their ownedeſerts; nUahistorruprechandilaineth chegeods 
nelle of the worke,rthat no praiſeis daefabivemher from God); 


orttorh meh; for be char pravſerhhinifelfeinoenllowed; but 2.Cor.ro.8, 


whom theEord praiferhi>or Kapydhiog|beerarought chattis 
praiſe worthie, ro whom doth the glpry2obir betongbur"ts 
God,who is the proper avthor of ir, and man but the inſtru- 
menrat itby pages pow &\3vFinally, its needlefle 
for men to magnifie chemſelues, if they bee fairkfult+ for Gol 
will bring their righteouſnefſe to light, and men wil yeeld vn« 
torhendat hordpbyobehein ecruns;rbowgh thryhold cheir 
pofee aneydribelcfoinis peedfſariefornmanin tfyme caſes to 
tekifie bisgjraces.and/attions 22g indeftenecof bisminocencie, 
Whenhbigvauſtly muiduesd;as Podwas;orinhenthobiding 


DAT or: 
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or concealing ofones goodneſle,may turne to the hinderance 
of the truth, or to the hurt of the Church, or impairing of 
Gods glory. | 


Verſ.3. eA tone is heanie, and ſand Waighty : but a fooles 
wrath is heauier then they both. 


—- 75 heaxie, For that itisa lumpe of congealedearth, 
ard ſand weightie, eſpecially by reaſon of the moiſture 
that is in it:b# « fooles wrath,the rage & diſpleaſare of a foole, 
of a wicked man, whoſe hart and paſſions are not gouerned b 
the vie of reaſon, orthe ſpirit of God, heantey then they both, 
is more burthenous and importable, then either an heauie 
Rone,or weighty ſandrto them on whom it lighteth, or lieth: 
it prefſeth them vnder, and cruſheth them ſorer, either with - 
preſent violence, 'or future reuenge ; either the hand ftriketh, 
or the tongue ſtriketh, or the heare deuiſeth what direfull burr 
he may doe; eſpecially if hee haue power whereby hee may 
wreake his malice edema tuck an heauic burthen doethey 
bearethac lie ynder,and are ſubic to tie yoake of malicious, 
wrathfull, and violent perſons :: they hare three cruell task- 
waſters dwelling cogether inenc houſe, and. conſpiring toge- 
ther with one corifent: ,and they: area fierce nature, proud 
mind,and the cruel! diuell : all cheſe ioyned togerher,doe kin-= 
dle anger,doe encreaſe it to excefle,and make it difficult, and 
hardly extinguiſhed, The brickevpon the poore Hebrewes 
\ : ſhoulders was very waighty, and burthenous ; bur the hard 
hearts,and tyrannous dealing of their maſters the Egyptians, 
were far more thenthey, - «£16 


Verſ.4.#rath « cruell, and anger outragions : but who can 
ftand before ennic ? | 


As in the former ſentence he aggrauated the violent force 
of anger and wrath,by making icmore burthenous then 
Rones,orfand, In this hee aggrauateth the:damnable yenome 
of cnuic,by makingitanoze pernicious then angerand —_— 
Wyat 


a 


Perſe th PrRoOvaRBL 453 
Wrath is cruellie ſeldome leaueth off, or is fatisfied;till it com- 
micteth cruelty : witnefſe the inhumane aQ of Simeon and Le- 
ui : and anger is ontragions, like the waters of a river paſſin 
ouer the bankes: or like to aſpring tide which ouerflowerh 


the low grounds and marſhes round about: (for the Hebrew Sheteph. 


word fignificth inundating, 'or ouerflowing : ) ſuch a flood 
occeded from the wrath of Herod, who ( for that hee ſaw 
imſclfe to be mocked of the Wiſe men) commanded all the in- 
fants in Beth-leem, and the bordering quarters roundabout 
to be {laine : but who can land before ennie? what good man 


can preſerue himſelfe from being enuied?or werenot Goda 
maruellous proteQor of his, how could any poflibly auoide 


the hurtfull firokes ofenuious perſons, but that ke ſhall be caft 


downe,and ouerthrowneby them? So that this deteſtable vice - 


ofcankred enuie, is farre more dangerous and condemnable, 


then the finne of crabbed anger; and wrathfulneſſe, becauſe it 
is of longer continuance,and ſtill growing; wheras the other : 
is ſhorter,and more and more abating:anditis more.cunning, - 
ſecret, and cloſe, &therfore alſo muſt needs be more perilous : 
for that men cannot ſo caſfily defend themſclues fromithe cne- - 


mies,or weapons. which will not be ſcene, before they be felt. 
Many times anger is for faults, and things done-amifle, or ar 


the leaſt they ſeeme ſuch to him, thatis moued at them + bur 
_ enuie is yſually-for goodnelle, and againſt good men; and - 


therefore alwaics the beſthaue been moſt enuicd; as A4be!, lo- 


ſep, Danid, Daniel,and Chriſt Ieſus: anger may beepacified 


by entreatie, by apologic of ones owne innocencie and fub-.. 
miſſion; by mediation of friends; by commendation, or te- 
ſiimonie giuen of the partie fallen into difpleafure: but all 
theſe meanes are oyle to feed the flame, and nor water to 


quench rhe heate of enuie: forwhen- God himſelſe pleaded - 


for eAbel,Cair was the more imbirterc/2gainſthim.. | 
Verf. 5. Openi'rebnke is better thi ſecret lone} - 


þ 


| Per rebule,] Acheck; or admonition giuen/ynto thera | 
for a fault commitred, © better #hen ſecret love , doh 
| moxe - 
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moregood,and:is more to heeficemed of then the bidden af- 
fettion of loue in the hart, which is not manifeſted by word or 
deed,nor ſheweth ic ſelfe. when /neede requireth : for they are 
;qur beſt friends,chat deale malt agajpſt our finnes and corrup- 
tions ;forhereby.uicy ſhall ewrhemſelues. to bee noflacee- 
'irers,bur'fajthfully mindedrowardys; they doe vs the beſt fa- 
uour,and performe the greateſt kindnefle that may bee in re- 
conciling vs to our. beſt friend ; namely, ro the Lord, whom 
-by our offences wee had incenſed. againſt vs; they ſuccourys 
againſt our molt dangerous aduerſarics,namely,our tranſgreſ(- 


- fions, and Satan,.into whoſe, hands wee thadicaft our ſclues: 


they helpe ys where our owne power failerh ; they give dirc- 
Qion to.vs when we had loſt our way : they giue ys medicines 
to cure our deadly diſcaſes,, | h | 

- Verſ. 6. The wonwds of a friend are faithfull; but the kiſſes of 


an exemic are to beprayed against, 
Ti oppoſition Randeth thvs:The wounds of a friend. gre 
Mk. faithful andiherefore.to beprayed for, but the kiſſes of 
#eneme are deceii{all,and thereforers be prayed agarniF,;;;. 
- :T he\waupds of a fricnd; | Fheſhatpe, and piercing cthaſliſc= 
ments;- whether: by. words, or firipts: inflicted by, a friend, 
which ſceth our need,and inloue or compaſſion applieth hime 
ſelfero ſay, or doe that whichis good forvs ; thoughir bete- 
dious {or him to performe, and vneahe for ys to ſuffer, are 
Faithfull, proceed, from the fidelicy :and .yprightneſlt of his 
heart towards vs, and from true defire of our good and wel- 
fare ; but the hiſſes of an; enemie, the faircand flattering coun- 
t5nances of one that hateth aman : ( for in the word kifſes, hee 
alludeth tothe manner,yſed-inthoſe countries, where they did 
falute one-anather;as well men gs women with kifles,& wher- 
by they did profeſſe their kind affeRion each to other, al- 
though they connerſed together, and did not-meetafter long 
abſence:) for [ndas ſupt with our Sauiour in the _ that hee 
was-betrayed, and had been. in his companie before, and yet 
kiſſed him not xery many boures after; are #0 beprayedagain. 
| ro 
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to be taken heede of for our better defence; becauſe wee are 
not acquainted with mens guilefull purpoſes,we are to intreat 
the Lord to ſhield vs therefrom : For they deale dangerouſly 
when they deale moſt ſmoothly : the till waters are common- 
ly the deepefi. Dazid intreaterh the Lord that he may not be 
caught with the dainties of the wicked : but that he may be ſmit< 
teu by the month of the righteous, [oabs, Indaſes & Achitophels 
exaryples are notorious for the confirmation of this point : 
and the diuell killeth a thouſand more by the call, glafle,and 
baite of delightfull allurements, whereby hee pretenderh to 
gratifie men,and to fatisfie their defires ; then by his ſhot of 
terrors and feares,and by his roring aſſaults. 


Verſ.7. A perſon that is full loatheth an hony combe : but ts 
him that is hungrie enery bitter thing « ſweete, 


= ſentence is true both for corporall foode,and ſpiri- 
tuall, for the things which concerne the ſoule and body: 
be that is full ofmeate or drinke,doth lothe all dainties what=- 
ſocuer: there is nothing ſo delicious, but if a man be fated,or 
hane his tomack cloyed therewith,ic will be nauſye, and of- 


fenſ1ue vato him : the hony combe doth much affet mens taſte, - 


and is pleaſant almoſt co all mens palates:and yet ſuch as haue 
ouer charged their tomackes , or haue loſt their appetite, 
would rathertrample it vnder their feere, (as the word which 
we tranſlate(/oathe)doth fignifie)then to eate it:and the ſame 
falleth out in all other delights and refreſhings ; thoſe which 
are very acceptable to ſome, are as diſtaſifull, and il] liked of 0+ 
thers. This ſaying is alſo verified in many, yea inthe greater 
number of people, whoſe ſtomackes ſtand againſt the ſweeteſt 
hony of Gods holy word : as the Iſraclices in the wildernefſe 
loathed that ſacramentall bread of Manna, which the Scrip- 
cures calleth Angels food, and was after a miraculous manner 
beſtowed vpon them : bur to him that is bungrie, which is pin- 
ched with penurie and want, or which hath a greedie appetite 
to his meate,every bitter thing is ſweete, he feedeth ypon, and 
fauourly relliſheth thoſe things which others could not 

Hh brooke; 
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brooke; nor at other times peraduenture himſelfe could nor 


ſo well away with : butthe prouerbe is true,that hunger is the 


beſt ſauce. The purpoſe of the words is to declare, that men 
doe eftecme of things according as their defires and delights 
be diſpoſed. Gods feruants haue profeſſed that his law and 
ordinances were ſweeter to him then hoxy,and more pretious 
then gold :and complaint is made of the wicked that his word 
was a reproch to them, they could not endure it, The auſtere 
and more firift miniſteric of /ehn the Baptift was very grate- 
full and acceptable to ſome, both of the people, ſouldiers,and 
publicanes; when as the mott amiable and ioyfull meſſage of 
the Goſpel, publiſhed by rhe ſonne of God himſelf, was harſh, 
and vnwelcome to others, eſpecially the Scribes and Phari- 
fies, which had an high opinion of their owne good eſtate 
and ſufficiencie, 


Verſ\.8. «As a bird that wandreth from her neſt : ſo ts he that 


wandreth from his place. 


 S abird that wandreth from her neft,)\That Jeaueth her 

neft wherein heregges,and young ones are, to flic yp 
and downe, ſhould deale both vnnaturally, and contrary to 
her kinde, if ſhe ſhould vſe it: For her egges would be addle, 
and her young ones would be ſtarued,cicher with cold,or fa» 
mine,and fo alſo bring much perill vpon her ſelfe,and her own 
life, as to be killed with Rone,orpiece, or to be madea prey to 
the Haulke, or ether raucnous fowle : ſocuill prouideth hee 
for hiniſcife, that wandreth from his owne place, which ſtrag- 
leth abroad ypon no due or iuſt occaſion. 

Trueit is that the bird may flie from her neſt, ſometimes for 
to ſceke foode, and meate; but neither too ofcen, nor be too 
long abſent: and ſo itis lawfull fora man ro goeto'worketo 
places remote from his owne houſe, for maintenance to him- 
icire and his familie : for hee that doth his office and dutie, 
whither ſocuer he goeth,cannot be ſaid to wander from = 
place,bu: keepeth reſidence there as he ought. So that xremiſ- 
nes itt mens yocations; and carcleſnes of ces hargeand of 

| 7 UC 


Perſe 9. Proves. 457 
ſuch as depend ypon them, is ſcldome found in the vnreaſo- 
nable creatures,or whe it happeneth,cuen in them it is blame=- 
worthie : as wee ſee inthis text ; and haue it alto in other plae 
ces confirmed vnto vs,by the tellimonic of Gods own mouth 
perſonally talking with /ob, who ſaith, Game/7 thou the goodly 
wings to the Peacocke,or wings and feathers to the Oſtrich : 
which leaueth her egges in the earth, and warmeth themin the 
duft,and forgetteth that the foote may cruſh them,and the wilde 
beaſt breahe them : jhe is hardned againſt her young ones, as if 
they were not hers : her labour i in vaine without feare becauſe 
God hath dejr:ued her of wiſedome,neither hath he imparted to 
ber underitanding, 


Verſ.9. Ointment and perfume reiozce theheart : ſo doth the 
ſweetnes of a friend more then the counſell of his heart. 


He anci:nt people of the Eafterne countries, vied to as - 

. noinr their leads with their pretious ointments, and to 
perfumethcir houſcs and garments with pleaſant and ſweete 
odours,to the end their ſpirits might be quickned, and their 
hearts reujuc«d : Forthofe things which delight the ſenſes,de- 
ligt,s :drejoyce the heart, the foundation of all the ſenſes: 
and doth licre, and elſewhere in the Scripture, is the louing 
fellow ſhip of Chriſtian friends reſembled vnto ſuch ointmets | 
and perfumes. Behold (faith the Pialmiſt) how pleaſant a thing p,1 
it is, brethren to dwell together in wnitie : it 1s like the pretious © 33 
ointmert vpon the head,c>c. So comfortable was [oxathan to 
Dazid :and Rethto Narmi : and Oreſphernsvnto Paul : and 1.,Tim.1.6. 
as yncomtoriable an care ir is to be deſtitute of ſuch com- 
forters : For among many calamities whereof Daxid complai- 
ned,this was not the leaſt,that he was like an owle,or pelicane of Plal.ro2, 
the deſart : andin the ſame ſenſe lob bemoneth himſelfe, ſay- 
ing,l am abrother to Dragons,and a companion to owles, More 
then the counſell of his owne heart ; the aduice of ſuch a good 
friend,is more ioyous, and vſefull vnto him, eſpecially in his 
difireſſe,rhen the counſels of his owne heart, then the comfort 
or diretion which he can miniſter ynto himſelfe ; For a mans 
Hh 2 owne 
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ownecounſell is blind in his owne miatters,and the thoughts 
of his mindin aduerſitie doe rather trouble him bee hee never 
ſo wiſe,then refreſh his ſpirirs,or free him from perplexitie, 


Verſe 10, Thine owne friend,and thy fathers friend forſake 
not,neither goe into thy brothers houſe in the aay of thy calami- 
ty;for better 15 an neighbour that ts neere, then abrother far off, 


N the former ſentence he commended the comfort and be. 

nefic that proceeded from Chriſtian friendſhip,and here hee 
teacheth to rctaine, and make much of ſuch Chriſtian friends, 
and that by two arguments :the firf}, from the formerexperi- 
ence of them,the tability,and ancientnefle of their kindnefle, 
that they haue remained firme and faithfull ro our ſelues, and 
our parents,or other progenitors : the other is from the need 
that we may haue of them hereafter,and the fidelity, readines, 
and conftancie to doe vs good,that we may expect to find in 
them. And this hee proueth by compariſon, preferring them 
before naturall kinſmen, which are not ſo neerly vnited vnto 
vs by the bands of grace,and vofained loue, the owne friend, 
one whom thou haſt had triall of to bee faithfull ro thee, and 
thy fathers friend, which did heartily loue him,and in like ma- 
ner-was heartily beloued of him, forſake not, caſt not off, but 
maintaine friendſhip with him, and teftifie thy loue vnto him, 
in his neceffity : for when friends are faithfull vnto vs, wee 
mult be kind and conſtant to them. Dazid performed this to 
Tonathans ſeed, although [onathans death would not permir 
him to ſhew it to his owne perſon, otherwiſe then by way of 
lamentation : and ſo be<did to eAhimelechs ſonne eAbiarher, 
whom hee vadertooke the proteRion of: whom allo for the 
ſame cauſe Szlomon ſpared,though he had dealt both vnkind- 
Iy,and diſloyally with him. And contrariwife Pharaoh was 
taxed for his ynamindfulnefſe of Toſeph,and his poſterity : and 
ſo is [oa/h for his ingratitude to /ehoiada, whoſe worthy ſon 
Zechariah the Prophet ofthe Lord heeſlew : gog wot inro.thy 
brothers houſe, ſeeke not for compaſſion and ſuccour at the 
hands of a fleſhly kinſman,ifhe be wicked,and thou godly, im 


the 
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the day of thy calamity, at what time thou ſhalt bee inpouerty, 
contempt,trouble,and diftreſle ; for carnall kinſmen will faile 
thoſe of their owne fleſh in their greateſt aducrfity, as Danid 
tried, and complained, ſaying; My loners,and my friends ſtar d 
8 farre off from my ſore,ard mire acquaintance ſtand f:rr: off 
See chap. 19.7. For better,core comfortable, and profitevie, 
* antighoaar, friead,and acquiintance, that 55 neere, not one- 
ly in reſpeRt of the place,bur of aftiHton,and good will, [cz 
8 brother that is farre off, that is further diſtant in g90gnttic 
and loue,then in habitation, See chap. 19. 24, 


Verl. 11. My ſorne bee wiſe,and make my heart glad, that 1 


wy anſwere hit that reprochcth me. 


Y ſonne be wiſe, | The Wiſe man inthe perſon of. cucry 

farher,exhortetheuery ſonne to the fludic of wildome, 
and mouverh him thereunto by two fruites thar will ariſe trom 
thence, The ones, thatif he be {o wife, as to know 2nd obey 
the will of God, hee ſhall reiovce the heart of his facher. See: 
chap.10,T. 2nd 23.15. Theother is, that hee by this mearcs 
ſhall drive away reproch and ſhame from his {arher ; for a fou» 
iſh fonne makerh his parents aſhyned, When 2 chill is grace= 
lefle and cuill manered, the people viſually blaine his 12thecs 
goucrnment, and fay that hee was il] brought vp ; but by the 
yertuous behauiour of a child,the parents are tree from for- 
row, and contumclic, and haue wherewith ro (toppe wheir 
mouthes that goe about to blame them. The boly Cho 
comparcth good children to good weapons, by whom a: £od- 
ly man may defend his credit; as hee that hatha good wea- 


pon, with ſtrength and skillto vſe it well, ſhall thereby pre- 


ſeruc his perſon from the violence of an encmie. es arrowes 
( faith hes m the hand of a mighty man; ſe are the children 
of the youth : bappie 1s the man that hath his quiner full of thems, 
#hey ſhall not be aſhamed, but they ſhall! ſpeake with the aduer ſa- 
Figs on the gate. 


Hh 3 Vetſ. 12. 
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Verſ. 12. Aprudent man ſetth the exill,and hideth bimſelfe 
but the ſimple paſſe on and are puniſhed. See chap. 22.3. 

13. Take hu garment that u« ſurcty for a ſtrange man, and 
make bim gine apledge that vndertaketh fora ſtrange woman, 
See chap. 20.16. 

14. To himthat bleſſeth his friend with a loud wotce, riſing. 
early in the morning ſhall be counted a enrſe. 


460 | Prnoverts. 


= him that bleſſeth his friend, | Tn way of praifing and ex« 
tolling him to his face,and in way of ſaluting him with a 
flattering minde, or fawning words, wiſhing well vnto him 
with his lips, and defiring little good vnto him.in his heare, 
with a loud woice,ſothat he may be heard of others,and by that 
leaud meanes purchaſe fauour from the partie, aiſing early, in 
the morning to doc it, ſhewing himſelfe firſt and before all 0+ 
thers,to the end he may ſceme the chiefeſt welwiller, ſhallbee 
counted for a curſe, ſhall turns to his owne ſhame and ignos- - 
minie : for flatterie maketh a man odiovs, and reprochfull, 
Whart is more diſgraceful then to be called aparafite,or claws 
backe ? and this oblique and infamic is iuſt ypon them,and be 
longeth vnto them for duedeſert : for they onely ſerue them= 
ſclues, which intend to make a prey of thoſe whom they ſo 
much applaud,jt isneither loue,nor good liking that doth in- 
ducethem vnto it; but hope of acceprance and reward: and 
noyſome they are in many reſpects, and that to the-partie 
whoſe cares they claw in this manner: for if his neighbour 
be a good man, hee taketh the way to corrupt his heart, and 
aQtions,and to make him proud: if he bee finfull and evill, hee 
doth as much as in him lieth to harden his hearr, and retaine 
him from repentance, Yet it is not valawfull either to ſalute 
our friends,or to commend theminftly, fo thatit be donein 
a fir manner,or meaſure; not with a flattering mind, yortoo 
ofcen; not tos much ; not too openly ; but witha fingle heart, 
modeſtly, ſparingly, when there is cauſe to incite them for- 
wards to goodneſſe,and to animatethem againſt diſcourage- 
ments, 
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ments, otherwiſe the ſafeſt way is totcll them of their faults 
_ ir face, and to ſpeake of their yertues' behind their 
backes, | 


Verſ.15., 2A continnall drotping in a rainy day,and a conten« 
Hons woman are alike, | | 

16. Whoſoener hideth her,yideth the wind,and the oyntment 
ef his right hand which bewrayeth it ſelfe, 


Ntheſe two verſes hee declareth the miſchicuous cffeRs of 
an vnquier and brawling wife : and firſt hee ſheweth whar 
euill ſhe dorh to her husband,and familie, comparing her vn- 
to raine, ſoaking throughthe roofe of the houſe into the in- 
ward parts in wet ſeaſon: and'ſecondly hee declareth what 
hurt ſhe doth to her ſelfe, laying open ber ſhame, and making 
the world acquainted with her ynpeaceable behauiour, which 
he amplifieth by two fimilitudes:the one from the wind, which 
cannot but be felt and heard : and anotherfrom an oyntment 
in a mans hand the ſent whereof cannor be ſuppreſſed: a eonts- 
wwalldropping, into a mans houſe, ypon the peoples head, or 
the ſtuffe therein,in a raimie day, when the ſhouwersare great, 
and it beateth in tore,and a contentions women,a woman giuen 
to much ſcolding,and chiding,are 4/ike, both of them trouble- 
ſome, and both of them diſcommodious: for as the raine of- 
fendeththofe whom it falleth vpon, and rotteth the things 
which are wetted thereby, and conſumeth the fameintime:; 
So doth a contentious woman grieue all that dwell with her, 
and is a great hinderance totheeſtate of her husband. See cap, 
19. 24. Hee that hideth her, hee that attermpteth co huſk her 
brawlings andiiarres,that they fhall not be heard, hideth the 
wind, laboureth as much invaine,as if he would goe aboutto 
couer,keepe cloſe,or ſhut vp the wind that it ſhould not blow, 
ſhe is 45 an ojntment on hu right band, wherewith his right 
hand is maintained, that bewrayeth it ſelfe, that will make all 
the houſe and company to ſmellthe ſauour thereof; the word 


which wetranſlate bewrap, bGgnifierhto cry, which is impro- iT 


perly {poken of vy»emionr, __ belongerh to liuing crea- 


4 | rUres? 


brad. 
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\ Y Y inghis trees with a vigilent eyc,and pruning them 
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tures: bue maketh it ſelfe as ſenſible, as if it had a voycetoyt- 
ter or cric our withall : ſo-that ir is as poflible to reſtraine the 
ſentof anointment powred out, as to ſtop the infamie that ſhe 
bringeth vpon her ſelfe, 


Verſ.17. A's a man ſharpeneth yron by yron, ſo doth the face 


of his friend ſharpen a man. 
A S a man ſharpeneth yron by yron] As men vſe to whet one 

knife that is blunt, or other edge toole, with another,and 
fo make it keener to the endit may cutthe better: ſo doth the 
face,the preſence of a friend with his communication, as ex- 
hortations,direQions, incouragements,and the like, ſharper 4 
man .to comfort,to humiliation,to knowledge, to loue,to di- 
ligence, and to all good workes. A man by himſelfe is often 
very dull,and like vnto atoole whoſe _ is blunted, or bro= 
ken : but ifhis fellow come,and quicken him,by his company, 
by his ſpeech,orexamplc,hee hath ſuch an edge ſetypon him, 
as that he is much more skilfull, comfortable, and cuery way 
better then he was being alone, Hence it is that the Scripture 
faith cliewherec, that rwo are better then one, and that a three- 
fold cord i; not cafe tobe broken, Hence itis alſo that the Apo- 
Rleexhorterh the Hebrewes rot to leane their mutual fellow- 


ſhip in aſſembling : but to proucke one another to loue, and good 


workes, For this cauſe the Lord adioyned Aaron as an affiltant 
to Moſes, And. Chriſt ſent foorth his Diſciples by twoes, and 
twoes, that one might confirme and animate another in his 
meſſage, and feru'ces. So on the other fide, the ſocietic and 
fellonſhip of wicked perſons together, doth mutually whet 
one another ro mitchicte, and intice himto euill,as we ſaw by 
another finilicude of coales kindling coales, in the former 
Chaprer,veri at 


Verſe 18. 77h» ſokeepeth the fir: ree ſhall eate the fruit there= 


#f : ſo he that w.:iteth on his maſter ſhall be honoured. 


V Ho ſo keepeth the figtree] As.an husbandman watch- 


with 
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. with a diligent hand,raſteth of the fruite thereof, according to 
.theic kindes, whatſocuer they are : whether figges, or grapes, 
or apples,or pearcs,8c. So the ſeruant who is ſerviceable to 
his maſter,and attendant abour him,ifit be his office, or other= 
wiſe truſtic in the affaires committed ynto him, ſhall be honow- 
red.cither prefcrred toa better place, or ſo well prouided for 
in that wherein he continueth,as that he ſhall enioy the credie 
and commoditie of his painfulnes and faithfulnes, They that 


haue not houſes, or charges of their owne, in Read thereof | 


haue the buſineſle and matters of their goucrnours to looke 
ynto,and the well mannaging thereof in time may bring them 
to be maſters ouer others : or if it fall not out ſo;their condi- 
tion will be as comfortable in that place of ſeruice, and infe- 
rioritie,as if they were greater commanders, See chap. 22.29, 


Verſ.19. eAsin water face anſwerethface : fo the heart of 
894% 10 4 148, | 


drm looketh into water, or into a glaſſe, ſhall 
ſcethe figure,or ſhape ofa facc,in all points like voto 
his owne,of what faſhion, colour, or complexion ſocuer hee 
be : So the beart of a man anſwereth to a man, what minde, af- 
fecion,or diſpoſition is in one man,the ſame may be found in 
ſome other, which will rightly,or fitly accord with him in the 
ſame: there is ſcarce a man ynder heauen, which hath not one 
or other which doth not lively repreſent him, 

As for naturall inclination and defires : one man is giuen to 
cheerefulnes, ſo is another : one man giuento fadnes, ſoisan 
other : one man ſetrerh his delight vpon literature,and all his 
Kudie is how to be learned,fo doth another one man taketh 
pleaſure to bee a Merchant,and to aduenture his eſtate in traf- 
fick,ſo doth another : one man much 2ffeeth trauciling, and 
to ſce forren countries,fo doth anorher : one man addrefſſeth 
himſelfe to husbandry,and ro maivtaine his eftate by the com- 
'modities of the, caxth, ſo-dorh 2tiether ::one main loveth a 
.countrie life, and. hee hath yerghbours like minded :another 
would be a citizen, or courtier, and hee bath: ES arc 
-vhootue willing 
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willing to ioyne with him therein, And ſofor ſpiritual graces: 
this man is much delighted inthe word of God, his thoughes 


and meditations bee conſtantly in ir, that man is alſo ſo affe. 
Red,and his hearr is carried the ſame way :this man is deligh- 
ted with the fellowſhip and ſocierie of Chriſtians, and never 
ſo ioyous, as when he is in godly companie,and at holy con. 
ſecences, that mans comfort and felicitie is in the ſame: this 
mans heart is much broken and wounded with the ſight of his 
fines, and the Gght of Gods diſpleaſure, that man is no lefſe 
humbled inthe ſame manner, And this holdeth alſo in carnall 
corruptions : what finneris there that may not finde compa- 
nions and aſſociates jn all the yices whereunto hee is ſubie@? 
Je were (trange that a drunkard ſhould want a mate to giue 


. bim the meeting at the rauerne,or alehouſe: or a robber could 


get none to take his part at the taking of a purſe : or that a 
gameſter ſhould be growne finguler that no man ſhould de- 
light to play art tables, cards or dice, but bimſelfe, Aﬀew in- 
ſtances may ſuffice for great multitudes of all ſorts, And for 
natural! corruptionin the genera), derined from our fit pa- 
rents,and wherein euery one is. conceiued, all therein looke 
with one countenance,and haue one vizage : there was neuer 
any ſonne,or daughter of eAdam (Chrift onely excepted) but 
hath been disfigured by birth ſince : Aſoſes as well as Pharas, 
Danid 2s well as Saul, Paul as well as E lymay, Peter as well as 
Indas, that in this reſpeholdeth true rouching any one, and 
euery one, that 1be whole imagination of the thoughts of mans 
heart, only enill continualy, | 


Verſe 20. eAs the grane and defirultion are nexer full: ſo 


the eyes of a man are newer ſatisfied; 


S the graze and defiruttion are newer full, ] As there is 

none end of burials, & death tbut after one corps is bu- 
ried, another wil come ſhortly to the' ſame ſtare, indihe aue 
will conſume them,and all thatareurintoir,and bethilt rea- 
die(as it were) with a wide mouth es reeeiutntore *& thou} 
dearh, called here deflyuRtion (beetuſtir-doth/extinguilh th 


ynreaſo- 


Yerſe 21. Provaras. 46s 
ynreaſonable creatures, and bringeth the wicked jnto perdi- 
tion,and ſeemeth ynto ſenſe to be the finall ruine of the god. 
ly)dorh take away many millions; yer it is as hungrie after 
more,as if it had neuer fed yponany : So the eyes of a man are 
nener ſatisfied,the concupiſcence of them is infatiablezthough 
he ſee much, and haue much, yer iris nothing in compariſon 
of that which he defirethro ſee, and poſlefle : whether it be ri= 
ches, or honour, or whatfoener his heart moſt lafleth after; 
For there is no.contenrednes inſenſe, or worldlydefires: ac- 


cording as is ſaid in another place : The eye i not fatisfiedwith Ecclel.1,8, 


ſeeing nor the eare with hearing, And therefore the complaint 
of the Prophet againſt the proud Babylonian, and all others 
ofhis condition, is pertinent vnto this purpoſe; He hath in- 


larged bis deſire as the graue, and is ar death, and cannot be [a- Hab.1,s. 


tisfied: but gathereth vntos him all nations, and heapeth vnto 
him all people. 


Verſe 21, eAs the fining pot for the filner, and the fornace 
for gold: ſo is a man to hispraiſe. 


S the fluer is tried by the fining pot, and go/d by the for- 

nace,whether it be pure, orno : See chap.17.3.cuen ſo 
2 man is beſt judged by that praiſe which is giuen of him,whe- 
therit betrue,or no :For we are not to depend on other mens 
lips but ro examine the matter by our own knowledge,whe- 
ther the commendationrhat is given of vs be due vnto vs, and 
deſerued of ys: For as a man may flatter himſelfe by compari- 
ſonro iuſtifie his owne waies, becauſe they are not ſo bad as 
fome other mens : ſo he may alfo be illuded by teſtimonie gi- 
uen of him,to have himſelfein high admiration becauſe he is 
ſo well thought of, and ſpoken of, And therefore a rule like 
vntorhis of Sa/omons is given by the Apoſtle Paul; bur with 


more plainnes, Let enery man prone his owne wore, andiben he Gal.4.s, 


hall bane reiocing in hrmſetft only and not in another : Forma- 
nyflarcerers ſpeake nor 2s they thinke, bur as they ſee it moſt 
atuanrageous for their owne turnes,andtherforemoſt hi 
lyexwll theynworthicft perfots; as Terrulles did? Felix: 


corrupt 
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466 | Provaennss. Chap.27. 
corrupe gouernour, Againe, many teflific ont of theirloue, 
and hope that tobe true which they ſay, but not out of their 
knowledge,they arc not ſurethat which they ſay is true ;zand 
therefore a man next ynto God is of all others the fitteſt to 
paſſe ſentence vpon himſelfe.Men'be not ſo fouliſh,if they bee 
poore,and in great penurie,to belecue them which ſhall mag- 
nifie their wealth, and praiſe their great plentie : nor a licke 
' man ſecling his corments,and weakeneſſes, will affent vn- 
to him that ſhall commend his healchfulneſſe,and ſound con- 
ſicution of body ; and why then ſhould we ſuffer our iclues to 
be mifinformed touching our aRions and waies, andthe ſtate 
of our ſoulcs? 


Verſ.22. Though thou ſhonldeſt bray a ſeole in a morter «- 
mong wheate with 4 peſtell, yet will not ha faoliſhneſſe depart 


from bim, 


(pam thox ſhouldeft bray,) One kind of grinding which 
peopleyſedin old time, wasto put their parched' corne 
into a morter,and to beate it vnto powder : vnto this cuſtome 
Salomon alludeth in this place, infinuating that no' ſenerity 
will amendan obſtinate wicked man : for it is as much as if he 
| ſhould have faid; Although thou ſhouldeſttake neuer ſo great 
paines in reprouing, or correting a deſperate foole, and the 
iudgements and plagues ofthe Lord be never ſo heauic ypon 
him, yet his fooliſhneſſe will net depart from bim, heeis ſo vn- 
curable,thache will not forſake his fins, nor amend his faults, 
the hardnefſe of his heart is ſuch, that no Rtrokes or calamities 
will do him good. The graines of corne, though much hard- 
ned by i or drying, yer athe laſt wil be broken with 
« peſtell, and turned into foft meale ; but his obſtinacie and 
wilfulnefſe will never bee overcome ; becauſe he is yncapable 
of graces, and no miſerics of themſclues wirhout grace will 
cure {inne, And therefore /eremieh complaining of fuch per- 
uerſc and obftinate rebels, faith ; O Lord,are not thine ejes vp- 
os the truth ? thou haft ftricken them, but they hane not grie- 
wed; then be#t conſumed bem, but they bawe refuſed corretts- 

_ —_ 


Ferſe 23» ProvaRBs. 467 
on ; they haue made their faces harder then a rocke,they hane re- 
fuſed to returne, For ſmart, and griefe, and all kind of wofull 
calamities fall onely vpon the (enſes, bur enter not into the 
hearts of ſuch impenirent perſons; and the divell which hath 
them 1n his powes,neither feelech the firokes which they ſuf- 
fer,nor hathany commileration oftheir miſery ; and therefore 
valeſle che peltell could knocke him on the head, and expell 
his forces,it can doe no good vnto their ſoule, 


Verſe 23. Bee thou diligent to looke well to thy flockes, and 
know the ſtate of thy heards, 


N his verſe he beginneth to perſwade men to be prouident 


for their eſtare, and nor ſlacke to ſuperuiſe and ouerſce their 


owne affaires,and to look that there be no detriment through 
their negligence in their commodities, where their princi- 
pall maintenance doth conhiſt ; and perticularizerth in the duty 
ofthe grafier,or ſuch asliue by catrell, as a paterne forall o- 
ther trades,or vocations, Bee tho diligent to looke well tothy 
flackes,] Conſider daily, or as often as is fit, the conditionof 
thy ſheepe, oxen, and other catrell : looke to the number of 
them, leſt any be ftollen,dead,or loſt : ſee how they bee proui- 
ded for with graſſe, fodder, or water, that they periſh not 
through want : looke well to it, and-rhat with thine owne 
eye,that thcir paſture be ſafe and wholeſome, not ſuch as will 
breed a murren,orrot : take good notice how they are hand- 
led, or drefſed, that they bee not anoyed with maladies, or 
burrfull difcaſes : for men are not ſoto paſſe ofier theireſtate 
to the care of others, as not ſooften as is needfullto take a 


view of it themſclues, Boaz, rhough hee were a grear man, Ruth.3.7, 


yet was not aſhamed to bee among his reapers, and harueſt 
men, and at the threſhing time to bee in the floore all 
night, For by this prouidence they ſhall preſerue their ſtate 
from ruine and decay : and deterre their ſeruants and agents 
from careleſnefle, and affiſt them with direRion and encou- 
ragement, 


Verſ.24. 
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468 Prxovenss. Chad. 27. 
Verſ. 24 For riches remaine not alway ,nor the crowne from 
generation to generation, 


E enforceth his precedent exhortation by two argu- 
opt former fromthe perill that may grow from 
improuidence and remiſnefſe, and that is penurie and want, 
This is not mentioned at all in exprefle tearmes, but is necefla. 
rily vnderſtood,and intended; as it appcareth by the words of 
this verſe; for they are a preuention of an objeCion that might 
be made againſt the former precept. Our meanes are ſo good, 
and our fortunes ſo great,that we need not trouble our ſelues 
with oucifight of our cattell,or bufineſſe: though wee ſhould 
ſultaine lofle by their vofaithfulnefſe, whom we truſt in our af- 
faires,we can well beare it, we have enough, Now this hee ta- 
kethaway, by ſhewing the inſtability, or caſualtie of wealth, 
ſaying, Riches remaine not alway: and that he doth amplific b 
a compariſon taken frouhe greater: Princes eſtates (which he 
meaneth by the name of crowne Jare rot yerpetuall, much lefle 
is the wealth of inferiours: as if he ſheuld iny, Doſt thou think 
that thy goods are ſo entailed ypon thee, that they are not ali- 
enable,or cannot goe from tice? thou art much deceiued ſo 
to deeme: for they are brittle, aiid flitting,though they be ne- 
uer ſo great-and glorious, What treaſure inthe world, bee it 
neuer {oroyall, or princely, which ſhall endure for euer? and 
not be exhauſtedin the end, vnleflce it bee maintained by care 
and diligence? and therefore looke well ynto thy things thy 
ſclfe,and reſt not ſlothfully in mans labour, 


Verſ. 25. The hay diſcoxereth it ſelfe, and the graſſe appea- 
reth,and the hearbes of the mouz1taines are gachered, 

26. The Lambes are for thy clothing, ad che goates are 4 
price of the field. 
* 27. And let the milie of thy goates be fufficient for the food 
of thy family,and ſuſienence of thy maides. 


== ſecond argumentis fromthe commoditie which hee 
ſhall reape by obſeruing his counſell, applying himſelfe 
well 


02 PEARS? > 450d 
of 


Perſe 25.26.27« PrROvaR3s 469 
well to husband his matters, and to prouidethathis eſtate bee 
well ordered; and that is food for his beaſts and cattell, in the 
firſt of theſe three yerſes : and ſecondly, for the maintenance 
of himſelfe,and his familie,in the two laſt : the hay diſconereth 
it ſelfe, when it is meer and readie for carriage, andinning,anvd 
the graſſe appeareth, ſpringeth plentiſully our of the earth, and 
the hearb:s of the monntaines, the graſle, or other fodder that 
the mountaines yeeld, are gathered, cut downe, brought in, 
and layed vp,that they may be food and nouriſhment tor the 
cattell: he ſpeaketh thus of the fiituation of that land, where- 
inthere were a multitude of mountaines, which had things 
growing vpon them very vſefull,and all this commeth by the 
bleſſing of God, for the benefit of men, and catrell, according 


rothe ſaying of the Prophet: Hee cauſeth the earth to bring pry (Qu a: 


forth graſſe for the beafts,and hearbe for the uſe of man,that he 
may bring forth bread out of the earth.The lambs are for thy clo« 
thing, the good which himſelfe and his family ſhall receiue by 
his hecdfull regard of his flocke,and heards,is firſt for apparel, 
the lambes, that is, the wool! and fleece of the lambes and 
ſhcepe,/hall be for thy clothing,wherewith both thou and thine 
ſhall be warmely,and comely clad. Secondly, for money, the 
hee goates,the male goates,and ſuch like cattell as may well de 
ſoared, being ſold, will bring thee money, not onely to the 
price of thy field, thatis, the rent of the ground wherein they 
goe, if thou rent or hire the ſame of other men; or toyeeld 
thee ſo much as another would giue for it, ifir be thine owne: 
and thereby thou ſhalt bee inabled to enlarge thy poſſeſſions, 
or make thee a purchaſer of lands, Thirdly,for food and ſufte= 
nance,the goates milke ſhall be ſufficient for the food of thy honſ= 
hald,and maintenance of thy maides,that is to ſay,the ſhe goats, 
the ewes,and the kine will giue thee ſuch abundance of milke, 
as will ſuſtaine thee, thy wife, and thy children, and thy fer- 
uants,both men and maides. So that beſide other prouifion 
which thou maitt make with thy money, thy ſelfe, and thy 
houſhold may have butter and cheeſe enough,and other good 
vic of milke,of thine owne flocke. This in thoſe dajes was ac- 
counted good cheere for men of worth jathat goodly coun- 
trey, 


OI > 2. - Fa . Y —_= « .- 
Nt NE Ot RES I I A AY AY te VE pers re et ee" emmy BE. A FEET I res LEH I 
—  — - pH 4 techs = —owwewownen Inno ee In I ——_— r= 
-, - — n _ - "I : > 
2.6 > + 
ITN - _ 


—_ 


Nm IS I cr > - LyJerD 


—_—__ a — 9” cog | marr Cy X 
— bs 2s - OC oe ae A nate cRNA AIN 0.104 APART Bo & 6 


Deut, 33.14. 


Gen,49.12, 


Job 15.20. 


470 PROVERBS, Chap.28, 
eric, which Godin kindnefſe promiſed, and out of his bountie 
performed; for which eucry godly man hath cauſe to bee 
thankfull, and of which euery ary br man is altogether yn. 
worthie; and therefore hee doth vpbraid his rebellious and 
wicked enemies, though opulent anwealthie, with that fa- 
uour which in this kind,among other benefits, he had ſhewen 
vnto them, ſaying ; Butter of kine, and milke of ſheepe, with fat 
of lambes and rammes fed in Baſhan, and goates with the fat of 
wheate, andred liconr of the grape haft thou drunke, And as 
this is ſpoken againſtthe wicked in way of exprobration: ſo a 
bleſſing is pronounced by /acob, to the poſterity of Iudah, 
whom God would be bountifull vnto, in this manner ; Hs 
eyes frallbered with wine,and his teeth white with milke, 


CHna PTE Re "XXVIIL 


| —  — —— 


Verſ.1.The wicked flee when none purſue : but the righteous 
are bold as a Lioy, 


f He wicked flee, | Are chaſed and hunted with 
feare : for though their feer ſtand ſtill, yet their 
A, hearts are continually in flight, when noxe pur- 
8 >$y ſueth, when no man followeth matter agzivit 
Re them. It is a fimilitude taken from cowardly 
ſouldiers, who betake themſclues to their heeles ar the ſound 
of the trumpet, or drumme, and at the ſight of the enemies 
weapon, before they be affailed :for the guiltic perſon afterhe 
hath committed ſome abominable fa; as theft, murther, or 
ſome other crime,imagineth that ſome lie in wait for him,and 
that hee ſhall ſurely bee taken: for the bolder any man is to 
commit finne,the lefle courage he hath when his conſcience is 
awakened,and there be any likelihood of danger : The wicked 
(faith Eliphaz) © continually as one that traxelleth with child, 
and the number of yeeres is hidden from the tyrant ,a ſound of 


fFeare is in his eares,and in his proſperity ſhall the detroyer come 


Upon 


Verſe te” Proynas: 471 
vpon bins. For though no man purſue him, yer the guilt of bis 
conſciencedoth ; as did that bloodie Kain; anu the pighteous 
curſe of Gods law maketh after chem with all ſpeed, cucn that 
which is thus threatned in Leviticus : ] wil ſend a cowerdlines. 
»pon thers mthe land of their enemie, and the ſound of a ſhaken 
leafe jhallcbaſe them : they [tall flee as fleeing from the ſword,and 
ſhall fallmhen nonepwar ſueth, Now if, they bee brought to this 
plight with-imaginarie- perils; ;and onely as yer affaulced with 
their owne thoughts 3 what will they,dace when troubles and 
plagues,ſuch as carrie ſtiogs intheirmourhes,ſhall inuade and 
ſerypon them? When their hearts ſhall heare their fins com» 
plaining againſtthem,and Gods iuftice decreging puniſhment 
forthem ; men.inthis caſe /ſaiah ſpeakerh of, andbringerh in 
horribly terrified, ſaying ; The fnyers in Sion are afraid,afeare 


is come vpon the bypocrnes : who among vs ſhall, dwell ith the 
denonring fire ? who among vs ſhall dwellwith the enerlaiting - 


burning ? , But the righteoug,who is at peace with God, an 
hath a good cauſe witha good conſcience,,is not fo, timerous, 
and full of cowardnefle as: the wicked; but couragious anc 
dreadlefſe;norwithianding all the malice, might, andcraft of 
wicked men, which ſet rheinſelues againſt them, neither can 
any other accidents or occurrents diſmaje or dauntthem. Hee 


will not be afraid of euilltidiugs,bis heart is fixed and beleeaerh Plal ita, 7.8, 


in the Lord : hys heart 15 .eFabliſhed-; bee will not feare vntill hee 
ſee his deſire vpon his enemies, Andthis confidence and bold» 
neſle is ſer forth by the compariſon of the equall, he is like yn- 
to a Lior, who is thus deſcribed by the Lord bimſclfe : As rhe 


Leuit.26,36. 


Liojgor Lions whelpe roareth on the prey,againit whom if a mul- 121, 31.3, 


titude of ſhepheards be called bewill not be aſraidat their voice, 


neither humble himſelfe at their noyſe : ſo ſpall the Lord of Tob 11.18, 
boits,cc. Grace therefereis the foundation of a good cou- Plal.gr, 


rage; for he that is endued therewith, is perſwaded of the ve- 


rity of Gods promiſes, with the ſufficiencie of his. power, and 
harh aſuce apprehenfon bath of his preſence and goodnelle, 
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= Verſ.2; For the tranſpreſſion of «land, there ave any 


Pxovenss. 


Chap.28. 


iN 
"621 thereef: but by a mas of vnder/tinedling and r= i 


ſhall be prolonged: © S 


Þ5%: the tranſgreſſion of a land]For the fins which the peo- 
ple inhabiting the land doe commit, not the wickednes of 
ſoc few private perſons, bur the generall iniquitie of 'a na- 
tion,or Rate, there are many Princes, oftenchanges ofthe ru- 
ters and gouernours thereof, many Kings,or other head Ma- 
giltrates,ina ſhort time ſucceedivg one another, by meanes of 
the death of the predecefſors: For the ſinnes of thepeople tend 


. to thehirtoftheRuler : / i you doe wickedly (faith:Samwel ) ye 


fall periſb,both 5x and your King. And for this cauſethe great 
gebellions of ludah, both of the Prieſts,and Prophets,and peo- 
ple, ſhorrned the life of /ofiab :Pharao Nees could not haue 
couched him, if the iniquitic of his ſubjeQs had not expoſed 
Him into his hands,”The Magiſtrate is the hed, arid the peo- 
ple arc the ſtomack; and what cauſeththe head ro ake ſo much 
*as the diſtemper-and ficknes of the. Nomacke ? Hee is a ſhep- 
-heard,and they are the ſhicepe, and: men doe viſually put away 
their ſhepheards, or fer them to ſome other. worke, when all 


| their ſheepe are rotten. Bur by « may of vnderſtanding, and 


Rrow/edge,it ſhall be prolonged. In this latter parc of the verſe 
he doth intimate, that as the corruptions and iniquitie of the 
people do cauſe the remoueall of their Princes: ſo the change 
of Princes is hurtfull, and dangerous to the-Rate of the king- 
dome, not onely for that by this meanes there are new officers 
placed, rew tributes. impoſed}, and many'akerations in'the 
Nate : but perill of ſeditions, ſtirres,and tumults, whereby both 
kingdomes and common-wealths are ſubuerted and browght 
toanend: andrhe cauſerhereof he oppoſethto the contrarie: 
For hee ſerteth the wiſedore and knowledge of # good man 
(meaning of 'good men; purting/thefinguler numberfor the 
plurall by a Syzecdoche,with the fruites thereof, which is obe- 


-<lienceynto God) to the-rebellion of a land: and che. conti- 


- QUANCE 


\ 


Yerſt 3. Paovennzs. 473 
nuance of Kings and kingdome, vnto the frequent mutations 
of Kings,and deftruQtion of a realme. So thatthe oppoſition 
ſtandeth thus : For the tranſgreſſion of a land, and fooliſhnes 
of men, the Princes dye faſt, and the whole kingdome is not 
like to continue: bur by the obedience of a land, and men of 
wiſedome, Princes liue long,and the kingdome is like to bee 
ſurely eſtabliſhed, 


Verſ.3. eA poore man if he oppreſſe the poore,ts like a raging 
raine that leaueth no foode. 
Ax 14: if hee oppreſſe the poore,] Either by fraude, ar 
force,by bargaining or ſycophancie,and falſe calumnia« 
tions,by extreame purſuite of aions,or aduantages,or by a- 
ny other meanes, 5 /iks 4 ſweepmyg raine,like toſtormes that 
leaxe no foode,for men,or cattell tolive on:For euen as a great 
tempett doth make land-floods, and inundations of waters, 
ſweeping away,and choaking the corne,and beareth the fruite 
off from the trees, andcauſeth a dearthFlo a mercilefle poore 
man reſting andextorting from others in necefſirythar lictle 
which'they haue; doth bring them to extreame wantand pe« 
nurie, Vnconſcionable poore men therefore are as violent (if 
their power ſeruec heme; the rich and wealthie, A Sparrow 
haulkeis as greedie ofhis prey as an Eagle,and a Wolfe as'ra- 
uenous'as a Lion: the ſeruanr that had bur an hundred pence 
owing vnro him, was more rigorcus and mercilefle, then his 
maſter that had a thouſand tallents due ynto him, If all Magi- 
firares ſhould bee as boyſtcrous to their inferiours,as many 
baſe maſters are to their apprentices, their yoke would be too 
heauie for the people to beare : neither are better thingsto be 
expeRted at vngodly poore mens hands,thenfrom:thoſerhat 
are richer: for there is the ſame nature in all : and Jeremiah 
faich,that che leaſt are ginen to conetonſnes as well us the grea- 
ref,*And greatmen are lefle-pricked forward to iniuſtice by 
penurie and want, then theſe needie.creatures and: 
cible paſs : ſmall things will doe rich men nogoodralt ir 
fiſh that comineth to the ner with the hunger-ſtarued, u1 
Ii 3 miſerable 


Rom.1.3t. 


Nuwb.1 6.4k, | 
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miſerable beggers, they-meere with nothing which\will-not 
ſerue their curnes, There-is hope,or arleaſta poſſibilitie, that 
that whichis taken away by men of wealth, & ſubliance, may 
be reſtored againe by mediation of friends, or by ſaluing of 
credit;orby ſome other mcanes,or for ſome other cauſes: bur 
that which theſe hungrie abiects get into their clutches, is as 
ſoone ſwallowed as fingered, neither care of credit will moe 
them, nor their abilitic will affoord them to moeke reſtitu- 
tion, | 


Verſe 4. They that forſake the Lew praiſe the Wicked : bus 
they that keepe the law contend with them. | 


= that forſake the lam,} They that finfully: live in the 
:& breach of Gods holy law;and tranſgreſhowof his Com- 
mandements,and make their owne fleſhly reaſon,and ſenſuall 
luſts,the rule and ſquare of their life, prezſe rhe wicked, giue in-- 
couragement vntothem, ſtudie to finde out matter to com- 
mend/inthem, and for the ſame to. giue good reftimonie of 
them, thatthey-haue euermore fomewhat, in a readinefle to 
« 6 in their behalfe; either co grace their pexſon, oriuflific 
their faults : for euery man will moſt readily Rand for them 
which be moft like vato them. As S.Paw/reckoning-vp many 
foule.offences,ſaith,7 hey doe wot only the ſame,bus fanour thew 
that doe them. Andrthe rebellious Hraclitesin theiwilderneſle, 
afterthey heard Moſes and Aaron to convince Coreh, Dathar 


.and- Abiram of notable preſumprion and arrogancie : after 


that they {aw the Lord to execute a remarkable/puniſhment 
vyponthem, yet quarreled agaiul} Zſofes and Aaron,in the de- 
febceof thoſeexecrable,men:and-their eomplices; ſaying, 7e 
baze killed the peaple of the Lord, This-is:4i ſure.yvote of cuill, 
when: men haue eucrmiore-a-good word ready for an 'euill 
doer, arid by crediting finne ig: others, that they ſhould haue 
no blemiſh'for itcheyſecke to abokfhabe diſgrace from their 
owneforgier wickednes,and-hepe-with lefſe reproch and con- 
ttalemene comake a way for new: but theyithat keope rhe law, 
which addiR ehemſclues with-all their might to keepe Gods 

1 | | comman- 
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commandements, and with due care and conſcience obſcrue, 
and obey them;covtend with them, doe not onely diſcounte= 
nance,-and-difpraiſe, but as much as they can oppoſe them= 
ſeluesagainſtthem, 8&refift them, notwithſtanding it be with 
ſome conflict and trouble vato themfclues : For it is rhe 'proe 


ertic and ſure marke of a good man,not only toforbeare euil - 


chemſclues, but to (top and crofic others that doe praRtiſe itz 
and this they doe in zeale to God,and in haired to finne com» 
mittedagainſt him: as the Prophet profeſſeth, ſaying, / hate 
them that hate thee, and earne{ily contend with them that riſe 
vp againſt thee, And by this they keepe themſelues from be- 
ing guiltic of other mens faulrs,and inas much as inthem is, 
further che offenders to repentance, X10 


Verſ.5. Enillmen vnderſfand not indgement : but they that 
feare the Lord underſtand all things. 


Fi, men| Men giuen ouerto impictic and wickednes, v#- 
deritand rot indgement,albeit there be ſomelightin them, 
which is aftera fort inforced.vpon them, by the brightnes of 
Gods word, and ordinances, by the ſpeeches and communi=- 
cations of good men, which live among them, and by the ma- 
nifeſtation of Gods glorie in his workes ; yet it ſerueth onely 
to make them inexcuſable, bur not to-procure their ſaluation, 
norco. diretthem intheir behaviour: they.are alway fo blin- 
ded with naturall ignorance;and malice;that both Chrift and 
| his word are a mytterie, wherewith their hearts are vnac- 
quainced,though they be familiar to rheir earesto heare the, 
and totheir tongues to talke of them : they neither ſee what 


d - 


is to be beloued,nor rightly apprehend whatis tobe done,cr- 


ther generally in all forts of aQions, or particularly in the 


 courte of their callings, and offices: For neither are they meet 
veſſels to receiue the licour of diuine wiſedome, neither haye 


they any defire, or are induſtrious for to obraine it : bur-they 


that ſeeke the Lord, they that ſeeke the Lord in his word, and 

by prayer,to the intentrodoe him ſeruice, frel[wnderitund all 

things ,zuhich are nccdfullfor their faluation;and-diſcharge -n 
ee HBO _ Ii 3 et 
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the duties of their callings, For all godly men-are acquainced 
withGod holy wil, fo farre as.is.neceflarie-for them: for as 
much as the ſecret of the Lord « rewciled to them that ſeek hims, 
aud his conenant to gine them underifanding : For neither will 
the holie Spirit faile to informe them, neither will they neg- 


. learo inquireof him, nor to vſe their ynderftanding fruitful- 


ly when they haue it, 


Verſ.6, Better 4 the poore that walketh in his vprightues, 
then he that pernerteth his waies, though be be rich, See chap» 
ter 19.1. 

Verſ.7. He that keepeth the law i awiſe ſonne : but he that ts 
4 compunion to glnttons ſhameth bs father. 


HE that keepeth the [law] That young man which applicth 
. Lbimſelfe to ſuch godly and vertuous behauiour, as the 
word of God: doth teach, and preſcribe him,z a Wiſe ſoxxe, 
ſheweth his wiſedome, yertue, and vnderſtanding,not only in 
ordering his waies as a Chriftian ; but in yeelding loyaltic to 
his parchrs, as a dutifull childe. Bat hee that is companion to 
guttons.both incompanie keeping,and luxurie,andrior, ſha- 
meth bu father;is a blemiſh vaco him, and giueth aduantage 
and occaſion, whereby of ſome hee is taxed and cenſured; be- 
fides that ſeeing him come to. extreame pouertie, or puniſh- 
ment, hee cannot but bluſh, and. hang downe his head with: 
ſhame and ſorrow. The ſenſe-and oppoſition goeth thus : He 
that keepeth the law, and refraineth the companie of diſſo[ute 
perſons,ts a wiſe ſonne,and acredit ynto his-parents : but hee 
that breaketh'the law, and is 4 companion to gluttons, is a foo- 
liſh, fonne,and-diſhonoureth his parents. 


Verſ#: He char by wſuric and unixth gaine encreafeth bis 
ſubſtance,gatheretbrhem for. him that will bee mercifwll tothe 


peore.. 


= E that by wſuricand onint dealing, hes] Which either 
| 7; ner nontabnmers his tocke; 'orcftare by-ynlawfull: 
| $-39 meanes: 
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meanes :'for ynder theſe fo oft by name condemned in the 
word, nar yp all othersof whatſocuer ſort they 
be, gathereth them, though much contrary to his purpoſe, 
thought, or will, for hins that will be merciful to the poore, 
which both compaſſionately affeReth, and liberally is handed 
towards them which arc in neceſſity : Tr is as if he ſhould haue 
faid, the Lord doth appoint that the goods which diuers 
vſurers haue wickedly compaſſed, ſhall be raken from him, or 
his,and come ifto a —_ mans hand, who will giuethe poore 
that which was before yaiuftly taken, either from them or 
their brethren : for that which wicked menill come by,is ma- 
ny times left for the godly to vie well. See chap. 13.22. 
dof. 2. 


Vetſ. 9. He that tarneth away bis eare from hearing the law, 
enen his prayer ſhallbe abominable. 


HE that twrneth away his eare,)Not he who through frail- 
ty,iffirmicy,ortentation hath ſometimes his heart inter= 
rupted at the hearing ofthe word, and hath attention, and fo 
his affe ion blunted ; or by the rebellion of naturall corrupti- 
on reſiſting the ſpirit of God, doth now and then faile to obey 
the counſels or precepts of the word; bur which witringly, 
willingly, with obftinacie and contempr reiefeth the com- 
mandements of God,and knowledge of his will, which deſpi- 
ſeth the ordinances of God, and refuſethro bee inftrufed by 
his miniſtery,enerbrs prayer, and thankſgiving, and all other 
his ſervices eſpecially in his calamites that would come ypon 
him, when'for miſery he ſhall hee compelled to crie, ſhallbee 
#boyinable, odious to the Lord, and ſuch as he will repell, and 
rather plague him for, then hearken vnto him#and accept: ſo 
thar the beſt refuge which vngodly men have for their ſoules, 
cuentheir goodprayers which'theytruft ſomuch vnto, will 
faile the ar their need: and it andeth with equitie,& he deth 
but returne them their 6wne meaſure : according te his com- 
plaineof chern, and rhreatning apainft them : Tea they refuſed 
£6 hearken,andplacked away Go frontier an foppedtheir _ 
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that thty ſhould net heare : yea they made their hearts as an ada. 
mavut ſione that they ſhauld not heave the law, and the words 
whichthe Lord.of hoſts ſpake by bis former Prophets : therefore 
came great wrath from the Lord..of hoſts : therefore it came to 

Ia.7.11,13.13, paſſe that as he cried,and they would wot heare'; ſo they ſhall crie 
ar.d ' will not heare, ſath the Lord. They themſclues are exe- 
crable and loathſome,and then how can the prayers, the ber. 
rics of {uch manner oft brambles be eſteemed any better? they 
ae not preſented to God by Chriſt, nor oftered by them in 
faith; and therefore God cannot take notice of them other- 
wiſe then in detefiation,and indignation. 


Verl. 10.77 ho fo canſ:rh the righteous to goe aitray in an enil 
way, hee ſhall fall h:wfclfe into his pit : but the righteous ſhall 
bane good things :n poſſeſſion. 


VV TTo fo canſeth, |] Endeauoureth by attempr, or for a 


Y- tiwe,orin a partſucceedeth to cauſe the righteous to 
goe afiray by an enill way, in the way of finne which is cuill for 
rhe matter of it, and for effec of it, that it bringerh euil], and 
plagues ro thoſe that wander in it, ſhall falintohis owne pit, 
ſhall nor onely.loſe his labour in ſecking to corrupt another; 
but ſhall through Gods iudgement fall into the danger that 
hee hoped ro.draw the juſt into :.as Balaam did in laying a 
ſtumbiirig biocke before the children of Iſrael, by teaching 
the Moabites to allure them to that filthie and idolatrous feaſt 
of Baal Peor : for it is turned into his ruine, and deſtruction : 
for he was therefore ſlaine in a ſhorttime after, All this is an 
allegorie wherein he alludeth ro hunters, who vſe ſtratagems 
co induce the beaſts whichthey hauc in chaſe to the way that 
leadeth into the pit which they haue digged, and coueredto 
take him, who being fallen thereinto, is17 their power to doe 
what they will with. Sce chap. 26.27. But the righteous, the 
vnhappie cuent of theſe riicir practiles, and their i]I ſuccefle 
thercin,is ainplified by.chc corrary, the ſafety and happineſle 
ef thoſe whom they layed waite for to peruert, /ball hawe good 
vbings ix poſſeſſion, The rightcous ſball bce preſerued from ſuch 

+ | | allyl. 


Ferſe tt, Provnrs. 49 
a fall as they doe expeR,and enioy that happinefſewhich chey 
doemaligne : for it is impotlible for him that is vprightto bee | 
drawnefrom God by ſeducers : election will hold him faſt, — 
and the ſpirit of God will not ſufter him tp bee overcome, or **** I 
loſt : neither may the promiſes of God, made vnto him for the x.loh.2.27:; 
enioyment of al! good things, be void or fruſtrate, ;.$ 


Verſ. 11. The rich man is wiſe in his owne conceit, but the 
poore that hath underſtanding can try bim, 


He rich man is wiſe in his owne conceit, | Hee that hath 
greatſubſtance,and little grace, hath an opinion of him- 
ſelfe,that he is of great vnderſtanding,iudgement, and policy, 
though he bee never ſo abſurd, fimple, and fooliſh; becaule 
wealth is a great meanes to puffe vp the heart,and make a man 
proud. And therefore Saint Paul requireth Timothy to lay a x.Tim16.17: 
great charge onrich men,thar they be n#t high minded, Exe 
chiel bringeth the opulent and wealthie Priace of Tyrus vpon 
the ſtage, and ſheweth himvnto the world, acting a part for 
this purpole,ſaying ; /am 4 God, I ſit in the ſeat of God in the 
miadeft of the ſea, yea thou art but a man, andnot a God, and 
though thou diddeFt thinke in thine heart thou was equal with 
Goa : Behold thou art wiſer then Daniel, there ts no ſecret that Ezech.28.3.3:4 
they can hide from thee. With thy wiſedome and vnder/tandmg 
thou ha#t gotten thee r1ches,and thine heart us lifted vp becauſe 
of thy riches, And why is this ? but becauſe they are ignorant, 
they know nor,or conſider not that it was God which gaue, 
and notthcir owne wit which gotthem this abundance :and 
becauſe they carrie matters by power, they deeme that they 
order and manage them by pojicic;z and becauſe no man dares 
rebuke them,they rhinke their waies fo ballanced with diſcres 
tion,as that they are vnrebukeable, And becauſe many flatre» 
rers giue them high commendation,they im1 gine that there is 
as much inthemſelves,as rhey can deviſe ro commend : bur the 
poore that hath vnderftandivg can ſearch him out,but ri gods 
Iy poore man who knoweth theword,and 15 induced with dife 
cxetion, will fo. ſearch and find the rxch man our, .that hee will - 
| diſcerne, 
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diſcerne, (and if needrequire,) declare himro be either an ig- 
norant or wicked perſon, as may appeare inthe blind mans 
conference with the Phariſees. And this commeth to paſſe be. 
cauſe he ſearcheth ipro Gods word,to know his will, andinto 


- his owne heart, to know the ſtate thereof; and therefore can 


eafily take another tripping, which isalcogether a ſtranger yn- 
to Gods will,and the Rate ofhis owne ſoule, 


Verſ.1 2. hen the righteous reioyee there is glory : but when 
the wicked riſe,the man is ſought for, 


Vic the righteous rejoyce,| When good men are ex- 


alted to dignitie and honour, and have authority pur 

in their hands, and ſo reioycein the fauour an& mercy of God 
thus bleſſing them: and (hee argueththe cauſe by the effeR ) 
the inferiours are enriched, and adorned with many orna- 
ments,both the publike Rateof the nationis much honoured 
with power and ſafety, and priuate mens perticular eflates are 
prouided for,and bleſſed with all good proſperity, by meanes 
of their juſtice, and ypright dealing, and care to doe goodto 
their countrje.See chap.1 1. verſ. 10. and 11, bat when the wic- 
ked riſe, to authority, credit, and greatnes in the Common- 
wealth, the man is ſought out, fearched forto bee oppreſſed 
and made aprey: the meaning is, that when wicked metare 
alofr,the people whichare not ſo bad as themfelues, can nei- 
ther haue ſafety fromtheir perſons,nor poſſeffions ; but cirher 
by fraud, or by force, themſclues, and the ſecreteſt things 
which they haue are ſearched out,and looked ynto, that they 
may bea bootie to the vngodly, It falleth our many times,and 
in diuers countries,that when their owne brethren beare not 
rale,as it did in Ifracl, whenthe ftrangers the Midianites had 
inuaded the land, that that which was not cloſely hidden, 
could not be kept ont of the clutches and clawes of thoſe ra- 
uenous-cormorants : and chereforeit was faidof Gedeon, that 
he was threſhing wheate to hide it from the Midianiter, This 
was moſt cleere executed in Febabs time, when hee _ a- 
bourcucry where for the Prophets of God, atid in ſpeciall 
manner 
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mannerfor Eli«b, to put both him and thereſt to the ſword, 
The ſenſe isthis, when righteous men flouriſh, and are in av- 
thoritie, chere is | 0g equity vſcd; and therefore great glorie, 
and welfare io the people: but when the wicked are ſetvp, 
there is great tyrannic and oppreſſion, and therefore great ca- 
lamitic and mileric. 


Verſ, 13. He that conereth bis finnes ſhall not proſper ;but- 
who ſo confeſſeth and ferſaketh them ſhall find mercy. 


HE that conerethhis ſinnes, ] Either by denying that evill 
which hee hath done,or extenuating of it, or by negle- 
Qing to acknowledge it ro the Lord with godly griefe and 
forrow, or by liuing Rtill in it,and continuing therein impeni-- 
rently, ſhall not proſper, ſhall nor eſcape all plagues and iudge 
ments, bur ſhall feele the curſes of God one way orother 
ſcazing ypon him; either ftrokes ſhall come ypon his bodie, 
and fill him withtorment ; or his naughtineſle ſhall bee dere-= 
Red,and ſo bring reproch vpon his name; and his eſtate ſhall 
be auerturned, & neceffity ouertake him; or hischildren and 
poſterity ſhall be plagued and ouerthrowne ; or his ſoule bee 
purſued with horrours and feares; or death with a yenomous 
ſting ſhall ſlay him, and ſo damnation, and finall deftrution 
prey vpon him for cuermore : but he that confeſſeth,vnfainedly 
with Chriftian remorſe and contririon, and as fully as he can, 
before God,if they bee fecter,or before men,if they bee pub- 
like and open, awd forſaterh them, as much as hee can by reſi« 
King ofthem,praying and ſtriving againſt them, and ſeeking 
all meanes of helpe by Gods word,and mens admonitions and 
counſels to-vanquiſh and ſubdue them, ſhall find mercy, ſhall 
be pardoned, juſtified, fanRified, and inthe world to come e- 
uerlaſtingly glorified : he ſhall bee delivered from the guilt of 
them; hee ſhall bee ſaued from the puniſhment of them; bee- 
| ſhallbee affifted againſt the violence and power of them; and © 
his outward man,and his inward man, his ſoule and his bodie 
ſhall bepreſerued fromche venome and poyſon of them :for 
confeſſion offinne is neceflatie for the comfort of GL lob 31.33; 
p 3 , or 


i 4:77. 
\ , 


; for hereby we giue glory to God; as /oſhna perfwaded Achas 
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todoe: and bereby we helpe our hearts to beethe more peni- 
tent,and the better humbled for them. The oppoſition 1s: He 
that hideth his ſinne, Dy retuling to confeſſe and forſake them, 
{hall finde no mercie,and cherctore ſhallnot proſper; but hee 
that layeth open bs finne by confefſhon, andreieRion of them, 
ſhall finde mercy, and therefore proſper. 


Verſ.14. Happie is the man that feareth alway ; but hee that 
hardneth his heart ſhall fall into miſchiefe. 


Appie i tbe man,] For Gods fauour,and all comfortable 

effeRs thereof, both preſent and future, both cemporall 
and cuerlatting ; for enioyment ot all goodneflr,and freedome 
from all miſchiefe, which fearerh, with reuerecnce and godly 
awe to offend the Lord by breaking his commandements, or 
having faulred,rolic ſecurely in his finnes without ſpeedic hu- 
miliation and repentance,a/way, as well at one time asat ano- 
ther,not fearing for any houre,or day,or moneth,or by fits (as 
ſome which hauc an ague-like dread, now and then ypon 
them : )bur all the daies of his life, and all ſeaſons thereof fo 
farre as poſſible : for our nature is continually trecherous, ſee- 
king advantages for the hurt of our ſoule; and the diuell go- 
eth abour like aroring Lion,that no place, nor time,nor exer- 
Gſe doch free vs from his aflaultsor inuaſion; and God which 
is alway equally iuſt,is continually beholding of vs,and of ovr 
waies: but hee that hardeneth his heart, which putteth away 
feare, and imboldeneth himſclfe in an euill way, hearkening 
ynto all enticemenrs, and the perſwaſhon of ſeducers, and to 
the fleſhly diſcourſes of his owne mind, which may animate 
himinhis luſts, and euill defires, and praQtiſes, andturneth a- 
way his eare from thoſe which: by faithfull counſell, would 
deraine {im from finne,and bring him to repentance, for that 
wiercot ne already Randeth guiltie, ſhall fall into miſchiefe, by 
doing of char which will make him ridiculous, and odiqus to 
God and men,or ſuffering of that which ſhall be a teſtimonie. 
of Gods iadgement,and an intollezable burthen ypon himyfor 
greater 
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grearerthen euer he ſhall beableto beare : For of all hurts,or 

miſeries that are incident ynto a man, before he fall into hell, 

that of hardnes of hearrt is abſolucely the greateſt : for rhere- 
by the Lord doth puniſh the comempr of his word, and other 
grieuous finnes : andthar isacertaine forerunner of ſome re- 
markable judgement : as the caſe of Pharao. and other obſti- 
nate and obdurate Egyptians doth witnefſe ynto the world, 
and ſo will doe to the worlds end, The Antitheſis is : He that 
feareth alway isa bleſſed man,and ſhall enioy goodnefle: bur 
be that hardneth his heart is in a wofull cate, ard ſhall fall 
into miſchiefe. | 


Verl.15, As 4 roring Lion anda roring Beare : ſois awicked 
ruler axer the poors people. 


A: 4 roring Lion terrifieth the poore beaſts with his noiſe, 

and praieth vpon them with his teeth : and as a Beare 

hunteth vp and down to ſearch them our, andreare them with 

her pawes :/o s a wicked raler oxer the poore people : ſo vngod- 

ly fuperiours of all ſorts, picke quarrels at,threaten,oppreſle, 

and make ſpoile of ſuch as can make no refiltance : For the 

greater any godlefſſe man is,the more ſauage and beaftly he is: 

the moreyiolence and crueltic he ſheweth;the more extreame Dan. 7.45. 
hurt and miſchiefe he worketh. Fhe wicked ofthe loweſt de- Zeph.3-3. 
gree doe carrie as:cruel{ hearts,as thoſe of higher rankes and 

places, bur cheir power anſwereth. nor ynto their will : they 

are incountrediand ouermatched where they attempt to of- 

fer wrong and iniurie,and may therefore be likened ro curres, 

or little dogs which hunt after conies, 


Verſe 16. The Prince that wanteth wnderſtanding, is alſo a 
freat oppreſſar : but be that hateth conetouſnes-ſhallprolong his 
daie | 


F, 


N the former ſentence hee declared thertyrannie, and hard 
dealing of finfull mightie'men : and heere hee ſheweth the 
cauſcs.of the ſame;and they arc, loue of couctouſnes- which . 
| intimated, 


” WS 1 Rot res ane At Ae. 
- _- 


Plal.38.5. 
lJere. 22.17. 
Ex0d.i8 21, 


49% Proyens. Chad.2$. 
intimated, and want of ſound knowledge which is expreſſed: 
But he that bateth conetouſnes,which is not carried away with 
greedie defire of getting ſubſtance, and increafing his eſtate, 
ſhall prolong his daies, taketh the way to pleaſe the Lord, 
for the lengthening of his lite, and ſafetic againſt all ſuck 
enils as otherwiſe would indanger his life, as thoſe doe which 
accompaniec and ſpring from this {anne of couetouſnefle and 
crueltie, | 

"The Antitheſis is : The Prince that wanteth underſtanding, 
delighteth in couecrouſhes : and therefore ſhall ſhorren his 
owne life : but a wiſe Prince hateth couetouſnes, and exerci- 
ferh-mexcie, iuſtice,and therefore {bal{prolong hu daies. 


Verſe 17. eA manthat doth violence to the blood of aperſen, 
ſhall flee ints the grane,and tet none ſtay bim. 


HE that in hatred, or rage, or for any priuate,or ynlawfull 
reſpeR, offereth violence to the blood of a perſon , doth 
ſhed blood,or take away a mans life, ſhall flee into the grane, 
make haſte ynto deſtruRion, be in perperuall chaſe ynuill hee 
fall in it : For bloody men doe commonly liue in danger of 
life, and in horror of heart, ex{ ſhall hunt the violent man to 0+ 
werthrow him ( ſaith the Prophet). God plagued Kain with 
two iudgements, with depriuall of his life : Br che Lord re- 
ſerued him ofpurpoſe to haue him hunted a while in his foule 
with terrors(like a Stagge,or a Hart,or Hare)before he killed 
him : and with danger of death,which be feared horribly,be- 
cauſe hee looked tor nothing in ic but condemnation. And 
thatis the ftare of all his ſonnes, of whom there be many yet 
living, which may truly call him father: notwithſtanding all 
that naturally deſcended out of his loynes were drowned at 
the flood. God hath a quarrell, and innocent blood crieth, 
and will be heard, and revenged againſt every murtherer, 
which preuenterh not the flroke of vengeance by repentance: 
even Kings, ſuch as eAcbab, loaſh,and others being guiltic 
hereof could nor poffibly eſcape the penaltie. He that ſhedderh 
gant blood.by man ſpall bis blood be ſhed(faithtlie Lord) And 
les 


Ferſe 18.19.20. ProvunEs. | 435 
let none ſlay bim, let no man be an agent for his impunitie: 
ler'no tongue ſolicitefor him :let no hand write forhim : let 
not inferiours ſue for his pardon,and let ner Magiſtrates grant 
him a pardon : for they are directly forbidden, Thize eye ſhall 
wot ſpare him: but thou ſhalt put away the crie of innocent blood, 


that it may fo well with thee : For the land cannot be purged Deut.19.13, 
7 | 


but by the blood of bims that ſhed it. 


Verſ.18. He thatwalteth vprightly ſhall be ſaucd : but hee 
that permerteth his waies ſhall fall at once, 


Hz that walkerh vprightly] That leaderh a godly andiuſt 
conuerſation with a.faichfull and fincere heart, hall be 
faxed from ſinne and Saran: Forrighteouſnes is a breaſt-plate 


againſt the weapons of them-both : from the hurt of perſecu- Plal.39.40; 


tions , and troubles : and from death and damnation. See 
chap;1o.9. Bat he that perutrteth his waies, he that_lcadeth a 
difloluceand impious life, which walketh in the crookedpaths 


_ bf finne, ſhalfall at once, they ſhall be like ro-thoſe that tra- 


uell ina dangerous way,though faire and ſmoorth,which isto 
theirliking, and contenceth them well vnril they be. ouer head 
andeares in a pir, a quickſand, or quagmire, and ſoall their 
paine and woe will come together, and that to hisruine and 
deſtruRion, as appeareth by the formerpart of the Antitheſis, 
See chap,4 19. - | 


| Verſ.19, He that tilleth his land ſhall hate plentie of bread: 
= be that followeth the idle, ſhall bane poxertic enough. See 
e—_—_SHT ET: ; 

Verſ.20,. A. faithful man abonndeth with Meſorg : but hee 
that waketh haſte tobe rich, ſhall not beunpuniſhed, 


W.\ Faithful 1an ] He that dealeth vprightly and foundly 
£ A with-men, adhd is. not willing todeceiue any in word or 
deede, carrying Himſelfe fincerely;toward God, as hee liuech 


Anette amongſt his. neighbours, and:rhar not onely in'one 
ay y 


er, biitinall;and is therefore in cheorifiinall texr'called « 
[tag 
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486 PROVERBS. Chap.28. 
nan of faithfulnes, ſhall abound in bleſſings of all ſorts, with 
penne ſo farre as is expedient with: good eſtimation, with 
inde friends, with fpiricuall-graces,&c. See chap.10.6.: But 
he that hafteth tobe rich, ſerting his deſire ypon wealth, and 
vfing indireR meanes to.compaſſe it,or is a bond(laue to the 
world in his workesand vocations, wherein he ou git only to 
ſcructhe Lord, ſhell nor be vmpwniſhed, ſhall not eſcape with- 
out plagues and judgements: hee maketh more haſte chen 
good ſpeed in getting ſo faft : For beſides thar, bang ſo gree=- 
ic to be rich, hefaleth into ſnares, temptations, ara noyſome 
luſts which drorne men in perdition, hee meeteth with croſles, 
and loſſes in his cſtace in fiead of gaine and commoditie: and 
the end is like ro be wofulLeither for the loſle of goods,or the 
loſſe of hislife,or the loſle of his faluation,and thereto polterh 
with all haſte, like as fowles flying to the prey are oft inter- 
cepted intheirflight,or made to ftay with the pellet of a figne 
bow,or ſhot of a peece. eAchans,and eAchabs ſucceſſes are 
both of them remarkable,and ſuch as God would haue all pox 
ſerities to take knowledge of for their admonition. The © 
poſition is this : He that is contented with his eftare, is 2 fai 
full man, and ſhall be rewarded with bleſſings : bur hee that 
haſteth to riches isan ynfaithfull man, and ſhall bee puniſhed 
with curſes, | 97 204 


Verſ.21.To hate refpett of perſons is not good: for that man 
will tranſgreſſe for apeece of bread. 


O hane refpelt of perſons is not goed. See chap.2 3.24. For 
1-35 wo Kd wad Go law and mans law by 
peruerting of equity and iudgement, for « peece of bread, for a 
ſmall marrer,for a thing of no importance:zand what wouldhe 
do the for a great bribe, for much money,for hope of large ad- 
uantage & commoditie ? He that bcareth ſo litele affeQion to 
iuſtice,vs that he will violate it for a criflezhow ſhall it find any 
fauour fr him, when he ſhal be ſeed againftit with a treaſure? 
He'that ſetteth ſo light by bis ſoule, as that he will ſell it 90g 


y - 


cheape,and for matter ofpothing; hoy willing would be 


$27 
. 


Verſe2223; Pxovnnss. 437 
to make a fale thereof,and to paſſe it away vnto hell and dam- 
nation,if he might gera great ſummeof money forit? 


Verſe 22, A wan of an exill oe hafteth tobe rich, and conſ- 
dereth not that powertie will come vpon hin. eas 


P . Yom of an exill eye] A couetous worldling, a nigpard; a 
churle, who is noted co-be a manof as exilleye + becauſe 
his eye doth make him to defire-other mens goods, toenuie 
his neighbours proſperitic, and to begrudge thoſe that come 
ynto his table, the very meate which they cate: as appeareth 
chap.23.6.7. hafteth to be rich,ſetteth his minde ypon wealth, 
andin all the hafte would be maſter of it, hoping by royling, 
and pinching, and falſchood,and all corrupt ſhifts ro artaine 
to abundance,ard confaereth not, little thrnketh,or dreameth 
that cucr he ſhall proue a begger, ora bankerupr, though po- 
vertic purſue him ſo faſt that ir is readie to tread ypon his 
keelcs. See chap. 21.verl.5, | | 


Verſ.23. He that rebnketh a man ſhall finde more fanonr 
the end,then be that flatteretrb with hu tongue. 


HE that rebaheth a man]Vpon iufſt cauſe, inloue,and the 
ſpirit of meeknes, with wiſedome and diſcretion, ſhall 
find more faxonr in theend,chough at the firſt he ſeeme to blow 
the fire, and kindle the flame of diſpleaſure and hatredagainſt 
himſelfe, then bee that flattereth with bis tongue, which doth 
ſooth men in their corruptions,and animate themintheir ſin- 
full way : forplaine and faithfull dealing with other,isthe rea- 
dieſt way to-procure loue and good liking to ones ſeife, The 
falſe prophets were wont to ftrengthen the hands of the wic- 
ked Kings of Ifrael, and to giue them allowance in all their 
fines: and yer E/;ſhe-which told them of their faults, and re- 
proued themplainly, was more countenanced and graced by 
them, then all the crue and rabble of thoſe ſweete mouthed 
clawbacks : for God bath mens hearts in his hands,and diſpo- 
Eth of all their mindes and — If they bee religious 


and 
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I.Cor.14.25. 


Prou.24.25. 


Exod.21,15, 


438 Prxovzn3s. .  Chay.28, 
ant godly,his words and grace will cauſe them to cntertaine 
their louing admonitions with loue, and good acceptance: for 
they diſcerne of thy faithfulneſle, and the benefit that acrew- 
ethwntothem by thy rebukes: if as yetthey bec not wiſe and 
godly,yet in time they may,and thine admonition may be an 
helpe to cure them of their follie,and aſſoone as they are hea. 
led, they will forthwith grow thankfull. And wher though 
they ſhould remaine peruerſe, and neuer bee reformed, nor 
come toacknowledge thy faithfull dealing ? yer others will, 
as we readein another ſentence, and God himielfe will giue 
thee praiſe and commendation, as he abhorreth thoſe that ju. 
Nifie the wicked : and it isin his power to make euery man ci- 
ther beloued,or hated,to be honoured, or to be deſpiſed. 


Verſ. 24. Who ſo robbeth bis father or hs worker cual faieh, 
It is no tranſgreſſion, the ſame is a companion to a deftrojer. 


V Ho ſo robbeth his father or his mother, Spailetk.. Jem 

of their ſubſance, & the things they hauc,and ſaith, 
either in hismind te himſelfe, or with his tongue ro-orhers, 
by way of iuſtification, it io tra»ſpreſſivn; it 182 matter of 
nothing,whatneed all theſe ſtirres about it? theſe goods be- 
long to mee, they ſhould bee minein time, Thauemy partin 
them, why ſhould Inottakefome of them ?25 a companion to 4 
deftroyer, is to be reckoned with'a manflayer, and is robe pu- 
niſhed with death as well as hee :for'wrongs done'to a'mans 
parents are more hatnous then ſuchas are offered/to common: 
perſons : for it is an high breach of Gods commandement 
which enioyneth children to honour their parents : and if it 
be ſo neceſfarieto relicue them,and fo great a fault tobe neg- 
ligent of thern, it muſt needs be a great indignirie, and fearful 
offeriee to bereaue them” of their ſubſtance which | (heuld' 


Fmaintaine them; andro laytheeuiſh hands vpon that which a 


good child after a ſort would efteeme as facred; and how can 
a matter of greefe be giuen ynto them, bur the, fame is alſo'gi- 
uen yntothe Lord, for yiolationof bis laws, if hee were nor 8 

= © 2 WM | Verſ. 25» 


Yeſe 25:26. Provens.: 439 
Verſ.25, Hetbat is.of aprond heart ſtirretb-up ſtrife + but he. 
thas trnſteth im tha Lord ſhallbe made fate: +4 
HE that. of a proud heart, | Which hath large deſires of 
LA honour and applauſe,and would haue no prefermentsor 
praiſe, ro paſſe by himſelfe ro others, firreth wp ſirife, maketh 
quarrels,and raiſeth contentions: for that he defpiſerh his bre. 
thren,and neuer thinketh himſclfe co be ſufficiently relpeted 
according to his worthines,and neuer at anytime ro bewor= 
thie of croſles,deniall,or refiftance : for pride is the roote of all 
contentions. See chap, 1.3. 10. but hee that trufteth in the 
Lord, which is lowlie in his owne eyes, not repoling confi=. 
dence in the fleſh,butin the truth, mercy, and omniporencie 
of God, ſhall be made fat, ſhall be enriched with bleſſings ,and 
good profperity, like thoſe bodies tiart are healthie and in 
good plight, faring well, and well digeſting their meate: or 
rather like vnto ſheep,or other cattell, whichfeed in good pa- 
ture,and haue a good keeper ro owne them, and to lobke yn- 
rothem, To thispurpoſe tendeth the whole three and twen=- 
tieth Pſalme, The ſame fimilitude A7a/achy vierh, ſaying ; but 


to.you that feare my name ſhall the ſonne of righteouſneſſe ariſe, Mal.3.2s 


healing ſhall be under his wings,and yeſhall gee forth as calues 
of the ſtaule. Wheras on the contrarie fide,thoſe high minded 
and turbulent contenders may bee comparedro wolues, and 
maſteriefſe dogges whichline by ſpoyles, andaredriven to ra- 
uen about for all that they cate,and therforeareleane, thinne, 
avd hunger-ftarued. The oppoſition is : He that #5 of aproud 
heart,truſteth to himſelfe,ſtirrech vp rife, and is penurious, 
and pinched with neceflity : but he that is of an humble hearr: 
truſteth in the Lord, delighted wich peace, and farre' with 
plentie, 4.1 $ 68501001 ft of bf 


Verl. 26. Hethattrufterb x bis owne heart is p foole : but 
he that walketh wiſely ſpall be delinered. 

TE! ham waſteth is bi 5008 | brart;] 'In' himfelfe; of-any 

thing belonging co him(ſclfe, as inthis{ wifedome/- int! 


Kk 2 firength, _ 


WITTY "TIE TO SCN on Tn IR WE or er YE TEL" EIS. AS A ns. a - = _— 
'— VA aw ww Cv ir I EPA COD.” Ee GE 47 52 Ps OE > 7 om__ 
a. II: —_ at We; hy > ” PR 1 OS. - _— _—- 
- * > 7 - 7” 20095 0a IE _ . 
2 _ 


VC" OReT Y PT TW AE». 
_ 
<w, - «x > - p 
TECTED, EIT >" 


Dome. es 


490 Provinss. 'Chap.28. 
firength, in his riches, ſpeciallyin his merits and goodneſle, 
which imagineth cbat Snirach need of the helpe or aduice 
of others,and refuſerh co follow the direRion that is giuen b 
the miniſtery of Gods word, or the counſell of his faithfull 
friends,z 4 foole, impious and wicked,abſurd, ſortiſh,and im- 
prevident for himſelfe : for God will convince him of follie,by - 
infliting plagues vpon him for his fooliſh conceit, and fiofull 
behauiour : bat he that walketh wiſely, that prudently demea- 
neth himſelfe,according to the counſels and precepts of wiſe- 
dome, following the fame,and nor the fond perſwafion of his 
owne mind, ſha:! be delizered, ſhall bee preſerued from fall.ng 
into plagues and uudgements, and holpen out o tthoſe incxe- 
crable calamities, wherewith he ſeemeth irrecouerably intan- 
pled. The oppohition is : He that truſteth in his owne wiſedome 
&* a foole, walketh fooliſhly,and ſhall both ſinke into, and bee 
held faſt in miſerie : but hee that hath no confidence in him- 
ſelfe,walheth w:ſely,and ſhall be deltuered, 


Verſ.27. He that ginethto the poore ſhaN not lacke : but be 
that hideth his ezes ſhall haue many curſes. 


F] E that gineth,] Liberally and. freely to the poore, to ſuch. 
as ſtand in need, ſha/lnor /acke, any thing that God ſhall. 
feeto be good,or meetfor him. See chap. 11. 25. and 22.9. 
but be that hideth hu eyes, from the poore, ft:»m beholding 
their miſerie, 'that either will not looke vpor them. in their 
wants,or di{ireſſes,or not bee affected with. commilſeration or 
pitieat the ſight thereof: ( for ſome reſtraining their hight or 
prefence,they will not atall come vnto, viſit, or ſeethcir bre- 
thren 19their. neceſſities andafflitions> others calt their eyes 
ypon them, but without all compaſſion, or feeling, and areno- 
thing thereby ſtirred vp ro beneficence, and mercy)ſhall hane 
many curſes, is ſubict-to haue manifold plagues from rhe 
Lord, both before their death, and art the refurreRion :: for if 
the Lord doe ſo ſeuerely puniſh a pitilefſe eare*that will nor 
compaſhonarely: heatken co the cries of the: poore; thatths 
partic himſelte ſhall.cric often, and not bee heard; bee will no 

ef | | more 


Verſe 28. Provanss. | 4or 
more ſpare a mercilefle eye, that will take no notice of the 
needs of them that are oppreſſed with ſcarcitic and famine : 
but that he ſhallſhew his lamentable tate, and not be holpen, 


Verſ, 28. When the wicked riſe, men hide themſelues : but 
when they periſh,the righteous encreaſe, 


Hen the wicked riſe, |] To promotion and govern- 
V ment,they raiſe vp ſuch Rormes,that godly and righ- 
tcous men are driuen to ſeeke ſhelter or couer againſt their 
tyrannie,or outrage :a5 Daxid did in Sawls time: as the Pro- 
phets did in Achabstime; and thoſe holy men ſpoken ofinthe 


Hebrewes, which wandred wp and downe in ſheepe shins, and Heb.xr, 


goate shins ,inwilderneſſes, and monntaines, d:ns, and canes of 
the earth : But when they periſh, when they die : ( for the death 


ofthe wicked is periſhing)or are put our of their offices,or de. Plal 49.10. 14 


poſed from their dignities,or finke in their eltate, rhe 7ighte= 
ons encreaſe, both in number, and courage; becauſethoſe 


that through feare kept themſclues cloſe before, doe boldly 


appeare andſhew themſelues. They ſwarme as a hiue of Bees 
in a warme ſunnie day : they multiply and encrealc in cities, 
townes,and countreyes, boldly embracing the truth, and per- 
forining the duties of righteouſneſle themſelues, and winning 
others tothe ſame by their perſwaſion, and example: forthe 
deſtruction of the wicked is the good of the Church; as it 
came to paſſe after Hamans hanging : for not onely the Iewes 
had encouragement, and free liberty to ſerue the Lord, and to 
excrciſc his worſhip ; but others alloadioyned themſeclues yn- 
to them, and embraced their religion : for it is ſaid, that ma- 


ny of the people of the land became Tewes. The oppoſitionis: Heſt,8,r7; 


then the wicked riſe,the righteous hide themſelues, and are di- 
miniſhed : but when they periſh, they ſhew themſclues, and are 
encreaſed, 


Kk 3 CHAP, 


ProvneRBS. 


Chap.29, 


lit 


Cnapies WAIK. 


hn EE. 


Verſ. 1. Hee that being often reproned hardeneth hu necke, 
ſhall ſuddenly be deftroyea,without remedie, 


a @(@\N rhe former part of this ſentence the finne of 
> xe obſtinacie is reproued; inthe latter,the puniſh- 
Te gz ment is declared : the finne is, that bring often 
5 reproned,by Gods miniftery,or mens rebukes, 
GATE pardeneth his necke, refuſeth to ſubmit him- 
ſelfe, (it isa meraphor taken from oxen, or 0- 
ther beaſts, that reieAtrhe yoake which ſhould beepun ypon 
them,and willnot bow their necke ynto it, ) the ſame fimili- 
tude is vſcd inthe prophefie of Zacharie,where it is ſaid; That 
they receined to hearken and pulled away the fronlder, and (op- 
ed their eares that they ſhould net heare. The puniſhment is; 
be ſhall ſuddenly be deſiroyed without remedie, wherein their 
plagues are G—_ and made grieuous by three circum- 
ances: the firſt is the fuddenneſle, that they ſhall come ſpee- 
dily,and vnawares vpon them; when they ſhall bee leaſt loo- 
ked for,or feared,they ſhall ſeaze vpon them ſooner then they 
thought, and make ſtrange alteration ſooner then could bee 
1magined : the Lord will not bealong time in bringing them 
to ruine,as they by the ſpace ofmany daies, moneths, or yeers 
together refuſed correRion : but hee inan houre, or ſhorter 
ſpace, will quite overthrow them, The ſecond is the quanriry 
or greatneſſe thereof, ſhall be deftreyed, or as the wordis,bro- 
ken in peeces: it will not bee a ſmall punch, bur an heauie 
Aroke,it will cruſh them, according as hee ſaith inthe ſecond 
Plalme, Thou ſhalt breate them in peeces like a porters weſſell, 
it will betheir downefall,and vtter yndoing, The third is the 
continuance,or perpetuitic of their miſery, it is without reme- 
'die,like a deſperate diſcaſe,or death it ſelfe, that can neuer be 
cured, 1ſaiah doth in like manner exaggerate this their de- 
| Kruction 


"CC 
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firuQtion by the ſelfeſame adiuntts, or circumſtances, faying; 


This iniquitie ſhall be to you as a breach that falleth, or aſwel- 1c, 3013-14, 


ling in an high wall, whoſe breaking commeth ſuddenly in a mo-= 
ment, and the breaking thereof is like the breaking of a potters 
pot, which is broken without pitie, and in the breaking thereof, 
there is not found a ſheard to take fire ont of the hearth,or to take 
water out of the pit, 


Verſe 2. When the righteous are in authority thepeople re= 
doyce : but when the wicked beareth rule, the people monrne, See 
chap. 11.verſ.10, 

3. Who ſoloneth wiſedome reioyceth his father : but he that 
keepetb companie with harlots, ſpendeth bis ſubtance. 


VV Ho ſo loweth wiſedome reioceth his father, | Maketh 
his parents glad thereby. See chap.10.1. But he that 
keepeth companie with harlots, ſpendeth his ſubſtance, conſu- 
meth all chat he hath, and commeth in thefend to beggerie, 
See chap. 5.9. 

The oppoſition is : He that is wiſe, and keepeth good compa- 
vie, preſerueth his ſub5tance,and reioxcerh his parents :but he 
that keepeth companie with harlots, conſumeth his ſubſtance, 


and fois a greefe to his parents. 


Verſ.4. A King by indgement eſtabliſheth a land : bunt he that 
' receimeth gifts onerthroweth it, 


A Good King, Or ruler, by indgement, by faithfull executi- 
A on of iudgement to euery one, eſtab/iſheth a land, con- 
firmeth his dominions in peace and proſperity : for equitie,iu- 
ſice, and good gouernment, is the maine piller, and ſtay 
of the common good of kingdomes and people: as may well 
be obſerued inthe hiſtories of the Kings of Iudah, that all the 
while they gauethemſcluesto ſetvp true religion, and puniſh 
fin,theirkingdomes were in ſafety, and they cyer got the vi- 
'Rorie ouer their enemies : for by this meanes ſpoylers ſhall be 
ſuppreſſed, the wootues ' and dogs ſhall bee reſtrained from 

h Kk 4 worry- 
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worrying the flocke : the hurtfu!ll weedes ſhall be plucked vp 
from annoying the good hearbes : and Gods blefſing ſhall-be 
powred downe for prote&tion,peace and plentic : but he that 
receineth gifts,to perueit iudgment,and is a bribe-taker,ouer- 
throweth :t, doth what in him lieth to worke the bane and ru- 
inc of the Common-wealth , vndermining the foundations 
thereof : For the finne of briberie and corruprion is an abomi=- 
nationro the Lord: and therefore ſuch a tranſgreflor pulleth 
downe his judgements ypon the place where it is commited ; 
by this meanes (no place being lett for right, but for gifts) 
there will be great dangers of mutinics and factions from 
thoſe malecontenred perions which are gricued with wrongs 
and iniuſlice: and hereby a window is ſer open for ſuch par- 
tialitie,and hope of impunity,that all ſorts of finnes,the petti- 
lence and plagues of Common-wealths, muſt needes increaſe 
daily,and multiplie exceedingly, 

eA King which refuſcth gifts, by indgement eftabliſheth a 
land : but he that reccineth gifts by iniuſtice,defFrojeth it. 


Verſ.5. «A man that flattereth his neighbour fpreadeth a net 
for hu feete, 


A Man that flattereth hi neighbour | Speaking him faire 

when he ſhould reproue him, and calling euill good in 
him, fpreadeth a net for his feete,laicch waite to draw him into 
miſchiefe; either by ſecking aduantage againſt his ſoule, by 
poyſoning, and corruprivg that with preſumption, pride,and 
impenitencie:oragainlt his e(tate, by fecking aduantages to 
come within him, and to make aprey of him: oragainfi his 
credir, drawing him into obloquie, and cauſing him-to be euill 
ſpokenof;and: hee himfelfe is like ro be moſt forward in bla= 
zing abroad his faults, when he is priuie thereunto : or perad=- 
venture to bring: him-into danger, for the hazard of his life, 
when by craftie meanes he hath gotten him into his hand.'So 


-thac flatteringand deceirfull friends be ſecret and hurtful ene- 


mies: like fowlers who ſtrew corne;orxlay a baite, as it:were 


in good.will:ro-giue the. hungrie: birds: meate, when in the 


mcane 


Kerſe 6« © Paoversa! 495 
meane.time they.lay anet;or-ſer 4 grinne\to; catchthem, or 
ſticke vp lime-twigges to intangle them. Almoſt all che Pro= 
phets complaine of thefe treacherous perſons : as Darid doth 
once,and againe, and many times: and Micah ſaith, They all 
lie inwaite for blood,enery one hunteth his brother with an net; 
which is farre more perilous, and wherehy they worke' grea= 
ter annoyance,then if chey purſued him with a ſword, which 
would be eaſher ſeene, feared, and auoided.. 


Verſ\.6. In the trauſgreſſion of an exill man,thereu a ſnare : 
but the righteoris doth ſing\andretoyce, | 


| a the tranſgreſſion of an euill an] In the finne that an euill 
man committeth, what contentation, or hope ſocucr hee 
hath in it,and though it ſeeme vnto him neuer ſo ſafe and de- 
lighrfull, yer there #5 4ſngre in ir, which God in iuftice hath 
laid to keepe him ſure, and:to hold him faſtto righteous pu- 
niſhment: andthe diuell in craft doth lay it to illude- and be» 
guile him,and make a prey of him. His lamentable and feare- 
tull caſe in this behalfe, B:{dad at large deſcribeth, ſaying, The 


grinne ſhall take hm by the heele, aud the robter ſhall prenaile lob.18.9.10.11 


againſt bim.: the ſnare us laidfor him in the gronnd, and the trap 
in the way..Terrours ſhall make him afraid on enery ſide, and 
drine him to-his feete. Butthe righteous ſhall ſing and reioyce, 
as the pleaſures,delighrs,and;contentments-of the wicked ha- 
uing a hooke in them-to;carch. them. by. the 1awes, or elſe, a 
ſnareto intangle their feete, doe turne to their ſorrow and 
woe in the end: So the teares, and ſighes, the ſorrowes,and 
afftlitions-of Gods people in all their-paidfull, troubleſome, 
and dilgracefull ſernices,as the world eſteemeth of them, doe 
turne ynto their comfort, and ſingular conſolation, as it is here 
argued by the figne' or. effect of ſinging. Of this change on 
both fides the Prophet maketh mention after this ſort, ſaying, 


Behald, my ſernants ſhall, eate,and-ye ſhall be hungrie : my ſer- Eſai26,13.14, 
If, 


ants ſhall drinke, but-yee ſhall be thiritie : behold my ſernants 
ſpall reioges, but yo ſpallcht aſhamed: my. ſernants ſhall. ſing, for 
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= of heart,bat ye ſhalthowle for ſorrow of heart, and vexation 
of ſpirit, 

The oppoſition is : I» the tranſgreſſion of the wicked there is 
4 ſnare, and therefore they ſhall mourne and howle: bur in 
the obedience of the righteous there is ſafetie, and therefore 
they ſhall reioyce and ſing. 


Vetſ.7. The righteous conſidereth the cauſe of the poore: but 
the wicked regardeth not to know it, 


7 righteous confidereth the cauſe of the poore, ] Doth 
informe himſelfe by the beſt meanes hee can of the 
Rate and equitie thereof, and knowing it, doth approue of it, 
and himſclte allowing thercof,doth labour that right alſo ac- 
cording thereto, may be yeelded ynto it: hereof /ob propo- 
ſeth Himſelſe for an example, ſaying,7 was the eyes to the blind, 
and I was the feete to the lame. I was a fither to the poore,and 
when [ knew not the cauſe,l ſought it out diligently. T brake al- ' 
ſo the iawes of the unrighteons man,and plucked the prey ont of 
his teeth. But the Wicked regardeth not to know it, hee hath no 
mindeto looke into,or defend the cauſe of the poore;willing 
he is ro haue it as little fifred into, or debared, as may be, and 
when it is queſtionedand riftedinto, he would beglad to ſee 
little equitie in it, but thathis:complaints ſhould appeareto be 
vniuſtclamours,to theend hee might with lefſe diſgrace giue 
countenance tothe poore mans wealthie aduerſaric, and gra- 
tifie him by pafling the fentence on his fide, 


Verſ.8, Srornefull men bring a citie into a ſnare: but wiſe 
wen turne away wrath, 


Cornefull men] Men deſperate in wickednes, which deride 

all inftructions and goodnefle, ſuch as haue-giuen ouer,and 
fold themmſelues tothe prattiſe of iniquitie, bring a citie into a 
ſuare;indangertheſame;andbe asitwere authorsofthernine 
of the ſame;(orasthe word willwell A 
ect 


Ve ere 9. Prove R'B9, 4297 
ſer fire on a citie,or blow it vp tthough all of them bee not a- japhici.#, 
gents in powderplots,yet none of them is free from confpira- 
cic againſt Prince and people, againft the publike ftate of the 
Common-wealth,and cuery perticular mans fortunes, by their 
crying linnes ofhigh contempt of God and religion, and ther- 
by incenfing the diſpleaſure ofthe Lord againſtthe whole na- 
tion, For ſinfull men be dangerous and hurtfull in all places 
where they dwell : their counſel is peſtilent : their example is 
ſcandalous, their abominations doe haſten Gods judgements 
ypon al their neighbours:But righteous men turne away wrath, 
pacifie the Lords difpleaſure, and flay the judgements which 
are readie rofall, by their prayers and humiliation: bygtheir 
faithfulnes and obedience: and by their whole intentiue flu- 
die and trauell to expell finne out of the places where they 
dwel,and to purge away thoſe prouocations which may draw 
downe the curſe vpon them, and their neighbours, See chap- 
ter 11.12, 

The oppoſition is : Scorneſull men do kindle Gods wrath, 
and thereby doe bring the city in a ſnare, and expole it to de- 
ftruion : but righteous men do turne away wrath,and ther- 
by deliuer the cicie fromperill, 


Verſ.9. If a wiſe man contend with a foole, whether he be ang- 
rie,or langh,there ts no reſt, 


] Fa wiſeman]Indued with vnderftanding and pierie,contend 
with a foole, with a peruerſe and obftinate fhnner, conuin- 
cing him of his faults,or perſwading him to any good,or ina. 
ny ſort debare the matter with him contrary to his liking,whe« 
ther the wiſe man be angrie, deale roughly or ſharply with 
him,or /angh;vſe more mildnes, or gentlenes in his diſcourſe, 
there is noreſt, hee gaineth no eaſe, or profit by it, the other is 
ſo incorrigible :For they that loue finne, peruert and quarrell 
at all meanes thatſhould reclaimethem fromthe ſame : For if 
he be deak with in-good fadnefſe, earnefily with a ſterne and 
auſtere countenance :if waighrie reaſons be alleaged, or for- 


ible ſpeeches or perſivaſtons be yſed, all this will bee reputed 


for 


498 PROVERBYL. Chap.29. 
for vncharitablenes, for iudging, for cenſuring, for rigorous 
vrging of the law : but if hee be intreated withthe ſpirit of 
mildnes,with humble requeſt, with faire ſpeech,with friendly 
lookes, with all courteous and gently vſage, this maketh him 
the more inſolent, hethinketh that he is much feared,andthey 
Care not reproue him as a man faultic : if this gentlenes be not 
this way wreſted, then it carriethan imputation of difſimula. 
tion and flatterie, that they ſpeake him faire,and fawne vpon 
him, but loue him not. /eh# came mourning, liuing more 
ſtcialy, and preaching more roundly then ordinarily Chrift 
did,and him the froward companie of the Pharifies, and their 
adherents,accuſed to deale with a wicked fſpirit,and to be poſ- 
ſeſſed with a diucll, Our Saujour Chriſt was farre more ſo- 
ciable and affable, hee vſed refreſhings by wine,and meates, 
after a more libera!l manner, and with greater libertic,and his 
minifterie was more lightſome and comſortable, and hee was 
taxed with epicuriſme,and voluptuouſnes, as ifhe had been a 
mate bothin licentiouſnes,and ſocietie with che worſt. 


Verſ.10. The bloodthirftie hate the wpright : but the inf 
ſeeke his ſole, | 


=— bloodthirfie] Cruell men, and ſuch as are miſchie« 
uouſly minded, hate,carrie malice in their hearts, and ac- 
cordingly purſue intheir words and aQtions, him that is »p= 
right, cuery one which looketh carefully to his ſteps, that hee 
in good couerſation may pleaſe the Lord, and be profitable 
to his brethren: for rhe worſe. any man is, the more maleuo- 
lent minde he beareth againſt ſuch as are faithfull and godly. 
Itis the note of a damnable and mercilefle man, to be at dead- 
ly enmitie with any one who hath any goodnefle in him: be- 
cauſe the light of the one reproueth the darkneſle ofthe other, 
andthe courſe of both their conuerſations is quite contrarie : 
and therefore Katy at the beginning ofthe world (in a man- 
ner) hated Abe/his owne brother, his onely brother, and that 
to death, Eſaus wickednefle in the Scripture offered to our 
view, in his cancour toward plaine,innocent,and —_— 

Tacos : 
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Taceb + Achab profeſſed his hatred toward Eljab : and Sawl 
declared his in purſuit of Dazid: and the enuie of the Scribes 
arid Phariſees roward Chriſt, is ſcarce ynknowne to any God 
in his decree hath appointed char it ſhould be ſo, andtherefore 
je cannot be otherwiſe : for Satans brood never could, nor c- 
ver ſhall beare louingaffeRion to the ſeed of the woman : he 
that hath aquarrell againſt Chriſt inhis Goſpell, willaHo cer- 
tainly maligne Chrift in his members, though they were che 
' neereſt,or beſt by kindred or nature ynto him: b#t the iuff,but 
the godly, and kind hearted people, whom hee calleth juſt, be- 
caule of the fruites of their righreouſnefle and mercy will ſeeke 
his ſoule, care greatly to maintaine and defend higlife, where- 
ofthe bloodie men would ſo faine bereaue hig: as Obadiah 
didthe Prophets, whom hee hidtrom the violent and cruell 
hand of Achab;and [ezabe/: and Abedmelech in ſpeaking to 
the King in the behalfe of /eremiah, thathe ſhould notbee 
afamiſhed inthe priſon. See chap. 24.11. 


Verl.11.eA foole vttereth all bis mind: but a wiſe man will 
keepe it in till afterward... 


A Foole vitereth all his mind,] He hath nothing in him bur- 
he will cafily bewray it : for he blazeth abroad his owne 


{catonably; and therefore /beeisheere compared to an vnfru- 
gall houſe-keeper,whidth lauiſherh out that in a day, which 
might ſuffice himſelf&and his familie a whole weeke : but 4 


wiſe may, he that hath aftay of himſelte, andis endued with 


diſcretion, keeperh it in rill afterward; he eomainech whatſoe- 
ver he hath in his mind, andrefſeructh his ſpeceh/ yotothe fit- 
teſt ſeaſon; that hee may 'vicer irin time and place moſtcom- 
modious. Sce chap./T4.33-and 15. 2: | 20 We 

| Verſe 12, Of a ruler that bearkgneth tolies, all bs ſernants 


are wicked... F . ' ' ( MITT AYP TSTHITHYCLD TY £537 Ii! 45! 
» arvler that bearkeneth to'lies,| Which admitreth 
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498 PROVERB. Chad.2g, 
for vncharitablenes, for iudging, for cenſuring, for rigorous 
vrging of the law : but if hee - intreated withthe ſpirit of 
mildnes,with humble requelt,with faire ſpeech, with fiendly 
lookes, with all courteous and gently vſage, this maketh him 
the more inſolent, hethinketh that he is much feared, andthey 
Gare not reproue him as a man faultic :if this gentlenes be not 
this way wreſted, then it carricthan imputation of diſſimula. 
tion and flatterie, that they ſpeake him faire,and fawne vpon 
him, but loue him not. /ehn came mourning, living more 
ſricly, and preaching more roundly then ordinarily Chrift 
did,and him the froward companie of the Phariſies, and their 
adherents,accuſed to deale with a wicked ſpirit,and to be pol. 
ſefſed with a divell, Our Saviour Chriſt was farre more ſ0- 
ciable and affable, hee vſed rcfreſhings by wine,and meates, 
after a more libera!] manner, and with greater libertic,and his 
minifteric was more lightſome and com'ortable, and hee was 
taxed with epicuriſme,and voluptuouſnes, as if he had been a 
mate bothin licentiouſnes,and ſocietie with the wotlt. 


Verſ.10. The bloodthirftie hate the upright : but the ini 
ſecke his ſonle, | 


= bloodthirfie ] Cruell men, and ſuch as are miſchie+ 
uouſly minded, hate,carrie malice in their hearts, and 8c- 
cordingly purſue intheir words and aQtions, him that is vp- 
right, euery one which looketh carefully to his ſteps, that hee 
in good couerſation may pleaſe the Lord, and be profitable 
to his brethren: for rhe worſe any man is, the more maleuc- 
lent minde he beareth againſt ſuch as are faithſull and godly. 
Itis the note of a damnable and mercilefle man, to be at dead- 
ly enmitie with any one who hath any goodnefle in him: be- 
cauſe the light of the one reproueth the darkneſle ofthe other, 
and the courſe of both their conuetrſations is quite contrarie: 
and therefore Kaiy at the beginning ofthe world (in a mat- 
ner) hated Abel his owne brother, his onely brother, and that 
to death, Eſaus wickednefle in the Scripture offered to our 
view, in his cancour toward plaine, innocent, and heconclen 


wn a &@ ha ft Wm © nl 


" Paſer1.12. 


Provynnns 


499 
Jaceb : Achab profeſſed his hatred toward Elijah : und Saul 
declared his in purſuit of Dazid - and the enuie of the Scribes 
and Phariſees toward Chriſt, is ſcarce vnknowne to any God 
in his decree hath appointed char it ſhould be ſo, andtherefore 
it cannot be otherwiſe: for Satans brood never could, nor c- 
ver ſhall beare loving affeRion to the ſeed of the woman : he 
that hath a quarrell againſt Chriſt inhis Goſpell, willaHo cer- 
tainly maligne Chrift in his members, though they were che 
neereſt,or bett by kindred or nature ymto him : bz the inff,but 
the godly, and kind hearred people, whom hee calleth iuſt, be- 
caulc of the fruites of their righreouſnefle and mercy will ſeeke 
bis ſoule, care greatly to maintaine and defend highfe, where- 
ofthe bloodie men would ſo faine bereaue higa: 38 Obadhab 
didthe Prophets, whom hee hid trom the violent and cruell 
hand of Acbab,and [ezabe/: and Abedwelech in ſpeaking to 
the King in the behalfe of /eremiab, that he ſhould notbee 
afamiſhed inthe priſon, See chap. 24.11. 


Verl.11. ef foole vitereth all bis mind: but « Wiſe man will 
beepe if in Fill afterward. 


A Foole vitereth all bis mind,] He hath nothing in him bur 
he will eafily bewray it : for he blazeth abroad his owne 
ſecrers, yea and his friends counſels, intents,” and affaires yn- 
; and therefore bee isheere co to an vnfru- 
gall houſe-keeper,which lauiſherh ou that in a day, which 
might luffice himſelf&@and his familic a whole weeke : but 4 
»/c mas, be that hath a fiay of bimſclic, andis endued with 
diſcretion, heeperb it in nll afterward, be eomainech whatloe- 
ver be hath in his mind, andveſerveth his peceb voto the fit- 
teft ſeaſon, thar hee may vuer it in time and place moſt com- 
modious. Sce chap. 14. 33.and1y. 2. a 


Verſe 12. Of a rater that bearkgneth to lies, all bi ſermants 
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heart, which is the property of @ wicked man, which makech 
his mind and ſeaſes a fiocke, wherintoal the fikby channels ds 
empticthemſelues, all his ſermants are wicked, delighted alſo 
to heare lies, and report them, to ſurfeit- with the excefſe of 
leafings, and falſhood, andto vomit out the ſame into their 
maſters boſome : for evill maſters be commonly peſtred with 
leaud feruants: as was Caiphas the high Pricit, whoſe y 

maides and wenches were fraught with malice, andreadie to 
picke quarrels whereby to intavgle the Diſciples of our Savi. 
our. Andthis commeth to paſſe, becauſe Gods iudgementig 
vpon them,to plague them with illuders : as eMchab was with 
the fallc thy tm. and their owne choyce is of tachas will 
humour thengand ſerue their eurnes, | 


Verſ.13, The poore and the vſurer meet together, avdtht 
Lordlighteneth bath their eyes. 


B Brow poore and the vſurer,| The needie and wealthie (hee 
doth by a Periphraſis call rich men vſurers, becauſe com- 
monly vſurers are rich men, and many rich men pet their 
goods by vſurie, or other indireR courſes ; or hauing by bet- 
ter meanes gotten a ſtocke, doe afterwards ler out the ſame 
for vic and intereſt, The words be indifferentlytranſlated,men 
of yfurjes, or men of deccits.) ect tagerber, either in _ 
panie,or in ltate; the poore growing ta wealth, and fois 

the rich mans equall, opſyperioiw; or the rich falling into de- 
cay,and ſo is become the paore mans companion or inferiour: 
astrauellers comming from divers, and ſomtimes contrane 
waies,doe meet the-one with the orher in their. paſſage, orar- 
rive atthe ſame-placec! The fame bemile is poimed at inthe 
ſame word, though for:a different purpoſe, Pſalm. 85, 10.11, 
There is a meeting alſo at ballances, when the higher ſcales 
made heauier,and Gnkerh dov-neward,and the lower becom- 
meth Tighter,andriſeth vpward;vncill there bee eucy waight; 
let the reader conſider which of the compariſons is the more 
figs Theilewrdcihghteneth hath rbetr ofes; giver: cachr of oc 
their likes 4nd theje being; and vie: of loſes: both of 
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Verſe 14. ProveRse gor 
which is periphraſtically deſcribed by the illvmination of their 
eyes,2nd ofhearing;taſting;&c, The illurnination'of the eyes 
is ſo taken in otherrexts of Scriprire : 25 \n thr 5yft Capres of 
ohn,and the eighth verſe: /» ir (meaning 114 rift ) was life 
and the lite was the Tight of mm + and tothe ninth verſe : this 
wa: the true light chat lighteneth encry one that commeth into 
the wor'd + and the prophet praying for deſcnce aviunſt his e- 
nemics, that his life might be proteQted, and not taken away 
by their violence, entreateth the Lord to /ighren his exes that 


be (leepe not in death : the ſenſe then is alrogerher one, cr little pt +. 


5 ab from that ſentence which wee haue expounde4 1n a- 
nother place : the rich andthe poore meet togetber,and the Lord 
is the maker of them bath, And tendeth co rhis purpoſe, thar 
albeit an outward citate doe make an itmparitiebetweene one 
and another amonoft men, yet ſo it doth not before the Lord: 
hee createth all; hee giueth and preſerueth lifero all; hee be- 
ftoweth the benefit of ſenſes vpon all : the abundance of the 
rich communicateth not this,;nor the ſcarcity of the poore de- 
priverh him ofic, 


Verſ.14. The King that indgeth the poore in tr#th,his throne- 
ſhall be effabliſhedfor ener, 0 


E Bo King, Every Magiſtrate; but he nameth him,becauſe 
he is chiefe,and vthers are withoat thrones, wherewith he 
is dignified, chars indgerh the poore in trath, thar defendetha 
pPoore man ina iuſt cauſe : (for the Lofd eſpecially reſpefed 
the poore in the vſe of magiſtracie, as hee comtmandeth inthe 


Plalme, Doe right to the poore and fatherleſſe, doe infice to the Pal $1.34. 


Poore and needie, Dtliner the poore and needie, ſane them from 
the hand of the wicked: becauſe theſe are weake, and ſybieR 
to many _— and farre vtiableto refift the violeficeof 
the mighty? bi/ rhrone ſhall bee eftabliſhed for exer, bil king- 
dome, gouctnment, and proſperdus flate ſhall continue. Sce 
ehap.16:12.and 20, 28;. , ro 
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Verſ. 15. The rod and reproofe gine wiſedeme : but « obild 
left to bimſelfe, aketh his mother 4 


He red, Stripes, or corretions giuen by the hand vnes 
a child, when need and occafion requireth it, and ye 
proefe, that is, a rebuke giuenby word, fomerimes threatning, 
or any kind of ſharpe ſpeeches, giveth wiſedome, are infiru- 
ments and meanes to make him wiſe, by terrifying himfrom 
his faults, and cauſing him to looke better to his waies for 
feare of blame,and ſmart of puniſhment. See chap.22, 15. but 
a child left to himſelfe, to follow his owne will, and doe what 
he luſteth wirhour reſtraint, being neither chattened with the 
rod,nor controled with words, but fondly cockered and bory 
within all fanlts: as eAdoniah was by Dazid : ſbamerb his ma» 
ther, is a grecfe andreproch to both his parents, but eſpecially 
to his mother, whom more audaciouſly hos contemneth; and 
becauſe ſhee is commonly more acceflarie to his diflohute bes 
hauiour then the father, who can hardly abide that her dare 
ling, in his render age,ſhould bee roughly ſpuken vnto,or 
ſharpely-dealt withall, See chap. 1 5.20. | 

The oppoſition is:The rod and reproofe gine wiſcdome, und 
therefore a child well nurtured, and duly kept vnder, is anho+ 
nour and creditto his parents: but negle& of the rod andre 
buke doe nouriſh follic ; and therefore & child left ro himfe(fe, 
doth minifter greefe to both his parevts, but ſpecially hee ms- 
kerh his mother aſhamed. 


Verſe 16. When the wicked are multiplied,tranſyreſſion 1 19+ 
ereaſed: but the righteous ſhall ſee their fall. 


FT Hen thewiched are multiplied, Either in number,but 
ſpecially.intheireflate, rrgy encreaſeth, they 

are the more rebellious, and finne with greater 2 
andpreſumption : as the propherſaith ;. «Az they were encred« 
fed, ſo they finned ag ninit me ; therefore 1 will rmrne their glerj 
into ſhame. And therefore e Moſes doth liuely deſcibe _— 
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Verſe 16- Provanst goz 
nome of vnſanRified proſperity, which maketh men fierce a- 

God himſelfe, who'iadifhly ikerhankleſlc beaſts doe 
winſe, and ſpurne at him with their heeles;. But Teſbwruw wax- 


ed fat,and kicked: thow art waxen fat, thoa art growne thicke, Deut.z2.15, 


thou art conered with fatneſſe : then he forſooke God which made 
bim, and lightly efteemed of the roche of hue (aluation, Theit 

ide which alwaies groweth as faſt as their fortunes, is a prin= 
cipall cauſeoftheir contempt: andtheir power ſeructh them 
tobeare-out all matters without puniſhment, or refiltance: 
when they werefewer,and had. lefle,they were as tender pric- 
kles ; burnow by growrh, and encreaſe of ſap, they are become 
brambles,and ſharpe thornes;;3 now they can doe miſchiefe by 
force and violence: now they can preuaile with othersto bee 
like rato themſclues;byperſwaſions, by counſels, by counte- 
nance, by impunitie,and by proteRion : bur the r1ghteous ſhall 
fee their fall, their defiruRion and ouerthrow : as if he ſhould 
baue faid,the number, the greatneſle;and the finfulnes of theſe 
wicked miſcreants,is vnxloubredlyarrouble, and feare tothe 
righteous :burierthem not be diſcouraged, they ſhall as well 
ſee them comme :downe, as they: did 20+ riſe vp: for-neicher 
wight,nor muktjende will keepe finners from defirucion: for 
though a tree: haue many branches, and great bowes, and 
firong armes, yer it is; not defended thereby from the axe, 
or blaſts of the wimd 3 and therefore God will: have bis people 
ſeetheirruine; 25; fometimes they ſaw che Egyprians: drows 
hed,or Hume blnged: becauſe &es ſhould partake of cons 
fort aftex many'ſorrowes, and yeeld vyneo him the: honour of 
his crutch, when they beheld the performance of his promide, 
andthe efficacieof bis prouidence:t and thereby the ruine of 
1mpioug Strſcinnigctinle the chore bitterand burthohſomevns 
to them, whenIthey ſhall OT 


miſcrio,vchaſe fall-they haped for, and 
maligned. raid 1 


*81.11YV LI Verſ.17. 
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Ver. 17. Correft anne and be foal gine thee r b 
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Orreld thy ſonne,”)] Admoniſh thy child, either ſonne or 

aughter, by rebukes and checkes, or (if need require) 
fmite them wich the rod or wand,according to the quality of 
the fault,and the yeeres and Nature of thy child, ad bee ſhall 
Line thee reft : wheras before his misbehauiour and evill mans 
ners did trouble and diſquieethee, now his reformaion and 
amendment ſhall put an end to thy griefe, and feares, andre. 
freſh thee aſter thy teares and ſorrow for him, if God adde his 
bleſhag to thine endeauours : andthisis the beſt meanesthat 
can bee vicd, euen his dwne ordinance for that purpole: for 
nurtured children, whoſe hearts God doth ſmite with humi- 
liation for their faults, as parents ſmite their backe with the 
rod, or their earrs with reproofes, doe(as it were) bring 4 
cheere of quietnefle ymto:them, after their dread and paines: 
they ſhall need to take no thought for them after. grace is 
wrought in their. beaces, they ray: ſleepe quietly ypon theit 
beds,and put away all diftruſtfull cogitations, aud heſhall gine 
delight to thy ſowle, his ingenuitie, towardnefle, and yertuous 
di{poſition will affeQ thine heart, and cheere vp thy ſpirits, for 
thac his goodnefſe which thou dofi: preſemily  obſerue, and 
thas futurehappiteſſe which thou doi foreſee to: remains fot 
him : for even as 8 grodnd welltified, ot drefied,. or trees well 
pruned,or looked vneo, bring forth to the husbandman hveet 
flowers,o00d commodities, and deleRable fruits : ſo the well 
gouernedchild will yer _——_— ſpeeches, ſhewhin» 
@-bſcquiohs,cand: te eo all good: infiructions, 
and enery way copferme himielfe th the cootenacian of bis 
in him. 
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Verſe r8. Where there ie no viſion the people periſh : but they 
that kgepe the Law are bleſſed, | | 


Here there is no viſion] Where there is no whole- 
VV and bncere preaching of Gods dodtrine out of 
his word:(for themeflage ofthe Prophets was wontto be cal- 
led a viſion, and the Prophets themlelues called ſeers; ) the 1G,j 1.1, 
people periſh,are expolſcd to the greateſt cuils that can be, both 1.5am,z.2.& 9. 
of ſoule and body : asto infidelitie ; to ignorance; to the mo- y. 
tions of Satan, whereby they aredrawen into iniquitie at his 
leaſure, to the dammableluſt, and affeRions of their owne 
nay to impenitencie and hardnesof hearc, to the wrath of 
God, and to the hazard of endles damnation, In the Hebrew 
text it is ſard they aremadenaked, as ſouldiers among the ſhot 
and weapons of their enemies, without armour on their 
backes, (in which ſenſe it is faid that Sow prophecied ail day na- 1.Sam. 19.24. 
ked)or to people ripe of their. garments, wherebyir commeth 
to paſſe, that they are Rarned with cold in therime of winter, 
ortofted with hearte inthe ſorumer, and are madean obiet of 
ſhame and contempt to all that looke vpon them, Now the 
v:fonis ſaid wot to be, when God hath ſhur vp the eyes ofthem 
that ought to be teachers, that the Scriptures are asac/afped lſa.29.9. 
beoke,or ſealed letter which cannot beread, and rherefore no 
ſound deQrine is taughtby themar all : bue there is a woctull 
famine of the word of God, And the vifiew is ſaid wot ro br Amos 8.17, 
when the word is ſometimes expounded, bur not fincerely, 
faithfully, and diligently, fo that the people may be «« ſheepe 
without a ſrepheard, inthe middeſt of great plenty of fuch as 
take ypon them to bee teachers : bus rhey that heepe rhe law, 11, yg, ;6. 
which conſcionably,and conftantly addrefſe ns ws tO rc 
tainethar which they heare, co beleeue that which is teſtified, 
andto that which is commanded, «rebleſſed,as cated in 
the es of God, ns inheritors of everlefling glory, and 
ent poſſeſfors of Gods mercies and fauours, asbeing t. 
cured fromthe perrill of every ON —_ inſt chom, and 
willdoe themgood: 


2 this 
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Verſ. 17. Correft thy ſonnt and be foal! ine thee reſt, 
ſhall gine deligbt to thy ſowle. TY. FR 


Orrel4 thy ſonne,”)] Admoniſh thy child, either ſonne or 
augheer, by rebukes and checkes, or (if need require) 

fmite them wich the rod or wand,according to the quality of 
the fault,and the yeeres and ſtature of thy child, and bee ſhall 
give thee reft : wheras before his misbehauiour and evill mans 
ners did trouble and diſquieethee, now his reformmion and 
amendment ſhall put an end to thy griefe, and feares, andre. 
freſh thce aſter thy teares and ſorrow for him, if God addehis 
bleſſing to tbine endeauours: andthisis the beſt meanesthat 
can bee vicd, eucn his owne ordinance for that purpole: for 
nurtured children, whoſe hearts God doth ſmite with humi. 
liation for their faults, as parents ſmite their backe with the 
rod, or their earrs with reproofes, doe(as it were) bring 4 
cheere of quietnefle yt: them, after their dread and paines! 
they ſhall need to take no thought for them after. grace it 
wrought in their beaces, they rnay- ſleepe quietly ypon their 
beds,and put away all diftruſtfull cogitations, and he ſbellgine 
delight to thy ſowle, his ingenuitie; towardnefle, andvertuous 
dfpoſition will affeRt.thine heart, and cheere vp ris 
thac hjs goodnefie which thou dofi: preſemly-obſeruc, 2nd 
that future happibeſſe which thou doi foreſee to remains fot 
him for even as 8 grodind welltiled, ot drefled,. or rrees well 
pruned,or looked vneo, bring forth to the husbandman hveet 
flowers,g00d commadities,and deleRable fruirs : ſo the well 
| IR will yer ſuch: gratious ſpeeches, ſhewhim 
@obſcquiots,cavd :traftable vo all good infiruttions, 

and energy way.conforme himielfe: ti the cooenmign of bbs 
parent, ther chicitloule ſhall have geter delighwand comb 
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raſe 18. 


Verſer8. where there ie no vifonthe people perifh rhes | 
that kgepe the Law are bleſſed, my 


\ * 4m there 15 no viſon| Where there is no whole- 
V ſome, and fincere preaching of Gods doctrine out of 

his word:(for themeflage ofthe Prophets was wontto be cal- 

led a viſion, and the Prophets themſelues called ſeers; ) the 1Gi.r 1, 
people periſh,are expoicd to the greateſt cuils that can be, both 1.5aw,z.2.& 9. 
of ſoule and body :asto infidelitie ; to ignorance; to the mo- 9. 
tions of Satan, whereby they aredrawen into iniquitic at his 

oy to the damnableluft, and affeQions of their owne 

earts, to impenitencie and hardnesot hearc, to the wrath of 

God, and to the hazard of endles damnation, In the Hebrew 

text itis ſard they are wadenated, as ſouldiers among the ſhot 

and weapons of their enemies, without armour on their 

backes, (in which ſenſe tis faid that Sow prophecied all day na- 1.Sam. 19.24. 
ked)or to people ſtripe of their. garments, wherebyir commeth 

to pafſe, that they are Rtarned with cold inthe rime of winter, 

or tofted with heate inthe ſorumer; and are madean obieRt of 

ſhimeand contemprto all that looke vpon «hem. Now the 

%:fon is ſaid wot to be, when God hath ſhut vp the eyes ofthem 

that ought tobe teachers, that the Scriptures are as a c/afþed l(a.29.9. 
booke,or ſealed letter which cannot beread, and rherefore no 

ſound deQrine is taughrby them ar all : bue there is a woctull 

faraine of the word of God, And the wiſies is ſaid wot io br Amor 8.1r. 
when the word is ſometimes expounded, bur not fincerely, 

faithfully, and diligently, fo that the people may be «« ſheepe 

without a ſrepheard, a 5 middeſt of great plenty of ſuch as 

take ypon them to bee teachers :bwr So that keepe rhe law, 1ac.g.36. 
which conſcionably,and conftantly addrefſe themſelues to re= 

eainethar which they heare, co beleeve that which is ceſiified, 

andto that which is commanded, «rebleſſed,as cated in 

the youn es of God, us inheritors of everlefling glory, and 

Do Pa ok rs of Gods mercies =_ favours, _—_— = 

cure heperrill of every thatis #gainſt them, 
aſſaredofthefopplivofalithin ke will Joe themgood : 
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- perſons addetotheir owne miſerie, and bring burdens vpou 


50d Paovanss. Cha ag. 
this is bleſſednes, and theſe are men that doe partake ofit; for 


diversheare the word but it'is to their condemotion, wi NN es 
therefore the outward ioyning of the exerciſes of relipi ſent 
maketh not any happy, vnlefſethey have alſo their portionin 26, 
the power thereof by the ſpirit of God, and be transformed 

into the image of Chriſt, k 


Thus the oppolition i3:#bere the viſion faileth theyeople pe. ohi 
r:ſh,and curſed1s he that hauing the law doth not obeyit+bue 


where the viſſon is the people may be ſaucd, and blefledishe : 


that keepeth the law, 
: q 
Verſe 19. A ſernant will not be correfted by word ; fr ol; 
though he vnader/tandhe will not anſwere, : ol 
| | | hy 
Serwant] An inferiour, of ſcruile diſpofition, aſrowad BW te 
and (iubborneperſon, will not be correited with words, WW & 
. bare words without ſtrokes, or other puniſhment, will ov WW < 


ſuthcetoreforme him, though he underſtand; norwithanding Ie 
he apprehend what thou meaneſtyer he will not auſwere either f 
when he is commanded ought, he pretendeth that he beareth 
Not what is ſaid ynto him: or when a queſtion is asked of him, 
he will ftand mute, and hold his peace,out of acurſt ſtomacke 
or though he heare, and ſpeake, and promiſe that he will doe 
all which is giuen in charge, yet he anſwereth.nor in this ſenle, 
becauſe he purteth nor in praRiiſe.. Such ſubborne obſlinate 


their owne backes, which they might be freed from. 


Verſe 20. Seeſt thou a man haſite in his matters , thats 
morehope of a fooole then of hixs, 


GE thow aman haſlie in his matters] One that is carried 

beadlong without aduice, or circumſpeRion, for theat- 

tempting, or managing of his affajres, marke him well, rake 

. good uotice both of him, and his ſucceſſes,therg gore hopeof 

a foole, then of b:11, a natural, and.one whom God hath.der 

Praued ofthe [acultic, andbenefieaf ypderiianding, and dif 
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Verft 21:32» PrxovnRss. $049 
cretion :the cauſe of this remeritie and raſhnes is an over- 
weaning conceit of his owne wiſedome: and therefore this 
ſentence little differerh in ſenſe from the twelfth yerſe of the 
26, Chapter 


Ver(.21. He that delicately bringeth vp his ſernant from « 
obilde, ſhall hawe him become as his ſonne at length. 


H; that delicately bringeth vp his ſernant) Which make 
roo much of an ynworrkie feruant, by lifting him vpto 
offices, whereof hee is incapable, and altogether vofir for the 
place : or cloatheth him with apparell too fine for h13 degree ; 
or feedeth him roo daintily ro che nouryhment of his luſts : 
or giueth himtoo large allowance for his expenſes tor ſuffe- 
reth himtotake roo mucheaſe : or vſeth himwirth over great 
familiaritie, from hu yoxth,from bisfirſt beginning a long ſea- 
ſon after,that doth not in time take him downe,and make him 
learne to know himſelfe berter, ſhal hawe him become as his 
fomne at length, ar length hee will take tare vpon him, and be= 
come a young maſter in the houſe, after an inſolent and arro- 
gant manner, as if al theſe fauours were due vnco him of right: 
ovngratefull he will be ynto his matter, as that he will thinke 
him bound ro preferre him; and fo impcrious ouer his fel- 
lowes,as that hee will chinke hee may domineere over them; 
and ſo malaperrt to the children of the familie, as that hee will 
makehimſcſſe to be their cquall : For the more kindly wicked 
men be dealt with, the more vathankfull and inhumane chey 


ſhew therrſelues. 


Verſe 22, «An argrie man flirreth vp ſtrife aud 4 furious 
man abonndeth in tranſgreſſion. 


N angrie man fterreth wp ſtrife. See cap.1 5.18.a9d 4 fiv- 


A ri04 man which ſuffereth himſelf ro be rranſporred with 
rage & indignation, which is weddedrohis paſſis, as a man is 


to his wife : (for ſo much may the origmall word im ort) 4- bagnal che« 
bounleth in tranſpreſſion, bein inflam+d with wrath, hee not web, 


only breedeth conrention, bur bringerh foorth an number of 
£ LI 3 francs 


OR any rope ng nn. == —_— CO _—— 


5os Pxoverss. _ Chapag, 


Gones of ſundrie forts: he curſerh, he ſweareth,he revileth, he 
fNandereth, be enuicth, be murmwethghe figbteth,and is readie 
a.lo to co:mmir murther, and many in that woode ſpare notts 
ſhed blood, and lay violent hands vpon thoſe whom they 


deile with, 


Verſe 23. A mans pride ſhall bring him low : but bonour ſhall 
vphold the hunble m ſpirit, 


A Afſans pride] Eicher lurking in his heart, or expreſſed by 
4. A word, deece, countenance, apparell, and ſuch like, [hal 
bring him low, ſhall be a cauſe of his abicCtion and debaſe. 
ment,wherc he was before of higher eftate and great eftima- 
tion: but banour ſhall vuphold the humble in ſpirit, good eftceme, 
and credit, due. praiſe and commendation, goad plentie,and 
ſufficiencic of maintenance, and (af it behooffull for him, and 
may ſtand him in tiead ) offices, dignities, and meere prefers 
ments, {ail upho/d,raile vp, and keepe vp the humble in ſpirit, 
ſuch as are of lowly mind, and ſeeke lealt after either praile or 
promotion, Scechap.11,42.and 15,3 3.and 18.12. 


Verl. 24. Who ſo PT, par ner with a theefe, hateth bs owne 
ſoule,and which hearcth curſing and bewraieth not. 


' vw Ho ſo s partner with a theefe, Which makerh himſelf 
'H acceſſary vnto his tealth,or robbery,cither by coun» 
{c}],or conſent.: or by recciuiog of ftolne goods : or Bir 
cealing of thoſe whom he knowethto be offenders in this (un, 
hateth his owne ſaule, dealeth as euill with himſelfe, as if hee 
had # quarrell againſt his owne life and welfare, by makin 

himſelte ſubject to danger of law, to infamie, and to rhed! 

n pleaſure and c3y te of CGigd,in. $5,014) as, theeyes and rybhers 
' ſhall not jobcrig the;kingd me of God, ANA Eropher fr 
| yerl beiening ele be liable.rg ſuch ſrnkence, 
If; .. '-+  : as houldbe denqunced ypanthem ar the ind gemcnr: feats 9 

| PF  Gofl and Agcondingly executed ; becauſe, when they a4 
BrLg.18;  tbeeferhgrconſaute4F7jch him, efrdbe phi beargtbem ing, 

@ 1 1tr') "Þ * 
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and bewraieth it not, in the like caſe is he,and an enemie alſo 
ynto his owne ſoule, which heareth curſing, in whoſe cares 
blaſphemies, ſwearing, bitter,malitious,or any manner of in- 
ormous ſpeeches are vetered, and hee declareth ir nor, neither 
reprooucth the partie ſo faultie, although hee be ſuch a one 
whom it is wiſedome to admoniſh, and it well becommeth 
him ſo to do, neither informeth any other who may be a Phy- 
fitianto the partie delinquent, and miniſter medicines vnto 
him to cure his ſoule. And therefore after this manner the 


Lord doth centure this finne in the law : /f any ſeule heare the Leuir.y.x. 


vorce of ſwearing, and is a witnes Whether be hath ſeenc it, or 
none of it, and doe not wviter it, he ſhall beare by iniquitie. Si- 
lence then kept in ſuch caſes cauſeth men to incurre the re- 
compence that. is due to other mens'offences,as themſclues 
by bearing with thety, and winking at them, have intangled 
themſelues withthe guiltines thereof, and ſo make themſclues 


obnoxious vuety them, 


V-:{.25. The feart of a man bringeth hins into a ſnare : but 
be th1t truſteth in the Lord ſhall be ſafe, 


Ile feare of a man Not the ſpirituall feare, and ſonnelike 
reucrenceof God with dread to doe ought that may dif- 
pleaſe liim : For happre i he that feareth alway : nor the natu- 
ral feare of d:ngers and troubles, ſo long as it keeperth in com- 
paſſe, and is ſanQified by the ſpirit of God : bur thatſlauiſh 
and cowardly ftcare, that dafterlines of heart which ſpringeth 
from infidelitie, and cither detaineth a man from performing 
his dutie, and thrufteth him on forwards, to the doing of that 
which is vnlawfull, bringeth him into a ſnare, into great per- 
Frakes eng dilirefles, and ſometimes into great dangers a 
{chjefes: for the want of Chriſtian fortitude is both finfull, 
and hurtfulf; This complainr doth /eremiah make of the im- 


pious caitifes of his time, They bend their rogues libr a bow for 1ro . 


lies, but haue no conrage for the truth. When eAbrabamand 
Iſaack began to bee ſurpriſed with this, their feete were pre-= 


ſently ia the fnace, by difclaiming theirowne wiucs, and aſter 
Ll 4 a ſort 


$10 Proven. 


Chay, 


a ſort proſtituting them, or at leaſt expoſing themtothe yn. 
chalt eyes and powers of heathen Princes. And in wha 4 ira 
plight was Dawid at Gath when hee was overtaken with jy, den 
who vpon two much timiditie, and diftruſt of Gods prote. be 
Rion, auoided the land of Iſracl, and caſt himſelfe intothe pro 
Philiſtin:s hands, among whom hee was brought into miſers. nin 
ble (tre:phts, being driven to counterfeite madnes,andio pla pre 
the part ot a lunatick and frenticke perſon, as if hee bad been wh 
quite beſides himlelfe? And Peters example was memorable, bir 
who letting his courage to fall from him, and fearefulnest 
poſicfle him, was well neere yanquiſhed by feeble ſouldiers, 
the porters at gazes,and ba'c perſons,a woman, a girle,a con. th 
remptible wench, made him to yeeld yp his weapons,and to 
j yeeld himſelte (as it were) captiue into their hands, they com- £ 
| pelled himto lye, to ſweare, to forſweare, and to abiure;his 
| | own maſter, wh6 not many houres before he promiſed bo { 
'\ RinglyroGie with, But he that truſteth im the Lord,che.perſon £ 
[i which 1s ſecure of the good will of God, which conſtantly fur. WR 
fereth affiictions,and as a yaliant ſouldier of Ieſus Chrilt pro- » 
ceederh jn well doing, ſhall be ſafe, and ſure vnder the Lords WF *® 
defence : he will be as an high rocke vnto him, and for a to- | 


: 
| wer and calile, ſo that nothing ſhall rouch ſuch a one to doe 
'Þ him hurt, 

The oppoſition Rtandeth thus: A mans feare doth bring him 
5wto a ſnare, and hee that hath not his confidence in Goc ſhall 
be in danger : but the boldnes of a man doth preferue his l- 


þcrtie,and be chat trufteth in the Lord ſhall be [«fe. 


| Verſi26, Many ſeebe the fawonr of A ruler : but every man! 
mwdgemert i fromthe Lord, | 


" Any ſerks the fanonr of a ruler, ] Many imploy all thei 

8 | friends, apd vic all poffible meanes to haue the Magi- 
iN  _ fratemade for them in:their ſuites and queſtions. Sce chap. 
; I9 6, But exery mins mdgement, the ſentence which the M 

giftrate ſhall paſle vpon euery mans cauſe, whether it bee to 
elcere him, or to calt him, x of the. Lord, who. bach decreed 


W 


Verſe 27» Paxovairss. $I 
what ſucceſſe euery man ſhall finde, and direeth the Magi- 


frates mouth to pronounce the ſentence, which his proui- 
dence hath appointed to bee giuen ; and howſocuer man may 


rote. be corrupt in ating of that which he hath deterinined; yet his 
othe procceding is abſolutely iuſt and rightcous, Pilate condem= 
ſera. ning Chriſt eo death, paſſed as wrongfull a ſentence as ever 
play proceeded out of mans mouth ; and yet our Sauiour told him, 


whatſoever he ſhould be able to doe againſt him was afſigned 
ble, WW him fromaboue,and the Lord had fore appointedir. 
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herg, Verſ.27. The unin/} man i an abomination to the infl,and ke 
COD. that « vpright 1s an abomination 10 the wicked. 

d to 

om. He wninit man is an abomination tothe inſt] The iuſt doth 
bis iuſtly abhorre the vngodly, not in reſpect of their per- 
0 WW ſons, but for,and according to their deſerts : becauſe they are 
ſon Gods enemies, & aduerſaries both to their ſoules, and to the 
ff. WE whole Church, and bring plagues and iudgements ypon the Plal.r 39.27, 
f0- whole nation : and what fellowſhip can there bee berweene 
ids WW rightcouſhes and varighteouſnes ? or of the feede of the wo. 
o. © manwiththe ſeede ofthe ſerpent ? On the: concravie fide, he 
oe WW thats vpright,thac leadeth an vpright and holy life, is a» abo-= 


mation to the wicked, hated of him with great detetiation,but 
vniuftly, and withour all deſert : for there is cauſe rather of 
loue, and kinde affcRion, But bence ariſerhthe quarrell, that 
the ypright mans workes are good,and hiseuill: and becauſe 
the yprigbr man will not runne toche ſame excefſe of riot 
with him: and becauſe hee will either aRually or yocallyre- 
$4 his ſinnes : and becauſe his heart is affrighted,and terri- 
cd with the preſence and companie of the vpright: and be- 
cauſethe ypright and godly man is norofthis world, Sce the lokary.1p. 
tenth yerſe of this Chapter. 


Cnar 
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Verſe 1. The words of Agar the ſonne of [abeth,exentbe pro. 
phecie the may ſpake concerning Ithiel,enen Ithiel and Veal, 


EoenHc ſentences of Salomon were determined, and 
& 23) le) endedin the former Chapter : vnto which are 
| 35 adioined the writings and ſayings oftwo other 
SY holy perſons inſpired by the holy GhoR, and 
ia vnited in one volume with them : namely eA- 
gur, to whom this Chapter is aſcribed, and Bathſheba Sale- 
mons mother, which yttcred the words ot the next,in this pre. 
ſent chapter : firſt the Scribe, penmian, or author thereof vnder 
God is deſcribed : ſecondly the matter of it is propounded : 
the penman is deſcribed onely by his name and relation, hee 
was eAgnr the ſonne of /aketh, The matter is propoſed firſt 
more generally being termed words : ſecondly more yu_Y 
itis called a prophecte,that is, ſacred words, holy ſayings, ſuc 
as Gods owne ſpirit did dictate, which proceecdeth not from 
his owne wit, wiſedome, nor learning, or any private motion 
of his owne, but as hee was direed by the holy Ghiolt : and 
thirdly, more particularly in the ſcuerall points anc b:a"ches 
of the ſame, andthoſe bee of three ſorts: whereof ſome are 
euangelicall doQrines touching faluation, to the fcucith 
verſe: ſome are requeſts to God in way of payer ,to the renth 
verſe : and ſome are promiſcuous ſentences,as precepts, com- 
plaints, threatnings, and parables touching many matters. 
Now touching faluation, and the ſpirituall life inthe firſt 
place hee declareththe author, worker, and fotindation of it 
ChriR, tothe fifth verſe: in the next hee ſheweth the meancs 
wherby the ſame is to be attained vnto,in the 5. and 6,verles, 
Concerning [thie/,our Saujour Chriſt is here ſet forth vnto vs, 
firſt by the vnion of his natures, that being eternall,& migh- 
tic God with his Father, hee is alſo man with vs. For /th:e/is 
equiualcnt 


ww w © ©. hoof 
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equiualent to /mwnanxel, ſauing this that /mumanuel fignifieth 
God with vs, and [thiel by a neerer application, God with me : 
and the ſame word doth alio argue his attribute of goodnes, 
his gracious preſence,according tothe ordinarie phraſe of the 
Scripture : as was the conference berweene Grdeon and the 


Angell,The Lord « With thee thou valiant man (laith the one) Tudg 6.12.13. 


Ifthe Lord be with 1s, why all this come vpon vs ? (laith the 


ether) Feare not (laith the Lord to his Iſrael by the Prophet) Iſai.43.9. 


for [ amwith thee. Andafter that by his omnipotencic and po=- 
wer, which is the meaning of the word Yea/, alchough not- 
withſtanding both [rhie/ and it doe ſomewhat varic trom the 
cominon forme of words of their compoſition, and deriua- 
tion : For it pleaſeth che wiſedome of God in this place to vſe 
them afcer a hogular manner, and ficteth them tor the repre» 
ſcaration of his ſonne,as if they were his proper names, 


Verf.2. Surely I hae been brutiſh ſince I was a man, neither 
u there the underiFanding in me that was in eAdam, 

Verſ.z, [neither lcarved wiſedom, nor kno» ne the knowledge 
of holy things, 6-61 


Fs magnified the competencie and all-ſufficiencie of 
Chriſt to be a Sauiour, inreſpect of his natures as well 
divinc as humane,and of his goodnefie, preſence with his, and 
infiaite power, hee commeth to take knowledge of himſelte, 
and of his owne infufficiencie, and propoleth himſelfe eherein 
25 a paterne to all menkinde,of the gicat detacement of Gods 
image in hjim,andotdiſabiluichy/a y wiſedome of his owne, 
to compaſle his owne ſaluation : tothe end that it might ap- 
peare what need and vie he hath of a Medjatour : Swrely / bawe 
been bratiſh ſince I was a man : as if he ſhould haue ſaid, It is a 
thing very cerraing, and necefſarietÞ boo knowne and oblere 


ved,cthac;l;and all men are beaſts by owr owne kyawiedge, andin Icre.10.14, 


this ſtage haueT Roodarcuce lince I was conceiutd, and enery 
mans clſe fince Adams fa)l,in reſpect of our fle{hly condition, 
and corpacall generation, nether 15 there the vnderflanding in 
ae thatwas in Adin, thac depth of rare knowledge, and ad- 


mirable 


Ti"; 6517] 


Deur.23-13, 
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mirable wiſedome which was in Adam in the tate of inno. 
cencie, and before hee tranſgreſſed the holy commandement 
of God,and was neuer fince tound either in himſelfe,or in any 
of his poſteritic :neither haue I learned wiſedome, that heauen- 
ly and celeſtiall wiſedome from any ot the wile or prudent 
men ofthis world : for it is hidden frem them all, nor knowne 
the knowledge of holy things, ] haue not by mine owne wit, 
by the light of reaſon,or by any naturall faculties of my minde 
pierced into the deep mylterie of ſanGified and ſauing know. 
ledge: For indeed fleſh and blood reucileth not Chriſt toany 
man : but the ſpirit of God onely werking by his word. 


Verſ.4.1ho hath aſcended vp into heanen ? who hath gathe- 
red the winde in hu fiſts ? who hath bownd the waters in a gar« 
went ? who hath eſtabliſhed all the ends of the earth ? what whs 
name,or hu ſonnes name,if thou canit telime? 


H E proceedeth ſtill to debaſe himſelfe, and all the world 
beſides, both for ignorance and debilitie, and maketh 
therein a compariſon berweene God and man, — 
from the one, and aſcribing tothe other the gloric and pri! 

of ſupernall marters, and this hee doth by way of challenge: 
Who _ he) hath aſcendrd inte heaven? beſide him that is 
Tthiel,and F-r4/,that he ſhould be there informed in the ſecret 
of Gods will,or deſcended? that he might rell vs what things 
he hath ſeene,or lieard 2 in this ſenſe our Sauiovur ſaith, vo wes 
bath aſcended into beauen, but be that hath deſcended from it, 
tbe ſonne of man which is in heanen. Trac itis that Paw/,and 0- 
ther have been wrape vp thither, bur yet not of themſclues, 
but by God,and withall the things which they ſaw were yn- 
utterable, #ho bath gathered the winde in bu fifs ? who doth 
hold the wind in his hand that it blow nox,and letterh it looſe 


; When hee will co breathe out ſtrong and violent blaſts, who 


hath bownd the waters im a garment? As it hee ſhould 1ay,]s it 
not God onely which keeperh the waters in the cloudes,and 
hath incloſed them in an narrow compaſle, as it were wrapt 
vp ina veſture, which hee may fold vp, or let out at his owne 
pleaſure? 


RR. As ack mc aa 
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? for doth it belong to man to appoint drought, or 
moifture,to build yp the clowdes,or diffolue them into raine? 
who hath etabliſned the ends of the earth ? by whoſe appoint- 
ment is it, that the earth, and all the coſis thereof remaineſo 
firme, and able, is it by the vertue of mans hand or comman- 
dement ? what is his name ? canſt thou name a man thar can 
performe theſe things ? what u hrs ſounes name ? he ſpeaketh 
this according to the cuſtome of che Jewes, who vied to make 
men knowne accordivg to their kindred : as 1ſarah the ſonne 
of Amos: Dauid theſonne of [ſhai; (oallo Aſa hu ſonne, l[ehe- 
ſhapat bus ſonne, leboram his ſonne; name his ſonne, meaning 
that there is not a man to be found in any tamilice, or kindred 
ofthe world, that is able ro performe theſe things : and all 
theſe latter demands are brought in for amplifications of the 
firit quetton, and that by amotit clegant gradation, for the 
erecting of mans imbecilitie : as if he ſhould have ſaid, Is man 
able ro mount vp into heauen, to be a companion of God in 
his counſels ? nay he is aot able ſo much as to gouerne the 
windes in the aire : nor to order the waters in the loweſt 
clowdes:nur to adde the leaſt fRabihitie to the earth, which we 
tread vpon; and therefore both 1,and all that will atraine vnto 
bleflednes, muſt goe out of our ſclyes, and ſeeke our helpe in 
Ithie! and Ueal, being that ſonne of God whom no man 
knowerh bur the father, neither doth any-man know the fa- 


ther but he alone, and ro whom he will reucile him, he is the Matth 1” +6. 


true Meſliab. . 


Verſe 5. Emery word of God us ptere, be i a ſhield to them 
that tra}? in how. 


He meanes whereby faluation is ro be obrained, 2nd 

which conficme 3 man in the affured hope thereof, are 
three: thefirftis the mot} perfect andabſolmne word of God, 
1 theformer clauſe of this veric: the ſec ond is faiths, affhance in 
God, and dependance ypon him, 1n the latrer clauſe of this 
ycrie ; the thd is che conſacnce, and mott durifull regard of 
Gods holy yogce, cleric be. faichfully obſeracd without our 


| owne 
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ewne mixtures withit, in the next verſe: Exeryword of Gola 
pare,cuery part'and particle of Gods reveiled will | 
iuſ,holic, and free from all ion, and baſenes, xs the i. 
wer that hath bin many times refined in the fire; this is that 
word of grace, of that meſlage of ſfaluation, whereby Chrift 
doth excrciic his goodnes towards ys, and maketh his 
eff-uall in vs, be is aſhield to them that truſt in him, to the 
faich which he requireth, he perſwadeth vs by a forcible cauſe, 
the prouident carc of God for the ſaluation, and ſafetic ofhiz 
people, which he illuſtrateth by a compmiſon of bodily armes 
of defence,and therefore he is called a />ie/d,or buckler,which 
z man holdeth out againſt the weapons of his enemies,and re. 
ceiueth the arrowes, the ſtrokes, the darts, the bullets, the 
hor, which otherwiſe would pierce the body,ſlay,orwound 
It: and therefore a good man can neuer beſhurt by the diuell, 
and his ſouldiers, ſo long as the Lord is not battered nor pier- 
ced: ifhe be _— able,they arc in ſafetie : ifhe be inuinci. 
ble,they can neuer bee deftroyed, The ſubieRts of this pro- 
teion,the perſons preſerued by him,are thoſe that caſt them. 
ſclues vpon him, and (tedtaſtly repoſe their confidence in him, 
Sce Chap.29.25. 


Verſe 6. eAdde not to bis words left be reproone thee, and 
tbe be found a tyer, 


AP wot to hy words] Neither vtter, nor praiſe an 

thing againſt the will of God reueiled to thee, by equa 

lizing mens words with it : and dignifying the fruites of hu- 
mane wit with che titles, and prerogatiues that peculiarly ap- 
pertaine to Gods wiſdome;by canonizing mens writings,and 
ſo making them matchable with Gods holie bookes : by for- 
ging of things which God neuer ſpake, or by mifiorerpre- 
ting,or miſapplying that which he hath delivered : by falfify- 
ing the meaning, and giuing aſerſe which he intended not; 
eſpeciaily1ro take liberry to {1nne, or thereby dor any thing 
that is vnlawfull. The reaſon whereby he dererreth men from 
this peeltmption.gs,tiom the peril w diy 200" 


cho.yo. 


—_—— 
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that in a double reſpeQ : the one they expoſe themſclues vnts 
rebuke; doenot this /eff be reprone * as charging thee with 
arrogancy and great preſumption: and the other that they be= 
wray their owne falſhood, /e/? (ſai:h he) rhow be found a thay, 
in affirming that whichis yoid of truth, a:1d egregiouſly con- 
tary ynto it, and ſo ſhale thou have the true God ro diſcoucr 
thy lies, and with iudgements vpon thee (to thy confulion,) 
averreand juſtifie his owne diuive veritie: and the ſame is the 
condition of theſe, which contrarily diminiſh any part of 
Gods word,and attempt totake away ought from that which 
he hath ſpoken, or writren , againſt his precept, and fri 
charge, Whatſoener 1 command you take heede to dos it, thew 
fralt put nothing thereto, nor take ought therefrom, | 


Verſe 7. Two things hane I required of thee, deny them me 
net before / dye. 


—_ prayer of Agwr,though it be briefe, confiſteth yer of 
three parts, as we ſhall ſee in order; the firſt is a preface 
and entrance thereumo : 7wo things hae I required of thee, 
wherein this holy man of God in humble manner ſheweth vn, 
to him, that he earneſtly defireth at his hands two things eſpe- 
cially, as moſt needfull for the ſaluation of his ſoule, the dif 
chargeof his dutie, and good eftate inthis life: for —_—_ 

begged many otherthings at Gods hand; yet hee did fre- 
quently, and feruently crave theſe rwo as matters of great im« 
portance, and ſuch as made a way for innumerable other par- 
ticulars, and thefe h-< defircth to obeaine, and _—_ 
he he, during his ſc , and -even yneill his laſt breath; 
this he Jothy; For'thar'hie well knew, and confidered if God 
hould withdraw his fauour and grace from him bat fora mo» 


ment, hiv eftate would be'yery miſerable, 7 0 
ST3 Pete ty, fas 
* 407 Dorn cl a: 1003014915 vt '$%, 
PO Urgor bog fn ions cit 133200 and] ot 1 
0) 5% ons aria 0% 1 ome, a7 01h 228Gr 


TR 
vinid 


518 ' PROVERB, 


Chan 


Verſe 3. Remone from me vanity and lies, gine me mithy - 
ponertic nor riches, feed me with food connenient for me, vr 
*s 

T2 ſecond part of this prayer ſtandeth in the ſuite thathe - 
maketh, the petitions that he putteth vp to God, andthe fha 
principall things which he ſupplicateth for : whereof ſome of ww 
them concernethe ſonle, as grace againſt his ſinnes : and ſome a 
the body, 2s moderate maintenance for his eltate, Remonefar Ks 
fromme (1aith he) vanitie, and lies, that is to ſay, keepe me a 
thy bolic {picit from all vngodlines,and vnrighteouſnes,whi @ 
is vanity, and eſpecially from hypocrific, and telling of ya. | 
eruth, whichis a double iniquitie : thoſe of this kind which] n 
haue formerly fallen into,remit, and pardon, and for the fu. la 
ture dayes of my life,protcQ, and defend me again the do- _ 


minion, power, and venome of them,and cauſc that ſo ofty[ 
fault, I may be purged from them by ſound and hartie repes n 
tance. This his requeſt is very much agreeable to thoſepert 
ons whichour Sauipur hath taught ys. to make: Forgive vsw 
treſhaſſes : lexge v5 not ivto temptation but delwer vs fromenil, 
Gee me neither powerty, nor riches, after ſpirituall graces hee 
craucth corporal bleſſings, deining a mediocritie therein, t- 
ven ſo much as is needtull, mcetc, and vſcfull for liim ; and 
therefore maketha dreprecation agzinft extremities, ouer lite 
tle, or exceſſive much, give we wether ponertie nor riches lufict 
me not to be Cs, neither yet to-carrie. 400 
heauie a burden of proſperjtic:let me not ſinke into indigency, 
and ſo be made milerabke with want, neigher let me oucrflow 
withtoo Juxurious ancftate, ,and ſo be corrupted with {upere 
fluitie, feed mvp with food connenient for me, yhat is to. fay; b&+ 
iow .vpon amgchat partion. which thoyas my, heauenly 
haſt cut out for me, angappointed.1nthy.degreg go hecomr 


nient for my body, and for my ſoule, and no hinderance, but 
a furtherance to me inthy ſeruice.]tis more forcibly propoutt 
&digybec u—_— texr, then doth appeare in the tranſlacion; 
for the Lord therein with his adminiſtration, and providence 
1s compared to the dammes of yong creatures, whoſe yet” 
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Verſe 9. 


enneceſſarily by them : and likewiſe he is reſembled ro wiſe, 
faithfull, and iuſt maſters, and Capraines, which yeeld a ſet al- 
lowance, or ordinary vnto their people, or ſouldiers, which 
ſhall be very ſufficient for them,and which they may vndoub- 
tedly conclude ts have miniftredto them in due time, without 
any fayling, and therefore they are in bercer caſe, then'ifir lay 
moulding, or corrupting by them many moneths before they 
needit,and ſhould be amongſt their car;jages, wherewith they 
fhould weary themſclues in their oft remoueals from one 
place or countrie to another. Andthisis all one in ſenſe with 
that other petition in the Lords prayer, give vs this day our 
daily bre14,2nd it hath alſo the ſameextent that that hath con- 
taining vnder bread or food all corporall bleſſivps, or wha! (1 

ever things be expedient for a mans welfare touching, this 


life, 


Verſe 9, Leſt [ be full, and deny thee,and (ay v9 15 the { ord: 
or leſt I be pocre and ſteale, and take the name of my God in 
Vaine , 


/ Ba third is a confirmation of his petition, which he made 
for competencic, without thoſe extremities and the noy= 
ſome cFeRs that will inſue from either of them, and that is on 
the one ſide irnpious, and execrable contermpr of God, and on 
the other ſide, ſinful, ſcandelous,and offenfigeThifting,/eff / be 
ful,exceed inriches,or be too highly aduanced to honour and 
promotion,or haue more then enough of the outward things, 
which the world doth ſo inuch admire, 4nd deny thee, totake 
authority, or bearc rule ouer me, or to giue precepts for my 
wayes : eſpecially when thy word preſcribeth ought againtt 
my carnall lufts, and fleſhly will, and ay, by rhe conterpptu- 
ous thought of my heart within my ſelfe, or by je merge 
ſpeeches to others, or by the conſequence of a difloluce, ir- 
regular, or preſumptuous behauiour, ho i the Lord hog 


| Mm 


ing meate, (or 88 the word ſignifyeth) a prey vnto them, Fatriphbesi 
conftantly, and without any defeatement ofthem : and this is nr ſi 
better, then to haue their neſts, or holes full of meate, lying chwkks. 
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ſhould. feare him, that I ſhould obey him, that 1 ſhould rs, 
fraine from mine owne pleaſing, and ſweete delights, to doe 
him ſeruice : for falnes is very infeſtuous to religion; and to 
humilitie, and to achriftian conuerſation,cuen in Gods owne 
people,ſfaying, Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God, 
not keeping bu commandements, nor his lawes, which I com. 
mand thee this day:left when thou haſt eaten, and filedthy ſelfe, 
and ſhalt build goodly houſes, and dwell therein, and thy {8s 
and thy ſheepe be mcreaſed,thine heart be lifted vp and thou for. 
get the Lord thy God, which bromght thee out of the landof E. 
gypt.,ont of the houſe of bondage, Or leſt I be poore and ſteale aud 
rate the name of my Godin vaine, leſt famine, and pinching ne- 
ceſſity do draw me firlt vnto theft,ang afterward into penury, 
diſhonouring thee by my fraudulent and ynconſcionable 
chetings, or other vnrighteons courſes. 


Verſe 10. eAccuſe not a ſeruant tohis maſter, leff be car 


thee and thou be found guilty, 
Au not a ſeruant to his maſter |Complaine not falfly or 
raſhly without cauſe, or neceſſitie, if ealier meanes ma 
ſerueto reclaime, andreforme him, though he ſhould be faul. 
tie: for itis a worke of cruelty to inbitter gouernours againſt 
rheirynderlings :itis as vnfit for a good man ſo to doe, wit 
misbeſcemeth him that is mercifull co play the prankes of 
falſe and malitious Doeg:and who would deale ike that who- 
riſh miſtres of /oſeph, to expoſe a harmelefſe lambe to the 
pawes of a roaring Lyon? For ſuch a one ſhe atrempted to 
make Potipher to be,by kindling in himthe rage ofielonſie,by 
her falſe ſuggeſtions,and helliſh calumniations, The enemies 
of Shadrach, CMelhach, and Abednego, are perpetually infa- 
mous by this kind of treacherqus ſycophancie : and when wil 
the reproch of that curſed Hama» come to an end, who by his 
virulenr tongue traduced a whole nation, and the beſt nation 
of all the Kings ſubieRs, inucighed A/oweroſh to preſcribe 


 thery all, and deftinage them toa bloody maſſacre ? If it be ſo 
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katcfull a thing to make diuifion among brethren — 
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reſe 11. Paovanss. 521 
equals, as that God hath them in t deteſtation which vſe 
it; how much more is it abominable ro imbitter one that is 
mightie, againſt him thatis fo feeble, where there can be no 
refiſtance,nor proteRion.to bring poore helpelefſe perſons(as 
it were) to the ſlaughter houſe, or torture? Leſt he curſe thee, Exod. 14.29. 


pon leſt by his prayer mto God he draw downe a curſe ypon thee, 
/ from him who is the detender, and reuenger of the poore, and 
aft; ſo he plague thee with ſome ſtroke from his owne hand; or he 
Y jor give thee ouer to ſome ſuch offence, as the court of juſtice wil 
of E. take notice of: or punifh, and bring tolight ſome former miſ- 
And behauiour of thine, whereofthou peraduenture by this poare 
Jaz ſeruants information or teſtimony ſhall be conuiQed:forthey 
ey thatare accuſed, are wont topubliſh all the evill they know 
adle by their accuſer :this kind of recrimination is frequent and 
common, 
wit Verſe 11, There « ageneration that exrſeth their father, 


aud doth not bleſſe their mother, 


on crooked & wicked generation of finners (asit were) 
in this verſe, and the three next, arc yoked together, and 
deſcribed, The firſt Rtocke is of thoſe that are notable rebels, 
who curſetheir father, and mother, and bleſſe them not, the 
ſame thing being repeated negatively by the contrary : of this 
ſort are all ſuch as riſe vp 'againſtthem that are in authority, 
and namely vngratious children, who not onely in heart de- 
ſpiſe their parents, and wiſh cuill vnto them;bur withreuiling, 
or other malapert ſpeeches abuſe chem to their faces, or wit 
murmurings, whiſperings, or other words of contumelie,de- 
praue them behind their backes. Ir is a great finne to vilifie 
any, be he neuer ſo baſe or meane a friend:bur to defame, and 
deface thoſe who repreſent the Lords perſon,and who are the 
authors and preſcruers of their liues, muſt needs be an horrible 
. impiety, and moſt inhvmane Dn - which the Lord 
' commandeth the Magittrate to take knowledge of,and to pu- 
} 


niſh, and that in a ſevere mianner,cuen with tio Heſſe then death Levit.30.9, 
itſelfe, as well as he d6th other grieuous and capirall crimes. 
| res Mm 2 Verſt 12, 


che 
Verſe 12, There « 4 generation that are pure in thelr owny 
ejes,and yet are not waſhed from their filthineſſe, 


022 Prov. 


He ſecond generation, brood,or race(as it were) procee. 

ding from one age to another, is of infatuated ſinners 
| who are prre in their owne eyes, who fantaſie their own hearts 
F and waics to be godly and righteous, and like natural Puti- 
1 tanes with their owne teſtimonie confirine themſelues in a 
great opinion of their owne integritie, For alwaies the worſt 
men arc beſt conceited of themſclues, and the more Gods 
word condemneth them, the more their owne tongues and 
imaginations iuſtifie them : For they are blinded by naturall 
ignorance: the diuell hath blindfolded their minds : 2nd God 
in his juſtice (becauſe they embraced not the loue of his truth) 
hath giuen thews cer to /trong deluſions, to giue credence yn. 
to,and be/cene, the /yes of their owne ſeduced heaits, and yet 
are not waſhed from their filthineſſe, they remaine in the dung 
© | of corruption and ſinfulnes : they are not iuſtified by the re. 
'Y miſhon of their ſfnnes ; nor haue their conſciences frinkle 
| with the blood of Icſus Chriſt; nor ſanRified by the ſpiritof 
'T God, and the. pure water of grace; they are not made cleane 
& through the word ſpoken vnto them; they haue no faith,go 
ſound repentance, no vertue in their hearts; no reformation 
of their waies: and therefore the filthineſſe both of the fleſh 
and ſpirit is increaſed in them, and not diminiſhed : it grow 
eth more loathſome,and not lefle offenſhue, 


eje ligs are lifted wp. 


| s third generation is of ambitious and haughtie per- 
ſons,whoſe eyes are loftie, lookin vpward with defire and 
. ExpeCtation of preat things, and wich contempt oftheirinfe- 
riours, and ſo declare the pride of their, heart by. their We, 

| lookes; 4nd their eye lids are lifted vp, by ſcornefull and d 
dainfull lookes,bewrayivg the arrogance of their ſpicits ; ” 


Verſ.13.There is a generation whoſe eyes are loftic and their. 
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be pucteth che fHigne of pride for pride, becauſe enen in their 
eyes and countenance there is a manifeſtation of ir, See chap- 
ter 6.17, 


Verl.1 4. There u 4 generation whoſe teeth are a; ſwords and 
their iaw-bones 4s bnines to denon) e the poore from off the earth, 
and the need:c from among men, 


| Hon laſt generation is opprefſors, and tyrants, monfirous 
creatures, mankinde beafts, or beafily men : they hauc 
tuſhes,or reeth liketo boares, or lions, and ſwords & knives, 
like vnto robbers : the ſubieR of whole cruelty is po#re. whom 
they prey ypon,and make an vtrer ſpoyle of that they ſhovId 
haue no more place in the carth, or being among ft men : like 
ravenous wolues eating vp all, that they leaue not ſo much as Zeph.z.3. 
the bones behinde them t of theſe the Prophet complaineth 
in one of his Pſalmes, ſaying, / /:e amor” men, who are ſet on 
fire, whoſe teeth are as fpeares, and arrower,and their tongue 4 


ſharpe ſword, 


Verſ.15. The horſeleach hath two danghters that crie,Gine, 
fine : there are three things that are nener ſatisfied, yea fore 
that (ay not 1t 15 enough, 

Ve1!.16, 7hegrane,the barren wombe, the earth that is mot 
(ati /ied with water,and the fire that ſanth worits enough, 


A Gxr declareth the nature of concupiſcence,and the inſa- 
tiable detire of greedie minded men, by divers compart- 
ſons: whereof the firtt is pur fingle by it ſelte ; the other ran- 
ked and counted together in one number of foure. The horſe- 
teach, {o called, a creature well knowne vnto vs, which is a 
worme keeping in ponds,or puddles,or muddy brookes, hath 
Ivo dawpbrers, ewo forkes ia her tongue, w ſhe firſt 
_—_— and pierceth the skinne, and afterward ſucketh the 
ood, which by efteRare ſaid to cric, giwe, give, and not by 
yoyce :for ſhe 12 dumbe, and without voyce,and 
mute: butber inſavablc appetite of ſucking blood isthe _ 


Mm 3 


ſheel, 


Genzo.1, 


1.Sam.1.6, 
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tall ye which ſhomaketh:: for ſhenenorgmuetirouerriliſhe 
be filled, and then ſhe falleth off; and yctafterwardtoirfhe 
will againe,and be as hungry of it as ſhe was at the firft:which 
well refembleth the doings of oppreſſors, who are not con- 
renaced once to haue ſpoyled thole whom they faſtned their 
mouthcs vpou, but comes ag ine, 20d againe,and never leaue 
vouull chiey have drawne out alt the blood of their eftre; 
And let itoor feeme ilrange, that in the t 'rmicr part of the fi 
nuiitude we lo nterprete dawgbrer : For itis viuall with the 
Hebrewes, by a borrowed ſpeech,to call che eftcts,afteQtong 
aad properties of things,the ſonnes aud daughters thereof: ag 
the ſorne of death,the ſonne of the morning. the aenghter of the 
eye, the daughuer of the voce, the daughter of the ſong, Treſe 
foure things cecitcd avd numbred,wee ſhail ſcein order; The 
firftis the grave,n hich hath his very name of crawmy,and will 
neuer ceaſe hungring atcer dead corplcs, ſo long as 4 dam 
ſonnes and daughters are ſubicct ro mortalitie, See chap,17, 
ver{.20, The ſecond iis rhe barren wombe,that i> to ſay;thewos 
man whoſe wombe is barren, which was wont tobe vnmess 
ſurably deſirous of children, both tor the comfortable enioy- 
ment of them, with hope of large poſterny, which was in preat 
requeſt amongſt the people of thoſe times, and places, and for 
that ſteriſitie was very diſgracefull,as may appeare by the ſay- 
ing of Rachel to /acob : Grue me: children, or elſe | aye. It is 
ſaid thatthe aduerf(aric of Hannah Sammels mother vexed hev 
ſore, for as much as ſhe vpbraided her , becauſe the Lord had 
made her barren, And this doth Elizaberh the mother of /obx 
the Baptilt contefle to the praiſe of God, ſaying. 7 hus merci- 
fully hath the Lord dealt with meto tate away my rebuke from 
among men. The third is,the earth, that cannot be ſatisfied wh 
water : It can never haue enough at onetime,to ſecue forall 
times: though there bee tore now,there may bee need here- 


after;crhough inan.ouer wer yeere-1t be glutred withraine,and 
made as it were drunkey, to thatit bee compelled ro voir vp' 
the great abundancethat it hath receined; through roo many,' 
roo long, too vehement and violent ſhowers yyevif che yeere" 
following war ſfupplic of moyſiure,the ground will chap and 
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chawne with drought, and bee as thirſtic #s if it had had 96 
watering before, It might haue feemed that Veahs flood 
would baue killed the appetite of the ground, by giving it 
ſach a ſurfeit,that it ſhould hane brooked raine the worſe for 
many generations, and yet no doubt ir had neede of more, for 
the good eftare of the plants and creatures, within a ſhore 
time after, The fourth is, the fire that ſaith not it us enongh; E 
yery one knoweth the nature thereot,that a ſparke will kinile 
a coale,and thar all the fuctl which is on the hearth, whereof 
the flame being too great will ſet the chimney on fire, and the 
chimney the roofe of the houſe, and that the whole building, 
and then having proceeded fo farre, will kindle ypon the nexe 
houſe, and raven afrer the whole ſtreere, and if it may feaze 
thereon, it will make a violent aſſault vpon the nexr, and fill 
proceed further and further, rorthe conſumprion of che whole 
citie how ample ſocuer, vnlcfſe ic bee with wonderfull paines 
and powerreliſted, 


Verſ(.17.0The eye that mocketh hit father, and deſpiſeth to 
obey his mother the rauens of the valley ſhall picke it owt and the 
yourg eagles ſhall cate it, 


E deſcribeth the direfull condition of refraQarie and 
pracelefle childien, In the former part their contumacie 

and tybbornes is ſhewen : in the latter their puniſhment and 
enill end 1s threatned, The eye that mecketh hrs father, the per- 
ſon which with a contempruous eye doth yi] fie his father, ci- | 
ther picking a quarrel} at the ſight of him in regard of his wi- 
thered and wrinckled face, crooked backe,or courſe apparel, 
or any manner of deformitie,which either is indeede, orto his 
fantaſie ſeemeth to bee in him, orelſe di{daining him with a 
ſcorneful look, as being aſhamed to yeeld him any reverence, 
and defprſeth to obey h 4 mother , doth not onely negleR to 
learne that which ſhe reacheth him,or to petforme that which 
ſhe commandeth him, but with the defpight of his mindere- 
fuferh borh; che rawers of the valley ſhall picke it owt, and the 
Joung eagle fhailrate it;xhe fierceſtand moſt cruel! ſore of ras 
M m 4 nens, 
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che 
uens, and thoſt eagles which are moſt buſie, and with their 
beakes and callens are better able co teare,ſhall have him, like 
the carrion of a dead beaſt expoſed ro them for a prey, his 
death ſhall not be peaceable and henourable, but violent and 
ſhameful : and buriall he ſhall have none at all, but ſhall either 
hang vponthe gibbec,till he drop downe peecemeale, orlie as 
a rotten ſheepe,or hilded horſein a ditch, and ſo bee eaten 
of cagles,rauenous kites and erowes,and other fowles of that 
nature :and equall ir is, that hee which doth ſo ynnatural 
lothe his kinde and pitifull parents,out of whoſe bowelshee 
proceeded, ſhould bee giuen for meate to ynmercifull crea» 
tures,and bee buried intheir bowels, And albeit this plague 
be not executed ypon all ſuch malefaQors,yet they are all ob. 
noxiousto it, and Jiue in danger of it : one ſo puniſhed, doth 
threaten a million, and there is no one in like manner guiltie, 
but may feare that he ſhall taſte of it,to his paine,to his ſhame, 
and to his deſtruRion, 


Verſ.18. There be three things which are too wonderfull for 
me, yea fore which I vnderitand net. 

Veiſ.19. The way of an Eag.'e in the aire, the way of 4 Ser- 
pent on a rockethe way of a ſhip in the middeſt of the ſea,and the 


way of a man with a maide. 


H E goeth on by enumeration of diuers things, by propo- 
fition of three or foure together, to ſhew the like na» 
tures, or effeQts, or diſpoſitions to aggrauate certaine vices, 
and afterward to amplifie and illultrate certaine vertues, The 
vice which here he is in hand with is incontinencie & whorce 
dome, which hee proucth to be more frequent and common 
then the world knoweth, and y there be many foule pradtiſes 
of it, which never come to mans knowledge. There are three 
things bid from me, whereof it is impoſſible for me, or any 
man, to know the particulars, yea fowre which I kyow not, 
Which I could neuer apprehend all ; for that the infinite indi» 
uiduall afts of them no man could obſeruc, and being once 


paſi,they leauc no-memoriall thereof behinde them. Th ws 
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is,he way of an Eaglt in the ayre : For ſhe leaueth no notes, or 

ths of her flight: and though this be common to all other 
birds, yet hee nameth ef oecially the Eagle, both becauſe ſhe is 
the ch:eſe of fowles,and flieth moſt high, and ſwiftly. The ſe- 
cond is,the way of a Serpent pon a rock, who leaueth no ſlime 
behinde her,as the ſnaile doth where the creepeth,neither ma- 
keth ſhe any print of her body on the ſtone ouer which ſhe 
glideth, whercas when ſhe creepeth on the duſt ſhe may bee 
traced and her winding in a dew may be ſcene on the grafſe, 
The third is, the way of a ſhip in the middeſt of the ſea, which al- 
beic while it is ſayling (eſpecially in a calme) maketh ſome 
path for a ſhort time,and lirtle way, yet afterir is gone alittle 
diftance,the paſſage thereof cannot be found : by reaſon that 
the waters wherein ut fleeteth commeth together,and ſo there 
is no appearance that eucr it had been there : andthe way of 4 
man, who is inamoured with loue, or inflamed with concu- 
piſcence,his wilie ſolicitations, his artificiall plots, and cun- 
ning deuicesto winne conſent,and get his luſt ſatisfied, with 6 
waide, with a virgine ynpolluted before his attemprs, and ſo 
remaineth, if ſhe can withſtand his guilcfull allurements, 0- 
therwiſe ſhe is one that would be fo taken, and will ſhameleſly 
affirme her ſelfe ſo to be,and others (becauſe her leaudnes is 
not diſcouered) doe ſo eſteeme of her. 


Verſ.20. Such « the way of an adulterous woman, ſbe eateth, 
andwipeth, and ſaith,l hane done nowickednes. 


Vech|Socloſe,and ynknowne: Fortothatendin m of ap- 

plication, he alleageth thoſe foure Rrange things rehearſed 
before, by certaine-ſmilieudes, demonſtrating the priuic, ſe- 
cret,ſubtile,and impudent dealings of the hatlort. She eaterb, 
ſhe comitteth follie, ſhe is like to thoſe y cate ſtollen bread 
indark corners: thus in good tearmes y holy Ghoſt declareth 
euill matters : for that he Rudiouſly auoideth all obſcenitie of 
ſpeech,avd wipeth ber month, making a goodly ſhew as if ſhe 
were hone(}, doth as it were wipe downe all checrummes of 


fithinefſe,that no ſigne of her wantonnes ſhould appeare:and 


conceiuing 


—_— 
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conceiving great boldnes that her whoredome is concealed 
for cuer, anq neyer to come to light, ſbe ſaith 1 hane deve uy 
wickednes, 1 am free from ll impuritic, and vnchaſt behayi. 


our, 


Verſe 21. For three things the earth « diſquicted, and for 


foure which it cannot beare. 


bo the premiſes be conioyned diuers things together which 
did accord, or reſemble one another in lecrecie, andcloſe. 
nes, and in this verſe, and the two next, hee ranketh certaine 
ſorts of people, and thoſe ofthe baſer ſort, fomeofthem men, 
ſome women, which are notoriouſly apart, being tov mani. 
feltly diſcerned and felt rao hcauilie:for the carth is moued at 
them,the inhabitants have iuſt occaſion to quake and trem. 
ble, and the inſenſible and vnreaſonable things doe ſhakeat 
them: and for foure which it cannot beare, (vo intollerablethe 
are and burdenous : he yſeth there a byperbolicall tpeech, ar- 
1uing the incommodities they bring to the places wherein 
icy dwell, and the troubles and moleſtations wherewith 
they diſquiet and yexe the folke with whom they liue: and 
theſe are they that follow, 


Verſe 22, For 4 ſernant when he raigneth, and a foole when 
he us filled with meate. 


ÞY a ſeruant when heraigneth] When vnworthy men, and 
perſons ynhit for high callings, are aduanced to the fame: 
for they know not how to vie authority, but peruert it both 
to their owne hurt, and oppreſſion of others:a laviſh heanof 
all others is moſt ready to be imperious, and none growe 10 
outragiouſly inſolent, as thoſe that are moſt abicQ, and eon- 
temptible. Sce chap. 19.10, anda foole, a wicked man, deſli- 
tute of godly wiſdome, when he « filled with meate, when hee 
hath plentic, and abundanceof food, appatcl;wealth; and d+ 


ther proſperitie, Segallo the 19,chap,verſe the29, '  ? | 
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Verſe'y}'" FO 08 686k womnith hes ſho it 12d, and an 
handmaid that u heire toher miſtreſſe, 


"Or an odious woman) Which is trouv!eſorme, aid inclining 
tw frowardacs, or any other way vitious, or ill mannered, 
tor which (he 13 warthily had in deceitation, when /he is marri- 
ed, when (he i» become a wife, when ſhe is become a Jane; or 
miſtcefſe : her husdand, her (cruants, her' neighbours, and all 
that haue to deate wich her, ſhatt find arid feele what metcall 
ſheis made of ; naaghe ſhe was; white ſhe liued a lingle life, 
but worſe now ſhe hath crept into the bed, and bofome of her 
Lusband : her roore was nabyhe before, bur not able ro lead 
torch buds, or leages : but now ſhe is plantett in rank'mould, 
ſhe will ſhoote forth her vaſcemely branches, and vulauory 
bloſlones : her husband muſt be a patient to ſultaine herlewtd 
conditions, and her agent to eff<& her (infull purpoſes againſt 
his people, or againſt his neigh56urs, 'or againlt his fricnds; ' 
ſhe will prelcribe,and he mult performe ; her tongue mult ah 
point it,and his hand effe@t it: ſuch a one was Toſephs miſireſle, 
atreacherous bea{kagainft him, and yet a forable comman- 
der of him, to wreake her malice vpon the belt ſeruant that c- 
uerhe had, becauſe hee would hot be perfidious with her for 
company, Sucha one was /ez.abel, iynder whombeing mai- 
ried vato Achab, it might properly be tail that the land of [(- 
r.ct was troubled, for the perſecutions which ſhe cauſed to be 
raiſed, the ſlanghters which ſhe cauſedto be made, the Ido- 
latrie which ſhe cauſed to be com:1itred, and ail the villanies 
which ſhe cauſed to be wrought : and an hand-maid, for one 
that hach bin a ſcruauc betote chat i herre to her miſtreſſe,mar- 
ried to her malter, and fo poſſeſſeth thar pteferment,and thoſe 
commodities which her iniltrefſe inioyed before : for hauing 
£0tren a becter (tate, her heart will ſwell, and waxe proud, and 
trough the height of her minde,ſhe will demeane her ſelfe (0 
inſofently, that neitherferuants, nor children, nor husband 
himſelfe can wel indure her arrogancy: SPI isnot to be vi- 
derftood of eutty one fo promoted, ta e of uſo > 
MEEKE, 
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meeke,and quiet ſpirit: but this impurationis onely laid 
them which are of the number of thoſe odious women, before 
ſpoken of. $ | 


. IE } 
: 


Verſe 24. There are foxre things in the earth which are lis. 
the,but exceeding wiſe, 


AP the foure former quaternions, which were brou 
for the aggrauation of certaine ſorts of finnes, there fol- 
lowe two others, which he vſcth for the illuſtration of the ver. 
tue,and imitation of that which is good euenin the creatures, 
which are led onely by the itſtinR of nature, without the vie 
of reaſon: for their naturall properties are herein deſcribed,tg 
the end that thereby we ſhould receiue morall irfiruQiion;in 
ſo much as there is nothing ſo meane, but a man forhis bene. 
fit may learne infiruct,on from it : as /ob faith, As! e now the 
beaſts ani they ſhallteach thee, and the fowle: of the heanen and 
they tell thee. And theſe of the firlt order are fer forth by that 
which is praiſe worthy in them, and common to them all, 
which is done inthis verſe : and then by che ſeuerall commen- 
dable properties, and qualities that are found in cuery oneof 
them : the commendation that he giueth of chem 231l is that 
they are ſmall, but yerprudent, hauing little bodies,but great 
ſtore of naturall wildome therein, 


Verſe 25. The Ants a people not firong, yet prepare their 
wmeate in the ſommer, 


AX among theſe commen14ahle, and immitable cree- x: 


tures, the Ants be ſer in thefirii place, and are reſem- 

bled roapeople for their multitude, but weake, and 'ceble, 
and very defeQtiue in power, and far vnable to defend them- 
ſelues by incounter, or get their food by hard labour : not- 
withſtanding,that which is wanting in might, is ſupplied by 
forecaRt, and fo their providence ſcructh them for power. For 
they p' pare their meate in ſommer , they gather their food 
Which {all nouriſhthem all the yeere in the ſowmer hens 
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while corae may be had, and the ſcaſon is connenient, opplie 
them(elues to lay __ harder times, which'the wiſe'man 
induceth, and bringeth in as a patterne of good providence, 
for raking the rime (as we (ay) while time ſerueth, as they doe 
which in youth make prouifion for old age:in plentie for ſcar- 
citie :in health for ſicknes :in a peaceable eſtate for perſecuti- 
ons, troubles, and moleſtarions;as ſee chap.6.7. | 


Verſe 26. Thehillrats a people not wee brie, yer make their 
houſes in the rockes. 


He ſecond place is giuen to the hill rat, a creature vp- 
Tx nowne in theſe parts of the world, but in great pleneya- 
bout Iudea,and Syria;the writersdeſcribe it to bea lntle beaſt 
in part like to a rat, and in pare hke to a Beare, it hathneither 
frength of limmes, nor any other meanes to defend it felfe 
from dogs,or any other creature that ſhould make apray ofit: 


but this wit ſhe hath; that ſhe digpgeth her holes in the moun- Plal.104.18, 


taines, and ſtonie places, (which our tonies cannordoe, urid 
therefore it cannot be meant of them) and therein flicthin 
time of danger, and therein layeth her yong ones'fafely: tea- 
ching this point of wiſedome that when our owne power fai- 
leth ro prote&t vs, we ſceke helpe elſewhere, and thatin place 
where it may ſarcly be had for our defence, and ſecurity. 


, Vaiſe 27; Thebeaft haxeno King: yet goorkey forib althy 
ands, 


] N the third place are ranked rhe locuſts, which arecertaine 
flies with lon legs, whereof there were great ſtore in the 
eaſt countries, which haze no King, no principall, or chiefe ru- 
ler oucrthem, as theBees' tre affirmed to;haue, yer got they 
forth allby bandsyerhauerhey ſuch reſpeAtto their owne ſate- 
ty, a3 not to fingle themſelies aſunder, which wouldbe dan- 
—_ and beareſuch louero concord, which is moſt com- 
ts mon yo a company as it were in bartell 
4ay,and firengrhenchemdelges by flocking in infinice heapes: 
whereout 


 heroicall;and renowned allagtecinginche yell order 
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whereout the wiſe man, though hee make no applicati 
would haue this morall learned: thatnecdlull, and goodfe 
uices are to. be performed, chough they be not vrged there 
by compulſion, nor inforced -by che commang of poikevieg 
and that aſcotiation, and combination in lawfull affaires is 
yery vſcfull, and of great valditle, tor the publike good, and 
alſo the benefir of every mans privat eſtate, 


Verſe 28. The ſpider taketh hold with her bands,andi inthe 
Kings Palaces. ; 


— 1, a --— + ee ww 


EW ofall commeth the ſpider, who is ſaid to take bold, of 
he thread, which ſhe hath ſpunne,v#h her hands, nor that 
they are ſuchindeed, but becauſe they are ſet ſome on one 
ſide, and ſome on another,as mens hands are,and becauſethey 
doe the office of hands, that is, apprehend, and-lay hold on 
things, otherwiſe in proper ſpeech they are feete : and « in the 
Kigs Palaces, \abouring buſilie about her web inthe molt 


| ſumptuous roomes, and magnificent buildings that can bee; 


her curious workmanſhip in. making 'of her cobweb, and her 
conſtant induſtry, with diligent trauell inthe ſame, js _— 
in,to admoniſh men nor to beſlothfull in their vocations, but 
induſtrious :not to be ynskilfull ſlubberers in their trades, or 
profeſſions, bur expert Artificers,and exatworkemen, labou- 
ring fo to excell therein, that they may doe thoſe things 
which be cammendable, and admirable, though with: a bet- 
ter minde then to ſeeke praiſe and applauſe for the ſame, 


Verſe 29, There be three things that order well their going; 
yea foure that are comely iv going. 


T: the former quaternion eAgur propoſed: the obſeruable 
propertics of certaine feeble creatures of little relpeR, the 
moſt of them being bur inſets, for mens vie and inftrudlion: 
inthi« tallowinghepreſentstho; our.view: for a parterneof 
-eynicliney, 0nd courage, the, example of others that are-more 
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their goings, and inthe ſeemeſineſſe of theif fiace': inthereci. 
call whindf his intent is ro iIncif&etery than tolooke well ro 
his carriage chat he walke decently, and as becommeth him in 
the pace which he holdeth * yood mens eyes be fixed vpon 
him;and bad mens eyes doe ftriftly behold hym;he connerſerh 
conftantly in the preſence of Gods Angels, and cuery ſtep of al 
his parhs are perpetually before the Lord. 


Verſe 30. eA Lion which i ſtrongeſt among beaftr,qnd tay- 
weth not away for any. 
Verſe 31. A horſe which bath bis toynes girt vp,an he gout, 


anda K ing arainſt whom theye 15 no rifing op . 


H E beginneth with the [i2x, who in hispaſſegeuny whi- 
ther goerh not rtimeroufly, and cowardly in feare : hee 
rrembleth nor nor flyeth backe, a}though he ſee rhe Elephant, 
nor any the like beatt, but proceederh on forward with a vyali- 
ant courape:next he ſerteth our the Forſe,efpecially whe he is 
harnefled for the bmreell, or prepared forthe race: the weraphor 
being taken from the people of theeaſt,, and'rheir ruftome, 
who when they went readily abopt any thing, woald truffle vp 
their garments abour their loynes : the difpofirion and valour 


of this beatt is well knowne ynto vs, how pallantly he ſerteth 


himſelfero praunce, ftampe, rayne,or rumne, according as he is 
put vnto it :and of him the Lord giveth this teſtimony to /ob; 


Haſt thow ginen the horſe ſtrength, or conered his necke with Tob, 39.12.21, 
nerghing ? baff thim made him afraid ac the graſſe buyper ? hu war". 


frong neighing ts fearefwl. He dig geth tn the valley andyeion- 
ceth inbus ftrength, he goeth forth to meete the harneſſed man : 
br morteth at fe we, t»nd i mot afraid, and twrneth not backe from 
the ſword: the quixer ratterh at bins, the plitrering ſpeare, and 
the eld. He ſwallowerh the yround for fiercever and vaye, and 
belerweth not 1hat it is the rrempet;he ſarth among the trumpet- 
ters, haghs ; be ſmeileth the bantell afar off, and the noyſe of the 
Caprammes, and the ſhouting. 

Inthe third place he mentionerh the heegoute, who being 
the tinpJeader ofthe flocke, nor outly'walketh before the 


ſame 
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ſame with a certaine Ratelines, but with cheerefulnes in the 
fight of the reſt, climeth yp the craggie rockes and moun- 
taines, 

Hee concludeth with the King, not putting him laſt as the 
meaneſt, but ſhutting vpall with him as the worthieſl,in come 
pariſon of whom (if Fe bee a man worthie of his place)the 0- 
thers are but a ſhadow : hee is a Lord, and commander ouer 
them all, For if man in reſpe of his kinde was made to haue 
dominion ouer all the beaſts, and though he had forfeited the 
ſame,it was reſtored to him againe through Chriſthow much 
more hath the King this prerogatiue, who is the Prince ouer 
men? and agam/? him (it is ſaid) there & no riſing vp : not but 
thatthere be many mutinies and rebellions, but few of them 
take place, God being.in a ſpecial]. manner the Kings protg- 
Rox ; For that hee is bis Depuric and Liutcvant, and whomif 
he did not maintainc and ſupport, humane 1ocierie would he 
diſſolued; and therefore belides his owne watehfull eye, and 
prouidenthandhe hathalſo armed him with maicſtic and ay- 
thoritie : he hath pur the ſword into his band, for defence of 

himſelfe,and vengeance on his encmies.Such a one then ought 
2 Prince to be, mightic, valiant, and fall of magnanimitic, a- 
gainſt whom none ſhauld dare to Rand.yp, or be audacious to 
refilt : and theſe inftances are induced for infirution tothem 
that have authoricie committed to the, that they might leame 
how well it beſcemeth chem to:ſhew themſclues bolde,and 


. fearclelle in their places. So the Lord doth animate and heat- 


ret /oſbua,ſaying, Be trong,ard of good conrage : for vnio thu 
people ſhalt chow dinide for an —_, . FA which [ 
ſware to their fathers to gine them. Only bee ſtrong, and wy 
conragious, that thow maiſft obſerye to doe, according toalli 
law which loſes my ſernant commanded thee :.turue not from 
neither tetheright bhand,nor to the left, | 


Verl.3 2. if thon haft dont fool;ſhly in lifting t fſelfe 07 
if chow baſt thought exill,lay eas mh ' dec 


N the premiſes by examples hee taught men ofplace to bee 
ralccour,amlcouragiouly to malneainethebonour of ther 
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laces,and in this verſe with that which followeth, he admo- 
niſherh all men not ro abuſe his inſtruion to haughtines, and 
tucbulencie, but to frame themſclues co modeſtie, and peace- 
ablenes ; which hee doth by giuing men direRion, how they 
ſhould diſpoſe of theinſelues thereto, and by producing s 
realon,asa motiueto perſwadethem to labour therin : /frhow 
haſt done footiſhly,if thou haſt outwardly finned through folly, 
in lifting vp thy ſelfe, in proud ſpeeches, and arrogant beha» 
viour : For ambition, vaine glorie,and all the effects of a con- 
ceited minde are nothing elſe but meere fooliſhnes : as Ha- 
bakknh faith, Hee that lifteth vp himſelfe, his minde 1s not vp- 
right within him. [Indeed the proud man is as he that tranſgreſ- 
ſeth by wine. Or if thou haft thought ewill, if thou haſt giuen 
encertainment to vnlouing ſurmiles,cſpecially if chou haſt in- 
wardly nouriſhed any vncharitable purpoſes of doing cuill, 
lay thy hand vpon thy month,be filent,leaue off, and giue ouer, 
For the firſt Rep to reformation is to ceaſe from maintaining 
of ſinne : For the Lord by Ezechiel doth promiſe it as a found 


Hab.2.4-F- 


teflimonie of vnfained repentance, ſaying, that thou maiſt re- Ezek,26.63 


member,and be aſhamed, and nener open thy mouth any more. 
And therefore /ob allo by this argument doth make profeſſion 


of his humiliation, ſaying, Behold / am vile : what [hall I an- lob, 39-37-38. 


ſwere thee? [ will lay my hand vpon my month. Once haue | ſþo= 
ken,but [ will anſwere no more; yea twice,but I Wvillproceede no 
further, And fo the wiſe man here doth preſcribeit as a figne, 
and note of repentance, which hee wou!d haue thoſe that fall 
throuph pride to riſe againe vnto : becauſe that ir alway fin- 
dcth mercie,and ſalueth yp the waunds that ſinne makerh, 
Verſ.33. Surely as the churning of milke bringeth foorth 
butter, and the wringing of the noſe bringeth forth blood: ſathe 
forcing of anger bringeth forth ſtrife, 


He reaſon wherby he dehorteth men fr6 ſuch courſes as be- 
Wray a proud heart in our ſelues,and baſe opinion of our 
drethren,is from the euill cuent which will fallow vpon it,the 
Fires, ſtrife, and troubles, which _ like to be kindled there- 
n b 


Numb.21,23, 
24. 
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27.28, 
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by, and is amplified by two familier fimilitudes touch; 
things obuious to all ſorts : the meaneſt girle in a countrie 
knoweth that much beating doth ſeuer No thinner milke 
from the thicker creame, and ſo cauſeth butter to ariſe : and 
very children doe vnderſtand,and feele that the hard and ye. 
hement rubbing of the noſtrils maketh blood to fall downe 
and iftue out of them : So be that forceth wrath, Ricreth other 
men to _ by his provoking ſpeeches, bringeth forth fire, 
1s the cauſe of much diffenhon:ſometimes of awling,fome- 
times of fighting, ſomecimes of ſuites, ſometimes of warre: 
who can recount or thinke of the particular miſchiefes tha 
may inſue thereupon ? By this Shox king of the Amorites 
brought himſclte to ruine,and his kingdom to be conquered: 
by this Amaziab king of Iudah brovght a foile with wuch 
miſerie ypon himſelte,and the people, becauſe hee compelled 
Toaſh the king of Iſrael perforce to meete him io the field : and 
by this Aſahe/ the brother of [oab brought himſclte-vnto an 
yntimely death,by prouoking Abner with ouer much wiltul- 
nes and ychemencie, 
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Verſ.1. The words of King Lemmel, the prophecie that bi 
mother taught him, 


200% His Chapter conſiſteth of two parts : the one, 
re the title : the ether,the diſcourſe it ſe}fe. Inthis 

title is declared firſt in generall the nature or 
@ forme of the treatiſe inſuing,a prophecve,an ho» 

YGEEGe lic and excellent doQtrine, which hadaberter 
author then Lemwels mother, or Lemwel himſelfe, the holic 
Ghoſt, who was pleaſed co vſe only their tongue and pen,for 
the publication of it to the Church: and ſecondly,the perſons 
which are intereſted thercin, which are Lemwe!, and his mo- 
ther: The word: of King Lemuel, which he wrenghttarng 
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before received them as inftruftions from his morher, This 
Lewwel no doubt was Salewern, both for that he was called a 
King,of which name beſides him there was none otherin If- 
rel, or Judah: and for that the word hath fo neere affinitic 
with his name, as it is in Hebrew,the firſt letter being taken 
away from the beginning, and the word E!, which fignifierh 
God, being added ro the end; which alteration being made, 
Lemne! tignifieth him that appertaineth ro God, Now hauing 
found who Lemuel was, there will be no difficuſtie ro vnder- 
fand who his morher was : for the Scripturc plainly afirmeth 
her to be Za h/heba the wife of Danid, who had formetly bin 
the voke-fellow of Praah the Hittite, who notwithſtanding 
the had failed of loue rohim,and puriicin het ſelfe, by yeel- 
ding vnto the vnlawfull ſolicitations of Damtid ; yet ypon due 
repentance 1s imployed by God in this great ſeruicc,ro be(as 
jt were) the mouth of his ſpirit, for the vetering of his words, 
which ſhould perpetually be recorded for the information ot 
bis people through all poſteriries. 


Verſ,2, What my fonne ' and what the ſoune of my wombe | 
andwhat the ſonne of my vowes | 


Ffore ſhe deliuereth her precepts, or doQrines, where- 
with ſhe is about ro inſtru him, ſhe infinuareth her (clfe 
into him to poſleſſe his heart. and intemiuenes of minde to 
that which ſhe ſhall fpeake vnto him, partly by the manner of 
her ſpeech, and partly by the arguments which ſhe produceth, 
Touching the mant er, ſhz purpoſely imimateth her mother- 
ly affeftion ro him, and vehement defire of his good, by an 
abr1pr manner of ſpeaking,and ſuch as is more ful "of off:Gion 
then 6f fenſe exprefſely vetered : har my ſonne ! &c, The ar- 
pitments whereby ſhe alturerh his minde, ro make it beneuo- 
len: an«pliabteco her,are two,and both ofthem neerely con- 
cerninp himfrHfe : rhe firſt, chat he is her ſome, yra the ſorre of 
her wombe,her naturall forme, and hee thar is moſt tender and 
dearrynro her ; and therefore hee may well beperſwaded of 
ber pood meaning toward him, as onewhom ſhe hath bred 
Nan 2 in 
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in her owne bowels, and brought foorth into the world; and 
is ſo neerely ynitedto her by Fa Rrong a band of nature, and 
therefore ought alſo for his part reſpeCtiuely to reverence her, 
and heedfully to regard her grave and weightic ſayings. The 
ſecond,that he is the ſonne of her vowes, for whoſe being, life 
and welfare, ſhe hath made prayers, and promiſes vnto God, 
and oftercd ſacrifices with praiſes : and therfore heis alſo tied 
in conſcience, for pictie and religion,to liften vnto,and obe 
her, eſpecially being ſo kinde a mother, and preſcribing fuck 
needfull duties, who hath made and performed ſuch ſolemne 
yowes in his behaltfe, 


Verl.3. Gize not thy ſtrength to women,nor thy waies tothat 
which deſtrojeth Kings, 


= leſſons and inſtrutions which Bathſheba giueth vn- 
ro Salomon, are ſome informing him how to carrie him- 
ſelte in the gouernment of the Common-wealth, vnto the 
tenth verſe: and others direing him concerning the ſtate of 
aprivate familie in that, andthe reſt following, For the for- 
mer,ſhe admoniſheth him of certaine vices which hee is eſpe- 
cially ro ſhunne,as incontinencie,and intemperancie,& com- 
mendeth ynto him ſuch duties as hee is to performe,as iuſtice, 
and mercic. Give not thy ſtrength ts women, ſpend not thy 
ſtrength ypon ſtrange women, or hatlots : by ftrergth ſhe yn- 
derſtandeth not onely his ſubltance, bur alſo the powers and 
good cſtate of the bodie, and minde. For the cuſtome of 
whoredom doth conſume a mans ſtate how wealthy ſocuer:it 
weakncth his bodie, though it be of a (lrong conſtitution :it 
dulleth the wits,and a away the vigour thereof, though 
before they were very prompt and pregnant, See chap. 5.9.10, 
Nor to that,tothe haunting of that vice; or to the companie 
of thoſe perſons, whoriſh women which deſtroy Kings, which 
cauſe the ruine both of kingdoies and Princes : For they, 
draw downe Gods curſe, which the mightieſt haue no more 
power to refiſt then the weakeſt, and which Godexecuteth 
without all reſpcR of perſons, Jeb was wealthic : Job was of 
4s hoes great 
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authoritie: Job was a man of much wiſedome : and obs 

credit and eftimation was very great,and yer he durſtnot rake 

liberrieto yeeld to the hufts of his fleſh, in the praRiſe of this 

finne : for (faith he) rhus is @ fire that would denonre all wy in« 104 11.12. 


creaſe, 


Verſ.4. !t « wot for Kings, O Lemmel, it 15 not for King: to 
drmke wie nor for Princes /trong drinke. 


O difſxade her ſonne from tipling and volupruouſnes, 

ſhe ſheweth how vnworthie a thing it is,and a fault al- 
together misbeſeeming his place and dignitie. /r zs not for 
Kmg:i,O0 Lemmel,to drmke wine,nor Princes ſtrong drinke:The 
reftraint of intemperate drinking is not 1zid ypon thee-alone, 
but belongeth to all of thy place and condition : no King, no 
Prmce,hath allowance to paſſe the rules of ſobnietic,cither in 
taking roo much,orin drinking ot that which is too hot, and 
apt to inflame ; and therefore neither haſt thou wrong in be- 
ing admoniſhed to be ſparing, neither haſt thou immunirie to 
tranſgreſſe this precept more then others,fince it is common 
toall of thy ranke : yet is not wine, or /trong drinbe, valawfull 
for Kigs or Princes to vic, and refreſh themſelues with, only 
exceſic,and the inordinate taking thereof is prohibired, 


Verſe 5. Left they drinke,and forget the law,and pernert the 
mdrement of the afflicted, 


He backeth her caueat, and confirmeth her reaſon,by the 

ncommodirie and miſchicfe that will enſue, when Magi- 
ſtrates and gouernours exceede the bounds of moderarion, 
and give themſclues to ouer much drinking, becauſe they be- 
ing ouercome of wine dee faile of dutic,and negleR iuftice,to 
the damape and detriment of a great multirude. Leſt they 
drinke ouer much, and forger the law,nor oncely the comman- 
dements and ordinances of God,bur alſo the certaine and ap= 
pointed order of taw and equitic, and-perwers;'change, and 
turne vphde downe,the indgewment,the cauſe, and ſentence - 
Nn 3 the 


540 PrxovanEs Cho.3r. 
the affiited, of ſuch as being otherwiſe poore, are oppreſſed 
alſo with wrongs and iniuries,which will be much increaſed 
by the interperate Magiſtrate, who in Read of miniftring 
belpe and ſuccour ynto them,doth make their caſe more hea. 
uie,by paſſing a wrongful ſentence againſt them : and ſhe ma. 
keth ſpeciall mention of theſe rather then of the rich; becauſe 
they are more ſubieAto violence and oppreſſion ; and vſuall 

haue their cauſes leſle 1 The point that the highel 
would haue notified by this ſaying, is,thar itis dangerous for 
the people when the rulers bee voluptuous: they are ſhep- 
heards, and by their difabilitie che flocke is damnified : they 
are coach-men,or rather Pilots, which haue many liues com- 
mitted to their care and cuſtodie : and therefore ſaith Eccle- 


Eccle,10.16,17 fiaſtes : Woe to thee O land When thy King is 4 childe, and: 


Princes eate in the morning. Bleſſed art then O land when < 
King u the ſonne of Nobles, and thy Princes eate in duc ſeaſon 
for | ny gth,and not for drunkennes. 


Verſ.6. Gine ſtrong drinke vnto him that « readie to periſh, 
and wine to them that be of heanie hearts. 


ar amplifieth her admonition by the contraric,and ſhew- 
eth to whom wine and frong drinke doe chiefly appertaine, 
to them that are readie toperiſh,through manifold affliftions, 
either inward or outward, lying vpon them, and to them that 
be of beanie hearts, whoſe ſpirits are opprefled with ſorrowes 
and heauineſſe,or with griefes and terrors, 


Veeſ.7. Let bim drinke,and forget hu penerty, and remember 


hi miſerie no more. 


He cauſe wherefore they ſhould enioy the more free vie 
of wine and frong dveign alleageth,that rhey way for» 
get their powerrie, the want thatthey liue in,or any other cuils 
or calamicies that are burtherſome yato them: For ynder one 


kinde ſhe comprebendeth all, «nd remember their muſerie or 


more, being as long as may be by this means di "het 
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their cares, and troubleſome cogitations, Tris as if ſhe ſhould 
haue ſaid, let him that is ready to finke ynder the weight of 
troubles and terrors, refreſh his heart with a comfortable 
drawght of wine, or /ffrong drinke, that the remembrance of 
his woe and miſery, which pierceth his heart, may be ſome- 
what abated, and remoued. Iris farre from the intent of the 
ſpirit of God to allowexceſſe, or carowfing in any, neither 
oth the doctrine confirme, or warrant either giuing wine or 
ſtrong drinke to malefaRtors drawen to execution, or ficke 

perſons labouring on their death-bed forlite, at which time 
they ought ro be moſt ſober, and watchfull. Onely gheſe in- 
frutions tend to declare that ſome, namely thoſe that are in 

ertreame aduerfity, cannot only beare a large quantitie of 
Rrong drinke without hurt, but receiue much good thereby; 

which being taken in the ſame meaſure by ſome in proſperity, 

or authority, would vtterly ouerthrow them, or make them 

vofit to follow their calling, 


Verſe 8. Open thy month for the dumb,in the canſe of allſuch 
4 are appointed to deſiruttion. 


& thy month] Speake in the behalfe of the oppreſſed, 
who becauſe they cannor, or dare not pleade for them- 
ſelues, may well be called d&mb,and yer haue anequal, iuſt,and 
righteous cauſe : for thoſe that ſpeake leaſt are many times 
more innocent then thoſe that are full of words : for ſome 
want skill, and are not able to ſpeake in their owne defence : 
ſome put vp great wrongs, and with fitence paſſe by the iniu- 
riesthat are offered ynto them : ſome be abſent, and heare nor 
the imputations that are laid vpon them : ſome bee. borne 
down with violence, & not permitted to ſpeake forthelelues, 
as was /oſephs caſe, who was ſore puniſhed before his apology 
could be heard : ſo £AMordecay, and all the Iewes were irreco. 
uerably deftinated to death, and yet neuer had bin called to 
the barre to make their anſwere, in the cauſe of all ſuch as are 
«pointedto deftrufticn, being vniuſtly purſued, are vnrighte- 
ouſlic condemned, and ready to bee executed : for innocene 
Na 4 men 
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men are many times in as great perill of their life, or eſtate, 2s 

the molt faultic malefaQors:where almoſt can a worſe manbe 

found, then Naboth was charged to be?ar what greater crime 

doth bring men totheirend, then that whereof the impurati- 
on occaſioned his death? he ſuffered as'a profeſled traytor a. 
gainſthis prince, and as an execrable blaſphemer of God him. 
ſelfe, Whatcreature was cuer ſo harmeleſle, and righteous,as 
Jeſus Chriſt? and yet who euer did beare a greater burden of 
accuſations, and that with clamovrs, and outcries ? And this 
proceedeth partly from the malice of their enemies:and panty 
fromthe prouidence of God, that his power may be ſeene in 
their deliuerance, or that their paticnce may be forthe incou- 
ragement, and example of others :and that their reward may 
be greater in heauen, 


Verſe 9, Open thy month, inage righteonſly, and pleade the 
cauſe of the poore and needy, 


FR” thy mouth] Take their perſon vpon thy ſclfe, make 
their cauſe thine own, though their aduerſary through 
force, lies, or fallaces doe ſet them downe that they cannot 
reply, yet thou knowiug what is to be ſaid for them, ſpeakeit, 
and maintaine their caule; for they that haue meanes,and abi- 
lity to helpe theic brethren, ought to ſupply their wants which 
cannot deale forthemſelues. Among the great comforts of 
[ob, this was one, that he had bin,ees to the blind, and feete to 
the lame, and had bin «father tothe poore, and ſearch:d ont 
the canſe which he knew not : and for this ſeruice Abedmelech 
ſpeaking to the King of Iudah for [eremiah impriſoned : and 
Eaſter ſpeaking tothe King of Perſia for her diftrefled people, 
ſhall be renowned to the worlds end : and Pharao his butler 
ſhould haue had much more praiſe, if he had made mention 
of Joſeph, and his hard intreatic, vnto his maker ſooner. 


Verſe 16, 
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Verſe 10, 1 ho can find 4 vertuous woman : for ber price is 
far aboue carbuncles. 


He direCteth Salomon to prouide wel for the goodeſtate of 

his family, by making choice of a faithfull, gratious, and 
well qualified wife : neither doth ſhein plaine and expreſic 
tcarmes aduiſe himro match with ſuch a one, bur by ſerting 
torth of her large praiſe, and amplifying her manifold fruits, 
ſhe doth allure him to vſe his beft care and diligence ro ſeeke 
out, and provide himſelfe of fucha one : and hence to the end 
ofthe Chapter, every verſe beginnerh with an Hebrew lerter, 
according to the orderof the alphaber, and accord uſt wich 
the numberofthem ; the excellency, and rarenes of a good 
wife, with her ſingular graces he deſcribeth in this verte,and 
all the reftto the 28. andchen the reward,and incouragement 
which is due vnto her,ts the end ofthe Chapter, The commen. 
dation which ſhe giueth of her inthe firſt place, is generall, 
and illuſtrated by compariſon, as appeareth in this preſent 
yerſe;and afterward itis moreſpecial,all inregard of her parti- 
cular yertues in many ſentences following: who can find, by a- 
ny thing that he himſelfe can doe, a vertwous woman, a good — 
and holy woman: he propoſeth it in manner of altionbut 
becauſe good wiues are hard to bee found for the ſcarcity of 
them: there are many rich, witty, perſonable, and beaurifull; 
but few adorned with pictic, and goodnes: few are godly,and 
graticus, as alſo becauſe ſuch women are Gods rare and fin- 
gular gifts, ber price « farre aboue carbuncles, ſhe is not only 
rare, and hard to come by, like the pretious ſtones, but being 
once obtained, a man cannot fet roo great a price or value of 
her : for no treaſure.can be comparable to a good wie, Sce 
Chap.1 2.4. 


Verſe 11. The heart of ber bnsband doth ſafely truft m ber, 
ſo that be ſhall bane no need of ſpoule, 


] Fong thus ſpoken of her praiſe in general tearmes, hee . 
elcendeth to a more particularrelation ofher laudable' 
yertues, 


vertues, and qualities, and thoſe,though many, may yetbere. 
duced into three heads : the firſt is her huſwifery,and prudent 
care for her ſelfe,the good eſtate of her husband, and wel-fare 
ofher family, and this is to be ſeence almoſt in cuery yerſe ;the 
ſecond, her mercy, and llibcralitic to the poore, as ap 
by the twentieth verſe : the third, her picry,godlines, and reli. 
100,in the fiuc and twenty, and fixe :nd rwenty verſes, the 
an of her husband doth ſafely truſt in ber, whether he be ab. 
ſent, or preſent, he doubteth nor either of her chaftitie, of her 
ſecreſie,or of his care for the family,and commirteth to herthe 
diſpoſing of his affaires that are within doore:for the morere. 
ligious any wife is, the lefſe occation ſhe giueth to her huſ- 
band to ſulpe&t her : his goods, ſtuffe, or whatſocuer he hath 
in his houſe he may know ſhall be ſafely looked vnto with- 
our filching, or purloyning : hee may well know that ſhe will 
haue an eye to the ſeruants to keepe them from ſinne and idle. 
nes : ſhe will order the children, and not ſuffer them through 
want of education to grow rude,and cuill mannered : hereye 
will be to the prouifion of the houſe, that it bee well dreſſed, 
and ſcaſonably miniſtred ynto her people : he may boldly in- 
uite a friend, and giue welcome vnto him at any time, ſhee 
will not lowre ypon him, or be toſecke of prouton, or bee 
careleſle to grace his houſe with ſuch things 2s 2:- needfull 
and decent : ſo that he ſhall hane no need of ſþo:{e, © 1h1)! not 
want any neceſſaries, or through pouertic be compcliedtore- 
licuc himſelfe with wrong, and hurt to others: cicher through 
violence or deceit, through fraud or impreſſion, For ſhe will 
by Gods bleſſing vpon her labours, prouidence,and good go- 
uernment, ſo farre as land with the ſafety of his ſoule, and 
make forthe welfare of himſeife, and his houſhold,inrich him 
with varicty, plenty,and choice of all his commodities, like to 
martiall men who hauing ſubdued the countries of his ene- 
mies, and taken their cities by affaule doe ranſacke the ſame, 
and ſeize ypon their treaſures, and beſt goods, at their plea» 
ſures, and bring home the ſame to their owne houſes. The 
ſame ſimilitude was ſed, butin worſe part, inthe firſt Chapter 
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our houſes full of fprile, What good bayres are gotten in 
— _ by the ineftimable ric hes which Da- 
wid had gathered together, and broughtto Jeruſalem, coward 
che building ofthe temple, and the inualuable wealch, which 
Nebucadnez.z.ay ſurpriſed, and carried from Jeruſalem at the 
deſtruction of the temple, withthe city. 


Verſe 12. She will doe him good, andnot exillallthe dayes of 


by life, 


= will doe him good] By carcfull performance of the duties 
of her place, and not ex, either by bringing hurt vnto his 
eltate,or griefe to his heart,or diſhonourto his name:for com- 
modity by a wife one way, yeeldeth no warrant to wrong her 
husband another : Africhol! though ſhe had bin a meanes for 
preſcruation of Dexids life, was yet puniſhed afterward for 
deſpiſing of him : obs wife had done good in bringing him 
children,yet not excuſed for diſquieting his heart, and _— 
him to diſtemper, and impatience, al the dayes of her life, fo 
long as they two ſhall liuc together ; as if he ſhould have ſaid, 
This vertuous woman wil be conſtant in loue to her husband, 
in youth, in age, in proſperitie, in adverſity, in ſickenes, in 
health, ſhe doth what ſhe can vnto him,in his body, his ſoule, 
and his eftare ; the prouideth ſuch food as may nouriſh him : 
ſhe Rirreth him vp to the ſeruice of God ; ſhe ſauerh his goods 
as much as is poſſible : ſhe lowreth not on him with her coun=- 
tenance : ſhe crofleth him not in her words: ſhe vexeth him 
not by her deeds: if ſhe know any thing that will pleaſe or 
profit him, about ſhe goeth with all ſpeed : if ſhe perceive any- 
thing that will offend, or huct him, that ſhe auoyderb, and 
ſhunneth with all care. 


Verſe 13. She [ceketh wool, and flaxe, andworketh willen 
with ber wk uw _ & £7 


N the laſt verſe he commendeth her fora generall effe& of 
her proficable demcanuze to ber husband, and emphſied the 
2100 
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ſame by the contrary negatiuely, and by the conſtancie, and 
continuance thereof, Now he beginneth to reckon yp cer- 
taine particular actions pertinent to her condition, and fir for 
her imployment, ſhe ſeecketh, if ſhe haue not ofher owne, ſhe 
hearkeneth out where it is to be had, and accordingly proui- 
deth notthethings thar are moſt fine, but moſt neceſſary : but 
theſe are fir for her ſex, and profitable for her houſe, inaſmuch 
as wool,and flaxe being dreſſed, andperfeRted, ſerue tomake 
couerings, and cloathings, for ſheetes alſo and naprie,and in. 
numerable other yſes,c /abowreth cheerefully with ber hands, 
ſhe her ſelfe layeth her own hands to worke,as well as others, 
and taketh greatdelighr, and pleaſure therein, to the endthat 
by her example ſhe might draw them on : & notwithſiandin 
her eftate and place be great, yet ſhe dainerh to apply her (ele 
to thoſe things which | meane for her __ 2S ſpin» 
ning, and carding, and other petty matters, which nice coy 
dames would not only count trifles, but too too baſe forthem 
to ſtoupe vnto, 


Verſe 14. She us like the merchants ſhips, ſhe bringeth ber 
food from a farre, 


S inthe former verſe, her care was declared in prouidiry 
matter of imployment forher ſclfe, and her people, that 
ſhe would finde ſomewhat to worke ypoen : ſo in this her in- 
duftry, for food and prouifion, is commended, that as ſhe 
would neither haue her ſelſe, nor thoſe that bee about herto 
want worke, or be remifſe in it : ſo ſhe ordereth the matter, 
that there be no want of viQuals or other neceſſaries whereby 
life is preſerued, and without competencie whereof noman 
; canbeabletolabour, or doe any ſeruice with cheerefulnes: 
and inthis reſpe& ſhe is compared to the merchants ſhips,who 
carrying forth ſome one commoditie into forren countries, 
returne thence, bringing home ſundry others for it : for all 
countries are not inriched after one manner : ſome haue great 
ſtore of corne : others abound with vines, and-wine:ſome 
plentic of fruits : others are ſtored with mines, and __ 
ome 
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ſome breed abundance of ſheepe, wooll, and cattell, Inlike' 
manner that which ſhe hath co ſpare at home,ſhe ſelleth to her* 


neighbours which want the ſame : that which is wanting ynto 
ker, ſhe buyeth ofthem that areable, and willing to viterit 
for money, and wares, according as they can agree: but hane 


ic ſhe will vpon good conditions, and compaſle it by ſuch ' 


manner of crafficke as ſhall be commodious to both tides, 


Verſe 15. She riſeth while it t yet night, aud gineth meate 
to her howſhold, and 4 taste to her maidens. 


_— premiſes ſhew,that what was lacking of her own#lſhe 


would get ſupply of it from another place : ſhe would 
ſecke for wooll and flaxe, that ſhe might haue whereabout to 
inploy her people; meate and food ſhe would be ſure to pro- 
7 ap penury ſhould not pinch her family.Now being fto- 
red with both ſorts, this text ſheweth how ſhe doth diſpenſe 
them, ſhe taketh great care that ker houſhold haue the ſame 
miniftred to them in due ſeaſon;and therefore oe riſeth from 
her ſleepe, and out of her bed, while it «xs yer night, very carly 
inthe morning,and before day,cſpecially inthe winter ſeaſon, 
and giueth meate and drinke, that which is wholeſome and 
good, and 8s mvchas is ncedfull,and comperent.ro ber houſe- 
old, to her people of all ſorts, and degrees, to her children, 
to her ſeruants, to her mien,to her maides,to the boyes, and to 
the girles, ro euery age, to cucry ſex, and to cuery order: and 
the taike of worke and labour to her maidens, who after a 
more ſpeciall manner are at her command, and appoitament 
for their ſeruice and buſines, then the men are : ſo that ſhee 
prouideth both meate, and worke for them : becauſe: meate 


without worke breedeth idlenes, and other miſchicfes, and ' 


worke without meate cannot be performed. 


Verſe 16. She confidereth a field, and buyeth it : and with 
the fruite of ber hands ſhe planteth 4 vineyard. 


HE#5 athſheba relaterh $ ſucceſſe of the good wifes pro- ' 
uidence, and paines zaking, herſubRance, and her huſ- 


bands 
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bands in and by her hands, and fo well increaſed as that ſhe is 
able to make a purchaſe without greedines, or coutting after 
that which is other mens : without niggardlines, and pin» 
ching of her ſelfe : without wrong to her family: without neg. 
le& of righteouſnes, beneficence, and mercy: without iniury 
vnto, or circumuention ofthe ſeller; whom neceſſity compel. 
leth, or good confiderations induce to depart with his land: 
ſhe confidereth a field, offered to be ſold, whether it lie fitfor 
her : whether ſhe be able ro pay forit : whether it bee worth 
her mony : whether the title of be tound, and good:whether 
ſhe ſhall nor hurt the ſeller,or any other man in dealing for it; 
and getteth it,accepteth of the bargaine, and concludeth to 
goethorow with it, hath the aſſurance paſſedto her ſelfe, or 
her husbaud, maketh paymenc for it © wrth the fruit of bey 
hands,with the gaine of her labour,trauel},care,and diligence: 
for alaborious hand is compared to i fruitfullcree, and both 
the good which thereby ſhe doth,and the profit which there- 
by ſhe getteth, vnto fruite,, ſhe planteth 4 vineyard, in the 
groundzoy field, which ſhe hath bought, or otherwiſe ithploys 
cthitto the bett-commoditie according to the nature of tne 
ſoile; as in graſng, tillage, gardening, or the like: ſo citcum- 
ſpeR and conſiderat ſhe is in making the purchaſe,and ſo pro- 
* uident and thrifty to conuert it tothe belt yſe, 


Verſe 17. She girdeth her loynes with ftrength,and ffrength- 


yeh ber Armes; : 


d- % . 


S we haue heard what ſhe doth, and getteth : ſo are we 
informed hereafter whatinanner ſhe workerh, and fol- 


lawerk her þulihcs, ſhe gerileeb hey loynes with ſtrengrb: tor the: 


vaderiianding whercot we maft know, that ancicntly ir hath 


bin, and ſtill is the rhanner ofthe pevpltinthoſe cotimirics, to' 


be clothed with long,garments, which.are no+fmallimpedi- 
mevt'rb their pare, and rrauels, and for this cauſe: when they 
would goe apace,'and doe any thing with diligepce, or fight 
withgheir cricangytheyditbreufſevp;andgirrechelr 
about wheitdo1 905 ©antdbroigſopitnc iteripeli{as? 
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Perſe 18. Prxoynns. 549 
is in the armes,therefore ſhe maketh ſpeciall mention of them, 


which is nothing elſe, but Rtrongly, and with courage to fer 
their hands to the worke : ſo that it is as much as if Bathfhebe 
ſhould baue ſaid, This vertuons womon whom I commend, 
dealeth not in her vocation remiflely, and by the halues, but 
addrefſcth herſeife with remogeall of every impediment to 
the ſerious performance of her duery,ſhe prepareth her ſelfe to 
her affares as if ſhe were ro ranne arace, or wreftle wwh a 
champion, ſhe flieth about her worke, and fertettbon'it with a 
ſetled reſolution: her garments hung nor looſe about her, buc 
ſhe rucketh them vp that ſhe may be the more nimble : nei- 
ther doth a lictle painces weary her our, ſhe ginethnor place ro 
any diſcouragements, but.animaceth herſelte,and leaueth not 
oft yntill ſhe haue gone thorow with her enterpriſes, 


Verſe »8, She perceineth that her marchandiſe is good : her 
candle goeth not out by night. 


B Athſbeba prgceedethto make an narration oftherhriftic 
wifes proceeding, conſtant going forward in tier good 
courſc of diligence, and fedulitie ; and fhewerh firſt by what 
meanes ſhe is incited to it, and aftetwardidecharerh-vnto what 
adegree of paines-raking ſhe hathattained:for the former, ſhe 
perceineth by experience, as comfortoble to her heart, 2s de- 
lightfull food is yntoher taſte, that hey murchandeſe 1::good: 
that her prudent gouernment, and/ the wiſe diſpoſing of her 
matters turneto as good profit for the benefit,and increaſe of 
her husbands, and her owne eftate, as if ſhe did exerciſe any 
commodioustrafficke, er merchandiſe: for the latter, her cane 
ale rreth not out by wight, becauſe ſhe ſpeedeth ſo well in her 
bulineſſe, and her worke findeth ſo good ſucceſſe,ſhewilltar- 
ricatir,aslong as ſhe may,and leauc offno ſooner then necds 
ſhe mu}, and therefore vierh her ſelfe rovipttancy;and warch- 
fulnes, fitting vp late, as being loath to loſe any time, re- 
ſpcRing her calling, morethen So eaſe: and yet ſhe doth not 
opprefie herbody by abridging her ſelfe of needfull reſt: or it 
5a Syucchdocheahewholenight being pur for apart; - 

Verſe 19, 
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$50 PrROVERAS. | Chap.zr, 
Verſe 19. She layeth ber hands on the ſpindle, and ber han 


bendle the dr/taffe, 
As ſhe ficrerh vp long inthe night, ſo teſtimony is given 
of herhow ſhe beltoweth her time before ſhe goerhto 
bed, not in idle diſcourſes, notin gaming, or vaine ſports, not 
in banquetting, or preparing of iuncates, not in vaine fruit. 
lefle excrciſes: but /he /ayeth her hands on the ſpindle, andbey 
hands take hold of the diſtaffe,ſhe is not grieuedto apply or oc- 
cupy her ſelfeabout thoſe things, which might ſeemevile,and 
contemptible : ſhe thinketh not her ſelfe diſhonoured, neither 
her hands blemiſhed,or wearied with ſpinning, or carding, or 
other ſuch like huſwifely exerciſes. 


Vetſe 20. She ſiretcheth ont her hands to the poore, yeaſhe 
Rrretcheth out her hands to the needy, 


Itherto we had a deſcription of her getting, and her 
great iuduſiry therefore : now ſhe is commended for her 
vling ofit, that many are the better for that which ſhe poſ- 
| ſefſeth; and in the firſtplace the poore are mentioned, ſhe /tret- 
| cheth out her hand: to the poore, albeit ſhe be very intenriveat 
EF? her worke, and willing ro doe as much good as ſhe canto her 
husband, yer ſheis not led with couectoufnes, nor defire of 
decking her ſclfe:neitheris all her care to prouide for her own 
family, bur alſo ſhe hath pity and compaſſion on the poore, 
and miſerable, not with words only, but really, and in deed: 
| neither is i\berality wreſted from - by impudent importu- 
| nity, but ſhe voluncarily reacheth out her hand yntothem,and 
| that not once, bur often, as the repetition of the words doe 
intimate, 


Verſe 21, She «s not afraid of ſnow : for «ll her houſe av 
cloathed with double garments, 


S the care ofher family doth not make her carclefſeof 
the pooxe : ſoncicher doth her hberalivic to the nr 
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Yeſe12.23- Provanss. $51 
depriue the family of ought Jis needfull for th&for ſhe ſhew. 
eth her mercie withour diftruſt, & without thinking that ſhe 
or bersin the hard time ſhal be grieved or pinched with need; 
ſhe hath taken ſo good order time enough forthe good eftate 
of her own people,thatthar which is befttowed ypon the nee- 
die,ſhallnotbe derrated from their allowance : the hungrie 
ſhall nor be relieued withtheir food : the naked ſhall not be 
cloathed with their apparel]: for mercie is neuer contrary yn- 
to righreoutnefſe, neither is that which was well,and in due 
manner giuen ynto the one, preiudiciall and hurtfull ynto the 
other : /be «« not then afraid of ſnow for her familie, ſhe drea- 
deth not hard weather,or ſharpe ſeaſons : for «ll ber famitre i 
deathed with double garments, ſhe prouideth afore band ſhife 
of warme and good cloathes for children,and ſervants, and all 
vnder her roote,and at her finding,that they may be armed a- 
gain(t che extreame cold of winter, 


Verſe 22. She maketh her conerings of tapefirie : ber clos- 
thing is filke and parple, 


Sche fare the better for her thiftines, and the peo= 
ple ot her hoſe goe the betterclad thereby : now inthe 
third placeis ſhewed that her ſelfe alſo enioyeth the benefic 
thereof: ſhe furniſheth her ſelfe with ornaments fit for her de- 
; of the woll and flaxe ſhe got atthe beginning ſhe wor- 
preparerh ſtore of comely coucrings for board and 

bed, with hangings for her chambers, and garments for her 
owne bodic : for difalloweth not in women decent ap- 
parell, nor rich attire, ſo that they keepe themſelues within 
:ompaſſce of modeftic, and exalt not themſclucs about their 


oftenration hi minde, 
ng yr" eager ey Ts 
wport their huſ bands eftare. 


Verſ.23. Herbaſoand i hnowne in the gate , when he fitterh 


among the elders of the land. 


0 


$52 Prxoyznes. Char, | 
call people, to her owne ſelfe, and ſowiſely alſo aremaners 


ordered,that her huſband is nothing thelefſe able roſet forth 
himſclfe in due manner according to his dignitie: but isof 
principall note among many for his robes,and other rich or. 
naments : be is kyowne in the gates, he is noted, ſpokewof,and 
reuerenced intheplace of judgement, where he fitteth'0nthe 
bench with other rulers ofthe countrie. 74:4 


Verſ.24. She maketh fine linnen,aud ſelleth it ,and delinernh 
girdles to the Merchants. 


B Athſheba reporteth that the good huſwife contentath 
not her ſelfe only with preparing of garments forthe vi 
of her ſeruants, for her owne yſe,and for her husbands vſe :by 
that ſhe makethcomely ornamentsto ſel}, to the end ſhe 

inrich her eſtate. The Hebrew word tranſlated eerer,huk 
not only ſignific any ſuch fine linnen as licth onthe bed, bit 
any linnen yefture that great perſonages were wont to wear: 
and delinereth girdles,vnder one comprehending many,vato 
the Merchants, who trade in diuers cities, or countries, buy- 
. Ing that in one place, which they intend to ſell in another: 


and in ſelling ynto him, ir appeareth that her dealing loueth ' 


hghr, ſhe purloyneth not, nor maketh away her husbands 
goods in hudder mudder. It was ſaid before in the 14;verſ 
that ſhe was {ike the ſhips of merchants,not to thoſe of Pirats, 
or Rouers,ſhe dealeth in her owne huſwiferie,andin —_ 
her owne making, not making away her husbands nei 

commodities,or things of his geting: neither doth ſhe make 
money of that which cannot be'ſpared, whereby ſhe ſbould 


leaue her houſe vnprouided : neither pafſeth ſhowweyonhe 
ths | 


againſ} her husbands will, or for any other end, then 


benefit, 


FeoJce in time to come. | 


her 
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| Verſizg. Strewgth and honour are ber cloathing and foe ſral | 
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her husband, and couered all the reſt ofher familie: and now 
to ſhew thax ſhe ſercerb not her aftcRion vpon ſuch orna« 
ments,as doe. fooliſh, vaine and curious women, which defire 
co be gay in theeyes ofthe world : it is ſaid chat ſhe hath ano- 
cher garment farre more excellent, which is /rength, the force 
and efficacic of Gods ſpirit, whereby ſhe is co d in-be- 
leeuing in patience,and in weldoing : andthe other is howowr, 
which is the fruite of the ſame, the eſtimation which ſhe hath 
with God and his people, and the cuidence of her innocencie; 
and goodnefſe in the hearts of the wicked, This her ſpirituall 
attire is of all others the moſt ſumptuous and pretious: this 
maketh men and women gorgeous in the eſtimation of God 
and his Angels :this is a durable ſuite, which the longer it 19 
worne,the brighter it will ſhine, and the better it willbe : this 
canno baſe perſon cuer put on,all that are clad with it are ho+ 
nourable, and ſhe ſhall resozce in the time to come : the Hicbrew 
word fignifieth ſhe /awgbeth at it, ſhe is ſecure of her future 
eſtate, and out of dreadof all accidents and occurrents,that at 
any time may befall her: ſhe is not troubled with the feares 
of loſſes, and .crofles, of changes and alterations : ſhe is nor 
troubled at the remembrance of ſicknes, or child-bearing, or 
of the day of iudgement : yea onthe contrary fide, ſhe rejoy- 
cethin the expeRation of her end, of thelife ro come, and of 
gg reward of happinefſe which remaineth for all the 
ithfull, | —_- 


Verſe 26. She epeneth ber month with wiſcdome,and the law 
of grace is wnder her lips, 


N the former verſe ſhe was praiſed for the graces of her 

heart,and here for the wiſe, fruitfull, and gracious ſpeeches 
ofher lips :ſhe openerh ber month with wiſedome, ſhe talketh 
not raſhly,vndiſcreetly,or vnſcaſorably of marrers z but _ 
dently,and ſoberly, andrhe liv of grace is in her lips, ſhe ſpea- 
kerh not of toyes, or of trifles, but of faith, of repentance, of 
the feare of God, and of ſuch other duties and pointsofrchi- 
gion, and (he laboureth.as-nwch.25 ſhe can co.prquoke wnro 
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554 Prxovnnss. Chev, 
liberalitie, mercie, and weldoing : the ſtreame and current of 
her conferences tend to this, that ſhe may make men more. 

odly,more righteous, and merciſull : that God may have his 
OE and ſeruice, that poore people' may receiue mercie 
and kindnes,and the ſoules of as many as ſhe can procuremay 
be confirmedin the hope of faluation, 


Verſ.27. She looketh well to the waies of her familie,and ta- 
teth wot the bread of idlenes. 


- e looketh well to the waies of her houſehold] As hermouth 
is ſeaſoned with grace, ſo are her cyes with intentive 
watchfulnes: ſhe is reſembled to one who ſtanding on his 
watch moueth his eyes hither and thirher,to ſee who is com 
ming,and whois going : For it much concerneth gouernoun 
heedfully to reſpeR the behauionr of their people : by this 
they ſhall know how to dire, whom to rebuke, correQt,in- 
courage,reward,retaine, or caſt off: by this much fin againſt 
Godis preuented,or reformed : hereby a gouernour ſhal keep 
his people from that hurt and danger, wherecinto otherwiſe 
they will be obnoxious : by this they ſhall preſerue their fami- 
lies from that pollution whereby ir is like to bee defiled, and 
their ſtates from ſuch loſſes and waſte, as through their care- 
leſnes they may ſuſtaine, avd eateth not the bread of idlencs, 
ſhe is not ſlothfull, pending her time idlely, and looking to 
nothing, bur ſetteth her owne hand to worke, and lookethto 
all chat be abour her, that they ſhall performe their duties: 
thus ſhe eateth not the bread of idlenes, for which ſheneuer 
tooke paines, but the foode of labour and trauell, wherein 
Gods children enioy his bleſſing to their happineſle. j 


Verſ.28. Her children riſe vpand cal ber b/e(ſcd,and ber 
buſtand praiſeth her,ſaying, | 

Verſe 29, Many dangers bane dowe vertwonſly, but the 
ſarmonnteſt them all, 


Ow are we come ynto the reward whichris due ynto this 


good woman, for her vertuous behauiour and _ 


* 
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and that is, praiſe,and commendation, whichis yeelded ynto 
her principally by choſe which are neereſt about her, as haſ= 
band, and childrew, who are beſt acquainted with her waies, 
and taſted moſt of the fruiteythereof : for it is the beſt honour 
to approue ones ſelfeto thery which are molt privie to all their 
courſes ; others ſpeake at randome,and by gefle, but theſe by 
experience,and ypon knowledge : prouided that it benot in 
feare,or flatterie,from which che holy Ghoſt freeth che reſti- 
monie giuen of this good matron: ber children, ſonnes and 
daughters,growing in age,wiſedome,and diſcretion,and ha- 
uing a true knowledge of the care that ſhe had of them, and 
feeling the good which ſhe had done for themin their ver- 
tuous education, riſe vp, yeeld reuerence, and doe a9 gn 
to her in dutifull manner: For ſo much that geſture doth ma« 
ny times import,as when it is ſaid, Thox/ſhalt riſe vp before the 


hoarie bead, and hononr the face of the old man, and feare thy Leuie,ry.y3, 
God. eAnd call ber bleſſed, doe not onely make prayers, and 


offcr thankes ro God for her,but ſpeake of her wiſe ſayings, 
and worthie fats,and the whole courſe of her Chriſtian con- 
uerfation, and conclude that God hath made her amoſth 
and fortunate woman : her huſband alſo praiſerh her,ſpeaketh 
of her in way of commendation,and to her alſo in good inea- 
nivg and without difſimulation , mary dawghters bane done 
vertuonſly,but thou ſurmonnteſt them all; teſtifying thar ſhe is 
the beſtthar euer he knew : as if he ſhould haue ſad, Be it ſpo- 
ken withour diſpraiſe of others, you doe (o well ſatisfie me,as 
that I know not where the like is-to-be found : mary dawgh- 
ters, not maides onely, bur women, and married wiues,bawe 
done vertwonſly, towards their husbands, houſehold, children, 
neighbours,the poore and'needie,andthemſclues, and that in 
many great and gracious reſpeQs : by this meanes ſhe hath 
her due withoue wrong toothers,(forhe doch not depraue o- 
thers to boaſd her, nor gathereth the arguments ofher praiſe 
from the vices of her neighbours, but from their vertues and 
commendable qualities): bus chow ſurmonnteft them all, in fi- 
dlicie,in wiſedome,in good huſwiferie,in mercie,andin pie- 
ue ; For euery one odgin to bee beſt pleaſed with the good 
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waies ef his owne yoke. fellow : the natureof loue will induce. 
one to it,and equitie alſo : becauſe the wife findethmoR be. 
nefit by the graces and good dealing of her husband: and f@ 
doth the husband by the good qualiies and aQions of his 
wife: and hereby the one of them ſhall giue great incou 
ment to the other. Whereas on the contrary fide, when all 
things areill caken,and nothing is pleaſing that the one faith 
and doth tothe other, it killeth all mutual good affeionsone 
cowards another, and vtterly extinguiſheth all cheerefulnes 


inthem, 


Verſ.30. Faxonr is deceitfnll, and beautie vaine : but a we 
man that feareth the Lord ſhall be praiſed. 


Heſe words are a confirmation of the premiſes by a com 
pariſon, wherein a godly woman is preferred before 8 
beantifal, and pictie betore fawoxr, or any other externall 
graccings : For all outward ſpecious qualitics,and exce!lency 
whatſocuecr, are comprehended vnder beautie and favour, 
Now whoſe words theſe arc it is vncertaine, whether the huſ= 
bands,or Bathſhebaes.or Salomions;but that they are the words 
of the holy Ghoſt it is molt certaine. Fawony i deceitful,comee 
lines of perfonage, or any outward grace, is a ſhadow which 
hath no ſubſtance,and beautic vaine,a good colout, oragood 
complexion,is but a fading flower that will quickly be withe- 
red, and decay : but awoman that feareth the Lord, which is 
godly and religious, ſhall be praiſed, ſhe (by Gods bleſhng) 
ſhall obcaine true glorie : For ne honour is ſound but that 
which growethfrom grace; that oncly hath the promiſe, the 
Lord ſaying,them that bonowr me will / honoxr,, Andall catth- 
Iy things are periſhable, or guilefull ; 2s parencage, wealth, 
rength,&c.a man may hauc them, and yc: be very baſe and 
contemprtible : and what ſhall wee ſay of goodly Rature,and 
faire faces? may they not haue many vile vices accompanying 
them? For divers of good making, and well fauoured coun- 
tenances, haue detormed manners, and ill favoured condi- 
tions : a3 Ab/alom, eAdanjab, and ſundrie filchje trumpets : 
an 
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and be it that beautie bee not Rained with any notorious 
crimes, of miſbehauiour ; an there can be no conftancie,or 
petuide ih che ſame; ſicknes, ſorrow, the ſmall poxe, or > 
ther ſuch like accidents will quickly deface it: and itd 
deth onely inthe eſtimation of mens eyes, whoſe likings are 
vncertaine: for many are carried from well fauoured wiues, 
ypon whorn firſt they doted, ynto ill fauoured harlots, and 
with che fight oftheir faces are rauiſhed :on the contrary ſide, 
holineſſe,righteouſnes,and the graces of Gods holy ſpirit doe 
givea luſtre ynto all, and make them looke with an amiable 
countenance : according as Ecclefiaſtes ſaith, The wiſedome of 
4 man maketh his face to ſhine, and the ſtrength of hu connte- 
ance ſhall be doubled. Women, men, or whoſocuer they be, 
cannot but much be ſer by,if they fet by Gods word, and con- 
ſcionably obey it : God taketh delight in them, and inclineth 
the affeions of his people ynto the, and maketh the wicked 
to ſtand in feare of them : no ficknes can disfigure a gratious 
perſon, nor death ir ſelfe,nor the graue which totally marreth 
all corporall excellencie : Such one ſhall live in honour,dyein 
honour, and leaue his memoriall in honour, and appeare be- 
fore the iudgement ſcate of Chriſt in honour, 


Verlſ.31. Giue her of the fruit of her hands,and let her owne 


workes praiſe ber in the gate. 


F2: the knitting vp and conclufion of all, huſbands are cal- 
led vpon, and prouoked to praiſe their good wiues really, 
2s well as vocally, in deede as well as in word to recempence 
her paines, and good ſervice with due rewards. Gize her of the 
fruite of her hands, let her enioy the benefit of her owne la- 
bours, let her haue allowance for foode,apparell,furnicure,and 
all meere expenſes liberally, and largely, and anſwerably to 
her faichfulnes, and fruitfulnes, aud /et her owne workss praiſe 
ber in the F£#te,cuen as in games and conflicts the conquerots 
are both rewarded with Go price,and praiſed openly in the 
Publike aſſembly by proclamation: ſo let this worthie _ 

ixherto 


— Rp 
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hirherto ſpoken of be provided, for that her huſbands 
may be ateſtimonie in the Church,in the markex,in mectiogs 
of neighbours and friends,and in all aſſemblies, that ſhe hach 
deſerued well, and be ypon due cauſe doth deale fobounti. 
fully with her : and if God take him away before ber,lee / 
im by leauing her an ample portion, accordi 
to his etatc, publiſh to the world that he 
hath found her a beneficial. 
.yoke-fellaw, -. ' > 
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